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But First, a Word from Our Sponsor

One beautiful morning, I walked out the front door of our house to discover that a neighbors dog had left an unwanted present on our grassy swale, right next to our mailbox. So I took a Ziploc Storage Bag from the kitchen, turned it inside out, and put in on my hand like a glove. After picking up the bothersome mess on the lawn, I turned the plastic bag right-side out, sealed it shut, and put it in the trashpleased with my ingenuity.

The next day, I walked outside to check the mail only to discover not one but two unwanted presents sitting in the exact same spot as the day before. This time I left the evidence untouched and put up a sign that read, Please clean up after your dog. Three days later, the sign and the proof remained on the lawn. So I grabbed a large Ziploc Storage Bag, cleaned up the mess, and removed my ineffective signmuch less pleased with my ingenuity.

Realizing that I couldnt retrain this inconsiderate neighbor, I decided to retrain the dog. I took a canister of McCormick Ground (Cayenne) Red Pepper and peppered the swale where the dog had done his business. In fact, every other day for the next two weeks, I went out and peppered the grass to make sure the dog, with his acute sense of smell, got the message loud and clear. The dog never soiled in front of our house again. He had instinctively sought greener pastures.

Meanwhile, our family cat Einstein (named after someone famous, I cant remember who) started unrolling the toilet paper in our bathroom. At first we simply kept the bathroom doors shut, but Einstein (inspired by his namesake) figured out how to open the doors by leaping up at the handles. When I hung the toilet paper roll in the opposite direction so that the paper unwound from underneath, Einstein changed his strategy and began shredding the entire roll of toilet paper.

I refused to be outsmarted by a cat. Instead, I mischievously filled a Dixie Cup halfway with water and balanced it on the top of a full roll of toilet paper. When Einstein tried to use the new roll as a scratching post, an unexpected splash of water and the crash of a paper cup sent him darting across the house. He quickly ceased clawing our toilet paper and shifted his attention to our furniture. Not to be outdone, I filled a spray bottle with rubbing alcohol, added one-half teaspoon Country Time Lemonade drink mix, shook it up, and gently misted the sofas. Like all felines, Einstein hates the smell of lemon, and he has learned to keep his claws off the furniture. The side-benefit? Our house now smells lemon fresh.

When I told family and friends about my animal misadventures, they all suggested that I stop hoarding my knowledge and write a book to reveal all the miraculous ways to use the brand-name products you already have around the house to cope with your pets.

But I know nothing about animals, I insisted, until I realized that Ive spent my life surrounded by animals. Growing up, we had two aquariums filled with tropical fishuntil my father decided model trains were a less demanding hobby. We had a dog named Ruff (who was petrified of thunder) and a second dog named Smokey (who was petrified of Ruff). My grandmother had a parakeet that she taught to say, Gimme gelt, Harrythe world gelt being Yiddish for money and Harry being the name of my grandfather. When I got married, my wife came with a cat named Lionel, who once survived a fall from a five-story window, accumulated more frequent flier mileage than most people I know, and lived for twenty-one years. When we bought our house, the previous owners bestowed their rabbit upon us, and over the years weve taken care of bunnies named Bugs, Bugsly, Hopscotch, and Ernest. Our kids won a goldfish at a carnival, and, while carnival fish tend to die within a month, my wife managed to keep Rainbow alive for five years. I also happen to be related to a horse. My cousins owned the Triple Crown winner Affirmed, which I consider my greatest claim to fame.

And so, to help pet lovers everywhere, I decided to unearth and divulge all the incredible alternative uses for brand-name products kept secret from the American public. During my quest I made some remarkable discoveries. Downy Fabric Softener softens your pets fur coat. Arm & Hammer Baking Soda deodorizes a cat litter box. Tabasco Pepper Sauce prevents cats from scratching furniture. Leggs Sheer Energy Panty Hose double as a muzzle. Maxwell House Coffee stops cats from digging up houseplants. Huggies Baby Wipes clean a dogs dirty paws. Morton Salt kills fleas. Pam Cooking Spray silences a squeaky hamster wheel. But I had to know more. Who invented Milk-Bone dog biscuits? Where is Hartz Mountain? What the heck is catnip? And where can I buy Purina Loch Ness Monster Chow?

The result of my obsessive journey into the animal kingdom is a book thatIm proud to saycontains hundreds of unusual yet practical ways to take care of your dog, cat, bird, fish, gerbil, horse, or rabbit using brand-name products youd never expect, like Bounce, Dannon Yogurt, Listerine, Miracle Whip, Quaker Oats, and Vicks VapoRub. Sure, these tips might sound outlandish and absurd, but they really do work, and your pets will love you for your uncanny ingenuity. I hope these quirky hints help you shower your pets with love and care, so in return, youll be greeted with loyalty and affectionrather than the unwelcome gifts I found on my front lawn.



Allergies



For Dogs and Cats

[image: image] Benadryl. To ease itchy skin, you can give your pet one to three milligrams of Benadryl daily for every pound your pet weighs. Consult your veterinarian for the precise dosage for your particular pet. Benadryl contains the antihistamine diphenhydramine, which thwarts the effects of histamine, a compound released by the body that causes itching. Your veterinarian may suggest trying a variety of antihistamines to determine which one works best for your pet.

[image: image] Cheerios and Leggs Sheer Energy Panty Hose. Using a blender, grind one cup Cheerios into a fine powder. Cut off the foot from a clean, used pair of Leggs Sheer Energy Panty Hose, fill with the powdered oats, and tie a knot in the nylon. Tie the oatmeal sachet to the spigot, letting it dangle in the flow of water as the tub fills with cool water. Bathe your pet for five to ten minutes in this inexpensive and soothing oatmeal bath.

