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  ACADIA NATIONAL PARK: THE BASICS


  History and Facts


  Established: July 8, 1916, Sieur de Monts National Monument; February 26, 1916, Lafayette National Park; January 19, 1929, Acadia National Park


  Visitors: 3,970,260


  Designations: Sites on the National Register of Historic Places include Baker Island Light Station, Bass Harbor Head Light Station, Bear Island Light Station, Carriage Paths Bridges and Gatehouses, Islesford Historical Museum


  Natural Historic Places: Schoodic Peninsula Historic District, Blackwoods and Seawall Campgrounds, Historic carriage roads and gatehouses


  National Register of Historic Places: Island-wide trail system, 18 memorial plaques, 12 viewpoints


  State: Maine


  Counties: Hancock and Knox


  Time zone: Eastern Standard Time (EST)


  Official park website: www.nps.gov/acad


  Physical Features


  Acreage: 47,748, including 12,416 acres privately owned under conservation easement and managed by the National Park Service


  Elevation: Lowest point: 0' at sea level; highest point: 1,530' at Cadillac Mountain summit


  Significant mountains: 26


  Water resources: 110 lakes and ponds, 24+ streams, 60 miles of Atlantic Ocean coastline, 1,179 acres of nontidal marshy lands


  Wetlands: 4,000+ acres


  Average annual precipitation: 55.54"


  Average annual snowfall: 66.1"


  Temperature range (F): -21°F to 96°F; mean annual temperature 47.3°F


  Plant species: 1,100+ species of vascular plants including approximately 200 species of trees and shrubs, 650 herbaceous species including wildflowers, 200 grasses and sedges, 50 ferns and fern allies; 400+ lichens; 400+ fungi; 300+ nonvascular plants including mosses, liverworts, and hornworts, 80+ species of freshwater aquatic plants


  Animal species: About 338 birds, 45 mammals, 31 fish, 7 reptiles, 11 amphibians, 53 butterflies


  Wildlife population estimates: 1,600 harbor seals; 40 gray seals


  Facilities


  Entrance stations: 1—Park Loop Road 1 mile north of Sand Beach


  Visitor center: Hulls Cove Visitor Center


  Contact stations: Sieur de Monts Nature Center, Rockefeller Hall, Islesford Museum


  Roads: 21 miles of gravel road, 68 miles of paved road, including 27 miles of Park Loop Road


  Trails: 145 miles of hiking trails


  Carriage roads: 45 miles


  Campgrounds: 4—2 on Mount Desert Island: Blackwoods (281 sites), Seawall (202 sites); Schoodic Peninsula: Schoodic Woods (89 sites); Isle au Haut Duck Harbor (5 sites)


  Picnic areas: 6—5 on Mount Desert Island: Bear Brook (35 sites), Seawall (14 sites), Pretty Marsh (11 sites), Thompson Island (46 sites), Fabbri (23 sites); Schoodic Peninsula: Frazer Point (26 sites)


  Lodging: No lodging in the park but many options in the surrounding area


  Dining: 1—Jordan Pond House Restaurant
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    Park rangers share their knowledge of nature with visitors during informative ranger programs.


  Many thanks to the superb park personnel and volunteers of Acadia National Park who have dedicated their lives to preserving the natural resources of the park and sharing the natural wonders of the park with visitors. We would particularly like to thank the staff at Schoodic Institute, especially Seth Benz, Nick Fisichelli, and Sarah Luchini. Michael Marion and Oliver Cygan added their knowledge and expertise of peregrines and other natural resources in the park. We are appreciative of Becky Marvil and all the staff and volunteers that make the Acadia Birding Festival possible. We thank all the staff at the Mount Desert Island Oceanarium, especially Ben Segee. A special thanks to the gurus of Maine birding, Bob Duchesne and Derek Lovitch, for all their help and insight into helping us find and photograph some spectacular birds of Maine. Our thanks also go to the Friends of Acadia for their continued support of the park. We would also like to thank all the staff at Rowman & Littlefield, especially David Legere, whose support and efforts have continued to make this National Park Nature Guide series a reality.


  We would like to dedicate this book to our family, including our children and their spouses, Jeremiah, Mitzi, Jessie, Aaron, and especially James, who helped process the pictures for the book and provided the mink image. Also, our grandchildren Georgia, Gracie, Jacob, and Natalie, who remind us that a moment spent sharing nature with a child is an investment in the future of our world. Our heartfelt remembrance goes out to the family of Captain Andy Patterson, whose love of showing visitors the wonders of puffins and other birds on the Bold Coast made a lifelong impact on the lives of many people.


