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INTRODUCTION

Dating. We love it. We hate it. No matter what our feelings about it, at some time in our lives we all must go through it. Dating can be difficult, and it can be a particular challenge to come up with a terrific date idea that is also affordable. Cheap Dates: Fun, Creative, and Romantic Dates That Won’t Break Your Budget is designed to help you become a more confident dater, to eliminate the stress that dating sometimes causes, and to encourage you to get out of the usual dinner-and-a-movie rut. It is filled with hundreds of creative and timeless date ideas, each of which costs less than $50. The dates range from the wildly outrageous to the more subdued, so there’s bound to be some perfect date ideas for you.

No matter what stage of life you’re currently in—whether you’re a teen just beginning to date, a single adult in pursuit of meaningful dating relationships, or a married couple committed to the long haul—you’re never too young or too old for creative dating.

This insightful and humorous book will become your number one reference guide for memorable dates, and it will be a lifesaver for anyone who wants to rekindle an old flame or ignite a new romance. The various categories make it an easy-to-use quick reference guide for last-minute planning.

And because not every date is destined to be a discount date, this book also offers “Splurge Dates,” an entire chapter dedicated to those times when it’s appropriate to spend your money. As a bonus, throughout this book you will find tips to help spice up your date: charming ideas that you can incorporate into any date to make it memorable. After all, the thoughtful things you say or do on a date often stand out the most: the rose you spontaneously purchase for your date or your spur-of-the-moment moonlight serenade.

Use this book for your next dating adventure. Keep it in your backpack, in the glove compartment of your car, or anywhere within reach. One quick glance, and you’ll be on your way to bringing excitement and vitality to your dating relationships without having to invest extensive time or money.

How I Came to Write This Book

I first had the idea for this book when I was in college at Oregon State University. I was a dedicated student-athlete and spent most of my time either on the baseball field, in the library, or in the classroom. There seemed to be very little time for dating. Coming up with a good date plan was difficult, and having to get by on a student budget didn’t help.

It wasn’t until I attended a discussion on dating relationships at a campus life fellowship meeting that I learned the importance of the “friends first” approach to dating—an important step that is often left out of today’s relationships. That evening I walked away with the understanding that a great way to make sure you get to know your dating partner is to spend quality time together doing creative activities that promote communication, fun, and laughter.

I adopted this concept in my next dating relationship and created many fond memories, all the while participating in numerous zany and delightful activities with a special person. We had so much fun together that our friends began to take notice. Soon the creative dating bug began to rub off on them as well. In no time at all, we were all coming up with creative ideas for dates that were easy, fun, and always something to anticipate.

After college, I spent several years as a minor league professional baseball player. During my travels, I spent much of my free time interviewing people, both young and old, about their most memorable and creative dating experiences. I was surprised by how many people struggled to come up with just one creative date idea to share. Immediately, I saw the need for a dating-idea book designed to help couples avoid the snare of routine and repetitive dating. This book was written to fulfill that need.

Over the years, I have enjoyed assisting others with planning creative ideas for dates and other special occasions. I recall a friend who consulted with me on several occasions for date ideas to share with someone in whom he was interested. For the first month, I would receive one or two calls per week from him. It wasn’t long before he began to come up with many great ideas on his own. The calls for advice began to taper off. I didn’t hear from him for about six months, until one day he called to ask for my opinion on a creative idea for the date on which he planned to propose marriage. Today he and his wife are happily married and still dating in Oregon.

How to Use This Book

If you’re in search of that ideal creative date but are completely lost for an idea, don’t panic. Let the Creative Dating Key serve as your dating compass. With the Creative Dating Key as your date-planning companion, you’ll never be at a loss for the perfect date idea.

Each date is preceded by one of the following Creative Dating icons. Pick an icon that best fits your dating goal and look for dates bearing that icon. In a matter of seconds, this key will help you navigate through the multitude of date ideas and pinpoint the ideal date for your occasion.

