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      Foreword

      
         
         The Seven Seasons that Changed Football

         
      

      
      As a Chicago kid, T. J. Troup grew up rooting for the Bears in the late 1950s. Home
         games were blacked out. For those, he’d stretch out on his back, tossing his football
         in the air, listening to Jack Brickhouse call the play-by-play from Wrigley Field.
         Postgame, T. J. watched his favorite show, Inside Football, hosted by Brent Musburger, deciphering the arcane language of a then-unknown Bears
         defensive coach, George Allen. According to T. J., a future college assistant coach,
         nothing was more fascinating than watching Allen break down the game while showing
         actual game-day footage. Such were the beginnings of T. J. Troup—a man now widely
         known as football’s statistical archaeologist.
      

      
      In The Birth of Football’s Modern 4-3 Defense: The Seven Seasons That Changed the NFL, Troup walks you through the game’s transition from the 5-2-4 defense to the 4-3-4
         defense. If that sounds like a bit of math, it isn’t. It’s simply breaking down the
         game. That’s what coaches do. They break down each count, hike, fake, flinch, step,
         pass, run, catch, score, and hit to see where the play began and why it ended the
         way it did. People who do this—and you are clearly one of them if you are reading
         this—love the strategy of the game. You love seeing how a play unfolds. You love seeing
         the cause and effect of every shift in the defensive line, linebackers, and defensive
         backfield. Because in football—as in life—when we break things down, we can go back
         and see what turns in the road led to the road we are on now. In breaking down the
         evolution of the modern defense, T. J. Troup is really bringing us to where we are
         now.
      

      
      Not a simple task. But Troup takes it on like a swift-cutting defender—reading, dogging,
         and blitzing the task with relentless mental might. Troup tells us what happened,
         how, and why. In doing so, he shines a light on an era many may have cast off like
         an old jersey whose numbers are worn and torn. Troup will not let us forget the numbers—on
         the men or on the field. And we shouldn’t.
      

      
      Any Hall of Fame coach noted within this book—George Halas, Vince Lombardi, Paul Brown,
         Tom Landry, George Allen—would have loved to have T. J. Troup on his staff. His passion,
         focus, and keen attention to detail would prove to be invaluable to any coaching staff.
         I know my dad, George Allen, would have loved to have Troup on his team. And this
         book would have been within easy reach on his office desk.
      

      
      Jennifer Allen
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      Introduction

      
         
         Digging up Dead Coaches

         
      

      
      On the following pages is the in-depth saga of all twelve teams for seven years (1953–1959).
         During this time period, pro football was in a transitional phase on both offense
         and defense. Passing efficiency improved, and thus more passes were thrown. The main
         reason for the improved efficiency was innovative strategy in ways to attack the 5-2-4
         defense. The defense began to counter this success by evolving into a 4-3-4 defense.
         Later in this book this aspect will be examined in detail by profiling Joe Schmidt
         of the Lions, and other men who played the position of middle linebacker.
      

      
      The coaching staff is listed along with the responsibilities of these men if known.
         Next up is personnel, or, simply stated, who played what position or positions. Having
         watched as much film as possible of this era allowed me to correctly list how teams
         aligned and who played where. There are multiple sources who have attempted to list
         the starting lineups, and every one of those sources has failed. If you feel compelled
         to challenge that statement, then come to Tustin. I will gladly hand you a cup of
         coffee and put the film on. Then you will observe what I have in regard to positions
         played.
      

      
       The third part of each saga is what has been gleaned from the game-by-game statistics
         for each team. All areas have been examined: rushing, passing, receiving, interceptions,
         sacks, and kick returns. Seasonal totals are also addressed, especially how each specific
         team played defense against the run based upon winning and losing. Offensive totals
         are also listed in regard to winning and losing. I have long been a disciple of a
         key evaluation tool: team pass defense efficiency, otherwise known as the passer rating
         system. Many years have passed since I shared the passer rating system with Steve
         Sabol. I feel as strongly about this stat today as then, when we discussed a legitimate
         way to evaluate team pass defense in his office. Having this data gives clarity, and
         thus the segment has the heading, “What the Stats Tell Us.”
      

