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Introduction [image: ]

A frustrated romance novelist is transported into her book, where she falls in love with the scruffy rapscallion pirate she created.

A powerless enchantress aligns herself with a human thief; together they fight the gods to restore peace to their kingdom.

An angel hiding among humans works an office job to fit in. When her identity is revealed, her new love interest and friends are in danger.

[image: I]ntrigued? That’s the magical pull of romantasy. If you create rich characters, put them in a fantastical world filled with spells, mythical lore, and mystical creatures, and add romantic yearnings, you’ll have your readers hooked from page one. Write a Romantasy will launch you on that writing path.

Whether you’ve written a romantasy before and just want to generate new ideas or this is your first time writing in this genre, expect to learn new tips and tools for setting up your story’s world, characters, and plot. You’ll use the first part of this book to create the foundation of your romantasy universe and identify the core fantasy elements you plan to incorporate. These otherworldly details are integral to the romantasy subgenre. It’s important to have fun with them!

Part 2 of this book will help you map out your plot and develop your characters. Here, you’ll find thirty-three chapters organized by romance trope (a common theme or literary device), such as the Meet-Cute, Second Chance Romance, Slow Burn, and others. You’ll explore each trope through a number of prompts that will help you define your characters and their relationships—everything from why they are drawn to each other (or torn apart), what hurdles they must overcome for their love, and how to make their chemistry sizzle. Ultimately, each of the ninety-nine prompts will thrust you forward in your story, helping you brainstorm ideas and develop scenes and chapters. For example:


	Learn how to build conflict between enemies who will eventually become lovers.

	Recycle ideas that are hundreds of years old (from fairy tales, for example) and make them feel new again.

	Broaden your characters’ perspectives by having them switch bodies with another character or lose their memory entirely.

	And more!



Remember: You’re limited only by the boundaries of your own imagination. Your characters can be anyone, your romantasy can take place anywhere. And just because a prompt inspires you to write a new scene does not mean it must end up in your final draft. Sometimes the whole point of writing a scene is simply to gain a deeper understanding of your own characters as you’re creating them. So, whether you’re writing a novel, fan fiction, screenplay, short story, RPG campaign, or comic, be bold! Good storytelling is all about taking risks. Silence those dating apps, cast a productivity spell, and get started!





How to Use This Book [image: ]

[image: R]omantasy is a subgenre of fantasy and romance—a romance-driven plot in a fantasy world. It’s popular among readers and writers alike because it offers an escape from the pressures of the real world. Romantasy combines the most compelling parts of both genres, captivating readers with daring adventures and magical love stories. The best romantasy books take you to a world you want to visit again and again.

If your favorite romantasy books completely enthrall you, you’re destined to become obsessed with these writing exercises too. This opening section of Write a Romantasy illustrates how you can best use these prompts: First, you’ll find a detailed description of how each prompt works and how the prompts can provide a structure to your writing sessions. Then, before you start writing, you’ll get a taste of some rules. You’ll also learn some pointers on starting the writing process, and finish up with suggestions on how to tie everything together. But first, let’s think about what makes up a trope and why this book is built around them.


[image: ] Navigate the Prompts and Trope Chapters

If you’re writing romantasy, chances are you’re a romantasy reader. So, you know how passionately readers feel about tropes. For the uninitiated, a trope is a common plot device that readers recognize from other stories. The familiarity is a feature, not a bug. Readers seek out their favorite Arranged Marriage stories; they argue what’s more satisfying, Friends to Lovers or Enemies to Lovers; they obsessively debate how slowly a Slow Burn romantasy should progress. Romantasy readers are faithful to tropes they adore.

Which is why each of the prompts in this book is grounded in a romantasy trope. And just as a Love Triangle can end in a “why not both” decision, committing to only one trope is not necessary. Your story might start with a Meet-Cute that leads to Mutual Pining that gets interrupted by Amnesia that then gets complicated by Only One Bed. Your challenge as a writer is to find ways to subvert these tropes and make them feel fresh again.

