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Midnight Infiltration

Aubrey Lane stood outside the imposing Saint Clair Manor gates, her heart racing like a drumline in a funeral march.

This was it. The moment she'd planned for years.

She slipped on her black evening gloves, adjusted her maid's uniform, and took a deep breath of the crisp night air.

Her sister's voice echoed in her mind: "Aubrey, they destroyed us. Make them pay."

Aubrey's eyes narrowed. Tonight marked the beginning of her revenge against Julian Saint Clair - the man who ruined their family.

She pushed open the gates and glided towards the mansion entrance, where a butler awaited:

"Good evening, I'm Emily - the new maid. Here for the Saint Clair gala tonight."

The butler barely glanced at her before nodding, "Welcome, Emily. Mr. Saint Clair is expecting staff additions."

Little did he know, Aubrey Lane had just infiltrated the lion's

Aubrey followed the butler through winding hallways filled with priceless art and lavish decor.

They stopped at a grand ballroom where:

-  Glittering chandeliers cast light on elegantly dressed guests

-  Soft music floated through the air as couples danced

-  Julian Saint Clair stood tall, shaking hands with attendees...

Suddenly, a voice behind her made Aubrey's heart skip a beat:

"Emily, you're new here. I'm Ethan Saint

Clair."

She turned to face piercing blue eyes, chiseled features, and a charming smile. Aubrey's trained maid persona faltered for a split second before she curtsied:

"Nice to meet you, Mr. Saint Clair. I'm Emily, the new maid."

Ethan's gaze lingered on hers, sparking

curiosity:

"Please, call me Ethan. You look... different from our usual staff."

[image: ]**Julian Saint Clair interrupts, eyeing Aubrey with hostility**

Ethan's charming smile still lingered as he

offered Aubrey his arm:

"Shall we dance, Emily?"

But before she could accept, a cold voice cut through the music:

"Ethan, introduce me to our new maid."

Julian Saint Clair stood beside them,

piercing green eyes narrowing at Aubrey. Ethan's expression turned cautious as he said:

"Father, this is Emily. Our newest staff

member."

Julian's gaze raked over Aubrey's face, his voice dripping with disdain:

"Emily... your features seem familiar.

Where are you from?"

Aubrey's heart racing, she delivered her rehearsed response:

"From a small town in Ohio, sir. My family worked in hospitality."

Julian's eyes lingered, as if searching for deceit...

**Suddenly, his phone buzzed. He glanced

at the screen, face turning pale.** "Excuse me, Ethan. Emily... we'll talk later."

"**Julian storms off, Aubrey wonders what triggered his reaction**

Julian's abrupt departure left Ethan looking

concerned:

"Father's been stressed lately. Family business issues."

Aubrey nodded sympathetically, still reeling from Julian's intense gaze: "I'm sure it's overwhelming to manage such a large company."

Ethan's eyes locked onto hers, curiosity sparking again:

"Emily, would you like some fresh air? The garden is beautiful this time of night."

As they walked towards the garden doors, Aubrey noticed:

-  Julian standing outside, phone still pressed to his ear, eyes fixed on HER.


-  His expression twisted in anger and...


recognition?

Aubrey's heart sank. Did Julian suspect her true identity?

**Suddenly, Ethan's hand brushed against hers:**
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"Emily, are you okay? You seem distant." Aubrey plays it cool, asking Ethan about his family instead**

Aubrey smiled softly, withdrawing her hand

casually:

"I'm fine, Ethan. Just a little overwhelmed by your beautiful home. Tell me more about your family."

Ethan's eyes crinkled**Ethan opens up about his family**

Ethan leaned in slightly, voice lowering to a gentle tone:

"My family is complicated. Father (Julian) is driven by business success,

Mother passed away when I was young - cancer took her from us.

And then there's my older sister, Sophia -

estranged from Father due to...

disagreements."

