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TWO-YEAR LOOK-BACK

Looking back at the first two years of this Administration, with its Kremlin debt and kids in cages, travel bans and tiki torches, it’s hard not to feel like it all happened so much longer ago than it did. Of course, that could just be my terrible memory at work. I often forget things and when I am reminded of an event, it exists on a dubious time scale where something is just as likely to have happened last week as it could have in 1982. But when every passing day feels like a fortnight, and every week is a tour of duty, one could be forgiven for allowing the Roy Moores and Rocket Men to recede from consciousness into a distant past. Mueller and Stormy now seem like dusty curios, but not that long ago they were the Thing that might finally bring an end to our collective national nightmare, the bare patch on a dragon’s belly waiting for an arrow. But, nope. No such savior was forthcoming, no deliverance in the third act. I had two years’ worth of frustrated cartoons to look back upon and remind me of this fact, not that I needed it. And so I’ve continued to do as I have always done—drawing, drawing, always drawing—in the hopes that one day I might catch the moment when things turn and we can all take a breath.

As of writing this, still waiting.

—Jesse Duquette
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SECOND VERSE, WORSE THAN THE FIRST

The second year of this presidency rolled into the third with all the distinction of a fifth marriage. There were the same ad-libbed make-’em-ups (“Windmill Cancer!”) and jingoism (“Migrant Caravans!”), and the mere passing of time only seemed to embolden and exasperate the Base Whisperer’s most base impulses. Spring came and went, and along with it any hopes that a long-awaited Report would save the day. By summer, Black and Brown congresswomen were being told to “go back” where they came from (Michigan? Minnesota?) and another massacre at the hands of a white supremacist was met with a presidential shrug. But something had begun to change. Maybe it was the neutering of the Mueller Report and what many had seen as an insurance policy against the Trump presidency. Maybe it was the deterioration of already-hideous conditions at the border and children crying for parents who would not be coming home, detained and deported while at work. Or, just maybe, it was that we had already seen a couple seasons of this show and we knew it was awful. How many reruns could we endure? Because, if there’s anything more American than white supremacy and gun fetishism, it’s an increasingly narrow attention span. And everything— the aberration of Trump, included—becomes old news someday.

February 9, 2019—White House physician says Trump is in “very good health” following his physical. Or, as I call it, “Anatomy of a Berder, With Cheese.”
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February 16, 2019—Trump bravely retreats to Mar-a-Lago during the scary national emergency of desperate families crossing the border, rudely trying to make a better life for themselves and their kids.
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March 22, 2019—Secretary Pompeo says Trump was “sent by God” to save the Jews, presumably from happy marriages and successful business ventures.
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April 3, 2019—Trump claims wind turbines cause cancer. And why not? The same stable genius who brought you Nambia, eating pizza with a fork, and Eric Trump has to know what he’s talking about, right?
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April 18, 2019—Attorney General Barr applies more coverup than a flash sale at Sephora.
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May 7, 2019—Ten years of Trump tax figures show over $1 billion in business losses over a nine-year period. Guess this dad-made thousandaire is to financial success what Mitch McConnell is to a strong jawline.
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May 17, 2019—Republican lawmakers continue the push for God-drunk restrictions on a witch’s woman’s right to agency over her own body, mistresses and daughters excluded.
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May 24, 2019—Unable to stomach putting a Black American on something as tremendous as money, Trump refuses to put Harriet Tubman on the $20 bill.
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May 30, 2019—White House asks Navy to keep USS John McCain out of Trump’s sight. Because when you’re a fragile-spined shitbird, the dead rattle you like a grocery bag filled with stolen jewelry.
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June 4, 2019—Klu Kluxedo takes the “angry-at-my-clothes” look all the way to Buckingham Palace.
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June 7, 2019—Trump forbids US embassies from flying Pride flags during Pride month. But not to worry, he’s got a backup version up his Dorito-caked sleeve.
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June 23, 2019—Let these names be as synonymous with the name “Trump” as Amber Alerts are with the name Roy Moore.
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June 29, 2019—Trump meets a fellow daddy issue–addled hair magician at the DMZ (probably thinking it was TMZ, if we’re being honest).
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July 5, 2019—Let us remember the brave soldiers who fought at the Battle of LaGuardia and wrested our independence from the British between baggage claim and the men’s bathroom.
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July 10, 2019—Trump announces far-right social media summit. Think of it like a TED talk for Proud Boys who want to work out their Hillary feelings.
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July 14, 2019—Trump tells Democratic Congresswomen of color to “go back” to the countries they came from. No word yet on how the nations of Michigan, New York, Minnesota, and Massachusetts will respond.
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July 15, 2019—President Census Whitener must be real mad knowing these women will be around long after he’s gone when the only mementos of him left will be traded on the dark web like Nazi bitcoin.
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July 23, 2019—It always warms the heart when ferret-wigged turd merchants find each other.
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July 28, 2019—Chicken Littlehands shits on Baltimore because that’s the presidential thing to do.
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July 31, 2019—Newly released audio features Ronald Reagan being a total racist, as shocking as Eric Trump losing a spelling bee.
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August 6, 2019—More clockwork carnage from yet another mass shooting, this time in El Paso. And still, Mitch is as likely to do anything on gun control as he is to not win the gold in Committing Treason While Looking Like an Embarrassed Balloon.
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August 7, 2019—Trump visits traumatized El Paso like a blundering bull in a gun-scarred china shop.
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August 10, 2019—ICE goons raid several food processing plants, arresting hundreds and leaving many children suddenly orphaned. Or, as it’s commonly called, “Stephen Miller-ing.”