Every prompt is broken into several parts: The Scenario section gives you a basic setup for your scene. These scenarios aren’t set in stone—feel free to change details to make them fit your story. The Brainstorm section poses questions to limber up your imagination and get you prepared for situations that might come up as you write. The Write section is the actual prompt. Then the remaining sections give you more ideas to explore. And don’t forget, each prompt title works as a line of dialogue that can serve as a jumping-off point when you’re writing. Start with that line and see what comes next, or use the line wherever it fits best.

Each chapter features three longer prompts followed by five additional Quick Write prompts. These five prompts ask you to write continuously for 15 minutes without editing or censoring yourself. You may use these prompts at any point throughout your writing process. They’re especially useful for getting into a groove at the beginning of a longer writing sprint.

Now that you have a better idea of how to approach the prompts in this book, let’s establish some writing romantasy rules. These rules are going to become a vital element of your writing process that you can come back to again and again whenever you feel creatively stuck.



[image: ] The Rules

Before you start writing, let’s establish a set of rules for your romantasy writing practice. The goal of each rule is to fuel your creative fire and unlock that passion on the page.


RULE 1 These rules are meant to be broken.



There’s no one way to write something. If someone tells you there is, they’re wrong. Especially when it comes to romantasy, where a Prince of Darkness and Queen of Light can fall madly in love, or a cursed sword can interrupt a couple’s transformation from friends to lovers by sending them on a dangerous quest in a demonic dimension, or a giant bounty hunter can be captured by a flirtatious pickpocketing elf. Anything goes when you’re writing a romantasy.


RULE 2 Think big.



Sometimes prompt books don’t leave enough room for your imagination. Here’s a prompt you won’t find in this book: “A heartbroken werewolf gets injured outside a widow’s cottage and this unlikely pair falls in love as the widow nurses the werewolf back to health.” It’s too specific. What if you want to write about a time-traveling lothario, a witch who’s lost her powers, or a goddess who travels across galaxies to find the human lover she once banished to another land? Your eyes would glaze over at this werewolf prompt. Whereas “your protagonist gets injured outside a stranger’s cottage, and they fall in love as the stranger nurses your protagonist back to health” allows you to fill in the blanks and make the prompt your own.

Which is why you’ll see broader character signifiers here: protagonist, antagonist, friend, lover, etc. Instead of telling you exactly what to write, these prompts will guide you toward your best creative impulses.


RULE 3 Write badly.



It doesn’t have to come out perfectly the first time. Trying to make it “good” gets in the way of getting it down. Just write. You can make it better later.


RULE 4 Do it again.



These prompts are not intended to be one-and-done. Do them over and over and what you write will be different every time. Hopefully, you’ll use this book for the rest of your life.


RULE 5 Use what works for you.



These prompts are designed to get you writing. Go all in or just go with whatever parts of a prompt move you and ignore the parts that don’t. If a prompt seems too specific, feel free to modify it or focus on the elements you find most inspiring. Don’t twist yourself into a pretzel trying to respond to every aspect of a prompt. You aren’t being graded, so there’s no such thing as getting the prompt wrong. Same goes for pronouns. If a prompt says “she” and your character is a “he” or a “they,” default to your character’s pronouns.


RULE 6 Use the headers as jumping-off points.



Each prompt’s header is a line of dialogue. Try to work these lines into your writing. But don’t worry about being exact—you can tweak the line to fit your scene. These dialogue prompts can be first lines, or you can build toward them. You’re in charge.


RULE 7 Hold yourself accountable.



The hardest part of writing is sometimes just keeping yourself accountable; try to do at least one prompt a day. You’ll be amazed by the progress you make when you write daily, even for a short time. Set a timer for 20–40 minutes, then put your phone on the other side of the room. Focus on the prompt until the timer goes off.

These rules are important, but follow them with a grain of salt—remember Rule 1! Now that you have some guidelines on how to approach the writing process, it’s time to start writing your romantasy!



[image: ] Start Writing

Now grab a notebook, or open up a new document on your computer, and get busy. If you already have an outline, look for prompts that address specific needs in your story. If you’re not planning to outline or need help finding a story to tell, pick a trope you love, go to that chapter, and start there. And if you’re struggling with writer’s block, pick a prompt at random—they can be done in any order, and there’s no limit to how many prompts you use. Whenever you’re stuck, a new prompt will get you going again.



