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THE END.

THE MIDDLE.

FORCES UNSEEN.

BIG OIL.

THE END.

Chapter 1

THE END.

Almost imperceptible the change in the world that occurs when life as fickle and fleeting as a flame goes out. The change also occurs at birth, a life form has been converted in a way, and so the world spins coherently. Grief at a loss, and joy, at birth are known to be the reactions expected from the sentient life forms in proximity to the novel change in energy form. The moment it happens; when life is transformed in the world, there is a burst of energy, a force so strong it moves the earth just a little.

When Lilith Ulrich, like many before her, felt the world stop as she watched her mother, the only being who hadn’t felt like a stranger in such a strange world, cease to be. She was ten when it happened and blessed as she was with a mind that understood intimately the laws of being, she quickly grasped as she sat by her grandmother that the still warm body of her deceased mother no longer held the soul she had loved with every fiber of her tiny being. She understood this fact as very few before she had, and her heart broke as she realized she would never again see her mom. The light in Lilian Ulrich’s eyes had gone out, her energy dispelled into the world.

Now, a Twenty-one-year-old Lilith Ulrich believed in energy, so much so that when she went to bed at night and dreams of her smiling mother caused her to sigh and smile, sadly, deep in dreams, she was convinced even in that state of semi-consciousness that the dreams she had were light displays caused by energy fluctuations in her brain. She wrote a thesis about it and kept it in the storage she kept all her otherworldly designs. She still felt her mother’s loving eyes on her and this meant the energy that had been Lilian’s soul had never really left her. Her life’s work became the study of energy, at first in the orthodox forms it presented itself, but during her years in college, she studied the human soul from the perspective of a scientist. To her it was a quantifiable force that had yet to be discovered. Her thirst for knowledge occupied every part of her being, so that energy, and its numerous potential forms of peculiarity became her religion, her evidence of a purpose to all of creation. "Harnessing Entropy"; the title of her final college paper and its contents, garnered a response from the scientific world that shocked her peers. A detailed theory about the dimensionality of energy conversion in the fabric of spacetime. She basically highlighted and detailed in a fashion that could be described as uncomplicated, how elementary particles could acquire mass along a symmetry in spacetime. Barely a week after the paper was published, she had top companies looking to put her under a payroll. Until the end of her final year in the University of Texas, she had kept a simple profile, a few friends, fellow students in her field of study; mostly minds she enjoyed being around, for the unintentional challenge they offered because of their views and systems of belief, or the easiness of their company. They were just as surprised by the newfound fame their friend had just as they rounded up their final year at the university.

She walked straight into the defining moment when she was nineteen, three nights before her graduation. The gang had been hanging at Xavier’s dorm room and she joined them, anxious at first because until a week before that night, she was Lilith; a Chem major with an easy, outgoing nature.

“I mean I knew it. Lerrina! Tell'em what we found!” 

Lerrina Paul, a chem major in her final year had an almost empty can of beer in her hand, she spun the can in circles as she shook her head. There was just no explaining it, she had met Lilith for the first time on the night of orientation, their first night on the university grounds and they had been friends ever since.

“She’s always been super smart,” Lerrina told the room of drinking college kids, Nirvana played from Kodi’s device as they relaxed in the dorm room. Exams had taken a toll on the lot of them and that evening, just days away from graduation they were letting loose. “I mean we all knew that right?” getting nods of agreement from a few of her friends then turning to Jordan with a lopsided grin and  a chuckle she told him, “you tell them, cause boy am I still reeling.”

“You’re completely useless when you drink, you know that right?” Jordan shook his head and sighed.

“A year ago, we found a paper she must have written when she was in high school, it blew my mind.” He took a chug from his can, emptying its content before opening a new one, “so I showed it to Lerrina right, and then we asked her about it, and she just shrugged according to her, it was something she came up with for a school paper.”

“It was about interdimensional travel!” Lerrina interjected, “and it was so detailed, like worthy of a frigging Nobel. And she didn’t even turn it in, said it wasn’t anything her teachers were ready to see yet.”   

“Thought you were too wasted to tell it.” Jordan eyed Lerrina and they both laughed.

“But if she’s so smart,” Xavier spoke up, “why has her whole academic career up until two weeks ago been pretty much ordinary?”

“Well I was very sure I wanted to have a normal college experience; people tend to look at you differently when you have an IQ to rival Einstein, so they're saying, I've never actually been tested.” Lilith stood at the door, the noise from a dozen other indoor parties filtered into the room, obviously they weren’t the only ones taking a load off.

“Well speak of the she-devil,” Kodi said.