      
       The fourth part is to take the reader back in time to a specific game for each team
         during the year specified. At times this was a real challenge as there are seasons
         where a team might have played many a “Game of Significance.” Having a background
         in coaching raised many questions as the play-by-plays were examined and the film
         digested. Why did a coach not go back to a play or plays that worked earlier? How
         come the defense did not adjust their alignment to stop effective plays by the offense?
         So many times as the film again crossed the screen, I found myself asking the coaches
         of this era all those fateful questions, and did not get any answers. Hence the title
         of this chapter . . . and boy would any coach/historian relish the opportunity to
         ask questions of the men who made the strategic decisions. Imagine, if you will, Vince
         Lombardi raising his voice when challenged on how he blocked a certain play, or Tom
         Landry in his Texas accent detailing to me in his analytical way how his gap control
         defense would stop a running play. So, whether they be coaches, quarterbacks, or linebackers,
         having answers would sure be entertaining. The final paragraph of each section is
         a short summation of the season.
      

      
       The most in-depth chapter in the book details the evolution of the 4-3 defense from
         the 5-2. A special thank-you for Mr. Joe Schmidt, who graciously answered in detail
         my many questions on how the Detroit Lions played their 4-3 defense. The insights
         he gave me are shared in his chapter. There have been coaches who actually claim to
         have used the 4-3 first, but more important than their misplaced ego is not simply
         who first used this defense but which team or teams used it the highest percentage
         of the time, and who did it best.
      

      
       One of the goals of this book is to educate the reader, yet there are still more
         goals to accomplish. Hopefully each of the twelve teams would like to have an accurate
         history of their team. There are teams that do not have a complete list of all the
         players that took the field for them in this era, or what additional jersey numbers
         certain players wore that have never been listed. The league manuals for this era
         have a number of statistical errors. Accuracy in the number of games played, to the
         longest gain in a specific statistical category, should be corrected, and hopefully
         the Elias Sports Bureau would be open to these corrections.
      

      
      
   
      1953
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      Chicago Cardinals

      
      Record: 1-10-1
      

      
      Finish: 6th in Eastern Conference
      

      
      Head Coach: Joe Stydahar
      

      
      
      Coaching

      
      Joe Stydahar knew success as a player, assistant coach, and head coach of the league
         champion Rams in 1951. During a 44-game span—November 24, 1946, through October 29,
         1950—the Cardinals won 31 games. The next 30 games showed Chicago in a downward spiral,
         winning only nine games. Could Jumbo Joe turn the Cardinals around? Skip Stahley (backs)
         and Dick Gallagher (ends) were in their only year as Cardinal assistants, while Ernie
         Jorge (line) was in his first year.
      

      
      Personnel

      
      Forty-one men suited up for the Cardinals at some point in the ’53 campaign (eleven
         were in their only year), with thirteen rookies making the team. Don Stonesifer and
         Gern Nagler ranked among the league leaders in receptions all year, and both of them
         had a game of ten catches. Though neither could be considered a deep threat, they
         both displayed excellent hands and ran precise patterns. Cliff Anderson opened the
         year at left end but was gone after one game; thus the only reliable end to help was
         starting safety Ray Ramsey (12 catches).
      

      
       Rookie Tom Higgins was the starting left tackle, while hard-charging Jack Jennings
         at right tackle gave the Cardinals stability at that position. Rookies Ed Husmann
         and Jerry Watford began the year at the guard positions, yet during the second half
         of the campaign Dave Suminski received plenty of playing time. Veteran Jack Simmons
         was a reliable center.
      

      
       With Ollie Matson serving our country, a runner was needed. So, with the 4th pick
         in the draft came Johnny Olszewski. His rookie year was so productive he earned a
         trip to the Pro Bowl and received some all-pro recognition, the only Cardinal to do
         so. Veteran star Charlie Trippi was the leading rusher for Chicago and usually played
         left halfback. Billy Cross started at right halfback, yet starting left corner Don
         Paul also rotated in at that position.
      

      
       The quarterback position was dismal as 23rd round pick Jim Root played in all 12
         games and gained just 1,149 yards on his 192 passes. For the first four games of the
         year, free agent Ray Nagel shared time with Root. Nagel completed many of his short
         passes on opening day against Washington, then plummeted as he completed only 11 of
         33 for just 86 yards in his next and last three games of his NFL career. Thus Chicago
         traded defensive back S. J. Whitman to the Bears for Steve Romanik. Completing only
         40 of 102 passes in his first four games as a Cardinal got him a seat on the bench,
         though he returned to play sparingly the last two games of the season. By far the
         most effective passer was Charlie Trippi. When Chicago went to a spread formation,
         Trippi’s option of running or passing ignited the Cardinal offense. The Cardinals,
         with the 28th pick in the draft, took Dale Samuels, who was on the roster just for
         the opening-day game against Washington.
      

