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“Take the trip of your life about the ‘trip of your life’ in
 this wonderfully entertaining, emotionally uplifting, and
 spiritually enlightening journey of the soul from the pens
 of Jack Canfield and Bill Gladstone. What a gift!”

— Neale Donald Walsch,
author of Conversations with God

“The Golden Motorcycle Gang is a wonderful book
that shares my vision of a new humanity and world
 based in love, awareness, and truth.”

— don Miguel Ruiz, New York Times
 best-selling author of The Four Agreements

“This delightful book is an invitation to remember who
 you really are and why you are here. It’s a reminder to
 step out, step up, and stop playing small. And, most
 important, it’s a cosmic kick in the pants to claim,
 and share with the world, your brilliance,
 your power, and your mission.”

— Arielle Ford, author of The Soulmate Secret

“In an era of increasing confusion, The Golden
 Motorcycle Gang gives precise examples of how to
 orient ourselves toward a new, workable consciousness—
one that provides the larger viewpoint of human evolution
 as our guiding orientation. This means we have to affect
 the world by living the evolution we want to see happen,
 getting our integrity together, and beyond everything else,
 allowing our actions and goals to flow from a spiritual
 intelligence beyond the ego. In other words, we have to
 allow ourselves to be guided toward conscious evolution.
 This is a book that gives more evidence of a 12th Insight
 awakening, just in time for 2012.”

— James Redfield, author of The Celestine Prophecy
 and The Twelfth Insight

“The Golden Motorcycle Gang brings home the most
 timely messages. If we read them, share them, and live
 them, we’ll have the privilege of changing the world.”

— Marianne Williamson, author of A Return to Love

“The Golden Motorcycle Gang is an easy read and a
 great healing story for all of humanity. The ending
 gave me goose bumps.”

— Victor Villaseñor,
author of Rain of Gold and Lion Eyes
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FOREWORD

On a beautiful Santa Barbara, California, day in 2011, at 5:00 P.M., three evolutionary thinkers of our time met at the Boathouse restaurant. Following a discussion of cosmic proportions, they began planning a birthday party: yours, mine, humanity’s birthday party! The invitation could read as follows:

You are lovingly invited to celebrate the birth
of Universal Humanity. Join us in creating a
life-affirming future for all beings upon Earth.

Date: December 22, 2012
Time: Beginning Midnight, December 21, 2012
Place: Throughout the Planet
 Bring as many guests as you wish!

Vision without action is a fantasy.

Action without vision is chaos.

The Golden, Silver, and Diamond Motorcycle Gangs; and the Transformational Leadership Council are what “visionary action” looks like. They provide inspired, practical answers to the questions pulling at both our consciousness and our conscience: Will our collective human future include the emergence of our highest evolutionary purpose and potential? Are there enough individuals willing to become agents for change and accelerate the evolutionary agenda for the planet?

Every day we have 86,400 seconds of opportunity to contribute to the emergence of our individual and collective awakening. If you Google “collective consciousness,” you’ll get more than 64,000 results referencing terms such as collective mind, co-creative society, collective resonance, and group mind. These results point to evidence that there is a growing recognition of how a collective vision builds momentum, magnetizing like-minded individuals into its orbit. Once gathered in this unified field of consciousness, possibilities beyond our grandest individual vision give way to the power of the Whole.

The great Hindu philosopher Sri Aurobindo realized the awesome power of the collective consciousness and its impact on our planet’s evolutionary progress when he wrote: “All will be united by the evolution of the Truth-Consciousness in them; in the changed way of being which this consciousness would bring about in them, they will feel themselves to be embodiments of a single self, souls of a single Reality; illumined and motivated by a fundamental unity of knowledge, actuated by a fundamental unified will and feeling.”

May all of you who read Jack and Bill’s Golden Motorcycle Gang become confidently optimistic about your individual capacity to bring about global change. Whether through the workshops or organizations described in the appendices, or another group dedicated to celebrating our collective identity and destiny, may each of you respond with a resounding “yes” to the invitation.

The Golden Motorcycle Gang is a story that is not only easy to read, it is filled with insights into the dawning of a transformative reality for our planet. So, grab your keys to consciousness, put on your helmet of wisdom, and get ready to ride into the winds of planetary transformation.

— Michael Bernard Beckwith
Los Angeles, California
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INTRODUCTION

“I am like a little pencil in
[God’s] hand. That is all.”

— MOTHER TERESA

The Golden Motorcycle Gang is a unique book. Although written as a fictional account of the life of Jack Canfield, we have for the most part used names of real people and actual incidents from Jack’s life. We have taken liberties with timing and other elements to create a coherent story line. We have created dialogues that in some instances never actually occurred, but which capture the essence of special moments and relationships in Jack’s life. It has often been stated that truth is stranger than fiction. In the case of The Golden Motorcycle Gang, we expect you will find that truth is often contained within fiction.

