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Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.

Look out for linked text (which is in blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.

You can double tap images and tables to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.


Introduction

One of the many joys of owning a garden is observing and sharing your outside space with wildlife. However, it is not always a mutually happy relationship, with some uninvited visitors getting to enjoy a larger slice of the horticultural pie than you do yourself. There is nothing more frustrating than spending months nurturing a plant only to find it destroyed the moment you turn your back.

These unwanted assaults on your precious plants can come from creatures of all sizes, from daring deer to microscopic mites. To make things harder, attacks can come from all angles, with some of the pests flying overhead and others tunnelling underground. Some can scale vertical surfaces to devour your dahlias, while others will squeeze through the tiniest mesh for a munch on your marrows. Some attackers are slow and insidious and damage can go unnoticed for months, until there is enough accumulation for an infestation to show the harm done. Others are opportunists that can literally be passing through, yet within an hour or two have wreaked havoc in your garden and destroyed all of your plants.
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Thankfully, there is help at hand in the shape of this book. Here, we address 50 common problems caused by wildlife or pets in the garden. The theory is that by getting to know your enemy, you can exploit their weaknesses and thereby protect your garden. Each solution explains the life cycles, habits and ‘creature comforts’ of many of the unwanted visitors to the garden or allotment, and provides practical and simple solutions to thwart their attempts at getting to enjoy your plants or outside space at your expense. The book is divided up into five easy-to-follow chapters based on the common attributes of the pest, such as their size, ability to fly or even their tunnelling skills.
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Although many of the solutions are about protecting plants and crops from damage, other issues are addressed that aren’t specifically plant based, such as avoiding wasps when dining al fresco, protecting birdseed from squirrels and dealing with anthills on the lawn. The solutions are practical and easy, and have been categorized as either a quick fix, fairly simple, or effort required, with nothing being too tricky or complicated. Most importantly, the chosen solutions are wildlife friendly and free from cruelty. The suggestions do not require any specialist garden or DIY expertise and should be easy to implement by following the simple step-by-step guides or the beautifully illustrated diagrams.

Once you have read this book, you should have the knowledge, skills and motivation to ensure you are never again outsmarted by a squirrel, or any other unwanted garden visitor.
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HOW TO COUNTER CATS AND OTHER UNWANTED VISITORS

Numerous creatures can create havoc in your garden including badgers, cats, deer, dogs, foxes and moles. Discover how to prevent them enjoying the garden at your expense.
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1 Defend your trees from deer damage
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Deer are graceful creatures, and you should consider yourself lucky if they visit your garden. But you will need to take some action if you are to prevent them from destroying your plants.

OH DEER, WHAT IS THE DAMAGE?

Deer tend to graze on emerging shrubby shoots, quickly reducing young sapling trees and shrubs to jagged stumps. They are particularly fond of the young woody growth rich in sugary sap, which emerges in spring.

These mammals will dine on most plants – even thorny shrubs such as roses (Rosa) and blackberries (Rubus) or poisonous plants such as yew (Taxus baccata) are not safe from them. They will also happily munch through your veggies, fruit crop and herbaceous plants.


Types of deer

The deer most commonly found in the garden is the roe (Capreolus capreolus, pictured) or the smaller muntjac (Muntiacus). Occasional visitors are the timid fallow (Dama dama) and sika (Curvus nippon). The much larger red deer (Curvus elaphus) is commonly seen in Scotland and prefers the countryside to gardens.
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Put up a fence to protect from deer

Erecting a fence is the most effective way of protecting your plants from deer. Despite the initial outlay, a fence around your entire garden is money well spent, as it will save your plants from becoming munched. The fence will need to be fairly high, as deer are the tallest wildlife visitors to the garden, with some being able to jump up to 1.8m (5ft 10in).


