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This book is dedicated to all the fabulous pupils I have taught throughout my career. Thank you for always inspiring me to think more deeply about how best to help you become confident and skilled writers.






OTHER NINJA RESOURCES FOR TEACHERS
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COMPREHENSION NINJA NON-FICTION

A set of six books for ages 5–11 that provide carefully curated resources to teach the key reading comprehension skills. With strong links to the National Curriculum, each book presents 24 high-quality non-fiction texts and photocopiable activities that help embed reading skills and improve comprehension, using strategies and question types such as true or false, labelling, matching, highlighting, filling in the gap, sequencing and multiple choice.
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COMPREHENSION NINJA FICTION AND POETRY

Each book in this six-book set contains 24 immersive fiction extracts and poetry texts by acclaimed writers including Roald Dahl, Michael Morpurgo, Patrice Lawrence, Katherine Rundell, David Almond, Zanib Mian, Joseph Coelho and Polly Ho-Yen. Every text is accompanied by photocopiable comprehension activities to boost reading retrieval skills in Key Stages 1 and 2.



NINJA MATHS RESOURCES
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TIMES TABLES NINJA

SARAH FARRELL WITH ANDREW JENNINGS

The activities in these photocopiable books give Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 pupils all the tools they need to gain fluency in multiplication and division. The KS1 book focuses on the 2, 3, 4, 5 and 10 times tables, while the KS2 book covers the 2 to 12 times tables in detail, ready for the Year 4 multiplication tables check.
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ARITHMETIC NINJA

ANDREW JENNINGS WITH SARAH FARRELL AND PAUL TUCKER

The Arithmetic Ninja series is the perfect resource for any primary classroom. Ideal for daily maths practice and quick lesson starters, each photocopiable book includes 10 questions per day and 39 bonus weekly ninja challenges – 702 question cards in total.



FOR CHILDREN AT HOME AND IN THE CLASSROOM
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WRITE LIKE A NINJA

A pocket-sized book packed full of all the grammar, vocabulary and sentence structures that children need in order to improve and develop their writing skills. Fully aligned to the Key Stage 2 National Curriculum, this book is designed to be used independently by pupils.
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SPELL LIKE A NINJA

This book provides essential tips, lists and advice to support the teaching and learning of spelling in the classroom or at home. Including every statutory spelling pattern in the National Curriculum, this all-in-one quick reference tool enables pupils to learn at their own pace.



FURTHER RESOURCES FOR SCHOOLS, TEACHERS AND CHILDREN ONLINE

Head to www.vocabularyninja.co.uk and follow @VocabularyNinja on X (formerly Twitter) for more teaching and learning resources to support the teaching of vocabulary, reading, writing and the wider primary curriculum.
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PART 1THE WAY OF THE SENTENCE NINJA








INTRODUCTION


WELCOME

Hello and welcome to Sentence Ninja! It’s fabulous to have you with us on this journey of sentence-level awakening and enlightenment. Sentence Ninja is your complete toolkit to improving pupils’ ability to create well-structured sentences independently. Simple! Yup, and that’s what this book aims to do … keep it simple, cut through the policies and progressions and provide clarity on how to improve sentences in your classrooms and schools.

Sentence Ninja aims to provide a clear guide to sentence-level improvement across the whole school. This includes subject knowledge, sentence progressions, teachable sentence toolkits and outstanding photocopiable resources to enable regular practice in school.

School Focus: Start to implement a consistent and universally agreed progression of sentence types across the school.

Teacher Focus: Equip teachers with the subject knowledge and resources to prepare, teach, track and assess sentence-level competence of their pupils.

Pupil Focus: Build sentence-level confidence as well as a secure toolkit of sentence types that pupils can apply easily within their any writing.

