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Introduction

Welcome to this celebration of Disney classic animated movies. I grew up with these classics and have happy memories of watching them with my family and friends.

The book is split into parts, each named after an era (albeit unofficial) of Disney classic films. There are over 1000 questions in over 62 quizzes to challenge and delight you. Each quiz is based on a single Disney film, and each has 15 questions. The question vary in style and difficulty, to make them fun for the whole family. There are questions on lyrics, quotes, details, and story plot, and other elements from the films

I’ve also given you some fun trivia and enlightening information about what you may have missed in the films, including hidden Mickeys, A113 references, and Pixar balls, as well as other tidbits.

Hidden Mickeys

A hidden Mickey is a nod to the Mouse that started it all, portrayed by either items or markings in a scene making the iconic three-circle symbol of Mickey Mouse, or sometimes an actual image of the Mouse himself. I’ve listed the approximate times that they appear in the films. Note that the times are approximate and are taken from the standard-edition DVD or Blu-ray copies of the film, and may not line up if you are watching an extended version or a different format. This applies to the timing hints given for the A113 references and Pixar balls as well. Finally, hidden Mickeys can be subjective as to whether they are intentional, so I’ve listed all instances and will let you decide.

A113 References

At the art school that Walt Disney himself created, the California Institution of Arts, or CalArts as it’s commonly known, A113 was the classroom number where many of the great graphical design and computer-animation artists learnt their profession. The artists celebrate this with “A113” references hidden throughout their films. You will see some of these references as we make our way through the classics, but these references are even more common in Pixar movies.

Pixar Balls

A Pixar ball is a yellow ball with a blue stripe and a red star, originally seen in the Pixar short Luxo Jr. in 1986, which was reshown with Toy Story 2 in cinemas in 1999. Similar to the hidden Mickeys and A113 references, these balls have started to make an appearance in Disney movies. As with the A113 references, they are primarily in Pixar movies, but there are some to be found in the classics, too.


The Golden Era: 1937–1942

Starting with Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs in 1937, the Golden Era consisted of just five films and covered as many years. The noticeable thing about these films is that they are all totally different and show the diversity and creativity being tested and experimented with by the Disney company. Although only two of these features were a commercial success upon release (Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs and Dumbo), this era is seen as “golden” for the groundwork it laid in the telling of animated stories.

In just five films Disney gave birth to the feature-length princess movie, the presentation of literature restyled for children, stories through the eyes of animals, comedy, and even theatrical masterpieces. The trusty sidekick was born in Jiminy Cricket and Timothy Mouse, the wicked stepmother began with the evil queen of Snow White, and would The Fox and the Hound have been the same without Bambi?

One thing that is more prominent in the Golden Era is the use of dark scenes, and this is partly due to the time in which they were created, and what was seen as acceptable, similarly to characters seen smoking in these early films. Although some of the films have darker moments, the mood shift capable in animation showed the power of the animated film, and would be a reference for some of the great films of the future.

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs

This is the film that started it all. Originally dubbed by some as “Walt’s Folly,” all other classics have Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs to thank, because they might not have existed without its success. Snow White was not only the first Disney classic; it was the first feature-length animation film, and a pioneer in other fields.

Released at the Cathay Theatre in California on December 21, 1937, Snow White took in $8,500,000 on the initial release (briefly a record for a sound film). This was a relief for the Bank of America, as the original budget of $250,000 soared to $1,400,000 during production, and it took Walt showing the film half completed to the bank, and acting out the rest of the story to persuade the bank to lend him more funds.

The success brought on by Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs allowed the Disney company to build a new studio in Burbank, and earned Snow White her own star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.

Did You See…


	The hidden Mickeys in the soap bubbles during the washing scene (45:06 and 49:20).



Do You Know…


	The overture at the opening is a medley of key songs from the film. Which song is first?

	Complete the line from the song “I’m Wishing”: ”Make a wish into the well […].”