YOU WILL NEED:

• TAPE MEASURE

• SPADE (OR AUGER)

• 2.5M (8FT) TREATED ROUND VERTICAL FENCE POSTS

• SPIRIT LEVEL

• POST RAMMER

• WIRE MESH FENCING

• HAMMER

• GALVANIZED STAPLES OR NAILS

• PEGS

Mark out with a tape measure where the fence posts will go. With a spade (or auger), create preliminary holes in these positions, then put the posts in place. Use a spirit level to check posts are level, and then firm the soil back around the base. Use a post rammer to drive the posts into the ground, leaving 2m (6½ft) above ground.

Stretch the wire mesh fencing out between the posts and use the hammer to secure galvanized staples or nails. The mesh size of the fencing ought to be 20 x 15cm (8 x 6in), although muntjac may need even smaller mesh (75mm; 3in). Avoid using barbed or horizontal wire with gaps of more than 30cm (12in) between each level, as deer can squeeze through them.

Muntjac can dig, so netting should be firmly pegged down every 40cm (16in) along the perimeter.




Observation

A successful fence should stop deer visiting your garden altogether. Whether that is a blessing or a disappointment will depend on your point of view.



PROTECT YOUR ASSETS

If you have a large garden, it may be too costly to fence the entire space. Instead, you could fence the most valuable individual tree specimens. To do this, you will need to place four posts around the tree in each corner to create a square at a height of 1.5m (4ft 11in). Use a small mesh (less than 75mm; 3in), so deer can’t push their heads through the gaps.

HEDGE YOUR BETS

Alternatively, you could plant a hedge – it can be an effective barrier if grown densely, and is tall and compact enough to stop deer pushing through. You will need to purchase large mature hedges, unless you are willing to wait for them to grow. Hedges look more pleasant than wire fencing and are better for wildlife, but individual plants will need to be positioned closely together to ensure deer don’t push through any gaps. Keep the tops of hedges regularly pruned to ensure the plants don’t get too leggy at the base.

OTHER DETERRENTS

Get a dog Deer are very wary of dogs and are unlikely to enter the garden if they suspect one may be present. Ensure your dog can’t escape from the garden to chase and attack any deer that may be around the perimeter of your garden.

Lights and sounds Deer are very timid creatures, and it is possible to install sensors that emit an ultrasonic sound if triggered, which is inaudible to humans. However, they may start to become familiar with the noise, making it eventually ineffective. The same can be said for flashing lights used as deer scarers. These can also annoy your neighbours if not positioned sensitively in the garden.

Scare with hair Some gardeners believe wrapping human hair in muslin bags or an old pair of nylon tights and leaving them at entrance points to the garden will deter deer, but these methods seem to have varying degrees of success.




Deer-resistant plants

Deer will feed on most garden plants but are less likely to touch those listed below. There are variables, such as time of year, proximity to the house and whether or not there are more tasty plants available.

Deer are less likely to dine on:

Shrubs, climbers and trees:

• Bachelor’s buttons (Kerria)

• Barberry (Berberis vulgaris)

• Bay (Laurus nobilis)

• Butterfly bush (Buddleja davidii)

• Climbing honeysuckle (Lonicera)

• Cotoneaster (Cotoneaster)

• Cypress tree (Cupressus)

• Easter tree (Forsythia)

• Lavender (Lavandula)

• Mexican orange blossom (Choisya)

• Oregon grape (Mahonia)

• Pieris (Pieris)

• Rosemary (Salvia rosmarinus)

• St John’s wort (Hypericum)

• Winter jasmine (Jasminum nudiflorum)
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Herbaceous perennials:

• Blue bugle (Ajuga)

• Catmint (Nepeta)

• Christmas rose (Helleborus)

• Common peony (Paeonia)

• Foxglove (Digitalis)

• Lady’s mantle (Alchemilla)

• Mexican fleabane (Erigeron)

• Monkshood (Aconitum)

• Red hot poker (Kniphofia)

• Spurge (Euphorbia)

Herbs, fruit and vegetables:

• Gooseberry (Ribes uva-crispa)

• Mint (Mentha)

• Oregano (Origanum vulgare)

• Rhubarb (Rheum rhabarbarum)

• Sage (Salvia officinalis)

• Thyme (Thymus vulgaris)





2 Erect an electric fence to keep badgers at bay
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Have you ever had that sinking feeling when you realize your sweetcorn crop has been devoured by badgers? The most effective way to protect your fruit and veg is to put up an electric fence.

