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            Introduction

          

        

      

    

    
      Tarot and writers are a harmonious match. The tarot is a story, an archetypal evolution from our naïve, foolish beginnings through to gathering all the wisdom of the world, and so many nuances of experience in between. Writers think in story, so even for beginning tarot practitioners, the cards already speak to us in the language we know best. This book helps to guide those conversations through a series of tarot card spreads designed especially for writers.

      If this is your first foray into tarot, do not be intimidated. It is part of the Tarot Writers mission to demystify tarot and open the doors to all curious minds wanting to explore the infinite creative potential of the cards. No prior experience necessary.

      THE SPREADS

      A tarot spread is an arrangement of cards drawn with a specific question or premise in mind. Each a card represents a specific aspect of this premise. The meaning of a card may vary depending on its position within the spread and the surrounding cards. We go into more about these relational readings in a later section.

      Some spreads see cards arranged symbolically. Tarot is a symbolic language, and the spreads can add another layer to that. Suggested spread diagrams are provided for some spreads in this book.

      For other spreads, the card positions are intentionally obscure, so even if each card is ascribed a specific representation, please lay them however you like. This is intended to provide an opportunity to exercise interpretation and intuitive answers. Some spreads combine both. Ultimately, like every tarot interpretation, the arrangement of cards in any spread is up to you.

      The card position labels in each spread are a guide to components of the question or premise at hand. The labels can be interpreted as freely as you like, or even completely changed if you feel something alternative would suit. In certain spreads, the labels have been made deliberately open and obscure to prompt creative and intuitive thinking.

      The spreads offered in this book cover many aspects of writing and the writer's life, including creativity and ideas, the author life, story structure, and character development. There are spreads for applicable to fiction and nonfiction writers.

      Some spreads are general insights and quick draws of one or two cards. Others are intricate spreads that beckon us to embark on an immersive journey of analysis, diving deep into many cards.

      Writing tips accompany some spreads.

      Several spreads are based on writing resources, such as formal narrative structures, guidebooks, etc. Those resources are listed in the appendix. Others are based on traditional tarot spreads. Others are entirely developed by me for my writing and life. I've used every spread in these pages in my writing life in some way at some time, even in the development of this very book.

      WHAT YOU WILL NEED

      To use the spreads in this book, a few things are required. Some are optional but valuable.

      To read tarot, we first require an open mind. If you've picked up this book, you're likely carrying that already.

      You will require a tarot deck. Any deck will suffice, although it is recommended to choose a deck with artwork that speaks to you in some personal way. Many tarot enthusiasts acquire a deck collection, using different decks to suit different moods or themes. I have different decks I like to use for different writing projects.

      Time and space are also a necessity. A tarot reading is not a practice to be rushed. Reading a spread, even a single card spread, requires a calmed yet alert presence. Space refers to the physical surface to lay the cards, particularly the large intricate spreads, but also the mental space to be open to whatever a card might speak to you.

      If you are new to tarot, it's recommended you start with a tarot guide book to introduce the traditional meanings of the cards. From there, you might also like to explore guides that teach intuitive reading. You will find a list of resources for learning tarot in this book.

      A tarot journal is a helpful tool. Not all tarot readers will use a journal, but journaling your readings can be a valuable and insightful practice. Use your journal to record which cards are drawn in which spreads and then write about your interpretations of the cards and their relevance to you in the reading.

      

      The Spiritual Side of Tarot

      This book takes a secular approach to tarot culture. I respect all spiritual beliefs about tarot, but my personal spirituality remains private and is not represented in these pages.

      All work I do with Tarot Writers, including this book, focuses on the cards as creative tools, symbols steeped in eons of tradition that can help us think and feel differently, often in ways we might never have before considered. Tarot is many things for many people and only you get to decide what it means to you.

      

      This book is offered as a guide and a conversation, not a prescription. It’s ideas, not advice.

      There isn’t a single book or resource that can cover everything there is to know about reading tarot. That's because part of reading tarot is an exploration of unknowing. Card meanings will change depending on where and when you are in your life, and how a particular deck speaks to you, how you think and feel about the answers you're seeking, even how you feel about tarot in that moment. Spreads will speak to you differently with different decks. Be open to all of this unknowing and discovery, and let the cards lead your creativity along this ancient path of inspiration and imagination.

      

      Write well.

      
        
        Kate

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Tarot Glossary

          

        

      

    

    
      Tarot is a dynamic, complex and ancient system, and this glossary merely scratches the surface of its terminology. It does, however, offer a simple starting point to new practitioners.

      

      Arcana

      Arcana literally means secrets or mysteries. Standard decks have two Arcana, two sets of cards, the Major and Minor Arcana.

      The Major Arcana - also called the trump cards. Typically, 22 cards representing powerful archetypal, fateful energies.

      Minor Arcana  - Typically comprises 56 cards divided into four suits (Wands, Cups, Swords, and Pentacles) and represents the varying nuances of day-to-day experiences.

      

      Clarifier Card

      An additional card drawn during a reading to gain further clarification on a specific issue, or to provide deeper understanding of the cards already laid out in the spread. A clarifier card is optional in every spread.

      

      Court Cards

      The Page, Knight, Queen and King cards of the Minor Arcana. The court cards represent different personality types or archetypes. They typically depict people and can indicate specific individuals or aspects of the querent's personality or external influences. Different decks can have different names for these cards.

      

      Deck

      A set of tarot cards. Decks are typically unified in a theme, artistic style, or some other element that unites the cards.

      

      Intuitive Meaning

      Every reader can bring their own interpretations of a card's meaning. This might be based on the traditional meanings combined with the reader's life experiences and views, or it might be solely from the reader's intuition and move away from tradition completely. Intuitive readings are usually inspired by the reader's response to the art and or words on the card, as well as the card's position relative to other cards in the spread.

      

      Querent

      The person for whom the reading is done. When reading for yourself, you are both the reader and the querent. Reading for a fictional character, your character is the querent. Reading for a friend, your friend is the querent.

      

      Reader

      The person performing the tarot spread and interpreting the cards. Also called the practitioner.

      

      Reversals

      When a tarot card appears upside down during a reading, it is considered a reversal. Reversals can modify or add depth to the card's traditional meanings, indicating challenges, shadow messages, or blocked energies. Some readers ignore reversals and simply flip the card the right way up.

      

      Significator

      A card chosen to represent the querent or a specific person or energy central to the reading. The significator provides additional context and serves as a focal point during the interpretation. The significator card is optional, though some spreads in this book specify its inclusion.

      

      Spreads

      Spreads are the patterns in which we lay the cards out. Just as each card has its meaning, so too can each position in a spread.

      

      Suits

      The Minor Arcana is typically divided into four suits. These are usually Wands, Cups, Swords, and Pentacles, but different decks can give suits different names. Suits are arranged like playing cards, starting from Ace, with ten numbered cards, and then court cards of Page, Knight, Queen, and King.

      Each suit has its own central theme. These are:

      Wands – ideas and intuition

      Cups – creativity and emotion

      Swords – action and logic

      Pentacles – material values.

      

      Traditional Meaning

      Each tarot card holds a traditional meaning and most modern decks represent these meanings in some way in their art.
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