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Discover the wisdom of the Ndebele culture in this beautifully illustrated children’s book, which explores 25 powerful proverbs. Each proverb is brought to life with a short story, helping young readers understand the lessons behind these timeless pieces of wisdom. From the importance of speaking up when faced with challenges, to the need for perseverance in achieving success, this book teaches children valuable life lessons about honesty, kindness, leadership, and the strength found in relationships. Whether addressing the dangers of false pride or the importance of maintaining composure in difficult situations, the stories encourage children to think deeply about their actions and their impact on others. This collection is not only a window into Ndebele culture but also a guide for developing empathy, resilience, and respect for those around us.
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The Northern Ndebele proverb, "Okwehlula amadoda kuyabikwa", emphasises the importance of speaking up when one faces difficulties or challenges that are beyond their ability to manage. Literally translating to, "What men fail to handle, should be reported," it highlights that it is not a sign of weakness to seek help, but rather a way of ensuring that the problem is addressed and resolved.

In a broader sense, the proverb encourages individuals not to keep their struggles hidden or endure them in silence. It reminds people that there is strength in reaching out to others for support, whether it be in personal, social, or professional matters. By voicing one's distress or difficulties, others can step in and offer solutions, guidance, or assistance, which can lead to overcoming the challenges more effectively. It also speaks to the value of community and interconnectedness, as we often rely on each other in times of need. The proverb conveys the message that seeking help is not a failure but a proactive approach to overcoming obstacles.


The Brave Little Lion and the Tall Mountain
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Once upon a time, in a sunny savanna grassland, there lived a little lion named Lwazi. Lwazi was brave and strong, and he loved to explore the wide world around him. One day, while playing near the edge of the savanna, Lwazi noticed something incredible; a tall mountain that he had never seen before. It stood high above the plains, with its peak hidden by clouds. "I wonder if I can climb it!" Lwazi thought excitedly.

He decided to set out on an adventure to conquer the mountain. As Lwazi climbed higher, the path became steeper and harder to climb. His paws slipped on the loose rocks, and the air grew thinner. Soon, Lwazi felt very tired, and the mountain seemed impossible to climb. "I can't do it," Lwazi sighed, feeling a little defeated.

Just then, a wise old giraffe named Zola came by, her long neck reaching high above the trees. She noticed Lwazi looking tired and worried. "What's the matter, little lion?" asked Zola, bending down to him. Lwazi told her about the mountain and how he felt he couldn't make it to the top alone.

Zola smiled gently. "Lwazi, sometimes when we face something too big or difficult for us, it’s okay to ask for help. Remember the old proverb, 'What men fail to handle, should be reported.' If something is too much to handle, speak up, and you’ll find help."

Lwazi thought for a moment and realized Zola was right. "Can you help me, Zola?" he asked. Zola nodded. "Of course! I know a shortcut to the top. Follow me." With Zola's help, Lwazi was able to reach the top of the mountain. The view was breathtaking, and Lwazi felt so proud of his achievement. He had learned that it wasn’t a sign of weakness to ask for help; infact, it was a smart way to overcome challenges.

From that day on, whenever Lwazi faced something difficult, he remembered to speak up and ask for help, knowing that together with his friends, he could overcome any challenge. So, the little lion learned that there is strength in seeking assistance, and sometimes, asking for help is the bravest thing of all.
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The Northern Ndebele proverb, "Inxeba lendoda alihlekwa," which literally translates to, "Another man's wound should not be laughed at," carries a powerful message of empathy and humility. It teaches that we should not mock or belittle others when they are going through difficult times, because misfortune can strike anyone at any moment, and we may find ourselves in similar situations.

This proverb reminds people that life is unpredictable, and hardships, whether personal, emotional, or physical, are a part of the human experience. Just because someone is suffering or facing challenges doesn’t mean they deserve ridicule or laughter. Instead, we should show compassion and understanding, as our circumstances can change unexpectedly, and one day, we might need the support of others when we are in similar positions.

It encourages kindness, respect, and solidarity, urging individuals to refrain from being judgmental or insensitive toward others' struggles. By practicing empathy, we contribute to a more supportive and caring community where people can rely on each other in times of need.


The Kindness of the Forest
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In a peaceful forest, there lived a young rabbit named Thandi. Thandi was very curious and loved to explore every corner of the forest. One day, while hopping along a narrow trail, she came across a group of animals gathered around an old turtle named Bhabha. Bhabha was known for being slow, but very wise.