      
       Defensively the Cardinals preferred a 5-3-3 defense, yet sometimes they aligned in
         a 4-4 front with the wide side linebacker “walked off” on a receiver. This hybrid
         position was usually played by rookie Tony Curcillo. Depending on the defensive call,
         Bill Svoboda was aligned at left defensive end or outside linebacker. He was mobile
         and a solid tackler. Bill would be chosen for the Pro Bowl for his efforts. Veteran
         Bob Dove began the year at left defensive end in the 5-man front, but down the stretch
         George Schmidt became the starter. The defensive tackles and middle guard—again depending
         on the front called—were Volney Peters, Nick Chickillo, Don Joyce, and Jerry Groom.
         Right defensive end was played by Tom Bienemann.
      

      
       Playing linebacker inside was hard-nosed John Panelli. At right linebacker was Leo
         Sanford, who also played defensive end. Starting at left corner was versatile, athletic,
         and Pro Bowl–bound Don Paul, a savvy ballhawk who intercepted three against New York
         on November 1. Rookie Jimmy Psaltis started at right corner and got a baptism by fire
         with almost pure man-to-man coverage. Rail-thin veteran Ray Ramsey started at safety
         and was a superb pass defender as he intercepted ten—one of the few modern defensive
         backs to intercept at least ten passes in a 12-game season and not be chosen for the
         Pro Bowl. Ramsey was a willing run defender despite his lack of heft. Chicago ranked
         10th in the defensive passer rating category with a mark of 64.4, but ranked dead
         last in yards per attempt at 7.68.
      

      
       Though Simmons punted adequately when called upon, Trippi was the far superior punter.
         Pat Summerall made only 9 of 24 field goals. Chicago’s punt coverage, with the exception
         of Frank Gifford’s 40-yard return, was brilliant, as opponents gained just 24 yards
         on 43 returns. The Cardinals’ kickoff coverage was not nearly as effective. Early
         in the year, Wally Triplett ranked among the league leaders in kickoff return average,
         while Charlie Trippi led the league in punt return average.
      

      
      What the Stats Tell Us

      
      Chicago allowed opponents 124 yards a game rushing in the two games they won and tied,
         and 141 a game in the ten losses. The Cardinals averaged 157 yards a game rushing
         in the two games they won and tied, but only 86 a game in the ten losses.
      

      
      Game of Significance

      
      On November 15, the 5-2 Los Angeles Rams need a win to stay in the race with San Francisco
         and Detroit. The Cardinals are hoping to make their visit to Comiskey Park a memorable
         one.
      

      
       1st Quarter: The winless Cardinals score first on a screen pass to Johnny Olszewski
         from Jim Root. Johnny scampers down the left sideline for 62 yards as Jack Simmons
         throws the key block. Norm Van Brocklin overthrows Hirsch down the middle, and Ray
         Ramsey intercepts and returns 20 yards to the Los Angeles thirty-one. Billy Cross,
         on a sweep left out of a full-house T formation backfield alignment, gets the ball
         to the Ram twenty. The Cardinals’ drive stalls, and Pat Summerall, in his first year
         in Chicago, kicks a 16-yard field goal.
      

      
       Later in the quarter Van Brocklin’s errant pass is again intercepted by Ramsey. Ray
         totes the ball 37 yards for a touchdown.
      

      
       2nd Quarter: Ben Agajanian kicks a 27-yard field goal, and Skeets Quinlan scores
         from 2 yards out as quarterback Rudy Bukich sparks a rally. At the half: Chicago 17–Los
         Angeles 10.
      

      
       3rd Quarter: Los Angeles kicks off and Billy Cross fumbles. Right corner Richard
         “Night Train” Lane returns the fumble 26 yards for a touchdown and the game is tied.
      

      
       4th Quarter: Dan Towler’s 1-yard smash over left guard puts Los Angeles up by seven.
         Charlie Trippi has gained 96 yards rushing—mostly out of the spread formation—yet
         on the Cardinals’ final drive he attempts eight passes.
      

      
      Trippi completes to Stonesifer for 15 and 17 yards out of the spread. He then goes
         to Ramsey for 15, Nagler for 8, and finally . . . a dart to Don Paul between the goalposts
         in the end zone on a circle pattern for 17 yards and the tying touchdown. For the
         day, Trippi completed 11 of 16 for 117 yards, and the last touchdown pass of his career.
      

