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WHAT ARE GRADED READERS?

Graded readers are books in easy English. They are written for learners of English and use vocabulary and grammar at your level. 

Each book also includes some new, more difficult words. There are definitions for these words at the back of the book.

 

WHY READ GRADED READERS?


		Studies show that learners who read in English improve in all areas much faster than learners who don’t read.

		You don’t need a dictionary so reading is relaxing.

		The stories are all in modern English.

		You learn vocabulary and grammar in context (this is the best way, according to teachers).

		Reading a book in English improves your comprehension, fluency and confidence.

		Graded readers are not exercises. They are real stories you can enjoy, helping you learn English naturally
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New words

When you see an underlined word, click on it. This will take you to a definition of the word at the back of the book.
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Chapter 1

Alice Sees a Rabbit

 

It’s a beautiful day. Alice is sitting near the river with her older sister. Her sister is reading a book, but it isn’t interesting. There are no pictures or conversations in it. Alice is bored.

Then she sees a white rabbit. 

“Oh no! Oh no! I’m late!” says the Rabbit. He’s running.

Alice looks at the Rabbit. It’s wearing a coat and it’s carrying a watch.

“A rabbit with a coat and a watch?” thinks Alice. “That is strange!”

The Rabbit goes down a hole. Alice runs to the hole too and she goes down it.

Alice falls down,

down,

down.
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But she falls very slowly.

Inside the hole, there are books, pictures, tables, chairs and clocks.

“Where is the end of this hole?” says Alice. “It’s very long. Does it go to Australia?”

She falls down, down, down.

“Dinah isn’t with me,” says Alice. (Dinah is her cat.) “She will be sad.”

The next minute, Alice is at the end of the hole. She’s on the floor.

She sees the Rabbit. “I’m late!” he says again. He’s running into a big room. Alice goes into the room too but she can’t see the Rabbit now.

The room has no windows but it has lots of doors. She can’t open them.

Then she sees a glass table. On it, there is a key. Will the key open the doors? No, it doesn’t. It’s too big for some doors and too small for other doors.

She sees a small door, about forty centimetres tall. She puts the key in the door. It’s the right key!

Alice looks into the key-hole and she sees a beautiful garden. It has red, yellow and blue flowers, and big trees. She really wants to go into the garden but she can’t. The door is too small and she is too big.

She looks back at the table. Now there is a bottle on it. On the bottle, there are the words “DRINK ME” in big letters.

 “Is this for me?” Alice asks. But she is the only person there and there is no answer.

Alice drinks it. It’s very nice.

She thinks, “What will this drink do to me?” and she waits.

Then she starts getting smaller,

and smaller,

and smaller.

After a minute, she is only twenty-five centimetres tall.

“Now, I’m not too big for the door. I can go into the beautiful garden,” she says.

But no, she can’t. The door is closed and the key is on the table. She goes back to the table but she is too small now. She can’t get the key.

Alice sits down and cries.

“Why am I crying?” she thinks. “It won’t help me.” But she’s very sad and she can’t stop.

Then she sees a little glass box under the table. Inside, there is a very small cake with the words “EAT ME” on it.
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She eats some of the cake. Will it make her bigger or will it make her smaller? She waits and she feels excited.

But after a minute, she says, “I’m the same.”

The cake is nice and Alice finishes it all.
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