[image: image] Dannon Yogurt. According to the International Journal of Immunotherapy, eating yogurt with active cultures enhances the bodys immune system by increasing the production of gamma interferons, which play a key role in fighting certain allergies and viral infections. Give one-half teaspoon of plain Dannon Yogurt to cats at each feeding, and one tablespoons of plain Dannon Yogurt to dogs. Cats and dogs generally enjoy yogurt, so theres no need to mix it into their food. Even lactose-intolerant pets can digest yogurt without any ill effects.

[image: image] Endust. Static electricity attracts dust to the edges of fan blades as they turn. The fan blades then disperse the dust throughout the room. Spraying Endust on the blades of overhead ceiling fans and oscillating fans and wiping them clean lubricates the blades, preventing dust from settling on them.

[image: image] Quaker Oats and Leggs Sheer Energy Panty Hose. Using a blender, grind one cup Quaker Oats into a fine powder. Cut off the foot from a clean, used pair of Leggs Sheer Energy Panty Hose, fill with the powdered oats, and tie a knot in the nylon. Tie the oatmeal sachet to the spigot, letting it dangle in the flow of water as the tub fills with cool water. Bathe your pet for five to ten minutes in this inexpensive and soothing oatmeal bath.

[image: image] Uncle Bens Converted Brand Rice and Gerber Baby Food. To determine which foods are causing an allergic reaction in your dog or cat, put your pet on an elimination diet. Stop feeding your pet her regular food, treats, rawhide chews, and vitamins, and switch to a completely new food with which she has no previous exposure, such as a hypoallergenic diet consisting of cooked Uncle Bens Converted Brand Rice mixed with Gerber 2nd Foods Meats Turkey and Turkey Gravy (unless youre already feeding your pet rice or turkey). While grocery stores do sell pet foods in this flavor, pet foods also contain other ingredients, such as wheat, soy, or corn. Since cats dont eat rice, feed your feline only the baby food. When your pets symptoms disappear, start introducing her old foods one at a time, until her symptoms reoccur so you can identify which food triggers the allergic reaction.


[image: image]

GET YOUR PET TO THE VET

Start from scratch! If your pet scratches feverishly, stripping off hair, damaging skin, and causing infection, take her to your veterinarian to determine if she needs allergy shots or if something else is causing the skin irritation.



[image: image] Pet Tricks

If Youre Allergic to Your Pet

[image: image] Huggies Baby Wipes. Wipe down your pet daily with some hypoallergenic, fragrance free Huggies Baby Wipes to lessen dander and shedding.

[image: image] Johnsons Baby Shampoo. Have a family member or friend bathe your pet with Johnsons Baby Shampoo on a weekly basis to reduce shedding and decrease the amount of dander.

[image: image] Mr. Coffee Filters. If youre experiencing a strong allergic reaction, hold a Mr. Coffee Filter over your nose and mouth as a dust mask and breathe normally.

[image: image] Purell Instant Hand Sanitizer. After touching your pet, wash your hands with Purell Instant Hand Sanitizer.

[image: image] Scotch Packaging Tape. Remove pet hair and dander from clothing and upholstery by wrapping a strip of Scotch Packaging Tape around your hand, adhesive side out, and patting your clothes and furniture.

[image: image]

For Dogs Only

[image: image] Epsom Salt. If an allergy gives your dog itchy feet, fill the bathtub with one or two inches of water (enough to cover your dogs paws) and dissolve three cups Epsom Salt in the water. Stand your dog in the tub for five to ten minutes, allowing the Epsom Salt to relieve the itch. Do not let your dog drink the water, since Epsom Salt can have a laxative effect. Remove the dog from the tub and gently pat her feet dry.

[image: image] PET PEEVES

ITCHING FOR RELIEF

[image: image] Instead of getting red eyes, a runny nose, and sneezing attacks, pets with allergies or hay fever get unbearably itchy.

[image: image] Bathing your pet in cool water for five to ten minutes helps soothe itchy skin. Never use warm water, which exacerbates the itch.

[image: image] To help your pet combat allergies, keep him indoors when the pollen count rises during the spring and summer, particularly in early morning and in the evening.

[image: image] Vacuum and dust your home often to remove as much pollen and dust as possible, and change the air-conditioning filters once a month. You can also try to restrict your pet to rooms in your house with tile or wood floors and blinds, rather than rooms with carpeting and drapes, which retain dust and pollen.

[image: image] To reduce dust mites that may be causing your pets allergies, launder your pets bedding once a week.

[image: image] The fragrance and dust from a particular brand of cat box litter may be causing your dog or cat to experience an allergic reaction. Consider switching brands.

[image: image] A wide variety of environmental factors can trigger allergies in pets, including chlorine levels in water, household cleansers, flea bites, chemicals in furniture and carpet, and medications.

[image: image] Just as people can be allergic to pets, pets can be allergic to people.

[image: image] In people, allergies are caused by house dust, mold spores, pollen, and the dandruff or hair of household pets. If you suspect that youre suffering an allergic reaction to your pet, before giving him away, have yourself tested to determine the real source of the allergy.

[image: image] Contrary to popular belief, people who are allergic to cats are not allergic to the fur. Theyre allergic to Fel D1, an element found in cat saliva and deposited on the skin and fur when the cat grooms itself. The Fel D1 becomes airborne through dander, the dried flakes of skin, saliva, and secretions that fall from the cat through petting, jumping, or shaking.