Aubrey's curiosity was piqued: "Disagreements about what?"

Ethan glanced around cautiously before continuing:

"Sophia disagreed with Father's ruthless tactics in business.

She wanted out, but Father threatened to cut her off financially...

She vanished shortly after. No one knows where she is."

Aubrey's heart skipped a beat - Sophia... her sister's name was Sophia Lane.

Aubrey's heart races as she wonders if

Julian suspects her true identity** Aubrey's mind flashed with worst-case


.


scenarios:

Julian discovering her true name: Aubrey Lane

Him revealing her revenge plot to Ethan

Security guards dragging her out of the mansion in handcuffs...

She forced a calm smile onto her face: "Shall we go see your father together, Ethan?"

Ethan nodded, offering his arm again: "I'll protect you from his temper, Emily." As they walked towards Julian's study, Aubrey noticed:


The hallway was eerily empty


Doors were slightly ajar, as if someone had been listening

Julian's voice boomed from inside the study:

"Ethan, bring her in. NOW."

The study door swung open. Julian stood behind his desk, eyes blazing:

"You, Aubrey Lane... or should I say, Sophia's sister?"

Ethan looks shocked, asking "Father, what's going on?!"

Ethan's eyes widened in astonishment as he turned to Aubrey then back to Julian: "Father, what are you talking about? This is Emily, our new maid..."

Julian's gaze never left Aubrey's face, his

voice low and menacing:

"Don't play dumb, Ethan. I received a tip earlier tonight.

This woman is Aubrey Lane - Sophia Lane's sister."

Ethan's expression transformed from

shock to outrage:

"Father, how could you accuse our maid of something like this?!

Aubrey...Emily, tell me this is some kind of mistake."

Aubrey's heart racing, she met Ethan's pleading eyes -
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Aubrey took a deep breath, her voice firm: "Ethan, it's true. I'm Aubrey Lane, Sophia's sister."

Ethan's eyes widened further, shock giving way to confusion and hurt:

"Why... why did you lie to me?"

Aubrey stepped closer, her heart pounding: "Because I had to know if your family was involved in Sophia's death.

And now I believe your father knows more than he's saying."

Julian slammed his fist on the desk: "Enough! Aubrey Lane, you're trespassing and harassing my family.

Security will escort you out-"

But Ethan interrupted, his voice firm: "No, Father. I want to hear her out." Ethan's eyes locked onto Aubrey's:

"Tell me everything, Aubrey. What really

happened to Sophia?" Chapter 4

Aubrey's voice trembled with emotion as

she began:

"Sophia discovered your company's secret partnerships with corrupt offshore accounts, Julian.

She found evidence of money laundering, bribery, and tax evasion...

Her last words to me were: 'Aubrey, the Saint Clairs are rotten to the core."' Ethan's face turned white with shock, his eyes fixed on his father:

"Father... is this true?"

Julian's expression twisted into a snarl: "This conversation is over. Security-" But Ethan raised his hand, silencing the guards:

"No. I want to hear Father's explanation."

Julian's eyes locked onto Aubrey, filled with deadly intent:

"You've destroyed my family, Aubrey Lane. Now you'll face the consequences." Suddenly, Ethan stepped forward, standing between Aubrey and Julian:

"I'll protect her from you..

Aubrey's voice was barely audible, yet Ethan's head turned slightly towards hers: "Because...", he whispered back, his eyes burning with intensity,

"...I think you're the only one who's ever told me the truth about my family."

Their faces were inches apart, the tension between them palpable.

Julian's furious roar broke the spell:

"This is treason, Ethan You're choosing HER over your own blood?"

Ethan stood firm, his jaw clenched: "Maybe for the first time, Father, I'm choosing what's right."

Aubrey's heart skipped beats - Ethan's words hinted at feelings beyond protection...

––––––––
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Julian storms out, vowing to disown Ethan forever

Julian's face purpled with rage as he spat

at Ethan:

"You're dead to me, Ethan. Disowned. Cut off without a penny!"

