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Nicole Kasinskas was a quiet, unassuming teenage girl. She was born and raised in Nashua, New Hampshire to Anthony Kasinskas and Jeanne Domenico. 

“I lived with both of my parents and my younger brother until I was eleven years old,” Nicole said. “And my parents divorced and my Dad moved out.”

“I think after my parents got divorced and I was dealing with that, I became a little bit angrier. I had a little bit more resentment towards him, and it did change my perspectives about myself and about life in general, I guess even as an eleven year old.”

In May of 2002, she found “romance” as a fifteen year old on-line with eighteen-year old Billy Sullivan.

Sullivan lived in a town called Willmantic where he worked as a line cook at McDonald's. 

“Nicole hadn't had a lot of boyfriends,” prosecuting attorney Kirsten Wilson said . “She was really caught up by the attention by this guy who was saying amazing things to her about how beautiful she was and what she meant to him.”

They would communicate daily through e-mail, letters and phone calls. Despite not having met in person, they both declared love for each other within days, speaking of marriage and planning their future together. 

“They filled in sort of the gaps of everyday communication and relationships with fantasies and making these assumptions on who the other person was,” Wilson said. 

“He lived in Connecticut and so our relationship was almost one hundred percent over the phone,” Nicole said. “But it became everything to me very quickly because of the amount of attention that he paid me, and I didn't really feel that I was getting that from anywhere else.”

Nicole had been vulnerable to Sullivan's Internet advances as she was a loner with very few friends in high school. She was routinely bullied at school by other girls. On one occasion, she was walking down the hall and one of her bullies had pulled her sweatpants down to her ankles. Nicole was not wearing any underwear, furthering the humiliation. Nicole refused to go back to school the next day after that incident. 

“The bullying at school certainly made Nicole vulnerable to someone like Sullivan,” forensic psychologist Fiona Russo said. “She's lonely, she's being picked on at school and completely humiliated. She stuck to herself and so when some guy pays attention to her, even when it is only online, her fantasy life goes into overdrive. She's able to project things on him that he doesn't deserve or merit.”

The more severe the bullying became, the more Nicole began to withdraw and cling to Sullivan. 

“As I got older, it was easier for me to isolate from people,” Nicole said. “I think at that point I had just gotten used to being more alone as opposed to being around people. And it just became a part of who I was. Maybe if I was more open or maybe if someone had tried harder to reach out, that it could've  been different.”

Nicole's mom, Jeanne, was her best friend. Jeanne worked at an elementary school for a period of time, holding down such jobs as a crossing guard, a lunchroom monitor, and a paraprofessional for about three years before taking a job where she worked on group contracts for the Benefits, Brokers and Administration department. 

“Jeanne Domenico was well loved in the community,” Wilson said. “Hard worker. Really sort of a bright, energetic, sweet woman. She was trying to make her daughter happy.” 

Despite the bullying at school, Nicole got straight A's at school and made her mother happy whenever she made the honor roll. 

“School really became my self-worth and I really identified with, like whatever my grades were,” Nicole said. “However I was doing in school I felt it reflected on me personally, because I felt that it was so much a part of who I was. I never got in trouble in middle school. I never got spoken to. I never had a detention. It never really crossed my mind to do anything that would be against the rules.”

“It would have been helpful if there was more of an acknowledgment that I was doing so well. I think it also would've been helpful if there was more involvement with guidance or something. Just more of a like a check-in...see how things are going.”

“Somehow, someway, Nicole got lost in the cracks,” Russo said. “That in no way justifies what she did. It may be how she justified it during this time. Her parents are divorced. She doesn't see her Dad. Her mom is working all the time. There had to have been days where she felt intense loneliness Going to school just to be ignored or bullied. To a fourteen year old girl you really may not see the light at the end of the tunnel. So you seek an outlet. Some turn to drugs. Nicole found her own drug in the form of the words that came out of Sullivan's keyboard.”

MOTHER AND DAUGHTER TROUBLES

At least on the surface, there were no problems between mother and daughter. 

Until Nicole ventured on-line and met Billy Sullivan. 

Her mother found out about the relationship and wanting to make her daughter happy, drove the young teenager out to Connecticut so she could meet Sullivan for the first time. 

“This was a two hour drive from Nashua to the place in Connecticut where Sullivan lived,” Russo said. “It is easy to say here is where Jeanne made a fatal mistake. But in her mind, it is all innocent. Her daughter is fourteen and begging her to drive out to meet this guy. Begging and begging. Until she finally she relents.”

More visits followed but friends and classmates knew little of the teen's relationship. Sullivan had informed some of his friends that he had a girlfriend that was “out of state.” Other than that, he revealed very little about his personal life. 

