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			“Postmodern winemaking is the practical art of connecting the
				human soul to the soul of a place by rendering its grapes into liquid music.”

		

		
			—Clark Smith, Postmodern Winemaking:  Rethinking the Modern Science
					of an Ancient Art
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			Introduction

		

		
			We live in what Esther Mobley, wine editor for the San Francisco Chronicle, has called the
				“Golden Age of Wine.” Long gone are the days when new-world wine had to prove itself
				against the pillar of old-world wine. The 40th anniversary of the famous Judgement
				of Paris, in which California wine asserted itself on the world stage, has come and
				gone. A new, second generation of vintners experiment and expand the definition of
				winemaking and the wine-making experience in California. And the lifestyle of
				California’s wine country speaks to visitors from all over the world—old generation
				and new—in a common language based on immersive experience of the land and seasons,
				a commitment to sustainability, artisanship, and community and a sense of ease that
				comes from living your values.

			Those values speak loud and clear in the new architecture of wine. In the
				last decade, winery architecture has come into its own in California. In place of
				the imitations of old-world estates or expressions of grandeur made for the sake of
				grandeur alone, California vintners and their architects are creating wineries as
				expressions of the place that California’s wine country has become now, in its own
				right. Whether a modern expression of California’s agricultural vernacular, a
				cutting-edge structure rendered in glass and steel, or a piece of wine country
				history reimagined in a contemporary style, the new architecture of wine expresses
				what the California wine country experience is right now.

			No other type of commercial architecture embodies and expresses the
				passion of its inhabitants, their communion with the land, and their personal
				stories quite like winery design. Perhaps that is why most winery architects also
				specialize in residential design. These designers are adept at capturing their
				clients’ aspirations, passions, and personal stories and expressing them through the
				medium of the built environment. This book is about the relationships between
				winemakers and the architects they trust to tell their story.

			Howard Backen has distilled the essence of the agrarian winery building
				as it fits within the California landscape, so it is fitting that the first two
				wineries we visit in this book are designed by his firm, Backen & Gillam
				Architects. A charming man with an easy laugh that erupts frequently, Howard is
				still going strong at 82. Besides his architecture, perhaps his most lasting
				achievement is his role in defining the relationship between architect and client as
				far more than business. His clients become his lifelong friends. And a younger
				generation of architects is continuing that narrative. In story after story
				throughout this book, the relationships between architects and winemakers are those
				of trust, admiration, and shared enthusiasm for land, place, process, and artistry.
				Their work together is a mutual endeavor to live consciously and express what the
				land wants to say.

			Winemaking is a ritual, an event at once agricultural, industrial, and
				artistic. Wineries are not just places to process grapes into wine. Nor are they
				places simply to visit to drink and buy wine. They are an opportunity for guests to
				immerse themselves in the world of winemaking, for a little while at least, and
				become a part of its community. This is what makes the architecture of wine so
				compelling. For everything here has a story behind it, which is part of the shared
				narrative of the California wine country.

			Cycles of time within wineries are an important part of the ethos.
				Vineyards are developed, harvests come and go, each year providing the winemakers
				with a better understanding of their potential. Buildings must be built to last;
				then when and if needs change, they must be adapted to reflect the developing nature
				of the wine industry, winemaking process, and the visitor experience.

			After spending a year taking a journey through some of the best new
				winery design in California, I have learned that every winery has a story and that
				no two stories are alike. More than any profession I have ever come across, the
				industry is about people: family and community knitted together in a passionate
				effort to create artistry through the land. So, while this book is a celebration of
				architecture and wine, it is also mostly about people.

			I hope you enjoy the journey as much as I have.
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			The New Agrarian
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			Ram’s Gate Winery 

		

		
			The gateway to the wine country 

		

		
			Location: Carneros

		

		
			Architecture: Backen
					& Gillam Architects

		

		
			
				[image: Photo of Rams Gate courtyard.]
			

		

		
			Ram’s Gate is designed around its central courtyard,
				which is the heartbeat of the winery and the first space visitors enter upon
				arrival. 