Well you’re here, so I’m guessing there’s a problem. So let’s talk about sentences and teaching. But first, let’s get REAL! Real about everything that surrounds the teaching of any aspect of the curriculum well. We need to deal in the realities and realisms of the situation. It helps that I’m speaking from over a decade of my own experience as a teacher and leader in many different KS1, KS2 and even KS3 settings, trying to combat what feels like a plague of sentence-level insecurity. But how can it be that pupils arriving in KS3 aged 11 and 12, having been in hour-long literacy lessons on pretty much a daily basis for the past six or seven years, can’t write a few correctly structured sentences? Now, don’t get me wrong, this isn’t all pupils, absolutely not! But, despite the best efforts of so many hard-working and dedicated teachers, huge numbers of pupils still can’t develop basic sentence- level structures independently.

Sentences are arguably one of the single most important ‘things’ our children will be taught in school, but sentences are quite often a subject of great misunderstanding and genuine lack of confidence for so many of our pupils.

I dare you to ask the next pupil you encounter in school, ‘What is a sentence?’. For most pupils, and potentially many teachers (myself once included here), they might just be wishing for the ground to open and swallow them whole. OK, that’s all a little dramatic, but I’d pretty much guarantee that you would get answers that were incredibly unsure or that were wildly inconsistent.

Either way, the phrases ‘incredibly unsure’ and ‘wildly inconsistent’ are not really what we want to be associating with high-quality teaching and learning. We would really like to see the opposite of those two phrases to be true. Every child and adult in our schools should easily and confidently be able to respond to this question, and we’ll uncover how simple the answer is soon enough.

So, why are sentences so misunderstood? There are potentially many factors that contribute to the downfall of sentences in our schools.

Training: Teacher training, from memory, is an intense process that has to cover so much ground in what is such a short space of time. This can mean that, even though subject knowledge is included in the training, it can often take a back seat.

Time: We need time to teach sentences, time to practise, time to dig a little deeper and understand sentences more. Although time in teaching is so often against us, hopefully this book will provide solutions to this problem.

CPD/whole-school vision: If sentences really are to be taught well, they need to be prioritised from the top down, where the curriculum allows for sentence-level teaching and practice within an English or literacy lesson.

Assumption: Is it the assumption that sentence-level teaching is prioritised or taught well, when this isn’t necessarily the case? Ultimately, we may have pupils higher up the school who aren’t capable of confidently constructing varied sentences.


Lack of dedicated discrete teaching: The demands of the curriculum, or to generate writing outcomes, can often be at the detriment of focusing on what really matters … the sentence.

Practice: Practice is often misinterpreted as copying and as a result is not encouraged. We need to look at how practice is perceived and, more importantly, valued if we are to see the positive changes we desire.

Now this isn’t all about painting a negative picture about sentences and teaching. There’s a huge amount of outstanding teaching of sentences and writing to be seen. But there are also many teachers who find themselves, due to the reasons above, in a position where sentence-level standards in their classrooms, year on year, just aren’t improving – despite everyone’s effort.

First we need a reality check! We need to look at the reality of writing in our school and understand what is going to make a real difference versus what we think will make a difference.

REALITY CHECK

This is a great point to take a reality check and ask some questions about writing in your classroom or school. You may be a class teacher, subject leader, member of the SLT, or even have responsibility for all of these roles. So it’s important to consider your role and the impact you can have. Try not to kid yourself too; be honest.


	Would everyone in your school (pupils and staff) be able to consistently explain what a sentence is?

	Do you and/or your staff regularly and explicitly teach different types of sentences?

	Do you and/or your staff dedicate time to practising how to write specific sentence types?

	Do you and/or your staff have a strong grammatical understanding of different sentences?

	Does your school have a consistent approach and terminology for teaching sentences?



If the answers to these questions are tending to edge towards ‘no’, then we need to start to understand and visualise the reality of the problem and how we can go about solving it.

ARE OUR PUPILS ‘MATCH READY’?

Here’s an analogy to help us visualise where we need to be with sentences, both in terms of our approach and the outcomes we want to achieve. There are so many real-life examples of how practice is the key ingredient to success in nearly every aspect












PRACTICE – OUR HIDDEN SECRET WEAPON





























PROBLEMS, POLICIES AND PROGRESSIONS (AND DON’T FORGET PRACTICE)











EVERY SENTENCE PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY!






SOMEBODY PLEASE THINK OF THE ADJECTIVES!
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