  To the reader, we hope this guide helps you enjoy the amazing wonders of nature and, in doing so, generates a spark of love for the plants and animals that rely on us for their continued existence in important natural habitats such as those in Acadia National Park.






  

  MAMMALS
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  AMERICAN BEAVER
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  Castor canadensis


  Beaver family (Castoridae)


  Quick ID: Glossy dark brown fur; rounded head, small rounded ears; broad flattened paddle-shaped tail; large orange incisors


  Length: 3–3.9 feet Weight: 35–50 pounds


  Widely recognized by the large flat paddle-shaped tail, American beavers are natural engineers of the water world. Cutting trees with its large chisel-like teeth, the beaver constructs dams and lodges in streams, making its own private fishing area and home. Adept at conserving oxygen these aquatic specialists can remain submerged for 15 minutes. They typically swim with only their head and upper back exposed, leaving the distinctive flattened tail underwater. Beavers have a unique digestive system that allows them to eat and digest bark and cambium, the inner layer of wood under the bark. They have a symbiotic relationship with microorganisms in their intestines that digest cellulose. Valued by trappers for their pelts, beavers were extirpated from Mount Desert Island. In 1920 they were reintroduced by the “Father of Acadia,” Geroge B. Dorr, restoring their natural place in Acadia’s freshwater ponds and lakes.
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  WOODCHUCK


  Marmota monax


  Squirrel family (Sciuridae)


  Quick ID: Brownish-gray heavy body; short legs; tail about 5 inches long


  Length: 16–20 inches Weight: 5–13 pounds


  Hikers along carriage roads in the park are sometimes surprised to see a dark, rather rotund mammal nibbling on grass that may give a sharp whistle alarm call before quickly scampering off into the woods or down a hole. Woodchucks, or groundhogs, often sit upright, watching out for danger, and scamper to safety as hikers or bikers pass by. The voracious appetite of woodchucks led to the common name of groundhog, as they can eat more than one-third of their body weight per day and can often be seen at dawn and dusk feasting in lush grassy areas. Woodchucks dig large underground burrows that are 4 to 5 feet deep and 14 to 30 feet long. After fattening up during the summer, they head into their underground burrows around October to hibernate through the long, cold winter. In spring, when the warming sun melts the snow and ice cover, they emerge from their long sleep. The common name “woodchuck” may have been derived from the Algonquin name for this animal, wejack or wuchak.
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  EASTERN CHIPMUNK


  Tamias striatus


  Squirrel family (Sciuridae)


  Quick ID: Small, reddish brown; one white stripe on each side bordered by black; broken creamy white eye-ring


  Length: 5–6 inches Weight: 2.5–4.5 ounces


  Resembling miniature striped squirrels, eastern chipmunks entertain visitors to Acadia with their constant motion as they search for food. They are often confused with the park’s slightly larger and much more vocal red squirrels, which lack the chipmunk’s black-bordered white side stripe. Chipmunks tend to forage close to protective shelters, including shrubs, rock piles, rock walls, buildings, and cabins. Unlike many animals that are active at dawn or dusk, chipmunks are most active in the afternoon, when the stripes on their back blend well with afternoon shadows, providing them with better protection from predators such as hawks and the numerous ravens that patrol the ground for potential prey. During the fall they busily store nuts and seeds in underground burrows where they spend the winter in a state of torpor, waking about twice a week to grab a midwinter snack. The eastern chipmunk is the sole species of chipmunk in the eastern states, whereas wildlife lovers in the West are challenged with identifying numerous species of chipmunks. Look for chipmunks in wooded areas throughout the park, including Sieur de Monts.
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  EASTERN GRAY SQUIRREL


  Sciurus carolinensis


  Squirrel family (Sciuridae)


  Quick ID: Salt-and-pepper gray back and bushy tail; brown sides; white underparts


  Length: Body, 8–10 inches; tail, 8–10 inches Weight: 9–17 ounces


  With a fluffy tail as long as its head and body, the eastern gray squirrel has a total length of about 20 inches. The genus name, Sciurus, means “tail shadow,” referring to the ability of a squirrel to sit in the shadow of its own luxuriant tail. Male and female gray squirrels are similar in size and coloration. The smaller red squirrels (Tamiasciurus hudsonicus) have reddish-brown fur and are much more vocal than their larger cousins. Gray squirrels gather nuts and hide them in many scattered places for the long winters. Each squirrel may bury a thousand nuts each season, some of which reseed, adding to regeneration of the forest. They have excellent memories and can recognize the location of these caches as well as use their sense of smell. Gray squirrels build a twig-and-leaf nest called a drey in the forks of trees.
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    Discarded cone scales