	Where does Snow White first see the prince?

	What does Snow White send to the prince via a dove?

	What do the bluebirds do when things go wrong?

	What animal faces are carved into the end of the stairs in the dwarfs’ cottage?

	Which dwarf struggles to get his words in the right order?

	What does Snow White offer to bake for the dwarfs that persuades them that she should stay?

	When asked by Snow White, when do the dwarfs say is the last time that they washed?

	What did the huntsman take back to the queen as proof he had killed Snow White?

	When the queen mixes the peddler’s disguise potion, each ingredient has a purpose. What is the scream of fright for?

	What is the name of the spell the queen / witch puts on the apple for Snow White?

	When Snow White and the dwarfs have a party, Dopey stands on which dwarf’s shoulders to dance with Snow White?

	When the witch arrives at the cottage, Snow White is making a pie for which dwarf?

	How many songs (excluding any reprises) are there in Snow White?



Pinocchio

This classic is based on a story written by Carlo Lorenzini (who wrote under the name Collodi) originally for a magazine in 1881, and then updated into a novel in 1883. Pinocchio is renowned for its beautiful artwork, including ground-breaking underwater effects never before seen in animation, and the feature took 750 varying types of artists over two years to create. Striving for perfection caused the film to exceed its budget of $500,000. The feature didn’t make money until its first re-release in 1945.

The cost was worth it, though, as the film introduced characters that have appeared in other features and in the Disney parks.

Did You See…


	The hidden Mickey in the chair texture as Geppetto is trying to put out Pinocchio’s flaming finger (24:36).



Do You Know…


	In the opening scene we see the book Pinocchio on the shelf. Which other two books on the shelf went on to become Disney classics?

	What wood is Pinocchio made from?

	What three things does Pinocchio have to prove to the Blue Fairy that he is to become a real boy?

	How does Pinocchio summon Jiminy Cricket when he needs him?

	What book is Pinocchio taking to school?

	Pinocchio is famous for his nose growing when he lies, who does he tell lies to?

	What is the name of the pub where the fox meets the coachman and tells him of Pinocchio?

	What is Pinocchio given as a ticket for Pleasure Island?

	What is the name of the boy Pinocchio meets on the carriage and befriends?

	What is the name of the whale that Geppetto gets trapped inside?

	How does Pinocchio get down to the seabed in search of the whale?

	How do they manage to escape the whale?

	How many carats is the “conscience” badge given to Jiminy by the Blue Fairy?

	What is the name of Honest John’s partner?

	How many times does the blue fairy appear?



Fantasia

Fantasia, originally named “The Concert Feature” combines the arts of orchestral music and animation.

In 1938 Walt ran into composer Leopold Stokowski at Chasen’s restaurant, and sold him on conducting “The Sorcerer’s Apprentice” for Fantasia free of charge. As the project grew, Stokowski came aboard for the entire film.

RCA created “Fanta-sound” just for Fantasia, making it the first feature film to be shown in stereophonic sound. Theatres had to fit extra speakers to show the film, which led to originally only 14 theatres able to screen it, due to expense.

Despite Walt’s ambition, Fantasia failed to recoup its budget during its first release.

Did You See…


	During “Toccata and Fugue,” there are multiple hidden Mickeys that float across the screen (09:18).

	During the mushroom section of “The Nutcracker Suite,” the hidden Mickey in dew on the back left mushroom (17:04).

	The hidden Mickeys in the bubbles in “The Sorcerer’s Apprentice” (37:04).



Do You Know…


	True or False. In the orchestra, there are two harps, both played by women.

	The narrator explains there are the three types of music: the kind that tells a story, the kind that paints pictures, and the kind that exists for its own sake. Which kind is deemed “absolute music”?

	[“Toccata and Fugue in D Minor”] This piece of music was written by which composer?

	[“Toccata and Fugue in D Minor”] Which of the three types of music is this piece?

