
Men-at-Arms • 278

Flags of the Third Reich (3)

Party and Police Units

[image: image]

Brian L Davis • Illustrated by Malcolm McGregor

Series editor Martin Windrow


CONTENTS

ORIGINS OF THE SWASTIKA FLAG

NSDAP KREIS & ORTSGRUPPEN

THE STURMABTEILUNGEN

THE NSKK

THE HITLERJUGEND

THE REICHSARBEITSDIENST

THE PLATES

BIBLIOGRAPHY


FLAGS OF THE THIRD REICH (3)

ORIGINS OF THE SWASTIKA FLAG

Although this is the third book in the present series, its subject matter, in effect, takes precedence over all other Third Reich flags. Some of the flags shown in this volume owe their origin to the earliest swastika flags carried by the Nazis.

In his book Mein Kampf Adolf Hitler claims that he made the decision to use the swastika as the emblem for his fledgling movement. He was responsible for the shape the swastika finally took, and for the choice of colours used, which set the pattern for all subsequent flags. Hitler devoted almost four pages of his book to this matter. He felt that the new flag ‘should prove effective as a large poster.’ Hitler mentioned the colours that were considered, but rejected, for the flags. White was ‘not a colour capable of attracting and focusing public attention’; he considered ‘white as more suitable for a young women’s association’. Black was also suggested and rejected; it too was felt to be incapable of attracting attention. Blue and white was discarded as being the colours of an individual German Federal State (Bavaria). Black and white were also rejected. The colours of black, red and gold used by the Weimar Republic were out of the question. The colours of black, white and red when used in their old format were also felt inappropriate, as ‘they represented the old Reich that had been ruined by its own blunders’. However, Hitler felt these three colours to be ‘far superior to all the others’, and ‘the most strikingly harmonious combination to be found’.

He wrote: ‘I myself was always for keeping the old colours . . . Accordingly I had to discard all the innumerable suggestions and designs which had been proposed for the new movement, among which were many that had incorporated the swastika into the old colours.’
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Herr Gahr, the goldsmith who was responsible for the manufacture of the first of the ‘Deutschland Erwache’ standards.

The first swastika flag, 1920

After several trials it was decided to use ‘a flag of red material with a white disc bearing in its centre a black swastika’. The proportions of the various elements were finally established by Hitler himself. This new flag first appeared in public in the midsummer of 1920.

The first ‘Germany Awake’ standard, 1922

Hitler decided in 1922 to give the SA its own standard. He designed this standard and an old party member, Herr Gahr, who was also a goldsmith, produced it. This standard became the distinctive Nazi symbol in its own right. The first four ‘Deutschland Erwache’ standards were presented on 28 January 1923 during the first Parteitag held at Munich. The SA contingents receiving these standards were ‘München I’, ‘München II’, ‘Nürnberg’ and ‘Landshut’.

[image: image]

The Munich SA standard. Of interest is the unique badge sewn to the lower left corner (as seen from the front) of the standard cloth. This badge, awarded to commemorate the 1923 RPT, also appeared on the reverse of the standard.

The ‘Bloodflag’ of the Nazi Party

The ‘Blutfahne’, as it came to be known, was nothing more than a swastika flag, but as a consequence of its historical origin it took on the aura of a sacred relic to the Nazis.

The flag had been carried by Andreas Bauriedl during the march on the Munich Feldherrnhalle when, on 9 November 1923, the Nazis attempted to overthrow the Bavarian Government. The attempted putsch was smashed by the Munich Police, who fired on the marchers killing 16 men (including Bauriedl) and wounding many others. In the aftermath of the mêlée the blood-soaked flag was confiscated by the Police President of Munich and impounded. When, under an amnesty, Hitler was released from prison and set about re-forming the NSDAP, the swastika flag was returned to the Nazis. On 9 November 1926 the original flag cloth attached to a new staff with a newly designed and unique finial was presented to SS-Sturme 1 (Traditions Sturme) of the 1.SS-Standarte (München) and entrusted to their safe-keeping. On all ceremonial parades and gatherings the Blutfahne was always borne by Jakob Grimminger.

The flag staff was in two parts joined in the centre of its length by a wide silver collar. At the top of the staff, below the line of the upper edge of the flag cloth, was a silver collar. I believe this to be a commemorative ring engraved with the name of the original bearer, Andreas Bauriedl. Interestingly, the Bloodflag was attached to its wooden staff by a fixed halyard consisting of a single cord, believed to be produced from black, white and red twisted strands, running through the sleeve of the flag cloth. The cord (halyard) was fixed at the top of the staff just below the finial and appears to be fastened to the lower part of the upper section of the flag staff.

The Bloodflag was paraded on the occasion of every Reichspartietag when it was used for the ‘Fahnenweihe’ – the ceremony of consecration of the flags. The last recorded instance of the Blutfahne being paraded was for the funeral of Gauleiter Wagner in 1944. The ultimate fate of this flag is not known. Due to its importance to the NSDAP it may well have escaped destruction or capture, and may even today survive in secret storage.

Jakob Grimminger, the bearer of the ‘Bloodflag’, was born on 25 April 1892. He served in the German Army during the Great War with sufficient distinction to be awarded the Imperial Iron Cross, 2nd Class. After the war Grimminger joined the Nazi Party and was an early member of the SS. He participated in the Munich Putsch of 9 November 1923. Later he was appointed to be the official bearer of the ‘Blutfahne’, and attained the rank of SS-Standartenführer; he was also appointed a Councillor for the City of Munich. He survived the Second World War and the period of post-war Allied occupation, after which, it is believed, he managed to obtain work as a street sweeper. Grimminger died in Munich in obscurity and poverty on 28 January 1969, at the age of seventy-seven.

