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    To those who refrain from political flirting.

      

    

Introduction: On the Dangers of Flirting

––––––––
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It’s a failure of the imagination to not see the harm in  “flirting.” Isn’t flirting harmless? Aren’t we just enjoying ourselves? Isn’t it part of the game of life? Maybe it is harmless, but maybe not. Maybe it depends on who you are flirting with. If you're flirting with a good guy, that’s one thing. If you’re flirting with a rapist, that’s another. 

There’s a special danger in flirting with a con man. For one, you may not know he (or a she) is one. A con man makes you feel good, comfortable, says what you want to hear. He is smooth, puts you at ease. But, of course, it’s a setup. He’s going to take something from you that he wants, that you don’t really want to give. 

It would seem our schools would teach us the traits of a con man. That should be high on the curriculum. I don’t think it’s mentioned though. Why is that? Don’t tell me that schools are colluding with con men. I don’t really believe that. Yet the fact remains, we don’t know much about  the con man and the dangers of flirting with one. 

I wonder if ChatGPT knows the traits of the con man. Let me ask for five of them. The answer came back rather quickly: 1) Charisma, charm; 2) Confidence, Persuasion; 3)Manipulative Empathy; 4) Adaptability and  Quick Thinking; and 5) Patience and Long-Term Strategy. The full results, more detailed and elaborated, are in the appendix.

The danger in flirting with a “con man” is that you may fall in love with him and believe you have a real relationship. The big “ask” eventually happens. Then you will be used and discarded. There’s no real loyalty with a con man. You are an object to be used, not a person with intrinsic worth. There’s a difference between the two, and there’s no faking that. The end result will become crystal clear. But in the meantime, you’re flirting.

The type of flirting we are talking about, of course, is not the game between the sexes, though it resonates. Rather, we’re talking about flirting with the larger realities in the world, such as who are political leaders are, the integrity of our financial system, or the increasing monetization of our world. We use the word flirt because often we may approach these things not so seriously, like we can be light-handed, that it’s not really serious or not in my purview to object. We won’t research something to find out the facts. We won’t do a check on that con man or con woman we’ve been seeing because we trust them.

You don’t consider yourself a flirt. But confess! You are doing more than you realize. Maybe you’re getting most of your news from social media that’s not vetted and making liberal use of con techniques. You don’t really know if it is true or care, for you’re flirting. Those algorithms are really good at giving you that endorphin hit. Just read on and see if you check the boxes. 
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Chapter I: Flirting with a Global Financial Crisis
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Wow! This is a big one. Is this really the place to start? Go easy on me! Can I really be flirting with a global meltdown? I’m just going about my life, worried about trying to make a living and dealing with the high prices of things. I don’t even know what causes a global meltdown, much less the solution. We could ask ChatGPT and it would list all the causes quite accurately and even give a good list of what to do about it. But I don’t have the time or interest to do that. I’m just going to be concerned about how to increase my assets,  and keep a sharp out for my outgo and ingo. It’s true, the last meltdown a few years ago caused millions of people to lose their life savings; hundreds of thousands to lose their homes. But that’s been a while ago. I don’t want to give up flirting, putting all my effort and resources to securing my own financial situation. 

If someone brings up the big stuff, I can respond with a cliché or two. Talk about a “Capital Gains Tax” to bring some of the enormous wealth that’s being generated back to the public. You shake your head and scrunch your features. “I’m not sure what that’s about. It sounds like socialism!” You may not know it, but your response is flirting with the financial stability of the world. 

There are steps we could take to avoid the next catastrophe or downturn, but we haven’t taken them. We’re not pressing our representatives to do anything. True, we might lose our life savings; we might lose our homes. But we are too busy flirting....

What about  monetization and financialization that’s increasingly happening in the world. Maybe you don’t know what that means. In essence, it’s about putting private interest foremost without keeping the public interest or good in mind. The government could try to represent the public interest. You might think this would mean putting dedicated public servants in charge of agencies. But we like to flirt! Why not instead put financialized and monetized pros, like billionaires, in charge? It makes for a splash and you can say it makes some sense. If someone can make all that money, they must be good at that at least, as well as knowing how to avoid too outside interference or public accountability. 

You might say it’s like putting the fox in charge of the henhouse. And that you’ve just upped the risk for doing less about making sure that next collapse doesn’t happen. But maybe the fox, giving him the public responsibility, will do better than expected. Maybe that billionaire will know how to fix our social problems. Maybe he will have mercy on the chickens....

You might object to my use of the metaphor here. You’re not saying we are chickens flirting with a fox? I have good answers for that. First, I would say chickens have been under-rated. They’re the grand survivors of the dinosaurs. Those pesky mammals who came afterwards, with their extra layer of neocortex brain, and more bite force per square inch, can cause some trouble, true. But there're more chickens than foxes, if you noticed. And they’ve gotten humans to build their houses and feed them.

Wait. I’ve gotten diverted talking about chickens, the descendants of dinosaurs. We are not dinosaurs. We are not going to go extinct! We are people of the modern age. True, we may not be so well informed and we flirt with dangers. True, we don’t have much clue about the big picture, or know that what clues we have been the false ones. But after reading this, we’re going to make a new start, have a new resolution. We are going to give up flirting—the harmful sort, that is!
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