[image: image] If you live with both a pet and an allergy, keep your bedroom off-limits to the animal. Have a nonallergic member of the family do the dusting and vacuuming and clean the litter box. Have that same person groom the animal outdoors and bathe the animal weekly.



Aquariums



Aeration

[image: image] Maxwell House Coffee. To make a temporary aerator during a power blackout, use a hammer and a nail to punch a small hole in the bottom of a clean, empty Maxwell House Coffee can. Dip the can into the fish tank to fill it with water, and sit the can on top of the corner edges of the aquarium, positioned so the water drips from the can and back into the tank. The dripping water breaks the surface tension of the aquarium water, allowing sufficient gas exchange between the water and the air; more carbon dioxide is released into the atmosphere and more dissolved oxygen is taken by the water. When the water empties from the can, refill ituntil the electricity comes back on.

Backdrop

[image: image] Scotch Tape. Rather than buying an expensive plastic backdrop at a pet shop, use Scotch Tape to adhere a sheet of decorative wrapping paper to the back of the aquarium.

Cleaning

[image: image] Arm & Hammer Baking Soda. To clean and deodorize an aquarium, remove the fish, plants, and toys from the tank, sprinkle Arm & Hammer Baking Soda on a damp sponge and scrub. Rinse thoroughly and dry.

[image: image] Clorox Bleach. To thoroughly clean an aquarium and kill any algae, remove all the contents from the enclosure and immerse them in a bin filled with one part Clorox Bleach and nineteen parts water. Let sit for one hour, and then rinse clean and sun dry. Discard all used gravel. To disinfect the enclosure, fill a sixteen-ounce trigger-spray bottle with two cups water and add two tablespoons Clorox Bleach. Spray the entire enclosure, let stand for fifteen minutes, and rinse thoroughly with water and dry with a clean towel.

[image: image] Heinz White Vinegar. To clean mineral deposits and water lines from inside an aquarium or fish bowl, wipe the stains with a sponge (or clean, used pair of Leggs Sheer Energy Panty Hose) saturated with Heinz White Vinegar. Rinse well. To remove stubborn stains, saturate a Bounty Paper Towel with Heinz White Vinegar and place it against the stain so the damp paper towel adheres to the glass. Let it sit overnight. In the morning, rinse clean.

[image: image] Ziploc Freezer Bags. Before cleaning an aquarium or anytime you need to move fish, place the fish from the tank in Ziploc Freezer Bags filled with water from the tank. Once youve cleaned the tank and refilled it with water, reintroduce the fish to your aquarium by floating the Ziploc Freezer Bags in your aquarium for an hour so the water in the bag gradually reaches the same temperature as the water in the tank. Once the fish have grown accustomed to the water temperature, open the bag, releasing the fish into the tank.

Decorations

[image: image] Clorox Bleach. Before adding decorations to an aquarium, soak them in one part plain Clorox Bleach to sixteen parts water for one week. Rinse thoroughly and let air-dry.

[image: image] PET PEEVES

A FINE KETTLE OF FISH

[image: image] To avoid contaminating the water in an aquarium with your hands, use plastic salad tongs or a plastic spaghetti grabber to move decorations, plants, rocks, and forts in the tank.

[image: image] To keep fish healthy, change approximately 20 percent of the water in a freshwater aquarium every three to four weeks, and 25 percent of the water in a saltwater aquarium every two to three weeks. Use a length of plastic tubing as a siphon. Pinch one end of the tube closed with your fingers from one hand, fill the open end of the tube with water from the tap, and pinch the open end of the tube closed with your fingers from your free hand. Carry the tube to the aquarium, place one end in the water at the bottom of the tank (where the debris settles), place the other end in a bucket sitting a few feet below the tank, and stop pinching the ends of the tubes. Water will flow from the tank to the bucket. When youve drained the proper amount of the water from the aquarium, refill the tank with water that has been sitting in a bucket at room temperature for several hours. (In a saltwater aquarium, use sea-mix to maintain the proper water density.) Hold a plate at an angle at the surface and pour the water onto the plate to avoid disturbing the fish.

[image: image] Never use soap to clean a fish bowl. The residue from the soap will kill the fish. And never use sponges, rags, brushes, or buckets that have been used with soap.

[image: image] When you add fresh water to an aquarium filled with fish, the fish typically cluster in one corner of the tank, enabling you to pour the water where no fish are swimming.

[image: image] Place your aquarium on a firm, level base positioned away from direct sunlight or any cold drafts. Keep the tank away from windows. Too much sunlight can overheat the water, causing algae to overgrow in the tank.

[image: image] Do not line the tank hood with Reynolds Wrap to reflect light back into the tank. The aluminum foil obstructs the ventilation holes, preventing unwanted carbon dioxide and heat from escaping.

[image: image] When changing aquarium water, use water with the same composition and temperature.

[image: image] Replace the evaporated water from a salt water tank with fresh water. Only the waternot the saltevaporates from saltwater tanks. Adding more salt water would over saturate the tank with salt, killing the fish.

[image: image] When moving fish from one tank to another, make certain the water conditions in both tanks are identical.

[image: image] Leggs Sheer Energy Panty Hose and Oral-B Dental Floss. To secure a plastic plant in position at the bottom of an aquarium, use a pair of scissors to cut the foot from a pair of clean, used Leggs Sheer Energy Panty Hose. Fill the panty hose foot with six marbles, place the roots of the plastic plant inside the nylon sack, and tie the open end of the panty hose closed with a piece of Oral-B Dental Floss. Place the weighted bag at the bottom of the tank and cover it with gravel.

