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  Note to Readers


The characters in this book are unapologetic and dramatic. The scenes are steamy and the road to happily ever after maybe twisted. This book is meant for audiences 18 years old and older. A list of potential triggering themes can be violence, cheating, drug use, child neglect among other things. 






  
  Back Where it Began

Prologue


Breakups are always the worse. Has there ever been a good breakup Sylvia Taylor asked herself. Six years, she had spent six years with this man and to find out the last three of that he had been seeing someone else. That was half of their relationship. They had been living together for the last four of those six years. Looking back, maybe she should have seen the signs. But she had built her retail business from the ground up and now at thirty-one she owned four locations throughout central Florida. She had been too busy to see that he was cheating. When she started the business, he was her biggest supporter. He always pushed her to be successful. Now all she could think about is never to let anyone back into that space of her heart. If she didn’t let anyone in, they couldn’t break it, not even her high school crush Wes Hamilton. 
Wes Hamilton set in his office staring out the window waiting for his foreman to come in for their morning meeting. He had spent four years building his construction business. When he stepped out and quit his nine to five job to chase his dream, his wife had left him for a doctor. She had always seemed to be more into the money he was making than him and their marriage, but he never knew how much until she had to change her spending habits until the business was turning a profit. She left a bad taste in his mouth for relationships. He didn’t mind the occasional dating, hanging out and having sex, but commitment, especially marriage was out of the question. So, when Sylvia Taylor, an old high school friend had hit him up on Facebook about his motorcycle, he immediately had asked her to come down sometime, and they could hang out and ride. He knew the high school crush he had on her was long gone by now. Back in the 1990s there was still an uncertainty of whether someone would even be interested in an interracial relationship. When he realized she was one of the women that saw love for love, she was already dating someone else. He never had the chance to tell her how he felt about her so a no feelings attached; occasional hook up would be perfect since they had already discussed that neither of them was looking for a relationship.






  
  Starting Again

Prologue


Lana couldn’t believe that Sylvia had actually made her and Greg walk down the aisle together at her and Wes’s wedding two weeks ago. At first, it seemed so awkward. She had dreaded the wedding rehearsal. It was the first time she had seen Greg since high school graduation. But she had watched all of his college games while he was at Duke University and still watched him today as he played pro football for the Miami Dolphins. The breakup between them may have been mutual because of his full football scholarship and because of the distance. She was going to the University of Florida and him all the way in Durham, North Carolina, but he was her soulmate, and she had big dreams about them getting married, having kids, and him playing in the NFL. Through the years, she had seen him on TV with different girlfriends, but he had never settled down. She had always wondered why he hadn’t until now. She had married the wrong person, and now she understood why he was probably waiting on the right one. 
Greg only had a few days he could spare to come to his best friend’s wedding. Thank God the season didn’t officially start for about two more weeks. When Wes had told him that he would be walking Lana down the aisle at the wedding, he couldn’t believe how lucky he had just become. Per Wes, she had gotten a divorce a few months ago, and she wasn’t the least heartbroken about it. The marriage had been rocky from the start, and they hadn’t been getting along almost as long as they had been married. He had never stopped loving her; that’s why he never settled down. But by the time he finished college and got drafted to Miami, she was already engaged. He was not going to come in and mess up her new life. But now, now he had that opportunity again, and he would make the most of it. He couldn’t wait to see her, catch up, and hopefully, find time during the season to ask her out and spend a lot of time with her. He knew she lived in Fort Lauderdale and was a nurse at Kindred Hospital South Florida. That meant she was still living close to Miami. Now, he just needed to make his move.






  
  Prologue


Dwayne had picked Denise up from her house, and they headed to the airport to meet Wes, Sylvia, and Lana at the hospital in New Orleans. 
Once they got there, Denise went in to see Lana in Greg’s room while Dwayne sat down with Wes and Sylvia. 
When she came out of the room, she had tears in her eyes. He got up and went to her and pulled her into his arms and allowed her to cry on his shoulder.
“My sweet, sweet Denise, Greg is a fighter, and he will come out of this just fine. I know it,” he told her.
“I am hurting for Lana. She is scared, scared that she will not have the opportunity to tell him that she loves him,” she told him. “It just reminds me that life is too short.”
“You are right about that. It is a reminder that life is too short.” He knew now wasn’t the time to tell her how he felt, but he needed to do it soon.
I remember that time so long ago when I first met her in high school. I remember thinking this girl is amazing. She is the one that I want to spend the rest of my life with. I had the biggest crush on her, but she and Chris had broken up because they were better off as friends. I didn’t want her to say the same thing about me. We had been friends now for years and hung out all the time within our circle. I had decided to keep my feelings to myself, but now we are all grown up, and it is time to tell her how I feel about her. I will take it slow, but I won’t continue to live my life without her knowing how I feel and showing her that I am the man for her.






  
  Chapter One


Two months after Greg’s Accident…… 
Denise arrives at Lana and Greg’s. Lana had moved in with Greg after his accident. Greg still had several weeks of recovery left before being able to return to football, but today, we are all gathering to plan their wedding! The second wedding in the last year! It is great to see the group coming back together, Denise thought as she rang the doorbell.
The housekeeper opened the door, and Denise followed her into the living room where the rest of the gang was already sitting, waiting for her.
Denise walked up to Greg first and gave him a hug.
“How are you feeling?” Denise asked.
“I am doing better. This beauty takes really good care of me!” Greg replied, tugging on Lana’s hand.
“I am sure she does!” Denise said, laughing. “Sorry I am late, guys. I got hung up in traffic.”
“It is not a problem at all. We haven’t started making any plans yet. We wanted to make sure we were all here. Instead, we all started drinking some mimosas, except for Greg, of course!” Lana replied.
“Okay, then, let’s get started! I am excited to help plan this very, over delayed by a few decades, wedding!” Denise said as she went and sat down between Sylvia andDwayne.
Damn she felt so good sitting beside me. One day soon, I am going to ask her out on a real date, Dwayne thought to himself.
“Okay, so the color pattern is baby blue and gray. The guys will be in gray suits with baby-blue cummerbunds. The bridesmaids will wear baby-blue dresses with gray ties around the waist. Sylvia will wear a baby-blue and gray dress. Her’s will be custom-made. Everyone else can purchase theirs from David’s Bridal, and please all have a different design!” Lana told everyone.
“I am planning the bridal shower for next weekend! This wedding is going to be fast!” Sylvia said.
“Well, I know Wes is the best man, but I would love to pay for the bachelor party and, if my big brother agrees, help him plan it!” Dwayne said. “I will never turn down your money, little brother, or your help with planning it, especially since you’re one of the richest party animals and bachelors in the Miami area!” Wes replied, laughing.
“Ha Ha Ha! I am looking to change that soon. You know all it takes is the right woman to bring a man to his knees and change his life,” Dwayne replied, glancing out of the corner of his eye towards Denise.
Wes, Chris, and Greg all laughed and in unison replied, “And we all know the ONE that job belongs to!”
All the ladies looked at each other and then at the guys, but no one said a word.
“Oh, you know you have to tell me what you know when we get home; we are married,” Sylvia said to Wes.
“And we will be in
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