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 An Unforgettable Vacation
In Rio De Janeiro

Rio de Janeiro must be one of the most spectacular
cities in the world to visit! There is never a dull moment in this
vibrant city, which is commonly known as “Rio”. It’s the second
largest city in Brazil and probably the best known to the
world.

Rio de Janeiro, translated from Portuguese meaning
“January’s River”, has much to offer the visitor. The statue of
Christ the Redeemer, overlooking the Sugar Loaf Mountain is an icon
of Rio recognized by thousands of people all over the world even if
they have never set foot in Brazil before.


Rio Carnival

 Rio is
best known for its annual carnival. This is an amazing time of
revelry and festivity when thousands of people take to the streets
of the city to sing and dance to an astounding number of bands, who
have practiced all year round to be the best musicians possible.
Most of the music is samba as this is the traditional music of
Brazil.

Everyone is welcome to the city’s biggest party of
the year; class is forgotten for the duration of the carnival –
from upper, to middle to working class and people living in the
slum areas, everyone is welcome to join in the revelry. The
anonymity of costumes and masks makes everyone equal for a few
days.

The carnival takes place just before Lent, the time
of abstinence in the Roman Catholic Church, and the carnival was
seen as a time to have as much fun as possible before this time of
reflection. People throng the streets dressed in flamboyant
costumes dancing to the heady beat of hundreds of drums. The
carnival lasts about a week.

[image: tmp_7f64c322a4f40ed7f43b47eea2acfe82_U88bSX_html_d1b27a5.jpg]

The costumes are outrageously ostentatious, but at
the same time breathtakingly beautiful. Months of work go into
designing and making them, all with the hope of receiving the
ultimate first prize for the best costume in the samba schools
parade.
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Costumes can be purchased online by potential
visitors from all over the world, who plan on visiting Rio during
the carnival, and would like to take part in the parades.

The carnival usually takes place in February so
visitors who wish to be in Rio at this time should be pro active
about securing accommodation in the city as every hotel and any
other type of vacation accommodation is fully booked during this
time. Late-comers often have to book into hotels in the neighboring
towns and cities. Many of these towns organize their own carnivals
and also attract crowds of revelers from all over the world. The
Rio carnival will always be the main carnival and the biggest and
best of them all.

The carnival begins when King Momo or the Fat King is
crowned king of the carnival by the mayor of Rio and given the key
to the city. His role is to lead the city in partying and frivolity
for the duration of the carnival. Most rules of the city are bent
for this week – everyone is just out to have a good time and forget
all the cares of daily life. The tradition of King Momo stems from
a character in Greek mythology, said to be very big and fat and
known as the god of satire and mockery.

The “king” is chosen for his size – a large, fat
fellow who in spite of his size can still party from dusk to dawn.
When King Momo begins to dance and party everyone around him is
supposed to do the same. He leads the partying and where he is
present there should always be singing, dancing and music
playing.

Expect to have a blast during the carnival – join in
with the revelry whenever you want to. Remember the crowds are all
excited and there is much drinking and music and dancing. You might
even find yourself getting doused with beer by a bystander, but
it’s all taken in the spirit of the biggest street party in the
world.

Accommodation should be booked in advance to make
sure you get a room close to the main venues of the parties. Many
revelers don’t require a room in a hotel and carry mini mattresses
and pillows around with them, so that they can catch a quick nap if
they find the place and opportunity to do so. Once awake again,
they jump up and carry on with the party of the year.

It’s very wise to have food and drink with you as
well, as the night can become very long when you become hungry and
have nothing to eat or drink.

Party time in Rio is taken seriously, no one wants to
be left out of the fun – everyone in the city loves to take part in
this massive festivity. Visitors are more than welcome to join in
the fun, so make the most of it and join any group you fancy as
long as you have your dancing shoes on.

The carnival has been divided into three sections to
accommodate the thousands of participants and spectators. Having
different venues alleviates crowding to a small degree. There is
the street carnival where people parade and party in the streets of
the city, dancing and singing to numerous bands. As the parade
moves along the streets of the city it becomes bigger and bigger as
more and more revelers join in the fun.

The Samba parade organized by the Samba Schools takes
place at Sambadrome. It’s amazing to see these excellent samba
dancers dressed up in their exotic costumes performing their dance
routines. They practice the dances all year round to make sure they
are perfect for the next carnival. Every school has a theme song
and when you hear hundreds of voices singing with the beat of many
drums, it’s amazing, you might need to cover your ears for a
while!

There are also competitions organized among the samba
schools for the best costumes and dancers.

Carnival balls are also very popular for those
revelers who prefer to be indoors.

