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Finding places


Using this atlas

How to use this atlas

The atlas is in five colour coded sections. These are shown on the List of contents.

There are two ways to find information in this atlas.

• To find a particular topic, look for it on the List of contents. For example, maps showing Energy resources can be found on here.

• You can refer to Finding places to help you find the place on the map. If you know roughly where a particular name occurs, you can use the Key map of the continents below or the List of contents to find the map page number and then look for it on the map.

[image: illustration]


What is a map?

These small maps explain the meaning of some of the lines and colours on the atlas maps.


[image: illustration]
This is how an island is shown on a map. The land is coloured green and the sea is blue. The coastline is a blue line.




[image: illustration]
There are some lakes on the island and rivers that flow down to the sea.




[image: illustration]
This map shows the land over 200 metres high in a lighter colour. The height of the land is shown by contour lines and layer colours.




[image: illustration]
This map shows more contour lines and layer colours. It shows that the highest mountain is in the centre of the island and that it is over 3,000 metres high.




[image: illustration]
This is a way of showing different information about the island. It shows that the island is divided into two countries. They are separated by a country boundary.




[image: illustration]
There are cities and towns on the island. The two capital cities are shown with a special symbol. Other large or important cities are shown by a red circle.




[image: illustration]
This map shows the most important roads, railways and airports. Transport routes connect the cities and towns.




[image: illustration]
This map gives lines of latitude and longitude and shows where the island is in the world. Here in the atlas shows the same island on a map at a different scale.




[image: illustration]
This map is using the country colouring and showing letter-figure codes for locating places.





Map information

Symbols


[image: illustration]
A map symbol shows the position of something – for example, circles for towns or an aeroplane for an airport.




[image: illustration]
On some maps a dot or a symbol stands for a large number – for example, 500,000 people or cities with over 10 million people.




[image: illustration]
The size of the symbol can be bigger or smaller, to show different numbers. The symbol here shows fishing ports in the UK.





Colours


[image: illustration]
Colours are used on some maps so that separate areas, such as countries, as in this map, can be seen clearly.




[image: illustration]
On other maps, areas that are the same in some way have the same colour to show patterns. This map shows rainfall.




[image: illustration]
Patterns on maps often spread across country borders. This map shows different types of vegetation in the world.




[image: illustration]
Colours that are lighter or darker are used on some maps to show less or more of something. This map shows farming.




Graphs and charts

Graphs and charts are used to give more information about subjects shown on the maps. A graph shows how something changes over time.

This graph shows the rainfall for each month in a year as a blue bar that can be measured on the scale at the side of the graph.

[image: illustration]
This diagram is called a pie-chart. It shows how you can divide a total into its parts. It shows where the food eaten in the UK comes from.

[image: illustration]
This is a bar-chart. It is another way of showing a total divided into parts.
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Scale

[image: illustration]
This is a drawing of the top of a table, looking down on it. It is 100 cm long and 50 cm wide. The drawing measures 4 x 2 cm. It is drawn to scale: 1 cm on the drawing equals 25 cm on the table.

[image: illustration]
This is a plan of a room looking down from above. 1 cm on the plan equals 1 metre in the room. The same table is shown, but now at a smaller scale. Use the scale bar to find the measurements of other parts of the room.

[image: illustration]
This is an even smaller scale plan that shows the table in a room, inside a house. 1 cm on the plan equals 4 metres in the house. We can also call this a large scale map.

[image: illustration]



Scale bars

This distance represents 1 mile

[image: illustration]
This distance represents 1 kilometre

[image: illustration]
These examples of scale bars are at the scale of 1 cm equals 0.5 km

Signposts still have miles on them. 1 mile = 1.6 km, or 10 miles is the same as 16 kilometres.

On the maps of the UK and Ireland and the continents kilometre scale bars are used. On the maps of the continents, where you cannot see the UK and Ireland, a small map is shown to give you some idea of size and scale.

[image: illustration]




Direction


[image: illustration]
Many of the maps in this atlas have a North Point showing the direction of north. It points in the same direction as the lines of longitude. The four main directions shown are called the cardinal points.




[image: illustration]
Direction is measured in degrees. This diagram shows the degree numbers for each cardinal point. The direction is measured clockwise from north. The diagram on the right shows all the points of the compass and the divisions between the cardinal points. For example, between north and east there is north-east, between south and west is south-west. You can work out the cardinal points at your home by looking for the sun rising in the east and setting in the west.




