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	Bismillahir Rahmaanir Raheem.

	 

	In the Name of Allah, The Most Merciful, The Bestower of Mercy.

	 


Preface

	 

	All praise is due to Allah. We praise Him, seek His assistance and forgiveness and we seek refuge with Him from the evil of our souls and our misdeeds. 

	 

	I testify that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah alone. He has no partner. I also testify that Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) is His slave and Messenger.

	 

	This is a plain, clear, easy, modern, and simple explanation of the Surah Yusuf along with a beautiful authentic explanation of its verses. The explanation is based on the explanation of At-Tabari, Al-Qurtubi, Jalaalayn, As-Saadi, Muhammad Mohar Ali, al-Baghawi, Maulana Abdur Rahman Kilani, Hafiz Salahudin Yusuf, Syed Iqbal Zaheer, Maulana Shams Peerzada, Maulana Mufti Mohammed Shafi Usmani, Shaykh Ashiq Ilahi Madni, and Ibn Kathir. May Allah reward abundantly all these scholars.

	 

	The prominent features of this explanation are:

	 

	Sahih. This interpretation is only based on authentic hadiths and discards isra'iliyyat narrations so that it is very reassuring for the reader when studying it.

	 

	Easy. The language and presentation are very easy.

	 

	Systematic. Because it is intended for today's readers, the book is presented in a systematic format.

	 

	Therefore, if you want to understand the interpretation of the Surah Yusuf then your choice is very right if you read this book!

	 

	Happy reading!


 

	12: Surat Yusuf

	Chapter (Prophet) Joseph

	 

	This surah was revealed after the previous Surah (Surah Hud) during the late Makkan period when the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and his mission were going through a difficult time due to the opposition and enmity of the disbelievers in Makkah. The surah is named after the prophet Yusuf, peace be upon him, whose story is told in it, highlighting the trials and difficulties he faced as a result of the jealousy and plotting of his own brothers, the intrigues of some others in his new home in Egypt and his imprisonment there, emphasizing that Allah saved him from all trials and difficulties and ultimately bestowed him success and honor. As with the accounts of the other prophets in the Qur'an, the story of Yusuf (Peace be upon him) aims to comfort and encourage Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) in his life, struggle, and mission. The Quran characterizes the story of Yusuf (peace be upon him) as the "best of accounts" (’ahsan al-qasas). The accounts of the other prophets are usually given in parts in the Quran in several suras; but that of Yusuf (peace be upon him) is only given in this sura, which deals exclusively with his history together with matters of faith.

	 

	Ya'qoob (peace be upon him) was a Prophet; his father was a Prophet, his grandfather was a Prophet, and his son was also a Prophet. Despite being so blessed, he still knew nothing of the unseen and had no control over its affairs. He neither knew what had become of his son nor could he change the course of events that made him so sad.

	 

	Only Allah knows the invisible and He has not granted this privilege to anyone else. Only Allah is the Supreme Master and Ruler of everything and He has not granted to others the ability to do more than what He allows.

	 

	The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) is Allah's true Messenger to whom the revelation descended. Difficulties will afflict the Prophet too, just as they afflicted the Prophets before him, but these will soon give way to success and victory.
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	In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

	 

	Ayat 1

	[image: Image]

	 

	1. Alif-Lam-Ra. These are the ayahs (signs, miracles, revelations, evidence) of the Book (the Qur’an) that clarifies (makes plain and makes the truth clear from falsehood).

	 

	The Quran is a clear book because its teachings are quite plain and unambiguous. Its message, the beliefs, and commandments it presents, its guidance, purpose, and objective, in short, everything related to it is clear and unambiguous. It is the feature of the Qur'an that its teachings speak directly to the heart and mind.

	 

	The Qur’an is a Noble Book

	 

	Alif Lam Ra: These are groups of letters that appear at the beginning of several chapters of the Qur’an. Allah alone knows their meanings. 

	 

	Allah Almighty informs us that the verses of the Qur'an are ‘verses of the Clear Book’, that is the words and meanings of which are clear. 