[image: images]

August 14, 2019

[image: images]

[image: images]

August 21, 2019
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September 6, 2019—You can wash the ink off, but you can’t wash the stink off.
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September 14, 2019—President Charm Vacuum reads the room, remembers he can’t read, and takes on the public health crisis that’s really on everyone’s mind.
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September 16, 2019—Grabby Wan Kenobi says the DOJ should “rescue” young Skyboofer from inconvenient claims of sexual assault.
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UKRAINE ALWAYS GET WHAT YOU WANT

I suppose when you’re coming off of a summer filled with sharpie hurricanes, white supremacist shoot-’em-ups, and picking racist fights with Congresswomen, you’ve got to take stock of things and reflect. And to Trump, “reflect” means calling in a favor from your favorite papier-mâché–masked TV lawyer. Going from “America’s Mayor” to “Treason’s Major” is no easy feat, but I’ve got to hand it to Rudy for making the leap so boldly and unapologetically, like a golden retriever excitedly showing you he can catch bees in his mouth.

The ensuing months must have felt like wandering into a foreign film for Donald, all these alien-sounding words, words like “Zelensky,” “Quid Pro Quo,” and “illegal.” And so rude! Two-and-a-half years of Making America Great Again, and people were still not speaking American. But these months were also not without some wins: we learned that phone calls can be “perfect,” white evangelicals (still) love a bigoted fraud, and war criminals have a lot more time to attend your holiday parties when they’ve been disinvited from everyone else’s.

Still, it must have come as a shock that sending your crime-comfortable consigliere abroad to dig up dirt like a trash-drunk possum and bribe a head of state in order to steal an election didn’t go over well. Who could have guessed? I mean, it’s not like wearing a tan suit or playing fast and loose with an email server or anything. But, whistles were blown, witnesses were called, and Matt Gaetz probably cried about something. And best of all, Donald gained a forever-gift from the whole impeachment hoax: a big scarlet asterisk next to the word “President*” in perpetuity, for all time, forever and ever.

September 20, 2019—Ever have one of those days when your meth-eyed tv lawyer job takes you overseas to do some shady shit for your criminal client, you’re running around digging dirt like a grave-robbing ghoul, and all of a sudden it’s treason time?
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October 14, 2019—Happy Columbus Day from a murderous sailor and a lecherous failure.
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October 15, 2019—The album that’s sure to hit the top of the “Music to Commit Many Crimes To” charts.
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October 20, 2019—In which President Kremlin Debt’s hangnail eyes can’t see the writing on the wheel.
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October 22, 2019—Trump calls impeachment a “lynching,” which makes sense coming from someone whose favorite strange fruit is master race orange.
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October 25, 2019—In which a treason-curious dust mummy lawyer butt dials a reporter because that’s what you do when you have all the cunning of a “Home Alone” burglar.
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October 28, 2019—Friendless Urinal Cake takes in a ball game expecting synchronized Kim Jong fealty, gets blanketed by “boos” instead.
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November 1, 2019—Ivanka compares her daddy to Thomas Jefferson. I help her out with some of the similarities.

[image: images]

November 4, 2019—The Quisling of Queens does his hometown a tremendous solid by packing up and absconding to the Sunshine State, where taxes are fiction and
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