[image: illustration]
The Earth has a spot near the North Pole that is called the Magnetic Pole. If a piece of metal that was magnetized at one end was left to float, then the magnetized tip would point to the North Magnetic Pole.




[image: illustration]
The needle of a compass is magnetized and it always points north. If you know where you are and want to go to another place, you can measure your direction from a map and use a compass to guide you.




[image: illustration]
North is at the top of this map. Look at the points of the compass on the diagram above and the positions of places on the map. Taunton is north-east of Exeter and Dorchester is south-east of Taunton.




Rocks, mountains and rivers

Rocks

This map shows the different types of rock in Great Britain and Ireland.

[image: illustration]


Type of rock

[image: illustration]

Longest rivers

(length in kilometres)

1. Shannon ............................ 370

2. Severn ............................... 354

3. Thames .............................. 335

4. Trent .................................. 297

5. Aire ................................... 259

6. Great Ouse ........................ 230

7. Wye .................................. 215

8. Tay .................................... 188

9. Nene ................................. 161

10. Clyde ............................... 158

The longest river in Northern Ireland is the River Bann (129 kilometres). The longest river completely in Wales is the Tywi (109 kilometres).

Largest lakes

(area in square kilometres)

1. Lough Neagh ..................... 382

2. Lough Corrib ...................... 168

3. Lough Derg ........................ 120

4. Lower Lough Erne ............... 105

5. Loch Lomond ........................ 71

6. Loch Ness ............................ 57

The largest lake in England is Windermere (15 square kilometres). The largest lake in Wales is Llyn Vyrnwy (8 square kilometres).

Largest islands

(area in square kilometres)

1. Great Britain .................229,880

2. Ireland ...........................84,400

3. Lewis and Harris ...............2,225

4. Skye .................................1,666

5. Shetland (Mainland) .............967

6. Mull ....................................899

7. Anglesey .............................714

8. Islay ....................................615

9. Isle of Man ..........................572

10. Isle of Wight ......................381

Highest mountains

(height in metres)

In Scotland: Ben Nevis ...........................1,345

In Wales: Snowdon ............................1,085

In Ireland: Carrauntoohill ....................1,041

In England: Scafell Pike ............................978

In Northern Ireland: Slieve Donard ........................852
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Weather and climate


Rainfall is measured at many places every day. Each year, all the measurements are put together and graphs are made, like the ones shown on this page. Experts in the weather use these measurements to find out the average amount of rainfall for each place and for each year. They can then show this on climate maps, like the map below. Graphs and maps are also made for average temperatures and other types of weather (see here). These help the experts to see patterns in the weather over a long period of time. These patterns in the weather show a country’s climate. The maps on these pages show you the climate of the UK and Ireland.

[image: illustration]




Rainfall

[image: illustration]
[image: illustration]


Temperature

[image: illustration]


Water

[image: illustration]
Up to 17,400 million litres of water are used each day in the UK. Over half the water is used by people in their homes. About a third is used to make electricity. The rest is used in farms, fish farms and factories. In the UK each person uses about 150 litres of water per day. On the right are some of the ways that water is used in the home.

To make one car can use up to 40,000 litres of water. To brew one pint of beer needs 8 pints of water.



The water cycle

[image: illustration]


Domestic water and sewage (the man-made water cycle)

[image: illustration]

How we use water in the home



	Flushing the toilet

	30%




	Showering and bathing

	25%




	Clothes washing

	21%




	Washing up

	8%




	Outdoors

	7%




	Drinking

	4%








Flooding

Around 5 million people, in 2 million properties, live in flood risk areas in England and Wales. Periods of extreme rainfall can lead to widespread flooding.

The Environment Agency has an important role in warning people about the risk of flooding, and in reducing the likelihood of flooding from rivers and the sea.

Flood risk in England and Wales

[image: illustration]




Farming and fishing

Types of farm in the UK and Ireland

[image: illustration]
[image: illustration]
[image: illustration]
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Conservation

[image: illustration]


Work, industry and energy

[image: illustration]

Manufacturing industries are industries which make things. Some examples of manufactured goods are cars, steel, textiles and clothes.



[image: illustration]

Service industries do not make things. They provide a service to people. Shops, hotels and banks are examples of service industries.



[image: illustration]

Sources of energy used in the UK

[image: illustration]




Electricity generation in the UK (1990–2022)

[image: illustration]
This bar-chart shows the different types of fuel that are used to make electricity in the UK. The use of coal and oil in the generation of electricity has dropped between 1990 and 2022. However, the use of renewable energy has greatly increased.


