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After decades of research, political debate, and almost ruinous expense, the great rotational space station was finally complete. It hung in orbit like a silver halo around Earth, vast enough to be seen with the naked eye on clear nights, slowly turning to generate a constant, gentle gravity—an artificial echo of home.

The station had been designed as more than a technological monument. Within its curved arms were entire ecosystems of science: biological laboratories, medical wings, agricultural modules, and sealed habitats meant to mimic life on Earth as closely as human engineering allowed. It was humanity’s first serious attempt not just to visit space, but to live there.

Among all the projects planned aboard the station, one stood apart from the rest—quietly controversial, ethically fraught, and absolutely unavoidable if humanity ever hoped to become a truly spacefaring species.

Procreation.

Until now, every human born had been conceived and carried under Earth’s gravity. No one knew what conception, pregnancy, and birth would look like beyond the planet’s pull, even in a controlled gravitational environment. Would fertilisation occur normally? Would embryonic development follow the same fragile sequence? Would a child born in orbit be healthy—or even viable?

The questions could not be answered by simulations, animal studies, or computer models. They required human participants.

After years of debate, the governing council approved a single, tightly controlled experiment. A compatible pair of astronauts would be selected—not only for physical health and genetic suitability, but for psychological resilience and emotional compatibility. They would voluntarily conceive a child in space and remain aboard the station for the entire duration of the pregnancy, from conception to birth.

There would be no emergency return to Earth.

The risks were enormous. Medical, emotional, political. Every stage would be monitored, documented, and scrutinised by teams of scientists on the ground. Protocols were written and rewritten. Contingency plans filled entire rooms. Even the language used in official documents was carefully chosen, avoiding words like experiment and subjects, replacing them with mission and participants.

Still, everyone involved understood the truth.

This was a leap into the unknown.

And the lives of three people—two adults and one unborn child—would carry the weight of humanity’s future beyond Earth.

The new space station incorporated the most advanced radiation shielding ever engineered. Layer upon layer of composite insulation surrounded every habitat ring, designed specifically to block the high-energy particles known to damage human DNA. This requirement had not been theoretical. It had been learned the hard way, through decades of animal testing that showed even minimal radiation exposure could lead to genetic abnormalities in embryos conceived off Earth.

No compromises were made.

Only once the station met every biological safety threshold did the program move to its most delicate phase: human volunteers.

The selection process was relentless. Candidates were screened not only for physical perfection and genetic compatibility, but for psychological stability, stress tolerance, and long-term interpersonal resilience. Eventually, two names rose to the top.

Caroline Weiss and Jeffrey Han.

Both were young, brilliant, and newly graduated with doctorates in applied sciences—Caroline in molecular biology, Jeffrey in aerospace systems engineering. They had crossed paths before, attended some of the same lectures, shared labs during interdisciplinary seminars. They were not close friends, but they knew each other well enough to trust one another. More importantly, they genuinely liked each other.

That mattered.

The project demanded an intimacy that could not be faked.

Before any talk of spaceflight, the first requirement was brutally simple: Caroline had to be able to conceive—quickly and naturally. Under medical supervision, the two were instructed to sleep together during her fertile window. There was no romance scripted, no pressure to pretend this was anything other than what it was: a necessary step toward a much larger goal.

Ten days later, Caroline underwent the first test.

Positive.

Relief spread through the medical team, tempered immediately by solemn silence. The pregnancy confirmed biological viability—but it was never meant to continue. As outlined in the consent agreements Caroline and Jeffrey had signed, the embryo was terminated as soon as confirmation was obtained. It was a clinical decision, essential to the program’s timeline.

Still, the weight of it lingered.

Both of them were fully briefed on what lay ahead: the known risks, the unknown dangers, and the possibility that future pregnancies might not end so cleanly. They were reminded—more than once—that once the real mission began, there would be no turning back, no emergency return to Earth if complications arose.

After weeks of reflection, consultations, and psychological evaluations, they agreed to proceed.

Only then did the real work begin.

The training program was long, punishing, and expensive—designed not merely to turn them into astronauts, but into indispensable assets to the station itself. Survival systems, orbital mechanics, emergency medicine, maintenance protocols, isolation endurance. Every skill they mastered reduced the risk of mission failure.

And failure, in this case, would not be measured in lost data or damaged hardware.

It would be measured in lives.

*  *  *
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Caroline and Jeffrey were housed together on the training grounds long before the launch. The decision was deliberate. Living under the same roof would expose any hidden incompatibilities—habits, tempers, silences that might grow dangerous in isolation. The psychologists watched closely, measuring not only conflict, but how quickly it resolved.

To everyone’s quiet relief, none of the feared personality fractures appeared.

They learned each other’s rhythms instead. How Jeffrey needed silence in the mornings. How Caroline talked through problems aloud, thinking as she spoke. Over time, familiarity softened into comfort, and comfort into something neither of them felt the need to name.

Then the day came to leave.

Families gathered at the launch facility behind layers of glass and security. Parents held on longer than protocol allowed. Voices shook. Promises were made that everyone knew could not be fully kept. One year in orbit sounded finite on paper, but in that moment it felt immeasurably long.

Caroline hugged her mother last, pressing her face into her shoulder, breathing in the smell she had known her entire life. Jeffrey stood with his father in silence, their hands clasped tightly, words unnecessary and insufficient.

It was an emotional farewell.

Once aboard the station, the first weeks passed more smoothly than anyone had dared to hope. The routines they had trained for took hold. Work gave structure to days that might otherwise have felt unreal. Earth spun slowly beneath them, a blue constant outside the windows.

Within weeks, Caroline was pregnant.

The confirmation came quietly, inside the medical module, just the two of them present. They ran the test twice, then a third time, hands steady despite racing hearts. There was no cheering, no dramatic moment—just a shared look of disbelief, followed by a careful breath.

They were ready.

Both of them had been trained extensively to conduct medical examinations themselves. The station carried test kits, imaging systems, and a compact ultrasound unit designed specifically for their use. Every data point was logged, encrypted, and transmitted to Earth in real time.

This child would become the most closely monitored human being in history.

News channels around the world began carrying daily updates. Medical analysts debated statistics on live broadcasts. Ethical panels argued long into the night. Children were shown pointing at the sky, told that a baby was growing above their heads.

If the baby survived, it would become the first human ever born beyond Earth.
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