The partying mostly takes place at Copacabana and
Ipenema. Check out venues in hotels where parties are taking place,
or just join in with the crowd in the streets. I found the street
parties to be way more fun than organized affairs.

A word of warning to first-time visitors to Rio who
have not yet heard about the deft pick-pock thieves who operate in
the city. Be careful at all times – not only during carnival – with
your personal belongings. Don’t display anything valuable like
i-phones, expensive cameras and wallets; make use of a money belt
to keep your money safe.

The security around the Sambodromo is intense on
parade days as there are usually many celebrities and politicians
and people of station who attend the parade and their safety has to
be guaranteed by the city’s authorities.


Samba Dancing

 Samba
is the famous dance of Rio and if you wish to be part of the scene
in this vibrant city you should learn this exotic dance as soon as
possible. Rio has an abundance of Samba schools where the steps can
be learnt from excellent instructors. On special days in the week
many of the samba schools put on live shows for the public to enjoy
and at the same time give the students an opportunity to perform in
front of a live audience.
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The samba schools take part in the annual carnival
parade, which takes place in the Sambodromo, a concrete structure
resembling a stadium. A flag-bearing couple is chosen to lead each
school, and as one watches the parade passing by, you realize how
many samba schools there are in Rio.


The outskirts of Rio

 It’s common knowledge that Rio also has a
part of their city that the cariocas aren’t very proud of. This
should not put you off visiting Rio as many cities in the world
have slum areas where the very poor live. Many times poverty is
caused by addictions to substances like alcohol and drugs and
because of this factor, jobs are lost and poverty sets in.
Unfortunately in many cases it’s the children that have to suffer
for the choices their parents make.
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Thousands of people live in close proximity to one
another in shacks and hovels in the poorest conditions imaginable.
The many children that are conceived and born here often have
nowhere else to go but the streets to beg and find room to
play.

While in Rio I went on an organized coach tour
through these slum areas and was appalled by the conditions some
people live in. This is why it’s said that during the Rio carnival
everyone feels equal. The people from the slum areas look forward
to the carnival all year round, because they can freely mix with
the middle and upper class citizens without being picked out as
coming from the slums. They hide behind a façade of dancing and
revelry for a week and forget about the hardships at home.

There are thousands of tourists in the city at this
time of year who are mostly generous with their money and enjoy
buying a beer for a stranger partying with them.


Copacabana

 This is the
most famous district in Rio. Here you will find many of the best
hotels opposite the beach, including plenty of night clubs and
restaurants.

Copacabana beach is one of the most famous beaches in
the world. The wide stretches of pristine sand and almost
guaranteed sunny days, causes thousands of people to flock there
every year.

If you can’t visit Rio during the carnival, then try
not miss being there for the celebrations of the new-year’s eve.
You will be treated to dancing through the night bare foot on the
soft sand and partying till way after dawn.

There’s probably no better place in Rio to get to
know the friendly local Cariocas – the people of Rio - than on the
beach. Chat up the vendors who frequent the Copacabana brandishing
their wares and persuading holidaymakers that they can’t possibly
do without whatever it is they’re selling. They make a fantastic
splash of color on the beach. I particularly love the hat sellers
who walk around with their wares piled high on their heads, looking
for an opportunity to spread them out on the sand for the buyers to
make their selection.

Colorful kaftans, sarongs, bikinis, beach towels,
hammocks, and slip-on sandals are just a few of the items that you
can purchase on the beach. These vendors either carry their wares
with them to the potential customers or have small stalls on the
edge of the beach. For many of them this is their only source of
income. This is a very relaxed way of doing your shopping – you can
take your time about examining articles before you make a decision
and reach for your wallet.

The coconut sellers are always surrounded by eager
locals and visitors as they watch the vendor deftly cutting off the
tops of the coconuts and inserting drinking straws, ready for the
thirsty customers to quench their thirst with the cool milk inside.
Coconut milk is a very refreshing drink in the heat of the day.

You don’t only have to lounge around on the beach,
join in a game of beach- volleyball, foot-volleyball or soccer. If
you’re not a pro don’t worry you will soon learn the games and have
great fun with the locals. When you have had enough of playing and
need to cool down visit one of the many ice cream stalls on the
beach or get a creamy delight from one of the vendors, you will
definitely come back for more.

[image: tmp_7f64c322a4f40ed7f43b47eea2acfe82_U88bSX_html_2783e118.png]

What better place to relax in a lounger and watch the
locals at play than Copacabana Beach?
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Pictures of the Copacabana beachwalk with its wavy
pattern is a well-known sight all over the world, it’s great to
walk here early in the morning and
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