      
       The Cardinals achieved victory on the final day of the year against the hapless Bears,
         yet this tie is the high point of the season for Jumbo Joe and his Chicago Cardinals.
      

      
      Summation

      
      Stydahar must find a reliable quarterback and adjust his defensive strategy in the
         secondary to have his team become competitive.
      

      
      Green Bay Packers

      
      Record: 2-9-1
      

      
      Finish: 6th in Western Conference
      

      
      Head Coach: Gene Ronzani
      

      
      Coaching

      
      Gene Ronzani returned for his fourth year as head coach, with Hugh Devore the newest
         addition to the staff. Ray McLean was in his third year coaching the backs, while
         Chuck Drulis was also in his third year coaching the line. Green Bay on defense preferred
         a 5-2-4 defense, though they attempted to play the 4-3 at times. The Packers would
         red-dog and were primarily a man-to-man coverage team. Green Bay used both the slot-T
         and standard pro formations. Parilli and Rote both used the spread formation in passing
         situations with either a lone back or an empty backfield.
      

      
      Personnel

      
      Forty men suited up for Green Bay (sixteen players were in their last or only year
         with the team), with a solid group of nine rookies making the squad. John Martinkovic
         earned a Pro Bowl berth for his performance at left defensive end. Dick Wildung started
         most of the year at left defensive tackle. Dave Hanner was strong at the point of
         attack at his right defensive tackle position—though he also played left tackle and
         end—and as such headed to Los Angeles for the Pro Bowl. Howie Ruetz played both tackle
         spots. George Hays began the year starting at right defensive end until late in the
         year when Carl Elliott, who also played end on offense, played there.
      

      
       The linebacker position was shared by a number of men, beginning with Bob Forte,
         who played both outside linebacker posts. Rookie Bill Forester played both middle
         guard and some middle linebacker. Clayton Tonnemaker received some all-pro recognition
         at offensive tackle, though he played defense. He played linebacker and some middle
         guard in a Pro Bowl season. Deral Teteak played some left linebacker the second half
         of the campaign, while rookie Roger Zatkoff played both outside linebacker and right
         defensive end.
      

      
       Marvin Johnson began the year as the starting left corner, while Ace Loomis was the
         usual starter at right corner. Bennie Aldridge started at both corner positions. Val
         Joe Walker had a fine year at left safety, including a memorable interception return
         against the Colts. Bobby Dan Dillon intercepted nine passes in the first ten games
         of the year in an outstanding performance at right safety that earned him some all-pro
         recognition. When he was injured against the Lions in a game where he intercepted
         four passes, the coaching staff shifted to 5-3 and 4-4 defenses many times during
         the final two games of the year. The Packers allowed 152 points in the last four games.
      

      
       Dick Afflis began the year starting at left offensive tackle and also played defensive
         tackle, but for the second half of the season Len Szafaryn was the starter. Buddy
         Brown, who also played defensive tackle, started at left guard in what promised to
         be a fine career. Dick Logan was the nominal starter at right guard, though Steve
         Ruzich also played there and some at left guard. Dave Stephenson played center and
         defensive end, though 21-year-old rookie Jim Ringo proved very capable in limited
         playing time. Gus Cifelli gave a solid performance at right tackle.
      

      
       Fred Cone started at fullback, with rookie Howie Ferguson in reserve. Speedy rookie
         Al Carmichael was excellent on sweeps, yet the key man in the running game was Floyd
         “Breezy” Reid. He was quite capable running both inside and outside. These four men
         combined to catch 55 passes, as all of them were involved at times in the Packer passing
         attack. Vito “Babe” Parilli and Tobin Rote shared the quarterback position. These
         men were willing runners and could make every throw. In ten games they both attempted
         at least eight passes; thus the needed rhythm to function at this key position was
         lacking.
      

      
       Early in the year, Clive Rush received plenty of playing time as a receiver, but
         when Billy Howton returned to the lineup he caught only three passes in the last eight
         games. Bob Mann was still a capable receiver when given the opportunity. Howton returned
         to the lineup after missing four games due to cracked ribs. Every trait needed in
         a receiver was found in Howton, and though he did not have as many shining moments
         as he did in ’52, he still performed at an elite level.
      

      
       Rush and Parilli struggled as the punters, while Fred Cone was not as accurate kicking
         field goals as in the past. Al Carmichael was superb returning both kickoffs and punts,
         while the Packers’ kick coverage was satisfactory.
      