“He's quiet, he didn't really like to talk,” recalled Danny Goss who was a classmate of Sullivan. “But he was good in school and didn't get in any trouble.”

“I think the relationship intensified to a degree that Jeanne herself didn't anticipate,” Russo said. “And it is easy to play Monday morning quarterback here but there had to have been some kind of father figure present to say 'hey, this is an eighteen-year old working at McDonald's. You are a fourteen year old honor student. You have a future. Don't blow it on this guy. But it isn't like teens listen to you anyway.”

The two teenagers soon discussed the prospect of moving in together. Her mother quickly objected to this idea as well as nixing the idea of Nicole sharing a joint bank account with Sullivan. 

But the young man later stayed overnight one weekend with Nicole's mother's full consent. 

The relationship is the first for Nicole. She pedestalizes Sullivan as everything she has fantasized about is coming true. 

“Nicole had a void in her life,” Russo said. “When her parents divorced it certainly affected her psychologically in the way she viewed men. Then along comes Sullivan whose older and more experienced. She gets the love from him that perhaps she sought from her father. The older man, wiser than his years, showering her with attention. She was vulnerable to that.”

“Her father didn't have too much to do with her after the divorce. She had that longing in her heart for that male figure. And along came Sullivan.”

PERSONAL DEMONS OF HIS OWN

Sullivan, however, had his own personal demons he was fighting. 

“He did have mental health issues,” Wilson said. “He had been hospitalized a number of times. During high school he had some behavioral issues. Some anxiety, that kind of thing.”

It was later revealed that Sullivan had been on numerous psychiatric medications to curb his depression, anger and schizophrenia. He had been weaning himself off the meds, however, and on one occasion he engaged in an argument with Nicole's mother over dinner. 

Jeanne had asked Billy if she liked the dinner she had prepared. He said yes and then Jean made the comment that “I bet you don't get that too much at home.”

Sullivan was highly defensive over anything that involved his home life. When Jeanne made that comment, he turned hostile.

“Sullivan was protective of his home life,” Russo said. “If anyone insulted his mother or if he even perceives that someone is insulting his mother then he gets abusive. He did this to Jeanne, who had obviously made nothing more than an idle comment. That was the first warning sign and the relationship should have ended then and there.”

Nicole, however, defended her young beau and from that moment the tug of war for her heart began. 

“Nicole's own naivete comes to bore at this point,” Russo said. “She has no experience with boys and here is this older guy that she looks up to, almost as a father figure of sorts, who turns her against her own family. Against the one person who loved her the most. Her mother. It is a tug of war that the mother loses simply because her daughter's hormones are raging and she doesn't yet have the emotional capacity to know any better.”

After a year of dating, in August of 2003, Sullivan drove out to Nashua to spend a week with Nicole. By this time, they are both fed up with Nicole's mother's objections to their ideas of cohabitation. 

“Our relationship was definitely emotionally abusive,” Nicole said. “And I think now over time, from looking at it, my perspectives on that have changed so much. I feel like he is responsible for his actions and I am responsible for mine. I didn't really get that and I feel like in order to be emotionally abused, in order to stand for it and stay in it, there's gotta be something missing in you. There's gotta be something hurting already, something is not there, something's not right. And that needs to be figured out, found and fixed. Regardless of how a child is acting or what's coming off,there's more inside that kids need help with or guidance or just to have some type of connection with someone. You need to have relationships with people ahead of time, so that when the bad stuff does happen does happen you don't just come in to it expecting to work it out. Like, you need to have firm foundation with that person in order to work it out.”

Nicole continued to side with Sullivan against her mother.  The two argued constantly, Sullivan's influence quickly become apparent in Nicole's attitude toward her mother as she found fault with everything she did. 

The two teens began discussing an unheard of option. 

They began discussing the prospect of killing her mother. 

“Well, this is where it starts getting...it's a scary business for me,” Nicole said in a jailhouse interview.  “I'll tell you that. I feel like I”m gonna cry. I don't talk about this stuff so this is really the first time. I think that my relationship with my mom was good. It was fine. I loved my mom. And...that changed. When...I'm not saying I stopped loving my mom, but...our relationship changed. I'm not gonna say that we were the most open because we weren't. We didn't talk about every little thing. I don't remember ever once talking about my parents' divorce with either of them. But the thing is, we didn't really talk about much of anything. When I was fourteen, I became involved with seventeen year old boy. This is really stemming into why I'm here (in jail) now.”

OUT OF CONTROL 

“Emotions begin to run high as Sullivan ups the ante in his hatred for Nicole's mother,” Russo said. “Nicole is emotionally underdeveloped and has to choose between her mother and her 'man.' It is easy to look at
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