[image: image] Waterpik. Use a Waterpik as a miniature high-pressure sprayer to clean algae, grime, and debris from the small leaves of plastic plants and other decorations, the same way that you might use a high-pressure sprayer to clean your house or car.

Protecting

[image: image] Leggs Sheer Energy Panty Hose. Stretching a clean, used pair of Leggs Sheer Energy Panty Hose over the top of a fishbowl prevents fish from jumping out or a cat from getting in.

Siphoning

[image: image] Leggs Sheer Energy Panty Hose. To prevent a siphon from sucking up small fish or gravel, cut the toe from a clean, used pair of Leggs Sheer Energy Panty Hose, insert the end of the siphon tube into the nylon toe, and secure it in place with a rubber band (making sure not to squeeze the end of the tube shut).

Water Changes

[image: image] Cool Whip. To add fresh water to the tank, use a clean, empty Cool Whip tub to scoop the fresh water.

[image: image] Glad Trash Bags. Before using a large plastic wastebasket to mix up salt water or dechlorinate water for your aquarium, line the wastebasket or garbage can with a clean, new Glad Trash Bag to avoid the possibility of transferring any hazardous substances into the tank. When youre finished filling the tank, reuse the trash bag for its original purpose.



Bad Breath



For Dogs and Cats

[image: image] Oral-B Toothbrush. To prevent bad breath, brush your pets teeth twice a day, if possible, or at least twice a week. Brushing your pets teeth greatly reduces bad breath and prevents plaque buildup, which make bad breath worse. For ways to brush your pets teeth, see page 284.

[image: image]

For Dogs Only

[image: image] Arm & Hammer Baking Soda. A puppy shedding his baby teeth frequently drools and has bad breath. Dampen a toothbrush (see Oral-B Toothbrush above), dip it in Arm & Hammer Baking Soda, and brush the puppys teeth. The baking soda soothes the gums and minimizes the odor.

[image: image] Listerine Cool Mint. Mix a capful of Listerine Cool Mint in a cup of water, pour the solution in a spray bottle, and spray your dogs mouth (and entire coat while youre at it). The minty mouthwash will freshen the dogs breath and coat.

[image: image] McCormick Pure Peppermint Extract. To freshen your dogs breath, add a few drops of McCormick Pure Peppermint Extract to her drinking water every time you refill her drinking bowl.

[image: image] Uncle Bens Whole Grain Brown Rice. Cook up a cup of Uncle Bens Whole Grain Brown Rice according to the directions on the box, let cool, and replace a small portion of your pets regular food with the rice at every mealtime. Whole grains aid the digestive process, and better digestion means better breath.

[image: image] PET PEEVES

SAVING YOUR BREATH

[image: image] Bad breath usually indicates tooth or gum disease, or possibly more serious problems.

[image: image] To prevent bad breath, give your dog hard biscuits and rawhide toys or sticks to chew on and brush your dogs teeth and gums. Rawhide bones scrape away plaque buildup.

[image: image] If, after brushing your dog or cats teeth, you find that your pet still has bad breath, take her to your veterinarian for a dental cleaning and to check for signs of gingivitis, periodontal disease, or plaque buildup.

[image: image] Bad breath in dogs and cats may also be a symptom of a liver disorder, diabetes, or kidney disease.

[image: image] Switching to dry food, rather than canned food, can help eliminate bad breath. The dry food grazes the teeth, scraping off plaque.

[image: image] To reduce bad breath, feed your pet once or twice a day and then remove the food if she doesnt finish her meal within thirty minutes. Allowing your pet to nibble from her food dish all day long merely feeds the bacteria in her mouth all day long.

[image: image] Cease feeding your pet table scraps flavored with garlic.



Barking



For Dogs Only

[image: image] Campbells Beef Broth. To train your dog to chew on a toy rather than bark incessantly, cook up a can of Campbells Beef Broth according to the directions on the label. Soak a rawhide bone or any other toy in the broth for five minutes, and let it dry. Attach a string to the chew toy and drag it past your pet to arouse his attention. When your pet starts chewing on the toy, warmly shower him with praise and enthusiastically repeat the word Chew! After repeating this tactic on several occasions, your pet will soon learn to chew his toy whenever you say Chew! Should your dog start barking uncontrollably, command him to Chew!to quickly divert his attention from barking.

[image: image] Coca-Cola. To stop your dog from barking, put a few pennies in a clean, empty Coca-Cola can, tape the opening shut, and simply shake the can a few times. Dogs find the sound of coins jangling in a can disconcerting and will likely stop barking.

[image: image] Orville Redenbacher Gourmet Popping Corn. To make a shaker, place a dozen unpopped kernels of Orville Redenbacher Gourmet Popping Corn in a clean, empty plastic water bottle and seal the cap on tightly. Whenever your dog barks, rattle the homemade maraca. The jarring noise will prompt your dog to stop barking.

[image: image] ReaLemon. To train a dog to stop barking, when your dog starts barking, squirt some ReaLemon lemon juice in the dogs mouth (not eyes) and say Quiet! The lemon juice is nontoxic and harmless, providing simple and effective negative reinforcement for behavior modification.

[image: image] PET PEEVES

BARKING UP THE WRONG TREE

[image: image] A confusing environment makes dogs aggressive or anxious, prompting constant barking.