PAWS FOR THOUGHT

These stocky mammals are mainly nocturnal, so you are most likely to find them snuffling around the garden at night. They can dig up lawns, causing much destruction as they search for earthworms and leatherjackets. When these are difficult to find, due to frosts or dry weather, badgers can eat a wide variety of foods, including your flower bulbs, fruits and vegetables! They also dig repugnant latrines – yet another reason to want them off your plot.

A SHOCK TO THE SYSTEM

Currently, an electric fence is the most effective and humane deterrent. Electric fence materials vary according to the manufacturer, so always check instructions. Some come in kit form, while others require you to buy individual items.

Avoid touching the fence once it is live and attach a sign to warn others. An electric fence voltmeter can be used to ensure it is working. Always use battery energizers, as mains ones can give a very severe but harmless jolt. Keep vegetation cut back around the base, as this can cause the fence to stop working.
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Setting up your fence

Many agricultural or hardware stores will supply kits to put up temporary electric fences. Always follow their instructions, as equipment will vary between different brands.


YOU WILL NEED:

• WOODEN SUPPORT POSTS

• ELECTRIC FENCE INSULATORS

• METAL WIRE

• ELECTRIC FENCE CHARGER

• TIMER SYSTEM (OPTIONAL)

Place wooden support posts around the area of garden you wish to protect at a spacing of about 2m (6½ft). Screw electric fence insulators into the posts starting at 10cm (4in) above ground, and then at 20cm (8in) intervals. Run a series of three parallel wires through these.

Connect the wires to the charger and then plug the charger into an appropriate power source as recommended by the manufacturer’s instructions. Fix a timer to the plug if you wish to control the time when the



[image: illustration]


ALTERNATIVE METHODS





GET A WHIFF OF THIS
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CLAN OF THE BADGERS
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TIMING IS EVERYTHING




3 Stop foxes digging up your garden
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TELL-TALE SIGNS



WHAT TO DO?











• Chafer grub cravings


• Fertilizer no-no


• Get cagey


• Scent and SOUND
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4 Keep plants out of the reach of rabbits
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REACHING NEW HEIGHTS



SHAPING YOUR GARDEN











How to create a keyhole garden
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5 Protect your plants from being nibbled
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AN APPETITE FOR DESTRUCTION
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BUILD A BARRICADE
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Build a fence to keep rabbits out
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6 Keep cats out of your back yard
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FELINE TRESPASSERS


THE BIG HOSE DOWN
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HOW TO STOP FELINE VISITORS
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7 Grow catnip to entice cats away from your plants
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EAGER EXPLORERS


A SMALL SACRIFICE
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CATNIP OR CATMINT?




PLANT PLACEMENT






8 Weave a fence to keep dogs out
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WEAVE YOUR MAGIC
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Making your fence
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9 Stop dog urine damaging your lawn
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Replenish your lawn
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HOW GREEN IS YOUR GRASS?
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Decking


Patio


Bark, chipping or gravel









• Proprietary products


• Dog’s dinner


• Spray away


• Lawn feed


• Male vs female


• Dog training







Turn your garden into a meadow
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10 Use cunning to ward off meddlesome moles
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GOING UNDERGROUND



FLYING SOLO
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SEASONAL DAMAGE








BLOCK THEM OUT



[image: illustration]










• PLANT CAPER SPURGE


• GROW YELLOW GARLIC


• BUY MOLE SCATTER GRANULES


• Erect solar vibrating poles
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