  RED SQUIRREL


  Tamiasciurus hudsonicus


  Squirrel family (Sciuridae)


  Quick ID: Small with rusty-reddish fur with black lateral stripes; white underbelly; reddish tail; white eye-ring


  Length: 11–14 inches Weight: 6–11 ounces


  Visitors to Acadia delight in the antics of charismatic red squirrels as they scurry about in trees, chattering loudly when hikers approach their territory. Often mistaken for the smaller eastern chipmunks, red squirrels are bold and animated and lack the black-bordered white stripes of chipmunks. The genus name, Tamiasciurus, refers to tree squirrels known as pine squirrels. The species name, hudsonicus, refers to Hudson Bay, Canada, where it was first documented. Known by several common names, including pine squirrel, piney squirrel, American red squirrel, and chickaree, it feeds on the seeds of conifer cones, using its sharp teeth and nimble fingers to break off the scales to reveal the tasty pine nut. The flakes of the cones are left in large messy piles under trees or on rocks. Cones are stored in a cache from which the squirrel feeds during the long winter months. Red squirrels also enjoy mushrooms, often leaving bite marks in the cap. Put your detective skills to work and look for signs of red squirrels, including the piles of conifer cone remnants and mushrooms with bites taken.
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  DEER MOUSE


  Peromyscus maniculatus


  Mice, Rat, and Vole family (Cricetidae)


  Quick ID: Grayish to reddish brown, white underparts; white feet; long bicolored tail; large beady eyes; large round ears


  Length: Body, 2.8–4 inches; tail, 2–5 inches Weight: 0.66–1.25 ounces


  A deer mouse has a long bicolored tail with a very clear delineation between the brown upper part and the lower white part. Deer mice can produce from two to four litters per year, typically with three to five young. The young grow rapidly and are capable of breeding about forty-nine days later. An important foundation in the ecological food chain, these and other rodents are important sources of protein for a wide variety of predators, including owls, hawks, raccoons, and snakes. Other small mammals in the park include white-footed mice (P. leucopus), masked shrews (Sorex cinereus), red-backed voles (Clethrionomys gapperi), and northern flying squirrels (Glaucomys sabrinus).
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  NORTH AMERICAN PORCUPINE


  Erethizon dorsatum


  Porcupine family (Erethizontidae)


  Quick ID: Brown chunky body, arching back; yellowish barbed quills


  Length: 24–51 inches Weight: 7.7–39.6 pounds


  In a unique example of survival in the natural world, the hairs of the North American porcupine have evolved into an exceptional defense system. This slow-moving woodland inhabitant has a soft underbelly but defends itself with 30,000 barbed quills on its back and short tail. The waxy quills are tipped with tiny barbs that inflict a painful stab on the attacker. Once embedded, the quills are designed to work their way downward and, if they do not hit vital organs, may eventually exit from the other side. Contrary to popular myth, porcupines cannot throw their quills, but they detach readily when brushed up against a solid object. Native Americans in Maine polished the quills to remove the barbs and used them to adorn beautiful handmade boxes. Examples of this intricate handicraft can be seen in Bar Harbor at the Abbe Museum.
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  SNOWSHOE HARE


  Lepus americanus


  Rabbit and Hare family (Leporidae)


  Quick ID: Medium-sized brown rabbit, white in winter; moderately long black-tipped ears; large hind feet


  Length: 14.3–20.4 inches Weight: 2–4.8 pounds


  Snowshoe hares have earned the common name “bigfoot” for a great reason: They have very long hind feet and toes padded with thick hair, which allows them to travel easily on top of the snow. Their oversized hind feet help them stay on top of the snow, just like snowshoes. Perhaps the area’s original inhabitants observed the snow-walking ability of the hares and learned how to fashion their own snowshoes to brave the deep snowy winters. Hares are born with fur and can eat grass within hours of birth. These changelings are speckled brown in summer but turn white in winter, which helps camouflage them against the white snow. As they primarily feed during the night, snowshoe hares are best spotted around dawn or dusk. In winter, you can recognize their tracks in the snow, as the hind footprint is in front of the front footprint. Look for these quiet hares in wooded areas such as those near Schoodic Institute.
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  EASTERN SMALL-FOOTED MYOTIS