[image: image] If your dog barks out of control, the typical response is to yell for the dog to stop. Unfortunately, a dog interprets yelling as encouragement. Instead, shower your dog with praise to thank him for barking. Once he understands that youve received his message, hes more likely to stop. If he keeps barking, say Quiet! firmly, and when he does, praise him and reward him with a treat as positive reinforcement.

[image: image] Dogs frequently bark as a response to outside noises. To subdue the barking, block those outside noises with a white noise machine, by playing music at a standard volume in your home, or by running the vacuum cleaner, washing machine, or dishwasher.

[image: image] Another technique to get your dog to bark less: Give your pet more exercise to calm his nerves and tire him out. Frequent walks and more playtime relaxes dogs.

[image: image] Barking can be caused by stress and boredom. To reduce stress and relieve boredom, give your dog a chew toy.

[image: image] To get your dog to stop barking relentlessly, say No! and squirt water from a squirt gun or spray bottle at his body (not face).

[image: image] If youre the victim of a barking dog owned by an inconsiderate neighbor, purchase an electronic device that, triggered by the sound of a dog barking, emits a loud ultrasonic sound, inaudible to humans, that the offending dog will find displeasing. You can attach the device to an outside wall of your home or a fence post, point it in the direction of the barking dog, and set it to go off only after a certain number of barks.



Bathing



BATHING

For Dogs and Cats

[image: image] Arm & Hammer Baking Soda. To soften and deodorize your pets coat and make the fur glimmer, add one tablespoon Arm & Hammer Baking Soda per gallon of water for the final rinse.

[image: image] Castor Oil. Before giving your dog or cat a bath, put a drop of castor oil in each eye to prevent soap irritation.

[image: image] Downy Fabric Softener. When bathing your dog or cat, mix one capful Downy Fabric Softener in one-half gallon water and use as final rinse. After applying the Downy, rinse your pet again. This treatment leaves your pets coat feeling soft and smelling April fresh.

[image: image] Glad Trash Bags. To avoid getting soaked when giving your dog or cat a bath, cut holes in a Glad Trash Bag for your head and arms and wear the impromptu raincoat to keep yourself dry during the ordeal.

[image: image] Heinz White Vinegar. Adding one tablespoon Heinz White Vinegar per gallon of water for the final rinse will soften and deodorize your pets coat, giving the fur a healthy sheen.

[image: image] Huggies Baby Wipes. Before giving your dog or cat a bath, wipe around the pets anus with a Huggies Baby Wipe and use a pair of scissors to carefully trim any long fur near the anus that might get soiled.

[image: image] Johnsons Baby Oil. Before giving your dog or cat a bath, place a cotton ball moistened with Johnsons Baby Oil in each of your pets ears to keep out water. Just be sure the remove the cotton balls afterward.

[image: image] Johnsons Baby Shampoo. When bathing your dog or cat, use Johnsons Baby Shampoo. Its gentle enough for pets, wont hurt their eyes, and leaves a pleasant smell.

[image: image] Leggs Sheer Energy Panty Hose. If your dog or cat tends to bite when confronted with a bath, improvise a muzzle by cutting off a leg from a clean, used pair of Leggs Sheer Energy Panty Hose, wrapping it several times around your pets mouth, and tying the ends back behind the animals ears. Do not cover the animals nostrils, and remove the impromptu muzzle if the pet experiences difficulty breathing, starts vomiting, or bleeds from the mouth.

[image: image] Murphy Oil Soap. To give a dog or cat a bath, add a few drops of Murphy Oil Soap in your pets bath water to moisturize and soften the skin and coat. Murphy Oil Soap is pure vegetable oil soap that will not harm a dog or cats sensitive skin.

[image: image] ReaLemon. When bathing your dog or cat, add one tablespoon ReaLemon lemon juice per gallon of water for the final rinse to give your pet a softer, shinier coat that smells lemon-fresh.

[image: image] Star Olive Oil. Before giving your dog or cat a bath, apply a drop of Star Olive Oil to your dog or cats eyes to prevent irritation from the shampoo.

[image: image] Vaseline Petroleum Jelly. To protect your dog or cats eyes from bath water and soap, apply some Vaseline Petroleum Jelly around the eyes.

ITS A DOGS LIFE

HOW TO GIVE A DOG A BATH

[image: image] Consider putting on a bathing suit before you begin.

[image: image] Place a rubber mat on the floor of the bathtub to prevent the dog from slipping and sliding.

[image: image] Fill the tub with several inches of lukewarm water.

[image: image] Put your dog on a leash, bring your dog into the room, close the door, and lift your dog into the tub.

[image: image] Place a cotton ball in each of the dogs ears to protect them from water.

[image: image] Using a plastic water pitcher, watering can, or hand-held shower attachment, gently saturate the dog with water, from the neck to this tail.

[image: image] Shampoo the dog, working up a good lather and pressing your fingers down to his skin.

[image: image] Wash the face last, using a soapy sponge or washcloth.

[image: image] Rinse thoroughly to remove all of the shampoo or soap.

[image: image] Add a little baking soda, lemon juice, or vinegar to the final rinse.

[image: image] Let the dog shake himself off a few times (behind a shower curtain), and then use a couple of big clean towels to dry your pet.

[image: image] Remove the cotton from your pets ears.

[image: image] Keep your dog in a warm place until he dries completely.

[image: image] Once your pet is dry, brush him well.

For Dogs Only

[image: image] Arm & Hammer Clean Shower. To give your dog a bath, spray the pet with Clean Shower, and then rinse thoroughly with water.

[image: image] Bounce. To get rid of the smell of a wet dog, wipe down the animal with Bounce dryer sheets, making the dog springtime fresh.

