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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for a decade to every level and type of student, including every age from kindergarten kids to adults. These days, I'm living in Vancouver and teaching English to a variety of students. 

In case you were wondering what my academic qualifications are, I hold a Master of Arts in Psychology. During my time in Korea, I completed both the Cambridge CELTA and DELTA certification programs. With the combination of years teaching ESL/EFL learners of all ages and levels, and the more formal teaching qualifications I've obtained, I have a solid foundation on which to offer teaching advice. I truly hope that you find this book useful and would love it if you sent me an email with any questions or feedback that you might have (jb.business.online@gmail.com). 

If you want more ideas, games, tips and tricks for teaching English, be sure to join my email list: www.eslspeaking.org/subscribe.

Jackie Bolen around the Internet

ESL Speaking (www.eslspeaking.org)

YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen)

Instagram (www.instagram.com/jackie.bolen)

Pinterest (www.pinterest.com/eslspeaking)
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​How to Use This Book
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There are a number of ways that you might want to make use of this book. While it would be useful to read it from cover to cover, I don't expect many busy teachers to do that. Not to say that it wouldn't be useful of course! 

What I recommend is this: Read the tips on how to teach grammar, and then skim the 39 activities so that you can get an idea of what they are. Then, when you're teaching a unit on say the simple past, or present perfect, come back to this book and you'll be able to quickly find an activity or two that'll fit perfectly into your lesson.

It's a nice book to have on the bookshelf in your office for when you're doing your lesson planning. Or, to take with you on your phone or tablet for lesson planning at your favourite coffee shop. Or, consider picking up a copy if you have a teacher's resource room at your school. Share this English teaching goodness with your fellow teachers!

Most teachers use this book in conjunction with an ESL/EFL textbook of some kind. They are certainly quite useful when it comes to teaching grammar because everything is well-organized and follows a nice progression. However, they tend to be a bit dry in terms of activities. That's where this book can come in. Find something to use from this book as a quick warm-up, review activity, or something for the free practice portion of the lesson. Your students will love it! 
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​How to Teach Grammar
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If you want to know some tips for teaching English grammar to ESL or EFL students, then you're definitely in the right place. We'll get to the tips first, and then the 39 activities and games. 
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​Tip #1: Avoid Rocking the Chalk
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When I did the CELTA course a few years back, I did what I thought was a very student-centred lesson. After all, the students were talking with each other most of the time, instead of me. I acted as a facilitator more than anything else and I patted myself on the back for a job well done.

Except during the feedback part, my tutor said that my presentation of the language was student-centred to the max. I presented all the finer points of the specific English grammar point. I answered questions like a pro. And then I went over the answers to the practice part of the lesson like a champ. Argh! 

He challenged me to try a self-discovery style of grammar lesson next time. And not to be up at the front of the class talking, with a piece of chalk in my hand for a large amount of the class.

So I did! Instead of lecturing my students on the finer points of English grammar, I made up a worksheet that pointed out the rules with some examples. Students worked through it and then we convened at the end. When they had a few problems, I made note of the important things and the exceptions to the rules they discovered. 

The results? It worked well in terms of students grasping the specific grammar point quickly and easily and this is how I've taught most grammar lessons since then. This is especially true for things students have likely seen before. For example, the simple past or “be” verbs. 

You could also try the “test-teach-test” approach if students have seen the specific grammatical point before. Basically, you give students a little test before teaching them formally in any way. Then, you look at the answers together and teach students the things that they're a bit shaky on. To finish up, give another test of sorts to see if they've improved. And of course, points out any mistakes they may have made. 

Try out some of these ideas for more student-centered teaching for yourself! Remember, the less you're at the front of the classroom talking, the better it is for your students!
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​Tip #2: Repetition is Key for Language Learning
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In an ideal world, you'd teach students something and then they'd remember it forever. The bad news is that this basically never happens. Students have to see and use grammar at least a few times before it becomes even a little bit familiar. It'll need to be repeated and applied at least 20 or 30 times before it becomes easy to use and remember. 

I certainly consider it a win if students leave my class with 10 solid things they can hold onto, instead of 50 things they only kind of know.
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