"Why is everyone gathered here?" Thandi asked a nearby squirrel. "Look at Bhabha," said the squirrel, pointing to the turtle. "He’s stuck! His shell is caught in the thick branches, and he can't move!" Thandi couldn’t help but giggle a little. Bhabha was so slow and heavy, and now he looked even funnier stuck between the branches.

Just then, an eagle named Zuri, who had been watching from above, swooped down to join the group. "Why are you laughing, Thandi?" asked Zuri gently. Thandi blinked in surprise. "I was just... it’s funny to see Bhabha stuck like that," she said, feeling a little embarrassed.

Zuri looked at her with kind eyes. "Thandi, remember the proverb, 'Another man's wound should not be laughed at.' When someone is in trouble, we should offer help, not mock them. What if you found yourself in a situation where you needed help? How would you feel if others laughed at you instead?"

Thandi’s ears drooped. She hadn’t thought of it that way. "You’re right, Zuri," she said softly. "I shouldn’t have laughed." Bhabha, hearing the conversation, smiled kindly. "It’s okay, young one. I’ve been in situations like this before, and I know what it feels like. What matters most is how we treat each other in times of trouble."

Thandi quickly hopped over to the group and helped push the branches off Bhabha’s shell, with the help of her friends. Together, they freed him. "Thank you, Thandi," Bhabha said gratefully. "You’ve learned an important lesson today. We all have our moments of difficulty. Helping each other is how we grow stronger as friends."

From that day on, whenever Thandi saw someone struggling, she remembered not to laugh or make fun of them. Instead, she always offered her help, knowing that kindness was the best way to lift others up. So, in the heart of the forest, Thandi became known as the kindest rabbit, always there for her friends in their times of need.
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The Northern Ndebele proverb, "Okulempondo akufihlwa emgodleni," which translates to, "That which has horns cannot be hidden in a bag," conveys a deep lesson about truth and the consequences of wrongdoing. It suggests that just as an animal with horns cannot be hidden inside a bag, evil deeds or dishonest actions cannot remain concealed forever.

The proverb implies that no matter how much someone may try to hide their wrongdoings, the truth has a way of eventually coming to light. It emphasizes the idea that lies, deceit, or harmful actions have a tendency to be revealed, whether through time or circumstances, and that trying to cover them up is ultimately futile.

This proverb teaches that it is better to be honest and face the consequences of one's actions rather than attempting to hide or cover up misdeeds. It encourages integrity and honesty, suggesting that, in the end, the truth will always surface, and it’s wiser to live transparently and with respect for others. It serves as a reminder that deceit or harm may seem hidden for a while, but like a horned animal that cannot be contained in a bag, the consequences of bad actions will eventually show themselves.


The Hidden Treasure
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In a small village by the river, there was a curious young boy named Thabo. One sunny afternoon, while playing by the riverbank, he discovered something shiny half-buried in the sand. It was a beautiful, golden coin! Thabo’s eyes widened with excitement. He knew this coin must be very valuable.

As he held the coin, he heard his friend, Sipho, calling from the other side of the river. "Thabo! Where are you?" Thabo quickly hid the coin in his pocket. He didn't want anyone to know about the treasure he had found. He smiled and waved at Sipho, deciding he’d keep the coin to himself.

For the next few days, Thabo kept the coin hidden, telling no one about his secret. But soon, something strange started to happen. Every time Thabo looked at the coin, he felt a little uneasy. His friends, including Sipho, noticed he was acting strange and didn’t seem as happy as usual.

One morning, while playing near the village, Thabo accidentally dropped the coin. It rolled out of his pocket and into plain sight. His friends quickly gathered around, gasping at the shiny coin. "Where did you get this, Thabo?" Sipho asked, his eyes wide with curiosity.

Thabo felt a lump in his throat. He had been hiding the coin for so long that he wasn’t sure how to explain it. Then, he remembered the wise words his grandmother often said: "Okulempondo akufihlwa emgodleni," which meant that just like an animal with horns can’t be hidden in a bag, bad deeds or secrets can never stay hidden forever.

Thabo sighed and spoke honestly. "I found the coin by the river, but I kept it to myself because I didn’t want to share it. I thought if I
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