The Nürnberg Party Rallies

The first Reichsparteitag was held on the Marzfeld at Munich on 27–29 January 1923. A similar event was repeated eight months later when the second such rally was held at Nürnberg during the first week in September 1923(1). The second gathering to be officially recognised as a Party Day was held at Weimar on 3 & 4 August 1926; and the third and all subsequent rallies up to the tenth and final pre-war occasion were all held at Nürnberg, mostly during the first part of September. The 1927 rally held at Nürnberg on 19 & 20 August was followed two years later by a further gathering also held at Nürnberg on 1 to 4 August 1929.

No Party Days were held at Nürnberg between 1930 and 1933 as these were the years when the Nazi Party concentrated its efforts on achieving national power. September 1933 saw the first of the Party Rallies to be given a title; the rally held at Nürnberg between 31 August and 3 September 1933 was entitled ‘Sieg des Galaubens’ (Victory of Faith). The 1934 rally held on 4–10 September was called ‘Triumph des Willens’ (Triumph of the Will). The 1935 rally held between 10 and 16 September was known as the ‘Parteitag der Freiheit’ (The Party Day of Freedom). The following year the rally held on 8 to 14 September was called the ‘Parteitag der Ehre’ (The Party Day of Honour). This was followed on 6 to 13 September 1937 by the ‘Parteitag der Arbeit’ (Party Day of Labour). What proved to be the final pre-war rally, known as the ‘Parteitag Gross-deutschlands’ (Party Day of Greater Germany), was held at Nürnberg between 6 and 12 September 1938. A further rally had been planned for September 1939, but events overtook the organisers and from that year on the annual gatherings were in abeyance until after cessation of hostilities, when, assuming Germany to be victorious, they were to be held once more.
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The ‘Blood Flag’ carried by Jakob Grimminger.

These rallies were used as the occasion for new standards to be presented to SA, SS and NSKK units. The following list indicates the number of standards known to have been presented up to 1939:



	1923 at Munich
	  4 standards



	1926 at Weimar
	  8 standards



	1927 at Nürnberg
	12 standards



	1929 at Nürnberg
	Not known



	1933 at Nürnberg
	118 standards



	1934 at Nürnberg
	126 standards



	1935 at Nürnberg
	35 standards



	1936 at Nürnberg
	25 standards



	1937 at Nürnberg
	10 standards & 20 cavalry standards



	1938 at Nürnberg
	27 standards & 15 cavalry standards




(1) According to Hamilton T. Burden’s The Nuremberg Party Rallies: 1923–39 pages 23–29, the gathering of September 1923, known as ‘The German Day’, was considered as the second Reichsparteitag. However, listings of the Reichs Party Days in various contemporary German publications do not acknowledge this as an official Party Day and only list ten such occasions as presented above.


NSDAP KREIS & ORTSGRUPPEN

The structure of the National Socialist Party was based on 42 Gaue (Regions), 32 of which were in Germany proper with the remaining ten in the annexed and occupied territories. An additional Gaue – the 43rd – was created to encompass those German nationals living abroad; this was known as the Auslandsorganization (AO).

Gaue were headed by a Gauleiter and divided into a number of Kreise or ‘Circles’ – by 1943 each Gau had on average 22 such Circles. There were 920 Kreise, each headed by a Kreisleiter. A Kreis contained, on average, 750 Ortsgruppen, and each was commanded by an unpaid Ortsgruppenleiter or Local Group Leader.

Of the four main levels of political responsibility – the Reichs, the Gau, the Kreis and the Orts – only the last two were granted distinctive swastika flags to be carried by units from within each Circle or Locality. The flags used by formations from each political level were similar in size, shape and colouring. Only the identification panel in the upper left corner differed, the colour of the panels and their piping, and the name of the Kreis or Ortsgruppen displayed being varied.
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9 November 1934: the Führer with his deputy Rudolf Hess (left, in front rank), Himmler (peaked cap), Viktor Lutze, Julius Schaub and other old Party comrades. On the right of the picture is one of the four original ‘Deutschland Erwache’ standards, München II.


THE STURM-ABTEILUNGEN

The Storm Detachments of the Nazi Party were the Wrst organised units of the Movement(1). Their origin can be traced to 3 August 1921 when, under the leadership of Josef Klintsch, a former oYcer in the Brigade Ehrhardt, a ‘Gymnastic and Sports Section’ was formed from within the Nazi Party. This Section was referred to as the ‘SA’, which was said variously to stand for ‘Turn-und Sportsabteilung’ (Gymnastic and Sports Detachment); ‘Saalschutz-Abteilung’ (Hall Protection Detachments); or ‘Storm Abteilung’ (Storm Detachments or Storm Troops).

During the first year or so of their existence the SA did not have a uniform, and were only distinguished from other political agitators by the wearing of a red armband bearing a black swastika set on a white disc, the ‘Kampfbinde’. The flags they carried were crude by later standards and in the main were hand-made, which accounts for the variety of designs and the shapes of the swastika emblems.

After the ‘Battle of Coburg’ (14–15 October 1922) Hitler decided that a recognisable uniform was essential. On 28 January 1923 the men of the SA appeared for the first time in a uniform bearing a strong resemblance to that worn by the Austrian infantry. It consisted of a grey waterproof wind jacket worn buttoned to the neck, grey breeches, black leather riding boots and grey ski-cap. A leather waist belt and cross strap and the swastika arm band worn on the left upper arm completed the outfit. The first four ‘Germany Awake’ Standards were presented to the SA during the Reichs Party
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