[image: ] Putting It All Together

Here’s a secret: The process of writing can be as thrilling as romantasy. Just as your characters are going on an adventure, you’re embarking on one as the writer too. Think of the characters you invent in the Creating Your Characters section and the setting you establish in the Worldbuilding section as your means of travel; then all the scenes you write using the prompts that follow are like the various destinations on your writing trip’s itinerary. The prompts in this book can help you experience the joy of letting your imagination go and discovering what happens on the page.

Whether you meticulously plot out your story using an outline, allow it to unfold organically as you write, revise using sticky notes to move plot points and details around, or do something entirely different, putting it all together looks unique for everyone. You’ll cement your story’s world and characters in Part 1 of Write a Romantasy, then combine them with the conflicts and plot points you’ll dream up in Part 2. You can always shift scenes around to find the ideal order and add details as you revise, so you send your characters on a complicated journey where they flourish, regress, fight for their love, or get totally heartbroken—not necessarily in that order. This book gives you a framework to create the ultimate romantasy. You are the only person who can write this story using your unique voice. So, write it.





[image: An illustration of a bird in flight, with two feathers falling below it.]






[image: ] PART 1 [image: ] FOUNDATIONS of ROMANTASY

    [image: Y]OUR JOB AS A ROMANTASY WRITER IS TWOFOLD: Create indelible characters who capture your readers’ hearts and build a compelling world that engages their imaginations. This introductory section to Write a Romantasy is your road map to accomplishing both goals.

There’s been much debate about what makes a “true” romantasy: If the primary stakes are romantic and the fantasy elements are secondary, does that qualify? What if the will-they-or-won’t-they aspect of your central relationship takes a back seat to the adventure? Ideally, you’ll find a balance between both, but it’s okay if you favor one element over the other. You’re still writing romantasy; don’t let anyone tell you otherwise.

The way you blend romance with fantasy is the magic potion that makes your romantasy unique. Just remember: It’s your characters who take your readers on this journey, so make sure they have what it takes to drive the story. The Character Creation Cheat Sheet in the following pages will help you clarify how your characters behave romantically and what heroic qualities they possess.

Next you will find tools for building the fantasy world of your story. Pick a setting and answer the questions in the Worldbuilding Questionnaire. Do this a few times, and imagine the challenges your characters face in these new fantasy worlds. This is how your story comes to life.



[image: ] Creating Your Characters

Think about how complicated you are.

Everyone has secrets, hopes, dreams, passions, regrets, triumphs. If you mapped out all the traits that make you unique and interesting, you’d probably find that you would make a good character in a book. Write someone who has as many layers as you do, but with even bigger secrets, more urgent hopes, more passionate dreams, deeper regrets, and more thrilling triumphs. Everything is heightened in romantasy, so let your characters be more extreme versions of people you might meet in the real world.

You might already have a million romantasy characters in your head, but whenever you need inspiration, use this Character Creation Cheat Sheet. Just select an Archetype—which is essentially a universally recognized character type—from the following section, and one or two adjectives from the list of Prime Characteristics. And if you don’t want your character to be human, choose a Fantasy Type. It’s a simple formula:

[image: A formula for creating a fascinating character, combining archetype, prime characteristic, and fantasy type.]
Use this formula to create as many romantasy characters as you want. Mix and match for variety!



[image: ] Archetypes [image: ]

Every romantasy has a hero or a heroine, but there are several different types of characters that are so ingrained in storytelling traditions that your readers will both recognize them and expect to see them. Think of these Archetypes as the foundation for the characters you create.

Hero/Heroine: A character who must go on a journey. They often have hidden powers, and they will be transformed by love. They want more from life than they currently have. They have flaws and room for growth.

Love Interest: The love interest often begins as a foil, helping your readers to see your protagonist more clearly. This character’s hidden depths only become transparent as they get to know your protagonist.

Best Friend/Ally: A sounding board for your hero/heroine, but they often have a romantic journey of their own. They either get your protagonist out of trouble or complicate the drama.

Mentor: Your protagonist will need help on their journey—their mentor is often an older, perhaps magical and enigmatic, character who can set them on the right path and guide them along the way.

