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PREFACE 
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The motto of every missionary, whether preacher, printer, or schoolmaster, ought to be “Devoted for life."Adoniram Judson 

Have you needed a refreshing word after a long day or weekend of serving? Through our service to others, we often give out without taking the time to refill. Varn and I have discovered that we must recharge our spirits. We must be re-motivated, re-directed, re-inspired, often. We have written this book In the Spirit of Armorbearing: A Devotion to Serve to encourage you our fellow servants of Christ. 

It is a devotional book and journal designed to reinforce the spiritual precepts presented in the original In the Spirit of Armorbearing book. There are a couple of pages for each week of the year with a Bible verse, a short devotional reading and a space for your own thoughts and reflections.

Its interactive format invites you to trace your journey toward a closer relationship with God and your leaders. The readings are filled with truths excerpted from our (A Devotion to Serve) columns and Armorbearer Training Series book ministry.

With you in mind, we developed some of the power principles from the original book In the Spirit of Armorbearing and added some new ones to compile fifty-two devotional readings for Christian leaders and supporters who are called to serve in any capacity of the local church. 

In Service to Christ, 

(Late) Varn Brown and Pastor Earma Brown 
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Serve As A New Creation
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Week 1 Serve With A Gracious Spirit Earma Brown
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The best portion of a good man’s life is his little, nameless, unremembered acts of kindness and of love. —William Wordsworth 

Are you a gracious ambassador for Christ and your leader? Graciousness simply means to be kind, courteous, and compassionate. We should seek to serve our pastors, leaders and each other with the attitude of love. I know it sounds like a girly term. But it’s not. Remember gentleness doesn’t sound that manly either. But gentleness means strength under control. 

The opposite of graciousness is being militant. One of the definitions of militancy is being ready to fight. In the case of God’s people, we are sometimes too ready to fight as a militant. 

What I mean by that is: as an armorbearer we naturally feel protective of our leaders and that’s where some of the militancy flows from. As I have matured in Christ, I realize we should be protective in faith and prayer of our leaders. Because we all know—the minute someone stands up to lead in Christ—they become a serious target of the enemy. 

Don’t get me wrong, I’m not saying anything negative about the security team’s role. I’m not an authority in that area; so I have no right to criticize. But I do know as the local church we have to adjust our thinking to the dangerous times we live in. 

Many churches are requiring their armorbearers to go through at least a basic session with the security team on how to disarm or block a threat. 

Also, I realize many churches have security team members that serve in dual roles or their armorbearer teams were birthed out of a security group. 

My aim is to bring balance and to at least make you aware of an expanded role. We must begin to realize that in our position as an armorbearer or operating in the spirit of armorbearing we are just as much called to be an ambassador for Christ and our leaders as we are to be protectors. As ambassadors, we are called to be gracious. 

Let me give you an example that will bring a little more clarity: Let’s say your Pastor has gone into his study and said, “I need to spend a little quiet time.” He has assigned one of his armorbearers to monitor the door, so he won’t be disturbed. A person without the perspective of being gracious would stand at the door and sling the sheep around saying, “Pastor’s studying right now. Go away! Or I know you’re one of pastor’s deacons, but you can’t come in right now.” 

On the other hand, the one recognizing his calling as an ambassador would graciously say, “Pastor has requested that he not be disturbed for an hour or so. May I take a message to give him when he comes out?  Or he’ll be out at this time; would you be able to come back then? That would be an example of graciousness, the spirit and attitude we are called to walk in. 

Meditation Moment: Let your speech at all times be gracious (pleasant and winsome), seasoned (as it were) with salt, (so that you may never be at a loss) to know how you ought to answer any one (who puts a question to you)  -Colossians 4:6 
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Week 2 Serve As A New Creation by Earma Brown 
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The resurrection gives my life meaning and direction and the opportunity to start over no matter what my circumstances. —Robert Flatt 

Die to the old man (life.) You truly are a new creation in Christ. You are not that old person. You’re not supposed to act like the old man either. You know the one that used to curse the kids, the dog and everything in sight. Alright, so you grew up in the Church and you never cursed the kids. 

But have you talked ugly about your neighbor or held a grudge for longer than you want to admit? Have you felt prideful about all the things you haven’t done like your sinful brother? In Christianese, a definition for dying is ‘letting go.’ Let go of the old to receive the new in Christ. 

Be quick to repent. Repentance is good for the soul. And yes, it takes humility to repent.to admit that you are wrong in anything grows humility in your life. Did you just finish screaming at the kids or at your employees? Maybe what you said was right but how you delivered it could use some work, like extra patience. 

Practice humility; go apologize. Don’t worry; they won’t lose respect. They will respect you more and you will grow in what virtue? Yes, humility. Don’t be afraid to let go of the old to receive the new. Or even walk the ‘death walk’. 

Jesus said to us, “If you love your life you will lose it. If you give it up in this world, you gain eternal life.” It’s a principle of God; whatever you release to him you will gain so much more. Let go; be humble and receive God’s best, his promotion. 

Meditation Moment: Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  — 2 Corinthians 5:17 
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Week 3 Serve with a Humble Spirit by Varn Brown 
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The more you lose yourself in something bigger than yourself, the more energy you will have. —Norman Vincent Peale 

Do you have a good attitude? One more question, would your family agree? I encourage you to keep a good attitude. Your attitude is key to walking in humility. Here’s why, pride can’t easily sneak up on you when you maintain a good attitude. A good attitude even positions you for God’s promotion. Remember the Psalmist prayed, “God create in me a clean heart and renew in me a right spirit (attitude.)” —Psalms 51:10. 

Cultivate a grateful heart. Have you noticed it’s impossible to be prideful in the midst of gratefulness? Self-centeredness usually walks with pride. Gratefulness turns the attention away from yourself and gives it to the person you are grateful to. Be thankful to God and grow in humility. 

Practice humility. Don’t be a perfectionist. The fact that everything has to be perfect is a signal of false humility, even pride. Parents, there’s nothing wrong with having high standards for your children. But every now and then apply some grace to your child’s mistake. 

Remember you made some too; may be even the same ones. Another good practice to cultivate humility is: I know you are a leader and leading well. But every now and then acknowledge there’s someone else that God could use just as well. Admit that even you can be replaced. 

Meditation Moment: God opposes the proud but gives
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