Renewable energy in the UK

[image: illustration]
Onshore and offshore windfarms are the largest source of renewable energy in the UK.
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Transport

There are about 407 thousand kilometres of road in the UK. The total number of cars, buses, lorries and motorbikes is 38 million. That is more than half the number of people in the UK. The maps on this page show the motorways and some main roads in the UK and the number of cars in the different regions. At the bottom of the page there are tables showing the road distances between important towns.

[image: illustration]
[image: illustration]
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Ports and ferries

[image: illustration]
[image: illustration]


High-speed rail

High-speed rail lines in Europe are shown in red on the map. Trains can travel at over 200 km/h on these lines.

[image: illustration]
[image: illustration]


Countries, regions and counties


Country names

The map on the left shows the British Isles, which is made up of the two large islands of Great Britain and Ireland and many smaller islands. The islands contain two countries, the United Kingdom and Ireland. The full name of the United Kingdom is The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. It has four parts: England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. It is known for short as the United Kingdom, UK or Britain. The whole country is often wrongly called England. Ireland is sometimes shown as Eire (on its stamps), which is the name of Ireland in the Irish language.

[image: illustration]
[image: illustration]


Countries and regions

The map shows the Standard Regions of the United Kingdom. The boundaries follow those of the counties shown. Large bodies like the Health Service and Water and Power providers divide the country up into their own regions. Ireland is divided into four historic provinces.

[image: illustration]
Counties and unitary authorities

England and Wales are divided into counties, unitary authorities and boroughs.

Scotland is divided into regions and unitary authorities, and Northern Ireland into districts.

Ireland is divided into counties.

[image: illustration]
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People, cities and towns

Old people and young people

[image: illustration]
[image: illustration]
Look at the colours on the map above. Can you think of some reasons why some counties have more older people than others?

[image: illustration]
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Tourism

Tourism in the UK and Ireland

[image: illustration]
Tourist traffic

[image: illustration]

UK tourist attractions

(number of visitors in millions, 2022)



	1. Windsor Great Park

	5.6




	2. Natural History Museum, London

	4.7




	3. British Museum, London

	4.1




	4. Tate Modern, London

	3.9




	5. Southbank Centre, London

	2.9




	6. National Gallery, London

	2.7




	7. Victoria and Albert Museum, London

	2.4




	8. Somerset House, London

	2.3




	9. Science Museum, London

	2.3




	10. Tower of London

	2.0




	11. National Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh

	2.0




	12. Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew

	2.0




	13. Royal Museums, Greenwich

	1.6




	14. RHS Garden, Wisley

	1.5




	15. Royal Albert Hall, London

	1.4




	16. Edinburgh Castle

	1.3




	17. Scottish National Gallery, Edinburgh

	1.3




	18. St Paul’s Cathedral, London

	1.2




	19. Riverside Museum, Glasgow

	1.2




	20. British Library, London

	1.1








Ireland tourist attractions

(number of visitors in millions, 2022)



	1. Phoenix Park Visitor Centre, Dublin

	2.0




	2. Kilkenny Castle Parklands

	1.4




	3. Dublin Zoo

	1.2




	4. Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience, Clare

	1.1




	5. Guinness Storehouse, Dublin

	1.1




	6. Castletown House Parklands, Kildare

	1.0




	7. Book of Kells, Dublin

	0.8




	8. National Gallery of Ireland, Dublin

	0.8




	9. Emerald Park, Meath

	0.8




	10. St Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin

	0.4








World tourist attractions

(number of foreign visitors in millions, 2022)



	1. France

	79.4




	2. Spain

	71.7




	3. USA

	50.9




	4. Turkey

	50.5




	5. Italy

	49.8




	6. Mexico

	38.3




	7. UK

	30.7




	8. Germany

	28.5




	9. Greece

	27.8




	10. Australia

	26.2









International organizations

United Nations

The UN is the largest international organization in the world. The headquarters are in New York and 193 countries are members. It was formed in 1945 to help solve world problems and to help keep world peace. The UN sends peacekeeping forces to areas where there are problems.

[image: illustration]

[image: illustration]
The EU was first formed in 1951. Six countries were members. Now there are 27 countries in the EU. These countries meet to discuss agriculture, industry and trade as well as social and political issues



The Commonwealth


[image: illustration]


England and Wales

[image: illustration]


Scotland and Ireland

[image: illustration]
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