Villain/Foil: Your antagonist will create conflict for your protagonist, making it difficult for them to complete their journey. They want things like power, revenge, and control.

Comedic Relief: A comedic foil for your protagonist. They can be friend or foe.

The Trickster: Deceitful without being malicious. They love stirring up trouble.

Reluctant Warrior: Though they’d prefer to remain home and avoid conflict, they are the only one powerful enough to conquer an enemy. They will ultimately choose to save the world.

The Betrayer/Rebel: They never do what they’re told. When they commit heroic acts, they do so reluctantly because it’s the right thing to do and they have a moral code.



[image: ] Prime Characteristics [image: ]

Your characters might exhibit any of these traits at different points in your story. But you can define who they are at their core with one or two characteristics from this list. Think of it as their default settings.





	ABRASIVE

	DUTIFUL

	KLUTZY

	RESILIENT




	AGGRESSIVE

	EAGER

	KOOKY

	RESTLESS




	AMBITIOUS

	EDUCATED

	LOGICAL

	SELF-CENTERED




	AMORAL

	EMOTIONAL

	LOVING

	SELFLESS




	ANXIOUS

	ENTHUSIASTIC

	LOYAL

	SENSITIVE




	ATHLETIC

	FAIR

	MANIPULATIVE

	SHREWD




	BENEVOLENT

	FAITHFUL

	MINDFUL

	SKEPTICAL




	BLUNT

	FEARLESS

	MODEST

	SMUG




	BOLD

	FRIENDLY

	NAIVE

	SPIRITUAL




	BRAVE

	FRIVOLOUS

	NOBLE

	STOIC




	CARING

	GENEROUS

	NURTURING

	STUBBORN




	CAUTIOUS

	GENTLE

	OBEDIENT

	TENACIOUS




	CHARISMATIC

	HAPPY

	OBSERVANT

	THOUGHTFUL




	CHEERFUL

	HARDWORKING

	OPTIMISTIC

	TIDY




	CLEARHEADED

	HARSH

	ORDERLY

	TRUSTING




	CLEVER

	HONEST

	PERSISTENT

	VALIANT




	COMPASSIONATE

	IDEALISTIC

	PERSUASIVE

	VICIOUS




	COMPETITIVE

	IMPETUOUS

	POSITIVE

	VIRTUOUS




	CONFIDENT

	INDEPENDENT

	PRACTICAL

	VISIONARY




	CRAFTY

	INTUITIVE

	QUIET

	WHIMSICAL




	CURIOUS

	JADED

	QUIRKY

	WISE




	DARING

	JEALOUS

	QUIXOTIC

	WITTY




	DECEPTIVE

	JITTERY

	RECKLESS

	ZANY




	DECISIVE

	KIND

	RELIABLE

	ZEALOUS












[image: ] Fantasy Types [image: ]

When it comes to romantasy, your characters can come from endless backgrounds and play various roles in society. Use this list of types to create a diverse cast of characters.





	ALIEN

	ELF

	MAGICIAN

	SLAYER




	ANDROID

	FAIRY

	MERMAID

	SPIRIT




	ANGEL

	GHOST

	NECROMANCER

	SPY




	ASSASSIN

	GIANT

	ORC

	SUPERHERO




	BARD

	GNOME

	ORPHAN

	TRICKSTER




	BEAST

	GOBLIN

	PIRATE

	TROLL




	CENTAUR

	GOD

	PRIEST

	UNICORN




	CHANGELING

	HALFLING

	PRINCESS

	VAMPIRE




	CHOSEN ONE

	HEALER

	REBEL

	VIKING




	CYCLOPS

	HUMAN

	SATYR

	WARRIOR




	DEVIL

	HUNTER

	SEER

	WEREWOLF




	DRAGON

	IMP

	SHIFTER

	ZOMBIE




	DRUID

	INCUBUS

	SHOPKEEPER

	 









As you build your characters, experiment with different combinations of Archetypes, Prime Characteristics, and Fantasy Types. Before you settle on who your protagonist is, you might want to imagine different versions of them in the world you’ll create in the next section, as the details of this world might help determine the types of characters you see living there.





[image: ] Worldbuilding

When are you done building a world?