[image: image] Glycerin, Lemon Joy, and Heinz White Vinegar. To make a gentle homemade shampoo for puppies and dogs with extra dry skin, mix one-third cup glycerin, one cup Lemon Joy, one cup Heinz White Vinegar, and one quart water in a sealable airtight container (or a clean, empty, one-liter bottle). Shake well before each use.

[image: image] Heinz Apple Cider Vinegar. To tame your dogs skin infections, mix one cup Heinz Apple Cider Vinegar and three cups water. After your dogs bath, rinse your pet with the solution.

[image: image] Huggies Baby Wipes. To bathe your dog less frequently, wipe down your dogs coat with hypoallergenic, fragrance-free Huggies Baby Wipes.

[image: image] Johnsons Baby Oil. To give your dog a shiny coat, add one tablespoon Johnsons Baby Oil to the final rinse water.

[image: image] Nestl Carnation NonFat Dry Milk. Wash your dog with powdered milk. Add two cups Nestl Carnation NonFat Dry Milk to the bath water to neutralize bad smells and soften the dogs coat.

[image: image] Palmolive Dishwashing Liquid. This mild dishwashing detergent makes an excellent shampoo for dogs.

Drains

[image: image] Leggs Sheer Energy Panty Hose. To keep the bathtub or sink drain clog-free when bathing your dog or cat, stuff a balled-up pair of Leggs Sheer Energy Panty Hose into the drain to catch the loose hairs.

[image: image] S.O.S Steel Wool Soap Pads. To prevent a clogged drain when bathing a dog, place a ball made from an S.O.S Steel Wool Soap Pad in the drain opening to catch stray hairs.

[image: image] Wilson Tennis Ball. If youre determined to give your pet a bath but cant find the plug for your bathtub, use a Wilson Tennis Ball to block the drain. The suction from the drain will hold the ball in place. Just face your pet in the opposite direction, so he doesnt notice the ball and pluck it free.

[image: image]

[image: image] Ziploc Storage Bag. If youve lost the stopper for the drain in the bathtub, fill a Ziploc Storage Bag with water, seal it shut, and place it over the drain hole. The suction from the drain will hold the plastic bag in place, corking the drain.

Dry Shampoos

For Dogs and Cats

[image: image] Arm & Hammer Baking Soda. Too cold to give your dog or cat a bath? How about a dry shampoo? Make sure your pet is dry, and then sprinkle your pet with Arm & Hammer Baking Soda, rub the white powder into her coat, and then brush clean. The baking soda absorbs dirt and grime and leaves your pet smelling clean and fresh. (Do not use on pets restricted to a low-sodium diet, in case your pet licks the sodium bicarbonate from her fur.)

[image: image] Gold Medal Flour. To give your pet a dry shampoo, sprinkle Gold Medal Flour in the animals coat, work it in with your fingertips, and brush it out. When American pioneers crossed the country in covered wagons, the women used handfuls of flour in their hair as a dry shampoo to absorb the oils from their hair.

[image: image] Kingsfords Corn Starch. To give a dog or cat a dry shampoo, sprinkle Kingsfords Corn Starch into your dog or cats fur, work into the coat, and then comb and brush clean. The cornstarch absorbs grease, dirt, and odors.

THE CATS MEOW

HOW TO GIVE A CAT A BATH

[image: image] Clip your cats claws a day or two before the bath.

[image: image] Place a rubber mat (or a folded terry cloth towel) at the bottom of a sink or bathtub to give your cat something to grip.

[image: image] If youre going to be using a plastic pitcher or watering can to wet the cat, fill it with lukewarm water and place it next to the sink or tub.

[image: image] Adopt a calm, nurturing attitude to alleviate your cats anxiety.

[image: image] Bring your cat into the room and secure the door closed.

[image: image] Have a partner hold the cat by the scruff of the neck with the other hand under his chestwith the cats claws pointing away from him.

[image: image] Have the partner set the cat in the empty sink or tub, on top of the rubber mat or towel, holding him securely.

[image: image] Using a plastic water pitcher, watering can, or hand-held shower attachment, pour water over the cat to wet him thoroughly. Keeping your cats face dry will help keep your cat relatively calm.

[image: image] Apply shampoo and lather well, starting at the neck and working toward the tail.

[image: image] Wash the face last, using a soapy sponge or washcloth.

[image: image] Rinse thoroughly to remove all traces of the shampoo or soap (remembering that the cat will lick any residue off himself).

[image: image] Wrap the cat in a big clean towel, and dry him thoroughly.

[image: image] Place your cat in a warm place until he dries completely.

[image: image] Once your pet is dry, brush him well.

[image: image] Quaker Oats. Rub dry Quaker Oats into your pets coat, work it through with your fingers, and brush it out. Oats absorbs grease and dirt from your pets fur.

For Dogs Only

[image: image] Johnsons Baby Powder. To give your dog a dry shampoo, rub Johnsons Baby Powder into your pets fur, wait a few minutes, and then brush out. The talcum powder absorbs grease and dirt.

Drying

For Dogs and Cats

[image: image] ConAir 1875 Watt Dryer. After toweling your dog or cat after a bath, use the warm dry air from a blow dryer (on a low setting) to dry your dog or cat, provided your pet will tolerate the noise and blasts of hot air. (Do not aim the dryer at your pets face, and never use hot air, which can dry out the skin and possibly burn your pet.)