	 

	‘Alif Lam Ra. These are clear verses of the Book (Qur’an).’

	 

	These are the verses of the Book, namely al-Qur’an, which is clear, plain, and apparent. It clarifies and explains the unclear matters.

	
 

	 


Ayat 2
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	2. Verily (undoubtedly) We have sent it (the Quran) down as an Arabic (clear) Quran so that you may understand (comprehend its meaning).

	 

	One of the proofs of the clarity of the Quran is that Allah revealed it in Arabic, which is the most virtuous and the clearest language. It describes the beneficial facts that people are in need of.

	 

	This clear explanation is given ‘so that you may understand’. That is, in order to understand its limits, its rules and regulations, and its commandments and prohibitions. Understanding will lead you to do righteous actions based on the knowledge that you have gained. 

	 

	‘Verily We have sent it down in the form of an Arabic Qur’an, that you may understand.’

	 

	Allah revealed the Qur’an in Arabic and sent it down in clear Arabic. That is because Arabic is the most eloquent and clear language, which reveals the most meaning to the mind and soul.

	 

	Indeed, Allah has sent down the most glorious book with the most glorious language, to the most glorious Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), delivered by the most glorious angel, the revelation took place in the most glorious place on earth, and the beginning of its descent started in the most glorious month, the month of Ramadan, on the most glorious night, the night of power. Therefore the Qur’an is perfect in all respects.

	 

	When the Qur'an says, "so that you may understand," it means that simply reciting the Qur'an is not enough, but it is necessary to understand it properly. Furthermore, the message, which should be read with understanding, is reserved not only for Muslims but also for any individual who may be of any religion, be it a scholar or an ordinary man. And this idea is absolutely wrong that only the scholars can understand the Quran or that it should only be read by Muslims.

	 

	 


Ayat 3
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	3. We relate unto you (Muhammad - peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) the best of stories (the most beautiful story) through Our Revelations to you, of this Qur’an; though you had been before it (before the coming of Divine Revelation) indeed of those unaware (knowing nothing about the Quran or this story).

	 

	The Qur’an Also Contains Stories

	 

	We narrate to you (O Muhammad) the best of stories. That is, this story is the best because of its authenticity, the smoothness of its text, and the beauty of its meanings. Because We have sent down to you this Qur'an, that is, the matters that are contained in this Qur'an which We have revealed to you and through it We have favored you (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) over all the Prophets and Messengers. This is only by the grace of Allah Almighty and is a blessing from Allah. 

	 

	And certainly, before that, you were unaware. That is, before the revelation came to you from God, you did not know what the Book (the Quran) is and what faith is. But We have made it a light, and by it, We guide whom We will of Our servants. 

	 

	Ibn Abbas said, "The companions asked, 'O Messenger of Allah, why don’t you narrate to us stories?' So God sent down His word,

	 

	We narrate to you (Muhammad) the best of stories. (Yusuf [12]: 3)

	 

	The Qur'an is Enough

	 

	Indeed the word of God - the Qur'an is sufficient and does not need the previous books. So that there is no need to go back to the books that have been distorted (the previous revelations). 

	 

	'Umar ibn al-Khattab (Allah be pleased with him) came to the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) with a book that he had obtained from some of the People of the Book. When Umar read it to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) the Prophet became angry and said, “Are they confused, O Ibn al-Khattab? By the One in whose hands my soul is, I have come to you with it (the Quran) clean and white. Don't ask them (the people of the book) about anything. Because, maybe they will tell you a truth and then you reject it, or they will tell you a falsehood and then you believe it. By the One who has my soul in His hand, if Moses were still alive, then he would have no choice but to follow me.”

	 

	Allah Almighty praises the stories that this Noble Qur'an contains and also mentions that these stories are absolutely the best stories and there are no stories in any other books like that found in this Qur'an. Allah Almighty narrates the most beautiful and wonderful story of Yusuf (peace be upon him), his father Ya’qub (Jacob peace be upon him), and his brothers.