  Myotis leibii


  Bat family (Vespertilionidae)


  Quick ID: Golden brown to yellowish fur on back, creamy on belly; black mask; black ears


  Length: 1.7 inches Weight: 0.125 ounce


  Burdened with an image problem, bats have been maligned as sinister flying rodents that will suck your blood and get tangled up in your hair. Although the Old English name for bats was “flittermouse,” bats are not rodents. The wings of bats have a bone structure very similar to that of a human hand, with membranes between the bones. Unlike any other mammal, this special adaptation allows them to fly with agility surpassing their avian colleagues. Bats use ultrasonic vocal signals to find their prey. This echolocation enables bats to detect prey and avoid obstacles. Bats are essential to maintaining the balance of nature, as they eat up to half their body weight in insects every night. The eastern small-footed myotis is one of the most common bats in Acadia. Rearing only one pup per year, they roost in crevices or under bark. At dusk, you can spot these and other bats dive-bombing mosquitoes and other insects over Great Meadow.
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  BOBCAT


  Lynx rufus


  Cat family (Felidae)


  Quick ID: Tawny to gray with black spots and bar; ear tufts; short, bobbed tail with black tip on top and white underneath; upper legs with dark horizontal bars


  Length: 1.6–3.25 feet Weight: 11–33 pounds


  Although they are abundant in Maine, bobcats are rarely seen. Bobcats are crepuscular animals, active during dawn and dusk. Secretive and silent hunters, the bobcat’s primary prey are rabbits and mice. While resting and sleeping, they seek shelter in hollow trees, rock piles, and brush piles with dense forest cover. With longer legs and large black ear tufts, the Canada lynx (Lynx canadensis) can be found in northern Maine where spruce-fir forests and deep snow are common. A visit to Baxter State Park and Katahdin Woods and Waters National Monument may provide visitors with a chance to spot these elusive cats. The much larger cougar (Puma concolor), or mountain lion, was historically found in Maine, but the status of any current breeding population of these large cats is not known.
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  COYOTE


  Canis latrans


  Dog family (Canidae)


  Quick ID: Medium-sized, doglike; gray to reddish coat; pointed erect ears; long slender snout; black-tipped tail usually carried straight down; yellow eyes with round pupils


  Length: 2.5–3.3 feet Weight: 15–44 pounds


  When natural balances are disrupted, nature has a way of filling in the gaps. In the East, habitat changes and the extermination of top predators such as wolves and cougars has made ecological niches available for the adaptable coyote, which has expanded its range from western states. Coyotes were first documented on Mount Desert Island in 1981. About the size of a medium-sized dog and with its black-tipped, grizzled coat, the coyote is sometimes mistaken for a wolf (Canis lupus), which is not found in Acadia. This hardy and adaptable canine feeds mainly on small mammals such as mice and squirrels s and will take advantage of carrion, especially dead animals on the road. True omnivores, they will also supplement their diet with plant materials, including fruits such as apples and berries.
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  RED FOX


  Vulpes vulpes


  Dog family (Canidae)


  Quick ID: Small, doglike; reddish coat, white underneath; white-tipped, bushy tail; elliptical pupils


  Length: 2.7–3.6 feet Weight: 7–15 pounds


  Both admired and loathed, the red fox has charmed its way into folktales as a cunning bandit whose sly character outwits both predator and prey. Using their keen eyesight, hearing, and sense of smell, foxes usually hunt in the late evening and early morning hours. Opportunistic omnivores, foxes will eat small mammals, birds, insects, plants, and berries. When food is abundant, they often kill more than they can immediately eat, caching the surplus under leaves or burying it for leaner times. Hunted for their luxurious thick coats, foxes have a relatively small body weighing only about 10 pounds. Like many animals that are active at night, foxes have a reflective layer of tissue behind the retina called the tapetum lucidum, which reflects any available light in the dark. Their elliptical pupils can narrow or expand to control the amount of light entering their eyes during the day.
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  BLACK BEAR


  Ursus americanus


  Bear family (Ursidae)


  Quick ID: Large with black fur; light brownish snout; round ears; flat-footed walk on stocky legs; short inconspicuous tail