	[“The Nutcracker Suite”] True or False. This was one of Tchaikovsky’s favorite pieces of music.

	[“The Nutcracker Suite”] In the mushroom dance, how many mushrooms are there?

	[“The Sorcerer’s Apprentice”] How far back does the story of the sorcerer’s apprentice go?

	[“The Sorcerer’s Apprentice”] What does the sorcerer conjure out of smoke which he then transforms into a butterfly?

	[“The Rite of Spring”] What did Igor Stravinsky set out to achieve by writing this piece?

	[“The Rite of Spring”] The word dinosaur is Greek; what does it translate as?

	[“The Pastoral Symphony”] Beethoven’s symphonies are numbered. What number is the “Pastoral Symphony”?

	[“The Pastoral Symphony”] Where is the animation of this piece set?

	[“The Pastoral Symphony”] Which color of centaur and centaurette need a little assistance to meet each other?

	[“The Dance of the Hours”] How many cloaked crocodiles are in this number?

	[“Night on Bald Mountain/Ave Maria”] What happens during this piece to stop Chernabog and his followers?



Dumbo

Dumbo is Disney’s fourth classic, based on the book by Helen Aberson and Harold Pearl.

With Pinocchio and Fantasia underperforming at the box office, and the strike at the studio during production, Dumbo had to be made on a budget. With water-color backgrounds and a small cast of characters, Dumbo cost just $812,000 to make, but took in $2,500,000 at the box office.

Walt described Dumbo on his Disneyland TV show as his favorite film. The film was set to make the cover of Time magazine, but the attack on Pearl Harbor by the Japanese took the headline instead.

Dumbo is the only Disney character to have his own film, but not speak in it.

Did You See…


	The hidden Mickeys in the bubbles (44:33).



Do You Know…


	Which animal is the first to get her baby?

	What is Dumbo’s real name?

	What is the name of the circus train?

	Which famous Disney bear does the stalk share a voice actor with?

	What color is the big top?

	In a rage, what does Mrs. Jumbo do to the ringmaster?

	What is the name of Dumbo’s faithful mouse friend?

	Who does the mouse pretend to be to get the ringmaster to cast Dumbo as “the Climax”?

	How many elephants are in the tower before Dumbo attempts to get on?

	What does the sign on Mrs Jumbo’s carriage say?

	What does one clown think elephants are made of?

	Why does Dumbo drink from the bucket that he thinks is water?

	In the lyrics of “Pink Elephants,” what is “really too much for me”?

	What does Dumbo think he needs to be able to fly?

	How much were Dumbo’s ears insured for?



Bambi

The original tale of Bambi was written in 1928 by Felix Salten. Disney bought the rights and started work on the feature-length animation in 1936. Bambi was a long time in the making, with its premiere in London on August 9, 1942, and in the US a week later.

Bambi has the shortest script of any Disney film, with less than 1000 words, and a soundtrack with no songs sung by the characters.

The film stands out from most classics with its serious topic but playful characters and innocent humor. Bambi is registered in the Library of Congress National Film Registry as being culturally, historically, and aesthetically significant.

Bambi is the classic with the biggest time gap for a sequel, at 64 years!

Do You Know…


	What song is playing in the opening scene?

	How many songs are in the film?

	Who wakes the owl to tell them the news?

	How does Thumper describe Bambi’s first attempt at standing up?

	What had Thumper’s father told him just that morning about making comments?

	What distinguishing feature does Thumper have that sets him apart from his siblings?

	What is Bambi’s first word?

	Who does Bambi call “Flower”?

	Complete the lyric for “April Shower”: “Drip, drip drop, little April shower, I’m getting wet […].”

	What is Bambi’s father’s title?

	How does Thumper describe the frozen lake?

	Why does the skunk say they are hibernating?

	What does the owl describe as being “twitterpated”?

	True or False. Man sets the woods alight on purpose to drive out the animals.

	How many baby bunnies do Thumper and his partner have?
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