		

		
			Located amid the low-lying hills of the Mayacamas Mountain Range as they
				descend into the northern end of the San Francisco Bay, the 90 square miles of the
				Carneros wine region fall within both Sonoma and Napa counties. Cool and windy, this
				is the land of Pinot Noir, Chardonnay, and sparkling wines. Carneros—which in
				Spanish means “rams”—is truly the gateway to the wine country.

			Set on the top of a prominent knoll at the southeast end of the Carneros
				region, on the primary route from the San Francisco Bay Area to the wine country,
				Ram’s Gate is the first winery visitors encounter, visible on the hilltop for a good
				two miles before its gates come into view. Opened in 2011, Ram’s Gate is the vision
				of four friends with a shared passion for wine, food, and hospitality: Michael John,
				Jeff O’Neill, Paul Violich, and Peter Mullin. But, insists managing partner Michael
				John, “Howard Backen is its soul.”

			When Michael John discovered the site for Ram’s Gate, he was knee-deep in
				a career in private equity. But he had always thought that if the right property
				came on the market, he would like to invest in a winery—“a gorgeous place with
				world-class wines, where we could entertain friends and family and create a sense of
				community around wine and food.” The hilltop site, former home of Roche Winery,
				checked every box: the potential to plant 28 acres, majestic location, visibility,
				and proximity to San Francisco. Armed with a vision but lacking wine industry
				experience, Michael turned to Jeff O’Neill, an old friend and third-generation
				vintner who had spent his entire career in the wine industry as the former chairman
				of the Wine Institute and owner of O’Neill Vintners. They were soon joined by Paul
				Violich, an investor and agribusiness leader, and Peter Mullin, a businessman and
				passionate grape grower with vineyards in Italy.

			The four partners, longtime fans of Howard Backen, enlisted his firm,
				Backen & Gillam Architects, to work with them on the vision for the winery.
				“Howard’s luxurious agrarian aesthetic fits seamlessly into the wine country and
				Carneros in particular. His sense of design is timeless and connected to the site in
				a way that was really important to us,” says Michael.

			Along with Howard, they engaged Luca Pignata, a principal at Backen
				& Gillam Architects, to help them define their concept for the winery.
				“Howard is a visionary,” says Michael, “but what Luca brought to the project was
				crucial for its success. With his Italian background and his understanding of the
				history of winemaking in Europe, he really helped us figure out what Ram’s Gate
				should be. Howard’s vision and Luca’s background and attention to detail came
				together brilliantly.”

			The site for Ram’s Gate seemed perfect, yet it had its challenges. The
				southernmost vineyard in the Carneros AVA, it would become a defining presence for
				the wine country. However, it also sits within sight and earshot of Sonoma Raceway,
				a major race track. And while the views of the Carneros hills, wetlands, and the San
				Francisco Bay are breathtaking, the winds are a factor to be reckoned with. Because
				of its prominent location, the winery draws a broad spectrum of visitors. “It’s the
				most public winery we’ve ever designed,” says Howard.

			The group knew they wanted their visitors to feel that they had entered a
				different world and they would need to play an active role in defining it. They
				approached the project with open minds and a collaborative approach that allowed the
				design to evolve as they considered the site’s opportunities and challenges. The
				result of that collaboration feels like a small village, a collection of
				indoor-outdoor structures circling a central courtyard. “This approach to winery
				design actually goes back centuries,” says Luca. “The central core courtyard was
				where the grapes were collected and the wine was made, and it was also where the
				harvest was celebrated. This is a modern interpretation of that tradition—an age-old
				approach to hospitality.”

			Breaking the winery into numerous smaller structures also decreases the
				scale of the 22,000-square-foot winery so that it doesn’t dominate its hilltop site.
				Composed of redwood board and batten stained to create a patina of age, the
				barn-like structures complete the trajectory of the hill’s upward slope, an ode to
				the weathered farmsteads of old Carneros. The central courtyard forms the main entry
				to Ram’s Gate. Anchored by a massive indoor-outdoor fireplace, the courtyard is the
				heartbeat of the winery. “The hearth as the hub of a house is almost universal,”
				says Howard. To the left and right, soaring barns house the production winery and
				the primary tasting lounge. A gallery and glassed-in veranda connect the hospitality
				and production buildings, acting as a bridge between the making and celebrating of
				wine.