  Length: 4–6 feet Weight: 100–600 pounds


  Home to one of the largest populations of black bears in the country, over 30,000 can be found in Maine. Even though bears can be found in Acadia, you would be very lucky to spot one, as they are not common in the park. Black bears are omnivores and eat a wide variety of plants, berries, and nuts, but they quickly learn that human food and garbage make an easy meal. To discourage bad habits, make sure to pack out any food or trash and keep such items properly stored. In the wild, bears typically enter their winter dens in November to slumber through the cold season. Emerging in spring, one of the early-blooming plants that bears find tasty is skunk cabbage. High in starch content, this odorous plant may account for more than 50 percent of bears’ early spring diet. In fall, bears dine on sweet blueberries and nuts, including beechnuts. Unfortunately, beech trees in the park are suffering from several diseases, which may impact the ability of bears to store needed fat reserves for the long, cold winter months.
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  RACCOON


  Procyon lotor


  Raccoon family (Procyonidae)


  Quick ID: Grizzled brownish-gray, stocky body; pointed snout; black facial mask, 5 to 7 black rings on bushy 8- to 12-inch-long tail


  Length: 18–28 inches Weight: 12–35 pounds


  The distinguishing black mask across the eyes and a bushy tail with black rings are characteristic marks of a raccoon. The superhero black mask helps camouflage them during their nightly forages for wild foods, which include fruits, nuts, insects, rodents, and fish. They can sometimes be seen along the water’s edge foraging for crabs, frogs, fish, and other aquatic prey. Raccoons are often seen near Blackwoods and Seawall Campgrounds in Acadia. With a magician’s ability to open seemingly impenetrable locks, the nimble-fingered raccoon can open coolers and trashcan lids to rummage for tasty treats. In Maine, raccoons are known carriers of rabies, so contact with raccoons should be avoided.
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  STRIPED SKUNK


  Mephitis mephitis


  Skunk family (Mephitidae)


  Quick ID: Black with 2 broad white stripes along back; large bushy tail with variable black and white


  Length: 22–31.5 inches Weight: 6–14 pounds


  Skunks are one of the most recognized creatures of the animal world and are renowned for their defense mechanism. When threatened, these masters of chemical defense spew a stream of foul-smelling, oily liquid a distance of up to 10 feet, causing burning of the eyes and nose and nausea for the unfortunate victim. The genus name, Mephitis, means “noxious vapor.” Mephitis was the name of the Samnite goddess of the foul-smelling gases of the earth, including swamps and volcanoes. Skunks forage at night for insects and plant materials and will readily get into unsecured food or garbage. Most predators will avoid these smelly animals, but skunks are preyed upon by hawks and owls.
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  AMERICAN MARTEN


  Martes americana


  Weasel family (Mustelidae)


  Quick ID: Weasellike with pointed face and rounded ears; brownish; head and belly paler; buffy-orange chest or throat; long bushy tail


  Length: 19.5–26.5 inches Weight: 0.6–2.7 pounds


  Commonly called pine marten, the American marten is a member of the weasel family. Found throughout Canada and the northern United States, they prefer conifer forests. About the size of a small house cat, this agile mammal is a treat to see as they move silently through the forests, often loping along a fallen log or racing up trees. Mostly nocturnal, this small predator hunts insects, rodents, and other small mammals. The closely related fisher (Pekania pennanti) is larger than the marten and is even more challenging to spot in the wild. The name is misleading, as these forest animals generally do not prey on fish but favor snowshoe hares, porcupines, other small mammals, and carrion. A smaller member of the weasel family, the short-tailed weasel (Mustela erminea), or ermine, has light brown fur with a creamy belly. In winter the coat turns white except for the persistent black tip on the tail.
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    Fisher
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    Short-tailed weasel (ermine)
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  AMERICAN MINK


  Mustela vison


  Weasel family (Mustelidae)


  Quick ID: Dark brown fur with small white patches on chin, chest, and throat; long, slender body; short legs; pointy flat face; small, rounded ears; 6- to 8-inch-long bushy tail with blackish tip


  Length: 12–16 inches Weight: 1–2.2 pounds


  In the same family as otters and martens, the American or common mink is a member of the family Mustelidae, which comes from the Latin Mustela for “weasel.” Minks typically stay in close proximity to streams, ponds, and lakes and favor areas with protective cover such as rocky overhangs or brushy shrubs. Minks den in a protected place near water among tree roots, in a muskrat or beaver den, or by digging a hole in the bank. Their diet consists of rodents and other small mammals, fish, frogs, young snapping turtles, and snakes. Mostly nocturnal, you can sometimes spy mink searching for food at dawn and dusk. The same lustrous thick fur that keeps minks and other mammals warm in the winter has long been used by humans to ward off freezing temperatures. Historically, many cultures wore the fur facing inward for greater warmth.
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  NORTHERN RIVER OTTER