Creative Dating Key
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	Friends First Date
No commitment, just pals
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	Great First Date
For the perfect first impression
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	Relationship-Building Date
More than just friends
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	Sizzle Date
Romantically charged!
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	Last-Minute Date
Something quick, something easy
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	Out-of-the-Doghouse Date
When it’s time to come crawling back
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	Married Couples Date
Keep the spark going
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	Anything Goes Date
Whatever and wherever you want it to be




Now It’s Your Turn

Armed with your dating guidebook, you’re now on your way to creating memorable, enjoyable, and affordable dates of your own. So find that someone special, get those creative juices flowing, and prepare yourself for an incredible time. Who would have thought that dating could be so much fun, so cheap, and so very, very creative?

It is my hope that you will benefit richly from the ideas in this book, just as many others have, and that you will learn the art of going on a cheap date without feeling like a cheapskate. Happy dating!

An Obligatory Disclaimer

Warning: This book is intended for entertainment purposes only. Although most of the creative date ideas have been field-tested by real daters, the author and publisher make no claims as to any date’s likely success or final outcome. If you’re unsure of a date’s legality in your geographic location, check with your local police department or city hall.

When choosing a date, keep local conditions in mind. The Island Divider Date, for example, works nicely in a place like Des Moines, Iowa, where some of the median islands are planted with flowering trees and look like miniature gardens. This date would be a little risky and noisy, and probably not all that pleasant, in a place like Los Angeles!

Exercise caution when undertaking athletic or thrill-seeking dates, such as the Rooftop Rendezvous or Ice-Blocking. Also, keep in mind that these dates are for all ages. Some are geared toward the kid in you, while others are for a more mature outing. As ever, dating is done at your own risk!




CHAPTER 1

FUN AND FRUGAL DATES

Dating can certainly take its toll on our bank accounts. With today’s rising costs, frequent trips to the ATM can become a requirement for even a modest night out on the town. Whether you’re a discount dater by nature or by necessity, you can plan a cheap date without feeling like a cheapskate.

While many people believe that dating on a budget is a bore, nothing could be further from the truth. In fact, even if you do not have to keep a close watch on your finances, there are many fun and affordable dates waiting to be experienced, such as the Dollar-Night-Out Date or the Due-for-Something-New Date. So whether you’re a starving college student trying to impress your date on meager funds or a well-to-do married couple looking for some new and exciting date ideas that won’t drain the family inheritance, this chapter will give you many creative examples of how to have a quality date without breaking the bank.

[image: ]Historical Tour Date

Did you know that Gilroy, California, boasts of being the garlic capital of the world? (Not even a giant breath mint could freshen up this town!) Or that the town of Dallas, Oregon, once had the dubious distinction of being the world’s leading producer of prunes? (Nothing but “regular” folk living there!)

So how about your town—what’s it famous for? Make a date to find out. Spend part of your day together browsing through the historical records at the library, and then tour locations and well-known landmarks. Have a picnic on the site where the pioneers settled and made claim to what resides today as your hometown.

[image: ]Share-a-Crab Date

Head down to the local fish market or ocean diner and pick up a couple of whole cooked crabs. Take them to a fun location, such as a pier, a boat dock, or a wind-protected cove at the beach, and enjoy a mouthwatering lunch with your date.


[image: ]Spice It Up!

Note in the Popcorn Tub

If you’re like most movie-going couples, there’s no doubt you’ll be sharing a tub of hot popcorn at the theater. Once the popcorn tub is almost half empty, secretly drop in a note while your date’s attention is focused on the movie screen. Then wait in anticipation until your date reaches in for another handful of popcorn, only to clutch the special note. Be sure to bring a keychain light to illuminate the message, which might read something like, “Love is … sharing a tub of popcorn at the movies,” or “Love is … wiping my hands on your jeans after eating a handful of popcorn,” or “Don’t be afraid to hold my hand.”



Bring all of the essential tools required to crack the crustaceans: shell cracker, baby crab forks, cleaning wipes, and paper plates. Most important, don’t forget your fisherman’s hats to protect yourselves from the curious seagulls flying overhead, who just might drop in for an unwelcomed visit.

