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Introduction 

The Apostolic Church to 100 AD 
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After the Ascension of Jesus Christ, the disciples gathered together in one place looking forward to the return of Jesus Christ and almost immediately after this, the Holy Spirit came on the day of Pentecost. This was not just the beginning of the speaking in tongues but the new boldness of the apostles and their new understanding of their Master. And soon thousands of people joined this community, however this community was not much different from Jewish Community in its starting period. In fact for a long period of time Christians were seen as a sect within Judaism, though their views differed. For Example Jews were hoping for a Messiah but Christians believed that He had already come. A Gentile cannot enter a Jewish community but he/she can enter in Christian by baptism. Evidently the Church at first thought that the interval between resurrection and second coming would be very short, so some members of the church left their ordinary occupations and spent their whole time in worship. Stephen, one of 7 chosen to serve the food, was condemned to death by stoning for blasphemy, so he became the first martyr. This first martyrdom was followed by a severe persecution, in which Paul took the leading role. On his way to Damascus Paul got vision from Jesus. Saul the persecutor became a baptized Christian in Damascus, this happened around 33 or 34 AD. Meanwhile the faith was spreading, and not only among Jews. At Antioch a considerable number of Gentiles had been converted, and the name ‘Christian’ began to be applied to them! At this time, a problem arises in church, can a gentile become Christian without Circumcision? Paul took his stand at the council of Jerusalem and the Church allowed the Gentiles to become Christians without circumcision, or any dietary laws. This decision proclaim loudly that Christianity is not a part of Judaism but a universal religion, knowing no distinction of race, sex or social position. The Roman Empire policies and infrastructure played an important role in the spread of Christianity for example the well-connected road and the common Greek as lingua-franca. Romans allowed the citizens to follow their customs and practice hoping this will reduce the chances of revolt and maintain peace. These conditions made the spread of Christianity throughout the Roman Empire very fast and easy, but we know very little of the details of how it spread. Most of the Twelve are not mentioned again after the first chapter of Acts. The Focus moves to Paul. Paul went on three missionary journeys and he is regarded as the Second founder of Christianity in Secular History due to his influence. We have only very slight hints about Christian worship at this time. The meeting place was generally a private house, and from the beginning the first day of the week had been specially observed in memory of the Lord’s resurrection. This meant "from sunset on Saturday evening till sunset on Sunday”. Most 

Christians were slaves, or in a humble social position, and could not leave their business on a working day; and of course there was no Sunday holiday; so worship had to take place from Saturday evening till early on Sunday morning. The Church almost did the same thing that Jews do in synagogue, like singing hymns, doing prayer or reading Hebrew Bible. In addition a letter from an apostle was read. The proceedings would end with the Lord’s Supper. Soon the Roman knew that the Christians were different from the Jewish People. So when in AD 64, the great fire devastated Rome, there was a rumor that this was done by Emperor Nero, but Nero blamed Christians for doing this. After this Christian has to undergo a very severe persecution. Peter and Paul both perished. The Christians were fed to beasts, they were used as lighting tools at night, they were made to serve as objects of amusement; others were crucified. Around this time Jewish discontent with Roman rule resulted in a great revolt in A.D. 66. After one of the most prolonged and terrible sieges in history, Jerusalem was taken by the Roman general Titus in A.D. 70. The temple was destroyed, and the sacrifices finally ceased. Around this time all major apostles were killed, and the Church became a different body from the synagogue. The early Christians, with their expectation of a speedy Second Coming of the Lord, had not much time to spare for writing books; but when the expectation was delayed, and those who had known the Lord in the flesh began to die off, the necessity of recording the facts of the life, death, resurrection and teaching of the Lord became urgent. Gospels like Mark, Matthew, and 

Luke were written at this time to preserve the Good news for the upcoming generation. Paul’s Letter were preserved for the future generation. 

By the end of the first century there were Christian churches in several cities of Palestine, Syria, Asia Minor, Cyprus, Greece, Rome, etc. All the books of the New Testament had already been written but they had not yet been collected into a New Testament to place beside the Old Testament as Scripture. The last of the generation who had known the Lord in the flesh had passed away, and the Church was passing into a new age, with new conditions and new problems. 
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The Early Church AD 100—313 
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This Period is considered as the Best time of the Roman Empire. There was internal peace, and foreign war was confined to distant frontiers. The Roman Religion was very like Hinduism just without the Caste System. When Greeks or Romans heard of a new god, they either identified him with some god whom they already worshipped, or added a new god to their list. In the case of Christianity, things got worse, when the Romans came to know that Christians don’t accept the emperor as Lord, but believe Jesus as their Lord and as they believed in only one God, they did not perform any act which would recognize the deity of the emperor as divine. This became one of the major reasons for the persecution. Christians holding a prominent position in church, were liable to be seized at any time and condemned to death for no other crime than that of being a Christian. The Second main reason for the persecution was the Organization of the Church, which made the Christian Church seem like a dangerous conspiracy. It was also believed that Christian are cannibals. One of the famous Church father Polycarp was martyred during this time only. He was a disciple of John in his youth. At his old age, the persecution increased and some soldiers came to kill him. Due to his age, the soldier gave him a chance to say ‘Away with the atheists!’ Polycarp said so. Then the proconsul asked him to curse the Christ, and Polycarp replied ‘Eighty and six years have I served Him and He hath done me no wrong; how then can I blaspheme my King who saved me?’ So Polycarp was condemned to be burnt alive; and as the flames, did not consume the body at once, an executioner ended his sufferings by driving in a dagger. Many other Church father were martyred in this time period. During this time the position of Bishop and presbyter also changed. The bishop became more powerful than presbyter. One of the most difficult questions in the history of the Church is how and why this change took place? The Church in the second century had to face not only persecution but heresies. The most notable of these heresies was Gnosticism which emphasized personal spiritual or mystical knowledge rather than depending on the Church. Marcion, a presbyter, also taught heresy. He said that the God of the Old Testament (God of Law) is different from the God of New Testament (God of Love). In order to support his theory, he rejected the whole of the Old Testament, and most of the New, except a very much edited 

Gospel of Luke and ten of Paul’s Epistles. This time period also gave us many apologetics like Irenaeus, Tertullian, Origen and others. To combat these heresies these leaders combined gospels and epistles of apostles and circulated it within Churches. By the beginning of the third century we hear of specially built churches & Christian catechetical schools
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