Honestly, never. But that’s a good thing!

Worldbuilding is a constantly evolving process. You will be building your romantasy world until the day your book is published—and even then, you won’t be done. If you’re writing a book series, you still have boundless corners of your world to uncover. But even if this is a one-and-done book, the world you create will be so real to you that it’ll keep expanding in your head for the rest of your life. This is both the blessing and the curse of being a writer. Thankfully, it’s more blessing than curse!

The world of your romantasy might have shades and echoes of the world we live in now, but with a fantastical edge to it. Your story might take place on Earth in the year 3056, deep in the ocean, in a cave community, in a futuristic city, in a magical realm, in another galaxy, in ancient Rome, in a domain overrun by dragons, in a desert landscape, in a mystical faery universe, or in a fallen kingdom. The key to building a world readers want to come back to, again and again, is in the details.


[image: ] Types of Worlds [image: ]

Romantasy can be divided into subgenres with different vibes and visual landscapes. Find the genre in the following list that most closely matches what you’re writing, then use one of the suggested settings as a jumping-off point for the first scene in your story.

Dystopian Romantasy: Your world looks like the modern world in decay. Your story unfolds in a near future that has taken a catastrophic turn. Potential Starter Settings: a desolate town, a fallout shelter, a crumbling city.

High Romantasy: Your world is fantastical. It is populated by mythical creatures, and the universe is guided by magical systems. Potential Starter Settings: a cave inhabited by dragons, an enchanted forest, a pirate cove.

Magical Realism: Your world looks like the real world and feels grounded, but with subtle fantastical differences. Your story contains spells, magic, and potions. Potential Starter Settings: a secluded valley, a quaint home with a hidden passage that leads to a secret room, a witch’s hideout.

Paranormal Romantasy: Your world is inhabited by ghosts, ghouls, and creatures that wake you up in the middle of the night. Potential Starter Settings: a haunted house, a vampire’s underground lair, a werewolf den.

Sci-Fi Romantasy: Your world is a blend of science fiction, fantasy, and romance. Your story might take place in space or other worlds with aliens and androids. Potential Starter Settings: a shuttle nearing its final destination, an underground citadel, a pristine white room.

Sword and Sorcery: Your world is full of sword-wielding heroes, witchy villains, and mysterious magical friends. Your story is most likely set in the past. Potential Starter Settings: a fall faire, the town center before a beheading, the Queen’s bedroom.

Urban Romantasy: Your world is gritty and dark, with fantasy elements. Your story takes place in a city with skyscrapers, and your lovers probably meet at work. Potential Starter Settings: a boardroom, a building rooftop with a starry sky overhead, a monolithic structure that is cursed.

Try this to help you get started:

Write down everything you know about the world you’re creating. Wherever you are, whenever an idea pops into your head, write it down.



[image: ] Worldbuilding Questionnaire [image: ]

The questions on this list are designed to get you thinking about how deep and complex the world of your story can be. Use these questions to begin exploring what your world looks like, but don’t feel limited by this list. Follow any paths these questions send you down.


	Using your senses, how would you describe the world around you? How does it look, sound, smell, taste, and feel?

	What initial emotional responses does this world elicit from you? Why?

	What do people (or creatures) wear in this world? How do they wear their hair (if they have any)?

	What are the culinary delicacies of this world, and what are the most romantic spots where your characters might go to eat, drink, and dance?

	What’s the most dangerous thing about this world? What activities are illegal? And how might this atmosphere impact the lovers in your story?

	What common self-care practices are popular in this world?

	What is the most common language? What other means of communication do people use beyond language? How do lovers communicate when they’re apart?

	What does it mean to be rich here? How do lower-class people survive? How do these financial hierarchies affect romantic relationships?

	What is the ultimate sign of success? How are heroes rewarded?

	What behavior is considered inappropriate?

	What does a single person’s home look like? Describe it from the outside, then from the inside. How does it differ from a typical family home?

	What do people do for entertainment and recreation? Describe a typical date night here.

	List five things that people would find surprising about this world.

	List five reasons why you would want to live here. Then, list five reasons why you’d hate living here.



Feel free to add your own questions to this list.

