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			The Spanish author Carlos Ruiz Zafón was born in Barcelona in 1964. He began working in advertising at the age of 19, but left his job in 1993 to publish the young adult novel The Prince of Mist, which won the Edebé Literary Prize for Young Adult Fiction.

			He went on to write a number of books for young adults and adults alike, including The Shadow of the Wind (2001), which topped bestseller lists around the world. It was followed by The Angel’s Game (2008), The Prisoner of Heaven (2011) and The Labyrinth of Spirits (2016); together, the four books make up the Cemetery of Forgotten Books series. Ruiz Zafón currently divides his time between Barcelona and Los Angeles, where he works as a screenwriter.

		


		
			The Shadow of the Wind

			Barcelona in the aftermath of the Spanish Civil War

			
					Genre: novel

					Reference edition: Ruiz Zafón, C. (2004) The Shadow of the Wind. Trans. Graves, L. London: Phoenix. 

					1st edition: 2001

					Themes: Spanish Civil War, memory, destiny, mystery, writing, love

			

			The Shadow of the Wind was first published in Spanish in 2001, with an English translation by Lucia Graves appearing in 2004. The novel was an immediate popular and critical success around the world, and has won a number of national and international literary prizes.

			The Shadow of the Wind is set in postwar Barcelona and follows the young bookseller Daniel Sempere, who discovers a novel entitled The Shadow of the Wind by a writer called Julián Carax in the mysterious Cemetery of Forgotten Books. Daniel becomes fascinated by Carax and the mystery surrounding him, and enlists the help of his friends to investigate him and his story.

		


		
			Summary

			The true story of Julián Carax

			The story of Julián Carax, the author of the fictional novel The Shadow of the Wind, is told through a letter written by Nuria, one of his acquaintances, to Daniel. However, this is not revealed until the end of the book.

			Nuria is working for Cabestany Editores in Barcelona, which is where she meets Julián. He invites her to stay with him during a trip to Paris in 1933, and the two of them grow closer and become lovers. Nuria falls in love with Julián, but she realises that he still has feelings for Penélope Aldaya, a former lover whom he has not seen since 1919.

			When she gets back to Barcelona, Nuria learns from Julián’s childhood friend Miquel Moliner that he and Penélope are actually brother and sister, although neither of them is aware of this fact. When their biological father Ricardo Aldaya found out about their relationship, he intervened and Julián managed to avoid being forced to join the army by his father and Mr Aldaya by escaping to Paris, with Moliner’s help. He believed that Penélope would join him there shortly, but was unaware that she had fallen pregnant with his child and that she would be held prisoner by her father before dying while giving birth to a stillborn child.

			After Penélope’s death, Ricardo and his son Jorge leave for Argentina. When Ricardo is on his deathbed, Jorge promises him that he will kill Julián. After living in poverty for several years, he returns to Barcelona, where he meets a policeman and former classmate of Julián’s called Javier Fumero, who is also trying to kill him because he was in love with Penélope too. Fumero takes Jorge under his wing and kindles his hatred for Julián. He uses Jorge to lure the author to Barcelona and Julián takes the bait, returning to the city at the start of the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939). 

			Nuria and Miquel, who are now married, hear that Julián is back and go looking for him. They eventually find him just as Fumero’s henchmen are preparing to kill him. Miquel then decides to pretend to be Julián and dies in his place. When Julián comes across Penélope’s grave, he blames himself for her death and is consumed by rage that he is still alive but she has had to die. He goes to the Cabestany warehouse and begins to burn all of his books, which constitute his life’s work, and sustains severe burns himself in the process.

			After this incident, Nuria takes him in and protects him from Fumero, who is still looking for him. The author gradually recovers, and in 1945 he takes refuge in the Aldaya family’s former home. He then sets out to look for and destroy the last remaining copies of his books, including Daniel’s copy of The Shadow of the Wind, in order to eliminate every trace of his own existence.

			The Shadow of the Wind

			After Daniel Sempere’s mother died when he was very young, he was raised by his father, a bookseller. At the age of ten, by which point he can no longer remember his mother, his father takes him to the Cemetery of Forgotten Books, which is run by Isaac Montfort. Like every new visitor to the Cemetery, Daniel must adopt a book, and he chooses The Shadow of the Wind, a novel by Julián Carax, who is apparently dead. Later on, we learn that Isaac’s daughter Nuria had hidden one copy of each of Carax’s books nine years earlier.

			Daniel is captivated by the novel and finishes it the same day. He is eager to learn more about the inspiration behind the story and the life of its author, so he asks the bookseller Gustavo Barceló to help him. He then learns that he has the only copy of the book, as all the others were mysteriously burnt. He also meets and falls in love with Gustavo’s niece Clara. When he returns home, Daniel glimpses the silhouette of a man who looks like Laín Coubert, a character from the novel whose face is shrouded in darkness.