			The culinary program was integral to the design brief from the outset. In
				order to create the world the partners envisioned, they needed to pair the wine with
				food. The main tasting room—with its soaring 30-foot ceilings, colossal cylindrical
				light fixtures, exposed rafters, and wood-clad walls—acts as a giant kitchen and
				living room. Dominated by an expansive bar of white marble and steel, it is fully
				open to the courtyard on one side and a south-facing terrace on the other.

			The team’s desire to create an abundance of indoor-outdoor
				spaces was balanced by a corresponding need to protect them from the elements,
				encapsulating them from ambient noise from the nearby raceway, and from the
				late-afternoon winds that are a part of life so close to the San Francisco Bay.
				Michael and Jeff challenged the team to come up with out-of-the-box thinking as they
				faced these challenges. Howard and Luca responded, and now the central courtyard is
				a world of its own, shaded by pistachio trees and shielded on all sides from the
				wind. 
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			The popular main tasting room is dominated by a marble tasting bar and
				opens completely to the courtyard.
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			The members library opens onto the barrel storage, providing a direct
				connection between the making and enjoyment of wine. 
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			The courtyard acts as a central hub connecting the main tasting lounge,
				gallery, private tasting area, and barrel room.
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			Myriad spaces accommodate groups of six up to
				several hundred. Here, a cozy outdoor fireplace outside the members library seats
				six.
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			The member’s library illustrates the winery’s eclectic mix of
				sophistication and rusticity.

		

		

		
			Glass doors on either side of the central hearth slide
				back, opening it up to the courtyard, while on the gallery’s outer wall, a full wall
				of fixed glass welcomes in the vineyard views. Massive barn doors slide open or
				closed to reveal the production barn or to close it off. In a solution that has
				become emblematic of the winery’s architectural style, huge steel-and-glass tilt
				garage doors lift up to transform the main tasting room into an uninterrupted
				indoor-outdoor space. Luca describes the balance required to make the doors work
				effortlessly as “a bit of a miracle.”

			Throughout the winery, spaces can be configured in numerous ways to
				accommodate groups ranging from six to several hundred, and there are multiple
				terraces on nearly every side. Along with the sweeping bar, the main tasting room
				includes a fireside tasting lounge and semiprivate chef’s table. A members library
				adjacent to the production barn opens onto its own terrace and outdoor fireplace. A
				pond down the hill can be set up for tastings or picnics. “You can stay here the
				whole day,” says Luca. “It is, to me, the most successful element of the design. You
				can see people staying for hours, making new friends.”

			The materiality of Ram’s Gate creates a lasting impression. Weathered
				board-and-batten exteriors allow the buildings to blend into the landscape rather
				than calling undue attention to themselves. Interior walls clad in Douglas fir
				reclaimed from snow fences in Wyoming emphasize the winery’s connection to the land
				by bringing exterior elements indoors. Reclaimed French granite pavers in the
				courtyard impart a sense of history. The mixture of rusticity and luxury is
				palpable, but equally important, it seems a concrete expression of the ownership
				group’s dedication to creating an authentic experience and sense of place.

			“That’s the thing about winemakers,” says Howard. “They are deeply
				connected to the ecology of the area, the land, and the place.”
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			The gallery and glassed-in veranda act as a bridge connecting the making
				and the celebrating of wine. Outdoor terraces surround the collection of
				buildings.
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			Huge steel-and-glass tilt garage doors on either side of the primary
				tasting lounge open up to the central courtyard on one side and this expansive
				tasting terrace on the other.

		

		
			Davis Estates 

		

		
			A family room with a view

		

		
			Location: Calistoga

		

		
			Architecture: Backen & Gillam Architects
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			Capacious hanging swings bookend the seating on the terrace at Davis
				Estate, providing the perfect vantage point to relax and take in the view.

		

		
			Mike Davis has loved the Napa Valley for a lifetime. When he and his
				wife, Sandy, established their winery after a career in technology, they wanted
				nothing more than to invite people in to share in their enthusiasm for wine and food
				and the community that forms when you bring the two together. Visitors to the winery
				are tantamount to guests in their home. “We wanted it to be inviting, more like a
				family room than a living room,” says Mike.