As authors, we are delighted that you have chosen to read this book. We believe that the world has reached a tipping point, and that it is time for each and every one of us to “show up.” We remain optimistic that war, global warming, natural catastrophes, greed, corruption, and other ills will not overwhelm the ultimate destiny prophesied in most major religions and cultures around the world: that human beings are in fact destined to live in a better world in the 21st century.

This better world, of course, requires that the material side of life—access to clean water, healthy food, shelter, good education, and opportunities to create—be well maintained. But to achieve these material results we must also address the spiritual values, which are the foundation of any great civilization and certainly a planetary global civilization in which all people are interconnected. No single individual can be left behind in this great adventure. We are all part of one consciousness and one world.

Think of yourself as a single cell in a great body. Is one cell more important than any other for that body to function? We might think a brain cell or a heart cell has more value, but the reality is if a majority of liver cells or lung cells are not functioning, the body will not function. In 1 Corinthians 12: 12–14, it is written:

For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many.

These words embody the eternal truth that exists in all authentic religious and spiritual teachings. Each and every one of us has a role to play, and on the highest spiritual level we must work in unison like cells in a single body, for we are in reality all one. Yet what is unique about our invitation to you, our readers, is not just to remind you of this eternal truth—but to draw your attention to the reality that time is in fact running out. Based on the teachings of our visionary friend Barbara Marx Hubbard, we have come to appreciate what she calls Conscious Evolution.

Conscious Evolution is most simply described as “evolution by choice, not chance.” As evolved intelligent beings, we can for the first time on planet Earth choose the course of evolution. If we choose wisely, we can collectively create what many might consider “heaven on Earth.” Should we choose poorly, however, we may create the kind of catastrophes that will set back evolution on planet Earth for thousands of years.

Scientists are reporting that there is unity throughout the universe in ways never before realized. Many believe that there is direction and purpose to evolution throughout the universe, an innate desire in the process of creativity itself to self-organize and create ever more complex organizations and patterns of beauty. We cannot assure you that this is true, but we know from our life experiences that working toward the good and the benefit of others is perhaps the greatest reward any of us can have while in a human body.

Through the metaphor of the Golden Motorcycle Gang, we hope to awaken you to your own highest calling. Together, we believe, we can make a difference. To facilitate this we have included appendices that list organizations with which you can become involved to literally “join the gang.”

The appendices list organizations and people who are working toward the positive transformation of our planet. We felt it important to provide specific contact information for, and in some cases brief descriptions of, these organizations, because our goal in writing The Golden Motorcycle Gang is not just to entertain you, but to inspire you to take action that will improve your life and the lives of others. The second decade of the 21st century is likely to be a pivotal decade for our planet. We encourage you to marvel at the miracle of being alive at this specific time, and at your ability to make a positive difference for generations to come.

In this book you will learn many details about the life of Jack Canfield. We are providing this background because we think Jack is an example of what may be true for each and every one of us: that we all have a divine purpose, and that we all incarnated with a special mission to accomplish that purpose. When he was younger, Jack did not know what his mission was meant to be. In some ways he is still learning the details of that mission. It is in the details of his life, the often seemingly unimportant “random connections” of living on a certain street or meeting a certain person at a particular time that continually pointed Jack toward his destiny. We believe that this is true for you and everyone else as well.

Scientific research has just begun on what in the past have been considered “coincidences” and synchronicity. Scientists are now learning that what we consider synchronicity is often part of a larger life plan that is part of a larger design, and potentially evolution’s purpose. Dr. Gary Schwartz of the University of Arizona is one of the leading researchers in this new field of study. His research reports that people often receive repeated signs of what they are supposed to be doing and with whom they should be connecting. Unfortunately, these signs are too often ignored, leaving people’s sense of purpose and accomplishment less than fulfilled.

One of our goals in writing The Golden Motorcycle Gang is to let you see how the process of synchronicity works in the specific case of Jack Canfield. Bill Gladstone has written a novel called The Twelve in which, based on his actual life experiences, he explores the role of synchronicity in his own life—and how his life is connected to the prophecies related to the end of the Mayan calendar on December 21, 2012. Both Bill and Jack feel that the writing of this book came about because of synchronicities that have directed their life purpose. Barbara Marx Hubbard has been a major influence on both Jack and Bill, and she too has felt the pull of her life purpose in incidents large and small.

