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Dedication
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I dedicate this book to the thousands of officers, men and women who served on the USS John F. Kennedy, CV-67. Their devotion and dedication to the United States of America will never be forgotten. 

It wouldn’t be right if I failed to mention the Commander In Chief for whom the USS John F. Kennedy was named for and the importance he played in his short time in office. John F. Kennedy was an amazing president who fought hard during his limited time in office to eradicate racism, organized crime, monopolies, and countless other blights to our great nation. He also helped avoid World War III because of his actions during the Cuban missile crisis.

Another aspect of this dedication is the enormous amount of suffering our nation endured in the months and even years after his murder. The shock of his assassination is very similar to our nation’s horrendous experiences after Pearl Harbor, the assassination of Abraham Lincoln and more recently, the events on September 11, 2001. As a nation we need to remember those awful times of mourning but also remember that our nation bounced back after all those setbacks.
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John F. Kennedy (National Archives)
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The USS John F. Kennedy (CV-67) wasn't just a ship; it was a floating fortress, a symbol of American power, and a home to thousands of sailors over its storied career. Commissioned in 1968, the "Big John," as it was affectionately called, quickly became a legend in the United States Navy.

The commissioning ceremony was a grand affair, attended by dignitaries, military brass, and the Kennedy family themselves. It was a proud moment as the ship's namesake, President John F. Kennedy, was honored with a vessel worthy of his legacy. With its sleek lines and powerful engines, the USS Kennedy was ready to take on the world.

The USS John F. Kennedy (CV-67) was an impressive aircraft carrier, boasting formidable physical attributes that contributed to its effectiveness as a floating airbase.

In terms of size, the USS Kennedy featured a flight deck that stretched over 1,050 feet in length, providing ample space for aircraft takeoff and landing operations. Its displacement, or weight when fully loaded, was approximately 60,000 tons, making it one of the larger carriers in the United States Navy fleet during its service.

The carrier was home to a complement of around 3,200 officers and enlisted sailors, including aviation personnel, deck crew, engineering staff, and support personnel. This large crew ensured the smooth operation of the ship's various systems and supported its mission as an aircraft carrier.

Propelled by a conventional source, including an installed power of 8 × Babcock & Wilcox boilers, 1,200 PSI 280,000 hp (210 MW). The USS Kennedy boasted impressive speed and endurance. It’s Propulsion consisted of 4 × steam turbines with 4 shafts Its power source provided ample power to propel the carrier through the water at speeds exceeding 30 knots (approximately 35 miles per hour). 

As for aircraft, the USS Kennedy could accommodate a diverse array of fixed-wing and rotary-wing aircraft, including fighter jets, reconnaissance planes, and support aircraft. Its flight deck was equipped with multiple catapults and arresting gear systems, allowing for rapid launch and recovery of aircraft during flight operations. Depending on the mission requirements, the carrier could carry up to 70 aircraft of various types, making it a versatile platform for air superiority, strike, and reconnaissance missions.

Overall, the USS John F. Kennedy was a formidable and versatile aircraft carrier, boasting impressive size, speed, and capabilities that allowed it to fulfill its role as a vital component of the United States Navy's carrier strike group.

Throughout its service, the Kennedy saw action in some of the most significant conflicts of the late 20th century. From the Cold War to the Gulf War, it was always at the forefront, projecting American power and protecting freedom around the globe. Its aircraft flew countless missions, striking fear into the hearts of enemies and providing crucial support to troops on the ground.

But it wasn't all smooth sailing for the USS Kennedy. Like any ship, it had its share of challenges and setbacks. One of the lowest points came in 1989 when an explosion rocked the ship, killing one sailor and injuring several others. It was a stark reminder of the dangers faced by those who serve at sea.

Despite the setbacks, the Kennedy continued to serve with distinction, earning numerous awards and commendations along the way. From Meritorious Unit Citations to Navy Expeditionary Medals, its crew was recognized for their bravery and dedication in the face of adversity.

In 2007, after nearly four decades of service, the USS John F. Kennedy was decommissioned in a ceremony befitting its illustrious history. It was a bittersweet moment as sailors said goodbye to their beloved ship, knowing that it would soon be retired from active duty.