To make this date an entire day’s event, rent a few crab rings and catch your own crabs off the dock. Bring them home and cook them in a kettle for a crab feast fit for a king.

If you don’t live near a seaport or an ocean city, go to the seafood section of your local grocery store to buy your crabs. Cook them at home, then enjoy them at a creative sandy location (a sand volleyball court at a city park, a golf course sand trap, or even your neighbor’s sandbox!). Turn it into the next best thing to being at the beach.

[image: ]Grandparents Date

A visit to your grandparents’ house traditionally means a holiday family gathering and a nap on the couch after a belly-busting home-cooked meal. But with this date, your grandparents are the main attraction and participants in a thoughtful and creative date.

Take some time out from your busy schedules and do something special with your grandparents. You and your date can help Grandpa out with some of the outside chores, like mowing the lawn or chopping some wood. Then assist Grandma around the house with the laundry and kitchen duties, or help her pick a bouquet of flowers during a walk through the flower garden. After a full afternoon of chores, retire to the front porch and enjoy some of Grandma’s homemade peach cobbler and ice cream as you relax and listen to them take turns sharing some of their fondest memories as a dating couple.

[image: ]Dutch Treat Date

Pitch in a few dollars each and try to come up with the most creative date imaginable with the money you have pooled together. Attempt to stretch your funds as far as they can go. Buy a newspaper and solve the word puzzle at a creative location; purchase a disposable camera and take pictures of each other being silly; share a malt at the corner drugstore and play old songs on the jukebox. Combine your funds and your ideas to make this date truly unforgettable.

To be certain you find a date who is comfortable with paying half, consider going on a date with your ex! Before you do, however, be sure to carefully measure this date’s potential for disaster, or you might get stuck with the bill and a solo taxi ride home.

[image: ]Monster Cookie Date

Go to a local cookie shop and team up with your date to devour a monster cookie together. Be sure to lug along a carton of milk to share, as it will make your “meal” complete.

If the shop doesn’t carry a cookie big enough to satisfy your ferocious appetites, ask them if they’ll do a special order of monumental proportion, or consider making your own. Mix up a batch of your favorite cookie dough and bake a creation big enough to satisfy you both. Buy some frosting and have a cookie-decorating contest. Be sure to make extras to share with your friends and neighbors.

[image: ]Dollar-Night-Out Date

Plan an entire evening where you spend no more than $1 (or as close to $1 as possible) for each activity. Select a venue for this date that will work well with the one-buck budget plan, such as a novelty gift shop, a swap meet, or a college campus.

Here are a few ideas for you and your date to consider. Do one, do two, or do them all. Let your budget be your guide.


	
[image: ] Rent a dollar movie (or check one out for free at the library).


	
[image: ] Take your pictures together in a photo booth.


	
[image: ] Snack on a dollar’s worth of your favorite penny candy.


	
[image: ] Go to the arcade and spend four quarters on video games.


	
[image: ] For dinner, buy some pizza by the slice.


	
[image: ] Share a scoop of ice cream for dessert.


	
[image: ] Buy a small cup of coffee and a newspaper and read the funnies to each other.




[image: ]Coffeehouse Date

Let’s face it, coffee shops are in. You can hardly walk a city block without tripping over the coffee beans spilling out onto the streets. As unique as they are from one another, one thing is certain: Each provides a selection of caffeinated beverages sure to provide the pep for an entire evening of conversation and fun.

Pick a beanery that best suits your preferences in coffee and atmosphere, and spend an evening enjoying the tastes and aromas of assorted coffees brewed to perfection. Order a couple of cappuccinos, and then cozy up to a table for two as you listen to an acoustic guitarist play some soothing sounds.


[image: ]Report Card Date

















[image: ]Due-for-Something-New Date




[image: ]Underdog Date



	


	


	


	


	


	





[image: ]Community Performing Arts Date
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