			Mike grew up south of San Francisco, but his connection to the valley
				began early. Throughout his childhood, his family vacationed here in the summer, and
				Mike spent weeks camping, hunting, fishing, hiking, and cooking outdoors. His
				affection for the valley remained strong throughout his life. When it was time to
				sell their company, the couple’s decision to move to the wine country and begin a
				second career in wine was a natural one. 

			In their search for the perfect site, Mike and Sandy looked at forty to
				fifty properties throughout the wine country. When they found a site just off the
				Silverado Trail in the northernmost region of the Napa Valley, they knew they had
				found it. The 155-acre site climbs from valley floor to 1,100 feet—a hillside site
				composed of eleven-million-year-old volcanic soil, historic structures, and one of
				the most spectacular views in the valley. They loved the property’s old barn, dating
				from 1916. They climbed the hill and sat in the vineyards. The property had
				everything: history, views, and good soil. “The combination knocked our socks off,”
				says Mike. 

			Choosing an architect was far easier; every winery the couple admired was
				by Backen & Gillam. They asked Howard Backen and John Taft, a principal at
				the firm, to take the essence of the one-hundred-year-old barn and carry it through
				the new construction. The result is a collection of structures that is
				timeless—rustic and refined, old and new.

			The assemblage of buildings is symmetrical, one side an exact mirror of
				the other. Set parallel to the adjacent Silverado Trail and slightly uphill from
				other buildings, the hospitality building presides over the site and might have
				threatened to overwhelm it had the team not thought to set the building deep into
				the hillside, reducing its scale. On either side of the symmetrical main building,
				the historic 1916 barn and the new production winery are set directly on axis,
				facing each other across the expansive courtyard. Clad in traditional board and
				batten siding stained a deep brown, the arrangement is collected and timeless, a
				true expression of the valley’s agrarian tradition.
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			The symmetrical hospitality building presides over the site, taking the
				essence of the property’s historic barn and translating it into a contemporary
				wine-tasting experience.
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			The main entrance is tactically placed at the rear of the building. The
				entry vestibule is lofty but restrained, separated from the soaring volume of the
				building’s interior by massive steel doors that give no hint of the view awaiting on
				the other side. “I love a big reveal,” says Mike, as he swings the doors open. The
				westerly view across the valley floor, to use Mike’s words, “knocks your socks
				off.”

			The double-height central gathering space is flanked by an open kitchen
				and a cozy fireside tasting area reminiscent of a traditional inglenook, arranged in
				perfect symmetry. Though commercial in scale, the kitchen feels mysteriously like a
				very grand home kitchen. Tucked behind the kitchen, a private VIP tasting area has
				its own views, entry, and terrace. On the opposite end of the building, behind the
				fireside tasting area, administrative offices occupy a space laid out
				identically.

			The defining feature of the experience at Davis Estates is the view.
				Windows line the entire western facade, rendering that “knock your socks off” view
				visible from every inch of the interior. Glass doors across the central space peel
				back to connect to the terrace running the length of the room’s western wall. Two
				sets of capacious swings, suspended from the rafters by steel rods, face each other
				across tables carved from blocks of cypress. 

			The hospitality building is a celebration of wood: cypress, cedar, pine,
				and walnut. Mike’s grandfather was a furniture maker, and Mike inherited his passion
				for furniture design. He custom

			
			
			
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of Davis Estates tasting inglenook.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of Davis Estates Tasting Room.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of Davis Estates Barrel Rooms.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
		

		
			
		

		
			
		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of Trinchero testing room entry.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of Trinchero exterior.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Sketch of Trinchero.]
			

		

		
			
				[image: Photo of Trinchero private dining area.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of Trinchero hospitality area.]
			

		

		
			
		

		

		
			
			
			
		

		

		
			
				[image: Photo of Trinchero tasting lounge detail.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of Trinchero tasting lounge.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of Trinchero barrel room.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of Trinchero tasting room.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
		

		
			
		

		
			
		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of MacRostie Estate house.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of MacRostie at dusk.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of MacRostie tasting room.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of MacRostie barrel building.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of MacRostie east terrace.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of MacRostie entry.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Sketch of MacRostie.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
		

		
			
		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of Melka Estate.]
			

