
STITCH BY STITCH

A Beginner’s Guide to Crocheted Hats

––––––––

4 PATTERNS  •  STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS  •  ESSENTIAL STITCHES

From your very first chain...

...to a hat you’re proud to wear.



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      4 BEGINNER FRIENDLY CROCHET HAT PATTERNS

    

    
      First edition. June 30, 2026.

      Copyright © 2026 threekidsandstitches.

    

    
    
      Written by threekidsandstitches.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Before You Start

Understanding Gauge

How to Read a Pattern

The Basic Stitches

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Before You Start

[image: ]


Everything you need to gather before casting on your very first stitch.

––––––––
[image: ]


Yarn Weight Cheat Sheet

Yarn labels display a small skein symbol with a number inside. Here is what the numbers you will encounter in this booklet mean:

	Size / Name

	Best For


	#4 Worsted

	Everyday hats, scarves — the most common weight


	#5 Bulky

	Fast projects with beautiful drape


	#6 Super Bulky

	Chunky beginner hats — works up in an afternoon!



Fibre matters too! Acrylic yarn is affordable, washable, and forgiving for beginners. Cotton is cooler but less stretchy — save it for warmer climates. Wool is wonderfully warm but check the care label.

The Anatomy of a Crochet Hook

Hooks are labelled in two ways: a US letter (e.g. H, I, M/N) and a metric size in millimetres. The metric size is the one that actually matters when checking gauge.

	US Letter Size

	Metric (mm)


	H / 8

	5.00 mm


	I / 9

	5.50 mm


	J / 10

	6.00 mm


	K / 10½

	6.50 mm


	L / 11

	8.00 mm


	M/N / 13

	9.00 mm



The Unsung Heroes


•  Yarn needle — for weaving in ends and sewing seams. Not the same as a sewing needle; the blunt tip will not split your yarn.

•  Stitch markers — little plastic clips that save your sanity when working in the round. They mark the beginning of each new round so you never lose count.

•  Scissors — a small, sharp pair is all you need.



Quick Materials Reference

	Pattern

	Yarn Weight

	Hook Size


	Pattern 1 – Chunky Beanie

	#6 Super Bulky

	9.0 mm (M/N)


	Pattern 2 – Ribbed Beanie

	#5 Bulky

	6.5 mm (K)


	Pattern 3 – Classic Top-Down

	#4 Worsted

	5.5 mm (I/9)


	Pattern 4 – Granny Bucket Hat

	#4 Worsted

	5.5 mm (I/9)
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Understanding Gauge
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The secret between a hat that fits — and one that fits a basketball.
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Gauge simply means how many stitches (and rows) fit into a 4-inch square of fabric. Everyone’s hands are different: some people crochet tightly, others loosely. The hook size and yarn weight only get you in the ballpark — your personal tension does the rest.

How to Make a Gauge Swatch

	Using the recommended hook and yarn, chain 15 stitches.

	Work in the specified stitch for about 12 rows.

	Lay the swatch flat (do not stretch it). Place a ruler across the centre and count how many stitches span 4 inches.

	Count rows in the same way.


	The Golden Rule

If your swatch is too small (too many stitches per 4 inches), switch to a LARGER hook. If it’s too big (too few stitches), try a SMALLER hook.



Gauge is most critical in Patterns 3 and 4, where you work in the round. For Pattern 1 and 2 (flat rectangles), a slight difference is easy to compensate for by simply working a few more or fewer rows.
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How to Read a Pattern
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Every pattern is written in a shorthand. Here is your translation key.
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Common Abbreviations

	ch  —  Chain stitch


	sc  —  Single crochet


	hdc  —  Half double crochet


	dc  —  Double crochet


	sl st  —  Slip stitch


	yo  —  Yarn over


	st(s)  —  Stitch(es)


	inc  —  Increase (work 2 stitches into the same stitch)


	BLO  —  Back Loop Only


	MR  —  Magic Ring



Pattern Symbols Explained

The Asterisk  *...*

Content placed between two asterisks means “repeat this specific sequence.” For example:

* sc, inc * — repeat 6 times  means: work [sc, inc] six times in a row.

The Parentheses  (  )

The number in brackets at the very end of a row or round tells you exactly how many total stitches you should have when you finish that line. Use it as a quick sanity check!

Example:  Row 4: sc in each st across. (22 sts)

ch 1, turn

At the end of a flat row, “ch 1, turn” means make one chain (this creates the height to start your next row) then flip your work so you crochet back in the opposite direction.

	Remember

In the patterns in this booklet, the turning chain does NOT count as a stitch. Always start your first stitch in the very first stitch of the row, not the chain.
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