	 

	The reasons why the story of Prophet Yusuf is the best are many:

	 

	First of all, this story tells the twists and turns that entered the life of the Prophet Yusuf from childhood until he came of age, and how Allah guided him every step of the way and how he proved to be a man of excellent character.

	 

	Second, his chastity is severely tested in adulthood and he emerges successfully without a single flaw - the example of which is unparalleled in history. His behavior throughout this episode is so beautiful that his opponents wonder if he is an angel.

	 

	Third, there are many aspects of moral teaching in his story.

	 

	Fourth, this story shows such a picture of the biography of the Prophet Yusuf, which is very amazing and extremely attractive, and at the same time does not deviate even slightly from the truth.

	 

	Fifth, it is a comprehensive story for which a whole Surah was revealed, containing more than a hundred verses.

	 

	Various characters present themselves in this story, but among them, the character of the Prophet Yusuf is so prominently etched that it wins the admiration of readers. What the detractors had thrown as a useless stone turned out to be a very valuable diamond and ultimately shone like a crown.

	 

	 


Ayat 4
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	4. (Remember) When (as a child) Yusuf said to his father (Ya’qub): “O my (beloved) father! Verily, I saw (in a dream) eleven stars and the sun and the moon - I saw them prostrating themselves to me (his family members giving him respect).”

	 

	The lineage of Prophet Yusuf (Joseph - peace be upon him)

	 

	Allah said to the Prophet, "O Muhammad, tell your people the story of Joseph."

	 

	(Remember) when Joseph said to his father.

	 

	His father was Prophet Ya’qub. So his full name is Yusuf bin Ya’qub bin Ishaq bin Ibrahim.

	 

	The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said, “A noble, the son of a nobleman, the son of a nobleman, the son of a nobleman. He is Yusuf son of Ya’qub, son of Ishaq, son of Ibrahim.”

	 

	The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was asked, 'Who is the most noble amongst the people (in Allah’s Sight)?' He replied, ‘The noblest of them in the sight of Allah are the most pious.’ They said, 'That is not what we mean.' He said, ‘The noblest person is Joseph. He is a Prophet, the son of a Prophet, his grandfather is a Prophet, his grandfather's father is Allah’s friend (Prophet Abraham).’ They said, 'That is not what we mean.' He asked, ‘Then you want to ask about the descent of the Arabs?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ He replied, ‘The best people among you in the time of ignorance are the best people in Islam if they understand.’

	 

	"O my Father! Indeed, I (dreamed) saw eleven stars, the sun, and the moon; I saw them all prostrate down to me."

	 

	Prophet Yusuf's dream when he was a child

	 

	He saw eleven stars and the sun, and the moon prostrate down to him.

	 

	Ibn 'Abbas (Allah be pleased with him) said, "The dreams of the Prophets are revelations from Allah."

	 

	Ibn 'Abbas also said, "Eleven stars are his eleven brothers. The sun and the moon are his mother and father."

	 

	The interpretation of this dream was confirmed many years later when Joseph became a leader in Egypt and elevated both of his parents to the throne. Then his parents and eleven brothers bowed down to him, as Allah said,

	 

	And he raised his parents on the throne. And they prostrated themselves before him. And he (Joseph) said: "O my father! This is the interpretation of my former dream. And indeed my Lord has made it come true… (Yusuf [12]: 100)

	 

	It should be noted that Allah Almighty has mentioned that He has narrated the best of stories in this book to His Messenger. Then Allah Almighty narrated this story in great detail and narrated all the incidents related to this story. This shows that this story is very perfect and very beautiful. 