This world is inside you, and you’ll continue to define what it looks and feels like as you get deeper into your story, so don’t get too bogged down by prewriting. You have your characters, and you’ve begun building the foundation of the world of your story. Now it’s time to explore the prompts in the rest of this book and start writing!








[image: ] PART 2 [image: ] PROMPTS to INSPIRE

    [image: I]N THIS SECTION OF THE BOOK, you’ll find a plethora of writing prompts tailored for the romantasy tropes readers love most. Each prompt has several ideas to help you develop characters, map out their journeys, and get started on new scenes. In addition, the Quick Write prompts provide extra jumping-off points. These can be especially useful at the start of a writing session.

Now, let go of any preconceived ideas or expectations as you dive into each prompt. Just write. You’ll feel your creative engine warming up, and by the time you finish, your synapses will be firing at sixty thoughts a minute. Keep writing and see where those thoughts take you.

These prompts are fuel for your creative engine. You’re in charge of how you use them. They are designed to inspire—to unleash your passion for romantasy and keep the words flowing until you’ve brought an entirely new world of wonder and love to life.








[image: ]
ENEMIES TO LOVERS

Stories where two characters begin as antagonists but ultimately find themselves in a romantic relationship are always full of extreme emotions. There’s no mistaking when they are on the path from Enemies to Lovers. The animosity between them might be ancient. Maybe they’ve despised each other since childhood. Or maybe they met in adulthood, and it was hate at first sight.

A power imbalance—boss/employee, god/human, royalty/peasant—might have fostered their hostility. Or they might come from wildly different backgrounds and can’t imagine how they could ever see eye to eye. Perhaps they’re in competition, vying for the same promotion or both trying to get the last available seat on an intergalactic shuttle of pioneers destined to settle on a faraway planet. They’ve wronged each other in many ways and the wounds are deep.

However their hatred was born, it feels like an insurmountable obstacle. These two characters will clash. But the inciting incident (a pivotal event that sets the story in motion) will unite them against their will. They will be partnered in some way, forced to work together, possibly for their very survival.

The icy chill between them will thaw. They will discover unknown similarities; they will be vulnerable; they will begin to bond. Ultimately, they’ll realize they can’t live without each other.

[image: ]






“You’re Literally the Devil”


[image: ] SCENARIO [image: ]

Your protagonist could never see herself with this person. Ever. They have a long, complicated history of disagreements and fights. There’s no way she could hate this person more than she already does. At least that’s what she thought, but then she finds out this person isn’t who he says he is.



[image: ] BRAINSTORM [image: ]

What’s the most dramatic way for her to discover the truth? Come up with ten possible ways this scene could play out, even if some of the ideas are terrible. (Get your bad ideas out of the way to find the better ones.)

Think about the enemy’s secret. What are his motivations for keeping it hidden?



[image: ] WRITE [image: ]

Write a scene where your protagonist finds out what her enemy has been hiding. The truth about who he is and what he’s done. The pain he has caused.

Give her a moment where she confronts him and unleashes all her fury. Think of it as an emotional aria. Make her pain palpable. She didn’t know she could feel so deeply. Give him a moment where he expresses genuine remorse. Does this change the way she sees him?

Remember: The hate between these characters is shallow. Think about how you can use the depth of your protagonist’s emotion here to clue readers into the fact that she does care for him.



[image: ] OPTIONAL ELEMENTS TO INCLUDE [image: ]


	A moment where her enemy tries to convince her that his secret isn’t that bad.

	A moment of physical contact.

	Another character overhearing their argument.




Fantasy Twist

After you’ve written a draft of your scene, read through it and look for places where you can elevate the fantastical elements of this world. Do your characters have powers? Does their ability to use these powers change when they feel love versus hate?







“I’ve Never Hated Anyone More Than You”


[image: ] SCENARIO [image: ]

Your protagonist and her enemy are developing feelings for each other, but they haven’t expressed or acted on them. That’s going to change today.



[image: ] BRAINSTORM [image: ]

Before you start writing, list at least ten things your protagonist hates about the other person. Then, list at least ten things your protagonist loves about the other person. Use these details as she describes how conflicted she’s feeling in the scene you write.