Whitening

For Dogs and Cats

[image: image] Mrs. Stewarts Liquid Bluing. To whiten white pet fur, just add a couple of drops of Mrs. Stewarts Liquid Bluinga very fine blue iron powder in a colloidal suspension that optically whitens white fabricin the rinse water.

[image: image] Pet Tricks

Cleaning the Bathtub

[image: image] Arm & Hammer Baking Soda. Once youve given your pet a bath, you may want to give the bathtub a good cleaning as well. Sprinkle Arm & Hammer Baking Soda on a damp sponge, scrub the bathtub, and rinse clean. The abrasive baking soda scours the tub and simultaneously deodorizes.

[image: image] Clorox Bleach. To clean and disinfect your bathtub after giving your pet a bath, fill the tub with warm water, add three-quarters cup Clorox Bleach, let sit for fifteen minutes, drain, and rinse clean.

[image: image] Country Time Lemonade. To clean the bathtub thoroughly and get rid of any lingering pet smells, sprinkle Country Time Lemonade drink mix in the bathtub, scrub with a damp sponge, and rinse well. The lemon freshens the tub, and the abrasive granular powder scours it clean.

[image: image] Dawn Dishwashing Liquid. For an astonishingly effective way to clean grime from a bathtub, pour a few drops of Dawn Dishwashing Liquid on damp sponge and scrub. Then rinse clean with water. Dawn Dishwashing Liquid cuts through grease and leaves the tub sparkling like new.

[image: image] Downy Fabric Softener. To clean stubborn stains and deodorize the bathtub after giving your pet a bath, fill the bathtub with water, add two tablespoons Downy Fabric Softener, and let sit overnight. In the morning, rinse clean. Downy contains a surfactant that turns water into a powerful solvent, and the fragrance refreshes the entire room.

[image: image] Efferdent. If youd like to clean the bathtub and disinfect it at the same time without having to scrub at all, fill a sixteen-ounce trigger-spray bottle with water, and drop in four Efferent denture cleansing tablets. When the water turns blue and the tablets fully dissolve, spray the solution on the inside surface of the bathtub. Let sit for fifteen minutes and rinse clean. The denture cleansing tablets dissolve the soap scum from the tub and kill germs and bacteria.

[image: image] Gillette Foamy. To clean the bathtub and simultaneously entertain your kids, spray a can of Gillette Foamy shaving cream all over the inside of the bathtub and tell the kids to hop in and play with the shaving cream. When theyre all finished scrubbing the tub and tiles for you, rinse the condensed soap off with water for a sparkling clean tub and sparkling clean kids.

[image: image] Heinz White Vinegar. To disinfect the bathtub after giving your pet a bath, fill the bathtub with hot water, pour in four cups Heinz White Vinegar, and let sit overnight. In the morning, rinse clean with water. The acetic acid in the vinegar cuts through grease and kills germs and bacteria.

[image: image] Hydrogen Peroxide. To clean any germs left in the bathtub by your pet, mix two tablespoons hydrogen peroxide and one gallon water, wipe down the bathtub with the solution, and rinse clean.

[image: image] Leggs Sheer Energy Panty Hose. To clean grime from the bathtub, ball up a clean, used pair of Leggs Sheer Energy Panty Hose and scrub the bathtub. The nylon is a mild abrasive and doubles as a scouring pad.

[image: image] Listerine. To disinfect a bathtub after giving your pet a bath, fill a spray bottle with Listerine antiseptic mouthwash, spray the inside surface of the bathtub with the antiseptic, let sit for ten minutes, and rinse clean.

[image: image] Smirnoff Vodka. Another way to disinfect the bathtub after giving a pet a bath? Fill a spray bottle with equal parts Smirnoff Vodka and water, shake well, and spray the inside surface of the bathtub. Let sit for ten minutes and rinse clean. The alcohol in the vodka kills any germs and bacteria left in the tub by your pet.

[image: image] Tide. To clean the bathtub, fill the tub with hot water, add two tablespoons Tide liquid laundry detergent, and let stand for approximately fifteen minutes. Use an abrasive sponge to scrub any stains, and then rinse clean with water.

[image: image] 20 Mule Team Borax and Heinz White Vinegar. To disinfectant the bathtub easily and effectively, mix one-quarter cup 20 Mule Team Borax, one ounce Heinz White Vinegar, and one gallon hot water. Sponge the solution onto the bathtub surface, rinse clean, and let dry.

[image: image] Wilson Tennis Ball. To clean soap scum from a bathtub, gently rub the stains with a damp Wilson Tennis Ball, wash the tub thoroughly with soapy water, rinse clean, and dry.

[image: image]

[image: image] PET PEEVES

ALL WASHED UP

[image: image] The more often you groom your dog or cat, the less often you need to bathe him. Brushing removes dirt, dander, and excess oil.

[image: image] Dogs and cats need baths only if they appear dirty, smell bad, or get coated with a foul chemicaland never more than once a week.

[image: image] Before bathing a dog or cat, make sure the water temperature is around 100 degrees Fahrenheit. Otherwise, your discontented pet will make every effort to escape from the tub.

[image: image] Make sure that wherever you chose to bathe a pet is a warm location free of drafts. Wet pets are susceptible to respiratory infections.

[image: image] When giving your pet a bath, keep your pet on a leash to avert any surprise escape attempts. Just be sure not to attach the leash to the hot water faucet.

[image: image] When giving your dog a bath, prevent your dog from shaking himself dry and splattering you with water by washing his head last. A wet head (not body) prompts the dog to shake himself dry. Immediately after you finish giving your dog a bath, towel your pet dry.