      
      What the Stats Tell Us

      
      Since Parilli and Rote combined to throw 30 interceptions in the nine losses, the
         running game took on added importance. Green Bay averaged 267 yards a game in the
         two wins over Baltimore, but averaged just 113 yards rushing in the ten games they
         lost or tied. The Packers’ run defense allowed just 96 yards in the three games they
         either won or tied, but allowed 161 in the nine losses. Green Bay ranked 5th in the
         key defensive passer rating category with a mark of 50.4, but in the last three games
         of the year, opposing passers averaged over 18 yards a completion.
      

      
      Game of Significance

      
      The Packers have won just once in their last eight games and are in Baltimore for
         this Halloween Saturday night fest.
      

      
       1st Quarter: Green Bay is in a slot left formation with Billy Howton as the closed
         right end. His corner route gets him open to take Tobin Rote’s accurate pass for 40
         yards and the touchdown. Baltimore answers as Fred Enke heaves a long pass up the
         right sideline to flanker Buddy Young. Walker, Dillon, and Aldridge all miss the tackle
         on the swivel-hipped Young as he prances into the end zone to complete the 49-yard
         scoring play.
      

      
       2nd Quarter: Fullback John Huzvar of the Colts plows for 25 yards on a trap right
         play to the Baltimore forty-five yard line before Val Joe Walker can wrestle him down.
         Huzvar bolts into the Packer secondary, again on a right trap, stiff-arms Bobby Dillon,
         and is off on a 36-yard touchdown run. First and ten and Al Carmichael gains 23 yards
         over the right side before he is knocked out of bounds by Sisto Averno. The pass pocket
         keeps Parilli secure, and he lofts a pass into the right corner of the end zone to
         split end Howton, who has gotten behind Keane and Taseff, for 13 yards and the tying
         score.
      

      
       Late in the quarter, Parilli pitches to Fred Cone on a circle route over the middle
         for 30 yards before Don Shula can knock him down on the Baltimore fifteen yard line.
         When Parilli cannot find an open receiver, he darts up the middle to the three yard
         line before Ed Sharkey hauls him down. Cone on a sweep right outruns the Colt defenders,
         and Green Bay leads at the half 21–14.
      

      
       3rd Quarter: Rote is back in the game at quarterback, and he has the Packers in a
         slot left formation and completes his flare pass to Cone for 18 yards to the Baltimore
         twenty-five. Carmichael, on a statue of liberty play, speeds up the left sideline
         for 16 yards before a hustling Bill Pellington drives him out of bounds on the nine
         yard line. Rote again has the Packers in a slot left formation and drills J. R. Boone
         with a pass on the goal line to up the ante to 28–14.
      

      
       Bert Rechichar kicks a 42-yard field goal to bring Baltimore closer as the quarter
         ends.
      

      
       4th Quarter: Parilli is back in at quarterback and gives the ball to Breezy Reid
         on a sweep right. Reid’s 38-yard touchdown run gives him 120 yards rushing on the
         day and puts the game out of reach. Carl Taseff of the Colts awaits Clive Rush’s booming
         punt, and once he finds an opening he is off to the races on a 71-yard punt return
         to close out the scoring. Final score: Green Bay 35–Baltimore 24.
      

      
       Green Bay has their best offensive output of the year as they gain 404 yards (231
         rushing) in their only road victory of the year.
      

      
      Summation

      
      After the loss in Detroit on Thanksgiving, the Green Bay executive committee fired
         Ronzani, and as such, Devore and McLean are co-coaches for the two road losses to
         close the year. Direction must be provided for the young talent on the roster, especially
         on defense where stability is essential.
      

      
      New York Giants

      
      Record: 3-9
      

      
      Finish: 5th in Eastern Conference
      

      
      Head Coach: Steve Owen
      

      
      Coaching

      
      Steve Owen entered his 23rd year as head coach, and the Giants have contended for
         the conference crown the last three seasons. Owen returned his entire staff of Ed
         Kolman (line) and Jim Lee Howell (ends), who have been with him four years. Allie
         Sherman had been backfield coach for five years. A demanding schedule with out-of-conference
         opponents Los Angeles and Detroit did not make Owen’s job any easier. New York on
         offense used the split T, and of course the Owen staple of the A formation. The Giants
         on defense aligned in a version of the 4-3 “umbrella” and a standard 5-2, with both
         man and zone principles used in coverage.
      

