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It isn't a loss of focus. It's just a phase.

Kayla Reid and her best friend Bethany have successfully launched their company K-Plus, a clothing company that specializes in comfortable and appealing undergarments for plus-sized women. In little time, K-Plus has attracted the attention of the famous fashion chain Vicki Verelli, who have plans to court Kayla.

On the other side of the country, Kayla's recent ex-boyfriend, Justin Baker, is busy living out his photography dreams in Los Angeles. Coincidentally, Justin happens to work for Vicki Verelli, and he’s set on a path that’s about to collide him with his past. He’s guided down the path by the company's CEO, Leila Camden, a beautiful, strong woman that runs the company with an iron fist.

After a series of unbelievable twists, Justin believes that fate is the culprit of his journey; while Kayla believes it’s pure coincidence. In 'Phase', sometimes it’s hard to know what to believe.
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Justin

The rain was heavy, but nowhere near as heavy as the thoughts that had been filling my mind since I’d gotten on the plane from Los Angeles to Newark.

Kayla was all I had thought about while in the air, and was still in the forefront of my mind once I was on the ground and getting into my taxi. It felt strange to be back in Jersey and be without my own car, and even stranger to be facing my fate, suddenly unable to remember the words I’d been repeating in my head for hours.

Now I was staring at Kayla’s front door, a door I had been to many times in the past. But I hadn’t knocked on it since before I got my job with Vicki Verelli Enterprises, a job that I no longer had. Things were different back then. Kayla was my girlfriend, and whenever the door opened, I knew I’d be greeted with open arms and a warm embrace. 

But now, I didn’t know what to anticipate. I thought my time on the plane and in the taxi would’ve been sufficient enough to prepare me emotionally and mentally, so I wouldn’t lose all composure. But as I knocked on her door, I was reminded of how often Kayla had defied the logic that I typically deferred to in these situations. With that though, I now felt screwed. No doubt about it.

She opened the door, shocked to see me. Even though it hadn’t been that long since we had seen each other in person, it felt like an eternity. Her blonde hair was blowing slightly from the wind coming from outside. Her blue eyes were staring, not blinking, her full, exquisite lips parting and remaining agape.

“Hey,” I muttered.

“Justin,” she gasped.

“So, I was hoping I could talk to you about a few things,” I said.

“Yeah, of course. Come in out of the rain,” she insisted, ushering me inside.

I stepped inside her apartment, dripping wet. Thankfully, she had the heat on, filling the living room with warm air.

I looked around, realizing she hadn’t changed the place one bit. It had been a little over a month, so I wasn’t expecting drastic changes, but I had half-expected her to do something new to give it a different personality after I had left, since we had made quite a few memories together throughout her apartment and all. I wouldn’t normally give myself that much credit or flatter myself like that, but after I had seen the way she behaved in Los Angeles initially, I wasn’t precisely sure just how deeply rooted I was in her subconscious. I only knew that she was deeply rooted in mine.

She closed the door and stood in front me. She kept looking me up and down, and it seemed like we both kept waiting for the other to speak first.

“Thanks for letting me in,” I said to her, cracking under the pressure over who would speak first.

“I’m honestly pretty surprised to see you,” she said, crossing her arms. Her stance suggested worry, but her eyes were softer than they had been during our last few meetings.

“Well, things have been happening sort of quickly for me the past few days,” I said. “I’ve just sort of been going with it and I had to get here as quickly as I could.”

“What are you talking about?” she asked, clearly confused.

“I quit my job,” I said.

She was taken aback. “You quit your—what? Justin, why? That was your dream job!”

“That’s right,” I assured. “I quit my job, and I’m not going back. Leila wanted— no—demanded that I try and make you sell your company to her. She said she was going to fire me, which she’s been doing over and over for not going along with her messed up program.”

“Whoa,” she said, raising her hands to her mouth. “I don’t know what to say.”

“You don’t have to say anything just yet,” I said. “I’ll talk for a while first.”

She sat down on her couch. At first, I meant to join her, but instantly realized that my wet clothes and body would likely be a distraction to her if I sat, so I chose to stand.

“I’ve been thinking about my life a lot lately,” I began. “I thought about what I chose and what I left behind. I’m living in a part of the world that I find incredibly exciting, full of possibilities that I’ve dreamt of for years. I had a job where I would’ve been making a tremendous amount of money, with benefits... I had it. I had everything that I’d been telling people for years that I wanted.

“But now I’m thinking that the price to pay for these dreams is not worth it. I’m not going to be a part of a company that wants to ruin something so important to the one person that I want in my life more than anyone else on this planet.”

I couldn’t read her expression, and it was killing me. Her lip was trembling.

“I—Justin, I don’t—”

“Please, I’ll finish, and then you can throw me back out in the rain, I don’t care, I swear.”

I clapped my hands, rubbing them together, hoping it would somehow make my admissions easier to put out there.

“I know that I’m throwing a lot at you,” I continued. “Especially since I left you. I get that now, I left, and I didn’t give you a real chance to rebut.”

Suddenly, her cell phone rang. She reached instinctively to her pocket, but didn’t take out her phone.

“You can take that if you want,” I said, somewhat relieved to be spared for the moment.

“I can call them back,” said Kayla.

We stayed silent until the last ring. After that, I cleared my throat, attempting to get back on track.

“I’m not sure what any of this means,” I said. “I barely understand my own feelings these days.”

“You really quit your job?” she asked.

“I sure did, and, I didn’t look back. She was obsessed, though I guess I’m one to talk. I’m standing in your living room soaking wet. You probably think I’m obsessed.”

“I don’t think that,” she said.

I looked into her eyes, trying as hard as I could to maintain what little courage I had. “So, since I don’t have a job anymore, and I’m not really sure about what direction I should take, I decided to follow my instincts. My instincts put me on a plane that brought me back to you, and honestly, there’s a big part of me that wishes I hadn’t even left in the first place.”

Her cell phone rang again. I chuckled, somewhat curious as to whom the mystery caller was. I didn’t think it was my place to ask, especially since I was putting her on the spot.

“Don’t worry about it,” she said, ignoring her phone again. “It’s probably just Bethany. What were you saying?”

“I was going to say that being in California is pointless if all I’m going to do is think about being back in New Jersey with you,” I stated. “And I’m feeling pretty vulnerable at the moment, and I guess I’m wondering what you think about—well, any of what I’m saying.”

She bit her lip, looking down in her lap as she pondered.

“Justin, I—”

And again, her cell phone rang. She threw her arms up in frustration.

“For fuck’s sake,” she went. “Would you mind?”

“No, go ahead,” I insisted.

“Why don’t you go use the bathroom and dry off,” she suggested. She stood up, taking out her phone and looking at the identity of her caller. “I’ll call this person back and make them shut up. I promise I’m not blowing you off, okay?”

“It’s fine, really,” I told her. “I’m freezing anyway, so I’ll be right back.”

I rushed down the hall to the bathroom, closing the door behind me. I threw off my shirt, hanging it over the shower curtain rod to dry.

I was going to remove my pants, as well, but then it hit me how that wouldn’t work. I no longer had spare clothes laying around here that I could change into. I glanced over at her hair dryer, considering whether to try and use that as a makeshift clothes dryer. I wasn’t confident about what ideas of mine were good ones at that point.

Part of my original plan when coming over was to tell Kayla that I loved her. I
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