Lilith walked into the room, shutting the door behind her, she moved to the bed where Kodi was seated by Analise, both spotting similar mischievous grins.

“I’m hurt, you guys started without me.” She said as she dropped her bag and plopped on the small bed by Analise.

“Hey, it was all Lerrina’s idea. She really went at the drinks like an alcoholic possessed.” Analise pulled strands of gray hair away from Lilith’s face and Kodi offered his friend a can which she promptly opened.

“Snitch.” Lerrina grunted at Analise, “I only had one can cause I couldn’t wait, besides I saved you some slices.”

“Ahhhh, food.” Lilith groaned. She sat up and grabbed the box from Jordan’s hand.

“How did your date go?” Jordan asked as Lilith decimated a slice of pizza.”

“Well, that’s dead.” She said. “He broke up with me.” 

“Oh, honey!” Analise pulled her into a hug, halting Lilith’s munching, she found a way around the hindrance, passing the slice to her left hand and taking a bite, while she mumbled.

“What did you say?” Analise asked, she still held Lilith in her embrace.

“I said,” Lilith paused her munching and sighed, “I got dumped, I’ll get over it. It's not like I got some terminal disease so you guys can skip the pity party and move straight into celebrating our last days as students. Analise you can let me go now.”

“You seem pretty relaxed for someone who just got her heart broken.” Lerrina straightened up in her seat and reached for a new pizza box, Jordan, ever the helpful friend passed it to his drunk friend while eyeing Lilith suspiciously.

“Yeah, what can I say? It wasn’t meant to be?” She took a swig from her can and relaxed into a comfortable spot on Analise's laps, placing her feet on the wall in front of her. Analise pushed strands of her ginger hair away from her face and began rubbing her head.

“Well, that’s the curse of the genius, crappy love lives.” Miah mused sagely, earning an empty can tossed in her direction by Kodi.

“Miah’s wisdom or lack of aside, there must have been a reason, Dan can be a douche sometimes but he really cares about you. He wouldn’t just dump you without an explanation.” Vanessa Geller walked into the room as Xavier spoke, her inability to read a room had always made for a good laugh, and she wasn’t one to disappoint. Her sandy blonde hair was tied into a ponytail and there were bags under her eyes. She still had a paper to write and she had spent the day at the library.

“Dan broke up with Lilith? That scum!” She exclaimed. Jordan and Lerrina groaned and Lilith laughed.

“He told me he didn’t know who I was, and it kinda made sense, I guess. I really never meant to deceive anyone,” she looked to the side and her eyes fell on Lerrina, before traveling around the room to see her friends watching her. She sat up with a groan, dropping her beer on the bedside table to her right. She looked around the room again, Vanessa had taken a seat on the floor by Jordan and they were all watching her. Lilith picked up the can and emptied it, then she cleared her throat.

“I’m very ambitious when I have my mind set on something, and that is pretty much an understatement. I had friends in high school but there was always this thing, kinda like a boundary I couldn’t cross with them, so while I was friends with them, it was obvious I was the third wheel, it’s a lot to get into so let’s just say after I got into college I knew immediately how to exist on better terms with the people around me.”

“So, you pretended to be dumb?” Vanessa asked.

“Nope, I stayed out of the spotlight,” Lilith said with a shrug. “I simply laid low.”

“Yeah, I think I get it,” Vanessa said.

“You’d think Dan would too,” Xavier said.

“It’s really not his fault.” Lilith offered in her ex’s defence.

“But there’s something I don’t get.” Kodi had been sprawled on the bed while she spoke, he sat up with a look of confusion on his features. “Why now?” He asked.

“You mean why did I publish my paper on spacetime energy conversion?” When Kodi nodded she shrugged.

“I mean I have had theories about it for years, but I never really made anything out of it. I think it was the GTL app. When we were using it to study, I just felt it was something I had to do. The knowledge was there, I just felt it was up to me to show it to people.”

“Well great job babe, now you got a ton of job offers lined up. You’re gonna be racking in the big bucks by Christmas if you accept Big Oil’s offer.” Kodi cheered.

“Forget that! Those guys are only concerned about their bottom line. Who knows, by Christmas, we might even have proof of other dimensions parallel to ours thanks to you.” Jordan raised his can and they cheered for her.

"While that sounds wonderful, what I really want is an end." Lilith stared into space and the room stilled.

"What does that even mean?" Vanessa asked, Lilith met her gaze, she shrugged and sank back into the bed.

"The inefficiency of it all." She said.

The room was silent a moment longer, then Vanessa guffawed. She turned to face Lerrina who looked like she would need help heading to the bathroom soon, "has she always been like this?" She asked and shifted her
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