There is something special about the times in which we are living, and our hope is that you start to pay attention—as Jack, Bill, and Barbara have—to the signs and critical moments that helped each of them uncover their life purpose. A pattern is coming together on planet Earth at this precise moment. You are part of this pattern. It may be that through seemingly insignificant details and coincidences, you will discover your specific role in the evolution of the universe.

Sit back and enjoy the tale of the Golden Motorcycle Gang.
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PRELUDE

November 22, 1943

“The master gave his teaching in parables
and stories, which his disciples listened to with
pleasure—and occasional frustration, for
they longed for something deeper.

“The master was unmoved. To all their
objections he would say, ‘You have yet to understand,
my dears, that the shortest distance between
a human being and truth is a story.’”

— ANTHONY DE MELLO

On a cold morning in Warsaw, Emily was excited as she awoke. Today she would be six years old; and although her parents had warned her many times not to go into the street outside of their building, she could hear so much noise and activity that she could not stay behind the old stone wall.

Emily opened the front door to the family’s apartment only a little, and before it creaked, slid through and quietly walked toward the wall. Could other people be celebrating her birthday as well? She followed the path up the wall that she’d seen the older boys climb, and her eyes just crested over the wall.

Emily saw trucks with soldiers sitting inside, stiff and upright like wooden toys, and even more soldiers marching next to the trucks. And people, so many people, marching behind the soldiers—and then even more trucks and soldiers behind them. Any of the people who stepped out of line or stumbled were yelled at, and some were even beaten by the soldiers with the ends of their guns. The people were so dirty and sad. Many of them, even the men, were crying.

What did those people do that was so bad? Emily wondered.

“Emily, get down from that wall right now!” her mother ordered in a quiet but furious shout, as she burst through the front door and hurled herself toward the wall to collect her daughter.
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In Japan, nine-year-old Hiro cried as his father, Emoto, embraced him one last time. “You know I must go off to war. I may not see you for a long time. You must be brave. You are the man of the house now.”

In the quiet of early evening, Hiro had heard the zippers and buckles fastening from his parents’ bedroom, which always meant his father was going away, but this time it was different. His father’s tightly lined mouth, the way he held Hiro’s head more firmly than usual as they hugged, and the papers that Hiro had seen on the table—orders for his father to leave immediately to join the Imperial Japanese Army—told Hiro that this time was very different.
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In London, eight-year-old Paul was tired. It seemed that he was always tired. Almost two years had passed since the last German bombings in London, but the terror had lasted longer than the frenzied rush to the shelters, the thunderous booming, the blackened air, and even the crying. He had never been able to put the sound of the air-raid sirens out of his mind, not for an evening. He heard it in his dreams, in his nightmares, and even as he lay awake at night. Any ambulance he heard wailing made his mind go back to those nights in hell.

Paul’s parents had tried to comfort him and had done what they could to make him feel safe, but he could not forget the sounds or what he had seen when they had last emerged from the shelter two years ago. His home and those of his neighbors had been destroyed in the fires created by the bombs. Everything he knew in the world—his toys, his books, his favorite shoes—had been destroyed.

The most devastating loss of all was Paul’s beloved kitten, Penelope. The family hadn’t had time to gather her before going into the shelter, and she was nowhere to be found.

After the bombing, Paul couldn’t walk the streets without thinking he saw Penelope crouching behind this door or curling up on the ledge in that window. He just could not accept that she was gone.
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Chapter 1

THROUGHOUT
 THE UNIVERSE

“The purpose of
life is a life of purpose.”

— ROBERT BYRNE

Oh, what glorious beings they were! Flying through the universe on their magnificent golden motorcycles, the cosmic wind in their hair, going wherever they chose, traveling at light speed, sometimes even faster. Their bodies were ephemeral yet defined, and they enjoyed the ageless youth gifted to their species. Only a few thousand years old, they were considered adolescents, not yet the elders of their planet or their universe—elders who each had tens of thousands of years of experience in dealing with complex worlds and the moral difficulties that arose from engaging those worlds.

The beings traveled through this beautiful, endless day, which was much like the many they’d enjoyed together on their annual solstice breaks. As the Class of 2012 at the Academy of Enlightenment, they were fast approaching the time when they would graduate and be given assignments to ensure the balance and stability of the universe for eons to come, much like their elders before them. Today, however, was a day to enjoy the carefree exhilaration of their youth and freedom.

Dozens of them rode together, sharing their boundless joy through their thoughts, for they communicated only with thoughts. Their thoughts shaped words, which they immediately understood; yet communication was instantaneous, faster than words could ever be, and infinitely more clear.

It was a perfect day and they were in high spirits. Suddenly Jack noticed a small bluish planet off to his right
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