		

		
			
		

		

		
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of exterior of Melka Estate.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of exterior of Melka Estate.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of exterior of Melka Estate.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Sketch of Melka Estate.]
			

		

		
			
				[image: Photo of central breezeway.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of screen under bench.]
			

		

		
			
		

	OEBPS/image/Melka_Estate-02.jpg





OEBPS/image/Davis_Estates-01-Exterior.jpg
Bi i
[T |






OEBPS/image/Melka_Estate_Sketch.jpg





OEBPS/image/Davis_Estates-05-Lanai.jpg





OEBPS/image/Melka_Estate-08-Suzanne_Bronk.jpg





OEBPS/image/Melka_Estate-03.jpg





OEBPS/image/MacRostie-09-North_elevation_dusk.jpg





OEBPS/image/Trinchero_Napa_Valley_HI_Res_Winery_Photo_(1)_Private_Dining_Area.jpg





OEBPS/image/Rams_Gate-09-Tasting_terrace.jpg





OEBPS/image/Davis_Estates-04-Tasting_Room.jpg





OEBPS/image/Rams_Gate-02-Courtyard_to_winery.jpg





OEBPS/image/Rams_Gate-08-Gallery_Terrace.jpg





OEBPS/image/MacRostie-07-East_terrace.jpg
Ay
i .

i

7/

[

i





OEBPS/image/Melka_Estate-04.jpg





OEBPS/image/Trinchero-07-Hospitality-MH.jpg





OEBPS/image/MacRostie-05-Entry.jpg





OEBPS/image/New_Architecture_of_Wine_Cover.jpg
v THE NEW
* % ARCHITECTURE
o WINE

25 SPECTACULAR CALIFORNIA WINERIES

HEATHER SANDY HEBERT





OEBPS/image/Melka_Estate-05.jpg





OEBPS/image/CADE-11-Cave_entry_RET.jpg





OEBPS/image/Trinchero-06-VIP_Tasting_Lounge_detail.jpg
S cotbees SOt

<cSog Ee
¢S isc
0C-ECLF






OEBPS/image/Melka_Estate-06.jpg





OEBPS/image/Progeny_Winery-09.jpg





OEBPS/image/Trinchero-05-Tasting_VIP_Lounge-MH_(1).jpg





OEBPS/image/Rams_Gate-07-Library_Terrace.jpg





OEBPS/image/Rams_Gate-10-Barrels_to_library.jpg





OEBPS/image/Trinchero-01-Tasting_bldg_site-MH.jpg
N = A
o






OEBPS/image/Davis_Estate_Sketch.jpg
7 4
o
&

;slismegeey 1)

L T L4






OEBPS/image/Davis_Estates-06-Barrel_Rooms.jpg





OEBPS/image/Rams_Gate-06-Library.jpg





OEBPS/image/Trinchero_Sketch.jpg





OEBPS/image/MacRostie_Sketch.jpg





OEBPS/image/Trinchero-10-Winery_barrel_room-MH.jpg





OEBPS/image/logo.jpg
>

GIBBS SMITH

R Rty rtongnfele bl S





OEBPS/image/Davis_Estates-02-Tasting_Inglenook.jpg





OEBPS/image/Williams_Selyem-11-Winery_wall.jpg
i i






OEBPS/image/Hourglass_Wines-05.jpg
83006 4,
) G@'g g@ﬁ"x






OEBPS/image/Rams_Gate-01-Courtyard.jpg





OEBPS/image/Trinchero-03-Tasting_room-MH.jpg





OEBPS/image/Rams_Gate-04-Main_tasting_room.jpg





OEBPS/image/MacRostie-06-Tasting_room.jpg





OEBPS/image/Rams_Gate_Sketch.jpg





OEBPS/image/MacRostie-02-Estate_House_West_Elevation.jpg





OEBPS/image/Melka_Estate-01.jpg





OEBPS/image/Trinchero-02-Tasting_room_entry-MH.jpg





OEBPS/image/Occidental_Wines-11-Hospitality_and_office_dusk.jpg





OEBPS/image/MacRostie-10-Barrel_building.jpg