	 

	The dream gave glad tidings to Yusuf (peace be upon him) and was a precursor to the high position that he attained in this world and in the hereafter. This is the way when Allah intends great matters. He presents the precedence which precedes and facilitates it, and prepares the servant for the difficulties he will go through, which is kindness and mercy of Allah, and it comes to the servant as a favor. Jacob (peace be upon him) interpreted this dream to mean that the sun meant the mother of Yusuf (peace be upon him), the moon meant his father, and the stars meant his brothers. Also, the situation of Yusuf will change into such a situation that all the above-mentioned people will be obedient to Yusuf (peace be upon him) and will prostrate before him to honor and respect him. Jacob understood that this dream indicates that the future of Yusuf is very bright, he would gain power and his entire family would be under his power.

	 

	 


Ayat 5
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	5. He (Yusuf’s father) said: “O my (beloved) Son, relate not your dream unto your brothers lest they should hatch against you a plot (out of envy). Verily Satan (Shaitan) is for man an enemy open and clear.”

	 

	Ya'qub said to Yusuf, "O my son, do not tell your dreams to your brothers. Surely they will plot against you and will seek ways to harm you."

	 

	Prophet Ya'qub said this because the meaning of this dream was the submission of his brothers to him. They will bow to him in prostration in respect, honor, and appreciation. Therefore, Prophet Ya'qub feared that if Yusuf narrated this dream to one of his brothers, they would be jealous of him and conspire to destroy him.

	 

	The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said, “If one of you dreams of seeing something he likes, then let him tell it (to those who love him). But if he dreams of seeing something he dislikes, then let him turn to the other side, blow to his left three times, seek refuge in Allah from its evil, and do not convey it (the bad dream) to anyone. Because it will not harm him in this case.”

	 

	When Jacob (peace be upon him) completed the interpretation of the dream of Prophet Yusuf (peace be upon him), Prophet Yaqub (peace be upon him) said to Prophet Joseph (peace be upon him): Do not tell your dream to your brothers, then they will make a plan for you. That is, they will plot against you out of jealousy so that you do not become their leader. 

	 

	Satan never fails to attack us day and night, in private or in public openly. Therefore, it is better to stay away from the means by which he gains control over the servant. Joseph (peace be upon him) obeyed his father's command and did not tell his brothers about the good dream. He concealed his dream from them.

	 

	Some commentators, in view of the fact that the Prophet Yusuf saw his brothers in a dream in the form of stars, have concluded that they later became prophets. This is a case of jumping to the end and giving free rein to the imagination because the character and conduct of the Prophet before attaining prophethood are also flawless and he has the highest standard of good moral character. In contrast to the character of the brothers of the Prophet Yusuf. We know the heinous crimes they committed. Their appearance in a dream in the form of stars does not necessarily qualify them as a prophet. Ibn Taymiyyah (Allah have mercy on him) has emphatically refuted this argument, which is briefly as follows:

	 

	"What the literal and metaphorical meaning of the Quran means is that the brothers of the Prophet Yusuf were not prophets, nor is it mentioned anywhere in the Quran that Allah made them prophets, nor is it reported by the Prophet. "Asbat" (descendants) does not mean the descendants of the Prophet Yaqub, but his race ... And the fact is that the title "Asbat" was given in the time of the Prophet Moosa, and from that time the chain of the Prophets appeared in them (in Bani Israel), otherwise before that except for the prophet Yusuf, no prophet is mentioned among them. And the major sins which Allah has narrated as committed by the brothers of Yusuf are of the kind never mentioned to have been committed by any prophet before he attained prophethood."

	 

	One advantage of this Surah is that it contains the basic principles of dream interpretation. This is an advantage because the science of dream interpretation is a comprehensive and important science - based on excellent understanding and analysis of words and tangible and intangible phenomena or similar occurrences, with due regard to the dreamer's personal condition, the time of day, and the circumstances associated with the dream.

	 

	One can see how Allah praised Yusuf for his knowledge of language interpretation - interpreting the language of the rules and regulations of Islamic law and the language associated with dream interpretation. There is a difference between a real dream and confused visions that have no valid explanation like those that are seen by a person who ponders and thinks about a certain subject for a long time because it is true that often in their sleep they see a variety of what he was thinking about while awake. As a result, most of these types of dreams are convoluted
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