[image: image] If your dog fears baths, let him watch you take a bath so he accepts the idea.

[image: image] Before giving your dog a bath, let him relieve himself so he doesnt excrete anything into the bath water.

[image: image] When bathing your dog or cat, start washing around the neck to discourage fleasshould your pet have themfrom racing to his face.

[image: image] A plastic wading pool makes the perfect bathtub for large dogs.

[image: image] Dogs typically tremble during baths.

[image: image] The ideal tool for bathing your dog or cat? A hand-held shower attachment.

[image: image] To bathe your dog in the bathtub without getting the floor splashed with water, cut holes to fit your head and arms through a special shower curtain.

[image: image] Before giving your pet a bath, place a rubber floor mat in the bathtub so your pet can get a foothold without sliding around and feel more secure and less skittish.

[image: image] Use a plant watering can with a perforated pouring piece to gently shower your dog or cat with rinse water.



Bedding



For Dogs and Cats

[image: image] Arm & Hammer Baking Soda. To clean and deodorize your dog or cats bedding between launderings, make certain the bedding is dry, sprinkle Arm & Hammer Baking Soda on your pets bedding, let sit for fifteen to thirty minutes, and then shake out the powder or vacuum clean. Repeat if necessary.

[image: image] Clorox Bleach. If your pet suffers from ringworm, wash any pet bedding, sheets, or furniture covers in hot water and add one cup Clorox Bleach to the wash load.

[image: image] Concern Diatomaceous Earth. To kill fleas in your pets bedding, don a dust mask and goggles and sprinkle Concern Diatomaceous Earth around pet bedding and sleeping areas. Let sit for forty-eight hours and vacuum clean. The finely ground fossils of prehistoric fresh water diatoms, diatomaceous earth kills fleas (and many other crawling insects) by absorbing the waxy coating on the insect. (Be sure to use amorphous diatomaceous earth, not glassified diatomaceous earth, used in swimming pool filters).

[image: image] Pet Tricks

Washing the Bedding

[image: image] Arm & Hammer Baking Soda. To boost the cleaning power of your laundry detergent to clean and deodorize pet bedding (unzip the cover and toss it in the washing machine), add one-half cup Arm & Hammer Baking Soda, along with your regular detergent, to your laundry.

[image: image] Cascade. To whiten pet bedding, unzip the cover and mix two tablespoons Cascade (powder or gel) and one gallon hot water in a bucket. Soak the bedding cover in the solution for one hour. Pour the entire contents of the bucket into your washing machine and launder as usual with your regular detergent.

[image: image] Coca-Cola. To clean grease or oil stains from pet bedding, saturate the bedding cover with Coca-Cola, let sit for five minutes, and then launder as usual with your regular detergent. The sugars and phosphoric acid in the Coke break down the grease and oil stains.

[image: image] Heinz White Vinegar. Remove pet odors from bedding by adding one cup Heinz White Vinegar to your regular wash while the machine fills with water. For fierce pet odors on bedding, add one-cup vinegar to a bucket of water and soak the bedding in the mixture for one hour, and then launder as usual.

[image: image] Morton Salt. To rinse and deodorize a urine stain from pet bedding, dissolve one-half cup Morton Salt in a bucket of water, soak the pet bedding in the salt water for one hour, discard the salt water, and launder as usual with your regular detergent.

[image: image] Spot Shot. To clean a stubborn urine stain from pet bedding, saturate the stain with Spot Shot Instant Carpet Stain Remover, let sit for one minute, and launder as usual. (Do not use Spot Shot on non-colorfast garments.)

[image: image] 20 Mule Team Borax. To clean mud stains from pet bedding, let the mud dry, brush off as much of the dirt as possible, and dampen the remaining stain with water. Rub 20 Mule Team Borax into the spot, rinse clean, and launder as usual.

[image: image]

[image: image] Listerine. Another way to kill fleas in your pets bedding is to fill a spray bottle with Listerine antiseptic mouthwash and spray the bedding. The antiseptic kills the fleas, and the eucalyptol in the Listerine prevents them from returning.

[image: image] McCormick Fennel Seed. To repel fleas your pets bedding, use a mortar and pestle to crush McCormick Fennel Seed and sprinkle the powdered fennel in your pets bedding. Fennel repels fleas. In fact, an old adage advises planting fennel near the kennel.

[image: image]

[image: image] Reynolds Wrap. If you keep your pets bedding outdoors in cold weather, line the inside of the bedding box with Reynolds Wrap and then add the bedding. The aluminum foil will reflect your pets body heat and help keep her a tad warmer.

For Dogs Only

[image: image] Coca-Cola. During hot, humid weather, fill clean, empty two-liter Coca-Cola bottles with water, freeze, and place in a doghouse to keep your dog comfortable.

[image: image] Pine-Sol. To clean and deodorize a doghouse, mix one-half cup Pine-Sol in a bucket of water and wash the house thoroughly.

[image: image] PET PEEVES

LET SLEEPING DOGS (AND CATS) LIE

[image: image] Make a cat bed by cutting an opening into one side of a clean, empty cardboard box, and then line the box with a pillow, blanket, or towel.

[image: image] A square of foam rubber makes excellent bedding for a doghouse.

[image: image] A comfortable pet bed lessens pet mess around the house, by confining most of your pets shedding time to one spot rather than on your carpeting and furniture.

[image: image] Cats sleep an average of sixteen hours a day, but usually only a few minutes at a time, thus explaining the origins of the term catnapping.

[image: image] Does your cat wake you up every morning by meowing incessantly
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