			On Daniel’s 16th birthday, this mysterious man offers to buy his copy of the book, but Daniel refuses. He is scared that the stranger will go after Clara, to whom he has given the book, so he goes to the Barcelós’ house to get it back. When he gets there, he makes an unpleasant discovery: Clara is having an affair with her music teacher. Daniel is intensely disappointed and his feelings for her immediately fade. Following this revelation, he meets and befriends a homeless man called Fermín Romero de Torres. He subsequently decides to hide the book in a safe place, and chooses the Cemetery of Forgotten Books, where Isaac gives him the address of his daughter Nuria, who was friends with Julián.

			In the autumn of 1953, Daniel’s father hires Fermín at the bookshop, while Daniel makes the most of his free time to reconnect with his childhood friend Tomás Aguilar. He is still trying to find out more about Carax, and a series of mysterious events transpire: he sees Laín Coubert again, and an old photograph of Julián and a young girl in front of the Fortuny hat shop is left in the bookshop by a stranger.

			Julian goes to the hat shop to continue his investigation. He finds out more about Julián’s childhood, including the names of two of his childhood friends, Jorge Aldaya and Miquel, and finds a love letter that Penélope Aldaya, the girl in the photograph, wrote to him. Daniel then enlists Fermín, who has an exceptional knack for detective work, to help him with his research. Later on, he goes to see Nuria, who tells him that Julián died in 1936.

			At around this time, Daniel runs into Tomás’s sister Bea. Shortly afterwards, he tells her everything he knows about Carax and takes her to the Cemetery of Forgotten Books. They share their first kiss, even though Bea is engaged to another man. Daniel is also visited by Inspector Fumero, who is looking for Fermín because of his opposition to the regime and threatens both Daniel and his business. The next day, Fumero orders the arrest and mutilation of the local watchmaker Don Federico because he is gay.

			Daniel and Fermín continue their investigation, and meet with Julián’s childhood friend Father Fernando Ramos and Penélope’s governess Jacinta, who both provide them with useful information. When they leave the asylum where Jacinta is interned, Fermín is beaten up by Fumero while Daniel looks on, powerless to intervene.

			Daniel takes Fermín to his old friend Gustavo Barceló’s house to treat his injuries, as Fermín is romantically involved with Bernarda, a maid who works there, and tells Barceló everything he knows about Carax. The bookseller promises to help them in their investigation.

			Although Mr Aguilar is furious with Bea, constantly keeps an eye on her and has threatened to break the legs of the boy she is seeing, she meets up with Daniel at an abandoned villa which used to belong to the Aldayas, where they make love for the first time. A few days later, Daniel stumbles across the graves of Penélope and her child, but Laín Coubert chases him and Bea out of the villa.

			Daniel takes Barceló’s advice and goes back to see Nuria. Although he has the feeling that she is lying to him, he still does not know that it was not Julián but Miquel who died in 1936. That evening, he finds out that Nuria has just been murdered and that Fermín is the prime suspect. However, he has been framed: the real culprit is Fumero. After Nuria’s funeral, Daniel runs into Isaac, who gives him a letter from his daughter in which she tells her and Julián’s story. Perhaps the most astonishing revelation in the letter is that Laín Coubert is actually Julián, whose face was horribly disfigured in the fire at the Cabestany warehouse.

			Daniel then rushes to see Bea, as he has not heard from her for a week, only to find out that she has disappeared and is pregnant with his child. He assumes that she must have gone to the Aldayas’ villa and immediately heads over there. His hunch proves correct, and when he arrives he finds both Bea and Julián, who is looking after her. Fumero, who has followed Daniel, bursts in and attacks Julián. Daniel is seriously injured when he tries to protect Julián, who ends up killing Fumero.

			While he is in hospital, Daniel gives his pen to Julián, its former owner, and asks him to start writing again. A few months later, Daniel and Bea get married. They have a child together, whom they name Julián and who takes over the Sempere family’s bookshop. Carax has started writing again, and dedicates his last book to them ten years later. Finally, Daniel takes his son to discover one of Barcelona’s best-kept secrets: the Cemetery of Forgotten Books.

		


		
			Character study

			Daniel Sempere

			Daniel Sempere, the novel’s protagonist and narrator, was probably born in 1935. After losing his mother at the age of four, he was brought up by his father, a bookseller specialising in rare and second-hand books. Daniel has grown up surrounded by literature, in a world full of stories and mysteries, and this gives him a desire to become a writer. He helps his father out around the bookshop, which he seems to enjoy. He discovers The Shadow of the Wind when he is ten and develops a fascination with Carax, with whom he seems to share a mysterious bond.

			As a teenager who is still figuring out who he is, Daniel sometimes doubts himself and struggles to take responsibility for his actions. For example, he feels guilty when he goes to see Nuria for the second time and she accuses him of having done Julián more harm than good by trying to rescue him from obscurity. He also feels like a coward for doing nothing when Fermín is beaten up and for leaving Bea to face her father’s wrath alone.

			However, when his father suggests that he is responsible for Nuria’s death, he is moved to action and refuses to hide his love for Bea from her father any longer, before throwing himself between Fumero and Carax. Over the course of the novel, he grows from an innocent, honest boy who relies heavily on his father to a responsible, tactful, mature adult. In 1956, he marries

			
			Julián Carax

			
			
			
			
			
			Javier Fumero

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			Fermín Romero de Torres 
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