      
      Personnel

      
      Thirty-seven men suited up for New York (sixteen were in their last year), with thirteen
         rookies making the team. Ray Pelfrey and Bill Stribling were the starting ends on
         offense, and neither was a deep threat. They combined to catch only 33 passes. During
         the year the Giants acquired Cliff Anderson, and he had the first 100-yard receiving
         game of the season (Pittsburgh on November 15). Late in the year, Kyle Rote became
         more involved as a receiver than runner, and he put together back-to-back 100-yard
         receiving games.
      

      
       Roosevelt Brown started at left offensive tackle as a 20-year-old rookie. Joining
         him at left guard were Chet Lagod and at center John Rapacz. The right side was manned
         by guard George Kennard and tackle Dick Yelvington. Rookies Ray Wietecha at center
         and Jack Stroud at guard also found plenty of playing time.
      

      
       Rookie Sonny Grandelius ranked 8th in the league in rushing after three weeks’ play
         with 112 yards on 33 carries. During the last nine games of his career he gained just
         166 yards on 75 carries. Even with these pedestrian stats, he led the woeful Giants’
         ground game. Four-year starter Eddie Price at fullback and Rote at halfback combined
         to gain only 419 yards on 164 carries. Late in the year, Frank Gifford attempted to
         ignite the attack, but he also found limited running room.
      

      
       Charley Conerly had been starting at quarterback, or blocking back in the A formation,
         for six years, and ’53 was his least effective year with a 44.9 passer rating. Early
         in the year Bill Mackrides received playing time and then was replaced by rookie Arnie
         Galiffa. Young Arnie had one brief shining moment as a Giant as he completed a 75-yard
         pass to Rote to defeat the Cardinals.
      

      
       The left defensive end was Jim Duncan, who at times dropped into coverage in the
         flat when New York was in the umbrella. He had two interceptions late in the opening-day
         loss to the Rams. Arnie Weinmeister, in his last year, was a consensus all-pro pillar
         of strength at left defensive tackle no matter what defense the Giants played. He
         could defeat any double-team block, fill any gap, and was an excellent inside pass
         rusher as he returned to the Pro Bowl for the fourth time. Playing middle guard or
         defensive tackle was Bill Albright, while Ray Krouse was the right defensive tackle.
         Playing right end defensive end or outside linebacker was longtime veteran Joe Sulatis.
      

      
       John Cannady was one of the starting linebackers, and his alignment was based upon
         which defense coach Owen had the Giants in. Dick Woodard also started at linebacker
         as well as defensive end, though Ray Wietecha earned his letter at this position also.
      

      
       From 1950 through 1952, the New York secondary intercepted 96 passes, while allowing
         only 40 touchdown passes. Opening day found rookie Leo Miles at left corner and Buford
         “Cutter” Long at right corner, with Pro Bowl safety Emlen Tunnell on the left side
         and Tom Landry on the right side—a new post for him. Miles was gone after three games,
         Long moved to right safety, and Tom Landry was back at his usual spot at left corner.
         Frank Gifford started most of the year at either right corner or right safety. Randy
         Clay and Dom Menasco also played corner during the year. In a state of flux in the
         secondary, the Giants ranked 9th in the defensive passer rating category with a mark
         of 62.3. New York allowed 20 touchdowns and intercepted 23, far removed from the superb
         pass defense of 1950 through 1952.
      

      
       Landry and Avinger split the punting duties, though Tom was the much better punter.
         Gifford and Clay split the field-goal duties, but neither was very accurate. New York
         punted so much, opponents returned the ball 521 yards. New York’s kickoff coverage
         was just outstanding, while Tunnell and Gifford had excellent years as return men.
         Gifford was so versatile he earned a Pro Bowl berth.
      

      
      What the Stats Tell Us

      
      This was just not a very strong Giants team. The offense scored just 22 touchdowns,
         while the defense allowed 32. Though New York was still difficult to run against,
         their inability to sustain any type of ground attack on offense made victory tough
         to get. The Giants finished 11th in total offense and 12th (dead last) in total defense.
      

      
      Game of Significance

      
      The Giants had never had a year in which they lost all six division games to Washington,
         Pittsburgh, and Philadelphia. Entering the November 29 game in the Polo Grounds, New
         York has lost all five to the opponents listed above.
      