He stormed out of the room, slamming the door behind him.

Ethan stood frozen for a moment, then turned to Aubrey with a mix of shock and relief:
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"It's done. I'm free of his manipulation."

Aubrey's eyes locked onto Ethan's, her voice barely above whisper:

"Ethan, you just sacrificed everything for

me... Why.?"

Ethan took a step closer, his face inches from hers:

"Because, Aubrey Lane... I think I'm falling for you."

Ethan's phone rings - Sophia's name flashes on the screen, with a text: "I'm alive"

Ethan's eyes widened in utter shock as he stared at the phone screen:

"Aubrey... this is Sophia's number. And the

text... it says she's alive!"

Aubrey's world spun around her - her sister, alive?

She grabbed Ethan's arm, her voice

trembling:

"Oh my god... Sophia's alive?! What does it say?!"

Ethan handed her the phone, his hands shaking:

"There's only that - 'I'm alive.' No explanation, nothing."

Aubrey's mind reeled - Sophia alive meant her entire revenge plot was based on a lie...

,Aubrey's phone suddenly rings - an unknown number, whispering "Aubrey, Sophia's alive... but so is her danger" Aubrey's heart skipped beats as she answered the call, her voice barely audible:

Chapter 6 "Who is this?"

A low, distorted voice whispered back: "Aubrey Lane... Sophia faked her own death to protect you from Julian Saint Clair...

But now that you've confronted him, your life is in grave danger."

Ethan's eyes locked onto Aubrey's, filled with alarm:

"What's happening?!"

Aubrey mouthed "It's about Sophia" before the voice continued:

"Meet me at Old Oak Warehouse at

midnight if you want to save your sister... and yourself."

The line went dead. Aubrey stood frozen, Ethan gripping her arms:

Do you want**Ethan's grip on Aubrey's arms tightens, his voice urgent:

"Aubrey, what did they say?! You're scaring

me."

Aubrey swallowed hard, relaying the mysterious message:

"Sophia faked her own death to protect me from your father...

And now someone wants me to meet them at Old Oak Warehouse at midnight to save Sophia... and myself."

Ethan's eyes widened in shock and determination:

"We're going there together. Tonight. I'll protect you both."

Suddenly, Ethan's phone buzzes again - a

text from an unknown number:

"Come alone, Ethan Saint Clair. Aubrey Lane's life depends on it."
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Ethan's eyes locked onto Aubrey's, filled with fear and determination:

"Aubrey, they want me to come alone... This could be a trap to hurt you through me."

He showed her the phone screen, his voice low and urgent:

"What if they discover Sophia is alive and use that against us both?"

Aubrey's mind racing, she grabbed his arm: "We have to assume they know everything

- Sophia's alive, my revenge plan... everything."

She looked up at Ethan with a bold idea: "Should we turn this trap around on them... and use it to finally take down your father?"

Aubrey's phone buzzes again - Sophia's name flashes on screen

Aubrey's heart skipped a beat as she

answered, her voice trembling: "Sophia... is that really you?!"

Sophia's familiar voice came through, laced with urgency and fear:

"Aubrey, yes - it's me. I've been watching

from shadows.

Ethan's father is planning something catastrophic tonight at Old Oak Warehouse...

And they've discovered my survival - they'll kill me... and you - if they catch us."

Ethan leaned in closer, hearing Sophia's words through Aubrey's phone:

Aubrey mouthed to him "It's Sophia" before

Sophia continued:

"Come alone to Warehouse Dock 3 at midnight. Come for me... and Ethan's father's downfall."

Aubrey looks at Ethan - she wants him to come with her

Aubrey's eyes locked onto Ethan's, filled

with determination and fear:

"Sophia wants me to come alone, but... I need you to come with me, Ethan." Ethan's face set in a resolute expression: "I'm not letting
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