[image: ] WRITE [image: ]

Write a scene that begins as an argument and becomes a confession of love. Start with the line “I’ve never hated anyone more than you.” Then build to a “but…”

“But I can’t stop thinking about you.”

“But I don’t know who I am anymore.”

“But I also love you.”

Begin with the fight, then get to the “but” later in the scene. Earn the “but.”

Remember: Think of their fight as a sporting match. How many points do they each score?



[image: ] OPTIONAL ELEMENTS TO INCLUDE [image: ]


	A moment of levitation, either literal or metaphorical.

	A small lie (to create drama later in your story).

	A moment of disbelief.




Fantasy Twist

What if this was a dream, or a vision, or a nightmare? How would that change the arc of the scene?







“Do Me a Favor and Leave”


[image: ] SCENARIO [image: ]

Your characters have consummated their relationship. They’ve moved past enemies into the lovers stage. Things are going well. But then your protagonist backslides. She momentarily forgets how much they’ve been through and reverts to her old self, the one who hated this guy’s guts. She says something that hurts him.



[image: ] BRAINSTORM [image: ]

What’s the worst thing she could do to her lover? Make a quick list of betrayals, from kinda bad to terrible. Don’t censor yourself. Even if it feels unforgiveable, put it on your list. When you have at least ten ideas, circle the ones that feel like they have the most energy. Then do some freewriting about how her lover might react to these offenses.



[image: ] WRITE [image: ]

Write a scene where your protagonist reverts to her former self. She makes a huge mistake and either says or does something cruel to her lover. These words wouldn’t have hurt him before, but now it feels like a knife to the heart. He asks her to leave. What actions can she take to make it right again?

Remember: They’ve seen each other at their worst, but they’ve also been incredibly vulnerable with each other. It might look like there’s no coming back from this betrayal—but in the end, their love for each other will prevail. Let this be a fallout that ultimately brings them closer together.



[image: ] OPTIONAL ELEMENTS TO INCLUDE [image: ]


	Your protagonist drops to the floor.

	Uncomfortable fidgeting.

	A promise taken back.




Fantasy Twist

In your story’s unique world, what additional obstacles can you create to make it more difficult for your protagonist to win back her lover’s heart? What if he retreats to a location where she can’t physically go, or she’s forbidden to go?




Callbacks

Look at earlier fight scenes you’ve already written between these two characters. Find a line that you can echo in this scene, but it has a totally different meaning at this point in their relationship. Make it ache to see them back in this place again.






[image: ]

QUICK WRITES [image: ]

Set a timer for 15 minutes and do not stop writing until the timer goes off. Do not edit, cross out, or censor yourself. Write down every thought that comes to you.


	1. Write a scene where your protagonist tries to sabotage her enemy. What are the worst possible things your protagonist could do?

	2. Write a scene where the enemy overhears your protagonist telling a friend how much he’s hurt her.

	3. Write a scene where your protagonist destroys something her enemy loves. This is something she’ll never be able to fix.

	4. Write a scene where your protagonist learns about a traumatic event from her enemy’s childhood.

	5. Write a scene where your protagonist fixes something her enemy broke, and a small, tentative connection begins to form.
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ELEMENTAL MAGIC

Characters with Elemental Magic can reshape the earth, bend the air, walk on water, and set the world on fire… literally. All their special abilities are connected to nature. They can manipulate the environment in enchanting, thrilling, and scary ways.

With this type of magic, you have a lot of questions to ask and answer. Where do they get their powers? In what ways do their powers change how they relate to others? How much self-control do they have and what happens when they go too far? You make the final call. They may have been born with magical abilities, or you might have them discover their powers during your story. As their journey progresses, they become more comfortable in their supernatural skin.

You don’t have to stick to the four classical elements—earth, air, water, fire—when you’re writing characters with Elemental Magic. Your characters might control metal, gas, lightning, shadows, chemicals, glass, or molecular atoms. They could even manipulate elements of your own invention. Why limit yourself to the elements that exist in the real world when you can let your imagination run free?

Most importantly, since you’re writing romantasy, don’t forget steam, as in: How might your characters use their magical abilities in their most private, sexy moments? This is a chance to create off-the-charts chemistry. Have fun with it.
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