      
       1st Quarter: Conerly, out of the T formation, hits flanked left Frank Gifford for
         28 yards on a crossing route to put the ball on the Philadelphia twenty. Left guard
         Bill Austin pulls right, and with left halfback Gifford following fullback Eddie Price’s
         excellent lead block, these two Giants open a hole for an 11-yard gain before Chuck
         Bednarik trips him up to save the touchdown. Now on the one yard line, Frank goes
         over the right side for the touchdown.
      

      
       Philadelphia ties the score at 7 on a Frank Ziegler 2-yard run.

      
       2nd Quarter: New York linebacker John Cannady recovers an Eagle fumble on the one.
         The Giants are now in a full-house T formation, and Rote powers off right tackle for
         the touchdown behind an excellent drive block by Yelvington.
      

      
       Williams catches a Thomason pass for 33 yards, and we are tied at the half, 14–14.

      
       3rd Quarter: Thomason throws down the middle for Giancanelli, but stellar safety
         Emlen Tunnell intercepts and returns the ball to the Eagle forty-one. Kyle Rote puts
         the Giants ahead on a 30-yard catch, but Philadelphia comes right back to tie the
         game on a Thomason-to-Johnson connection for 21 yards.
      

      
       Philadelphia ball, and Thomason misreads the rolled zone coverage. Tom Landry intercepts
         and returns the ball to the Eagle twenty-five. This is the 11th time that Landry and
         Tunnell have intercepted in the same game. Rote is flanked right and is open on his
         post/corner route. Conerly’s 25-yard pass over Russ Craft is on the mark, and again
         New York takes the lead: New York 27–Philadelphia 21.
      

      
       The Eagles respond as Don Johnson, behind an excellent cross block, rips through
         the heart of the Giants’ 5-2-4 defense for 63 yards and a touchdown. Walston’s extra
         point gives the Eagles a 28–27 lead.
      

      
       4th Quarter: Conerly pitches out to Gifford at right halfback, and Frank throws a
         running jump pass to Ray Pelfrey for 21 yards to the Philadelphia thirty-two. Conerly
         rolls right to avoid the pass rush and lofts a pass up the right sideline to Eddie
         Price. Left safety Bob Hudson crashes into Price to no avail as Eddie scores the go-ahead
         touchdown on the 31-yard reception.
      

      
       Later in the quarter, Randy Clay kicks a 17-yard field goal. Final score: New York
         37–Philadelphia 28. This is the only game of the year where the Giants do not throw
         an interception, and they gain their most passing yards of the season with 271.
      

      
      Summation

      
      The end of an era, and many questions for the Mara family entering ’54. Who to hire
         to replace legend Steve Owen? Where is the talent to make this team competitive again,
         because the ’53 Giants were not.
      

      
      Baltimore Colts

      
      Record: 3-9
      

      
      Finish: 5th in Western Conference
      

      
      Head Coach: Keith Molesworth
      

      
      Coaching

      
      Keith Molesworth, in his only year as a head coach in the NFL, attempted to send a
         competitive team out on the field. Ray Richards did a solid job with the line, with
         help from Otis Douglas. Nick Wasylik, in his only year, coached the backs. On offense,
         Baltimore preferred a pro formation, with varied backfield alignments. The Colts on
         defense preferred a 5-2, though an overshifted 4-3 was also used, with primarily man
         coverage.
      

      
      Personnel

      
      Thirty-five men suited up for the Colts (fifteen were in their last or only year),
         with ten rookies making the team. Free-agent rookie Mel Embree started at left end.
         He started the year strong as he caught 12 passes the first four games, but only 11
         in the final eight. Left tackle was usually manned by the Colts’ oldest player, Ernie
         Blandin, who was drafted by the Eagles in ’42, and Gino Marchetti, who also played
         some defensive end. Pro Bowl left guard Dick Barwegan was the bulwark of the line.
         He was superb at in-line blocks and the trap. Brad Ecklund received some all-pro recognition
         at center, while right guard was handled by Bill Lange. Lange also received some all-pro
         recognition. Joe Campanella started at right tackle, though Jack Little received some
         playing time there. Dan Edwards started at right closed end. This sure-handed receiver
         was capable of getting open on short routes, as only one catch of his 35 were longer
         than 20 yards.
      

      
       George Taliaferro was not only versatile but productive. G. T. was an elusive runner,
         capable receiver, and could fill in at quarterback in the spread formation. This Pro
         Bowl back gained over 100 yards rushing and 100 receiving in different games during
         the year. Rookie Buck McPhail carried the ball 28 times for just 88 yards in the first
         four games, then became a part-time player. He only had 25 carries in the final eight
         games. John Huzvar led the NFL in fumbles by a running back in ’52, and thus Philadelphia
         let him go. The first four games he ran only 16 times for 71 yards. The Redskins game
         was a turning point for Jumbo John as he consistently pounded out tough inside yardage;
         thus in a six game stretch he gained 420 yards on 89 carries. He is the only modern
         player to wear four different jersey numbers in a season.
      