  Lontra canadensis


  Weasel family (Mustelidae)


  Quick ID: Rich brown fur on upperparts with paler underparts; throat silvery gray; long, streamlined body; long, round tail with pointed tip; short legs with webbed feet


  Length: 2.9–4.3 feet Weight: 11–30 pounds


  Many spots on Mount Desert Island contain the name “otter,” including Otter Point, Otter Cove, Otter Cliff, and Otter Creek. Visitors might expect to see otters frolicking in the ocean, but sea otters are found only on the West Coast. However, northern river otters can be found in freshwater lakes, streams, and rivers on the island. Otter territories range from 3 to 15 square miles, where they may have several dens. Otters are famous for marking their territory with multiple latrines where they make a point of “doing their business” to help mark the pungent boundaries of their territory. Otters use their sense of smell and long whiskers to detect fish, amphibians, rodents, and other prey. Otters are very sensitive to environmental pollution and will seek more pristine conditions if necessary. Muskrats (Ondatra zibethicus) are smaller, with a thin, naked tail.
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    Muskrat
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  HARBOR SEAL
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  Phoca vitulina


  Seal family (Phocidae)


  Quick ID: Highly variable color from gray to brownish or blackish with dark spots on the back, creamy white below; rounded head with short muzzle; large dark round eyes; nostrils close together forming a “V”; lack flaps over ears


  Length: 4–6 feet


  Weight: 100–370 pounds


  Also known as the common seal, harbor seals are shy but naturally curious and will often pop up near boats, to the delight of visitors to Acadia. Year-round inhabitants of the Gulf of Maine, harbor seals have a rounded head with a short muzzle similar to that of a dog, while gray seals have an elongated muzzle similar to that of a horse. Along with their walrus and sea lion cousins, seals are in the clade of carnivores known as pinnipeds, which comes from the Latin words pinna (“winged”) and ped (“foot”), in reference to their webbed feet. Often confused with sea lions, seals are more physically adapted to live in the water than on land. Their hind flippers angle backward, and they have stubby front feet, reducing their movements on land to a scooting caterpillar-like belly crawl. Harbor seals are carnivores, and their streamlined flexible body aids their expertise in catching fish, including herring, cod, and flounder; it is estimated they can eat up to 2,500 pounds of fish per year. Their natural diet brought them into direct competition with humans for fish, and there was a bounty on them for many years.
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  GRAY SEAL
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  Halichoerus grypus


  Seal family (Phocidae)


  Quick ID: Variable color from grayish to blackish with dark splotches on the back, paler below; rectangular horselike head with long nose; small widely separated eyes; nostrils wide apart forming a “W”; lack flaps over ears


  Length: 6.5–8 feet


  Weight: 330–770 pounds


  Gray seals have a distinctive large, horselike head that helps identify them from harbor seals, which have a more rounded head. Halichoerus grypus means “hook-nosed pig of the sea.” In males, called bulls, the top of the elongated muzzle is distinctively arched, or “Roman-nosed,” giving them the common name of horsehead seal. With a straighter nose, females, called cows, lack the arched nose


   [image: chpt_fig_028]


  WHITE-TAILED DEER
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  MOOSE
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  HARBOR PORPOISE
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  HUMPBACK WHALE
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  As professional photographers, biologists, and authors, Ann and Rob Simpson are noted national park experts, having spent years involved with research and interpretation in US national parks. They have written numerous books on national parks from coast to coast that promote wise and proper use of natural habitats and environmental stewardship. In cooperation with American Park Network, both have led Canon “Photography in the Parks” workshops in major national parks, including Grand Canyon, Yellowstone, Yosemite, and Great Smoky Mountains.


  Ann teaches biology at Laurel Ridge Community College in Middletown, Virginia. Rob is retired from teaching natural resources at the college. As a former chief of interpretation and national park board member, Rob has a unique understanding of the inner workings of the national park system. The Simpsons regularly lead international photo tours to parks and natural history destinations around the world. They are members of the following professional organizations: Outdoor Writers Association of America (OWAA), Virginia Outdoor Writers Association of America (VOWA), Mason-Dixon Outdoor Writers Association (M-DOWA), North American Nature Photography Association (NANPA), and Virginia Native Plant Society (VNPS).


  Long known for their stunning images of the natural world, their work has been widely published in magazines such as National Geographic, Time, National Wildlife, and Ranger Rick, as well as many calendars, postcards, and books. You can see their work at Simpsons’ Nature Photography (agpix.com/snphotos).
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