      
       Fred Enke began the year as the starting quarterback, but by week eight Jack Del
         Bello began to share the position with Taliaferro, and even rookie Ed Mioduszewski
         was taking his shot at being the trigger man. Ed earned his letter with the Colts
         as a runner and kick returner, and he even started two games at left corner.
      

      
       Art Spinney struggled in all facets of defensive line play as the starting left defensive
         end. Left defensive tackle was handled by rock-solid run defender Art Donovan, who
         made the Pro Bowl. Middle guard and sometime middle linebacker Sisto Averno lacked
         the quickness and size to defeat in-line blocks and was woefully slow in pursuit.
         Tom Finnin and Jim Winkler shared the right defensive tackle post. Though they both
         had the size, neither were strong run defenders or effective pass rushers. Barney
         Poole was the nominal starter at right defensive end, who shared the position with
         Elmer Wingate.
      

      
       Right linebacker Alex Agase started for most of the year, though Ed Sharkey also
         played there and some at middle linebacker too. Rookie Bill Pellington started at
         left linebacker. Though these men hustled and hit, their lack of pursuit skills was
         a detriment in defending the run.
      

      
       Left corner for most of the year until injury was Carl Taseff, while the right corner
         was his former Cleveland teammate Don Shula. The Baltimore safeties ranked with the
         best in the league. Bert Rechichar was a thunderous hitter, an able pass defender
         who earned some all-pro recognition. Consensus all-pro left safety Tom Keane recorded
         15 takeaways during the year—still a team record for a 12-game season—and was selected
         for the Pro Bowl.
      

      
       Taliaferro was a below-average punter and shared the duties with solid punter Tom
         Keane. McPhail kicked the extra points and short field goals, while Rechichar attempted
         the long ones, including the record-setting 56-yarder. Baltimore was satisfactory
         covering punts and excellent covering kickoffs. Taseff should be the full-time punt
         returner, while Young and Taliaferro had strong years returning kickoffs. Larry Coutre
         took over those duties late in the year and shined.
      

      
      What the Stats Tell Us

      
      Baltimore allowed the most sack yardage during the year with 368 yards. They allowed
         215 yards a game rushing (5.7 a carry) in the nine losses. Baltimore ranked 8th in
         the defensive passer rating category with a mark of 60.4. The Colt secondary played
         much tighter pass defense in the three wins as opponent passers completed 43 of 87
         for just 517 yards, with only two going for touchdowns, and the Colt thieves pilfered
         ten. To offset the overall depressing numbers on defense, the Colts set a modern record
         of 56 takeaways in a 12-game season.
      

      
      Game of Significance

      
      Baltimore is 1-1 when they journey to Wrigley Field to play a 1-1 Bears team that
         they defeated at home to begin the year.
      

      
       1st Quarter: George Taliaferro goes over right guard and fumbles when hit by Jerry
         Shipkey. Don Kindt recovers on the six yard line. George Blanda finds right end Bill
         McColl open in the end zone on an out pattern and a 7–0 lead.
      

      
       2nd Quarter: Blanda, under pressure from Donovan, throws long for McColl, but Tom
         Keane intercepts on the thirty-six and returns 22 yards to the Bears’ forty-two. Fred
         Enke pitches to Mel Embree at the sideline for 16 yards, where he is tackled by right
         corner Billy Anderson. When Baltimore cannot keep the drive going, Bert Rechichar
         kicks a 31-yard field goal.
      

      
       3rd Quarter: Though Enke is under a heavy rush, he finds Taliaferro open deep up
         the left sideline for 54 yards (he gains 126 receiving for the game) before swift
         Eddie Macon cuts him down on the Chicago twenty-five. After a pass interference penalty,
         Enke on 4th down rolls right and fires to Dan Edwards on a curl route. Danny avoids
         Kindt and drags safety Rex Proctor into the end zone. Baltimore now leads 9–7 as Chicago
         blocks the extra point.
      

      
       4th Quarter: Baltimore begins on their own eleven yard line with Taliaferro behind
         Bill Lange’s block on Hensley gaining 17 yards. Jumbo John Huzvar
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