But the legacy of the USS Kennedy lives on. Its stories are told in books, documentaries, and the memories of those who served aboard its decks. From the highs of victory to the lows of tragedy, it was a ship that saw it all and never faltered in its duty to the United States.

In the end, the USS John F. Kennedy was more than just a ship. It was a symbol of American strength and resolve, a testament to the bravery of those who serve in uniform, and a reminder of the sacrifices made in the name of freedom. And though it may have sailed into the sunset, its spirit will always remain, inspiring future generations to follow in its wake.
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Circa 1965. The USS John F. Kennedy under construction. Official U.S. Navy photograph. Photographer unknown.
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May 27, 1967. A crowd of 30,000 attends the launching ceremony of the USS John F. Kennedy. Official U.S. Navy photograph. Photographer unknown.
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May 27, 1967. Jacqueline Kennedy and her 9-year-old daughter, Caroline christens the USS John F. Kennedy during the launching ceremony. Official U.S. Navy photograph. Photographer unknown.
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May 27, 1967. A view of the enormous ship and crowd present for the launch ceremony of the USS John F. Kennedy. Official U.S. Navy photograph. Photographer unknown.
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May 27, 1967. The USS John F. Kennedy shortly after being launched. Official U.S. Navy photograph. Photographer unknown.
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May 27, 1967. A senior Navy officer cuts cake after the USS John F. Kennedy launch ceremony. Official U.S. Navy photograph. Photographer unknown.
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Circa 1967. The first enlisted crewman arrives for duty with the USS John F. Kennedy. Official U.S. Navy photo. Photographer unknown.
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1967. Newly assigned USS John F. Kennedy crewmen complete administrative tasks. Official U.S. Navy photo. Photographer unknown. 
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1967. USS John F. Kennedy crewmen work on the hangar deck preparing the ship for commissioning day. Official U.S. Navy photo. Photographer unknown. 
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1967. USS John F. Kennedy crewmen train in firefighting techniques. Official U.S. Navy photo. Photographer unknown.
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1967. USS John F. Kennedy crewmen stand for inspection by Captain Yates. Official U.S. Navy photo. Photographer unknown. 
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1968. The USS John F. Kennedy during sea trials in the Atlantic Ocean. Official U.S. Navy photo. Photographer unknown. 
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September 7, 1968. The official program for the USS John F. Kennedy's commissioning ceremony. Official U.S. Navy photo. Photographer unknown.
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September 7, 1968. A view of the massive flight hangar where the USS John F. Kennedy's commissioning ceremony was held. Official U.S. Navy photo. Photographer unknown. 
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September 7, 1968. Senator Robert F. Kennedy speaks during the commissioning ceremony of the USS John F. Kennedy. Official U.S. Navy photo. Photographer unknown. 
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September 7, 1968. Senator Robert Kennedy addresses the crowd during the commissioning ceremony of the USS John F. Kennedy. Official U.S. Navy video screenshot.
[image: A group of people standing at a podium

Description automatically generated]

September 7, 1968. Miss Caroline Kennedy after unveiling two plaques during the commissioning ceremony of the USS John F. Kennedy. Official U.S. Navy video screenshot.
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September 7, 1968. The USS John F. Kennedy's Marine detachment stands proudly for commissioning day. Official U.S. Navy photo. Photographer unknown.
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December 9, 1968. An F-4 Phantom II aircraft approaches for a landing aboard the attack aircraft carrier USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV 67). Photo by PH2 Cottrill.
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1969. Navigation department crewmen perform duties aboard the USS John F. Kennedy. Official U.S. Navy photo. Photographer unknown.
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1969. Medical department personnel treat a patient on the USS John F. Kennedy. Official U.S. Navy photo. Photographer unknown.
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1969. A crewman aboard the USS John F. Kennedy watches as aircraft fly overhead. Official U.S. Navy photo. Photographer unknown.
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1971. USS John F. Kennedy crewmen conduct an underway replenishment operation. Official U.S. Navy photograph. Photographer unknown. 
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1971. A Petty Officer with the training department assists crewmembers during training. Official U.S. Navy photograph. Photographer unknown. 
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1971. Red-shirted crewmen transport rockets to the flightline. 
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1971. Ordnance mates manage munitions including rockets and bombs. Photographer unknown.
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1971. A view of some of the small boats that are assigned with the USS John F. Kennedy for events and Liberty transports. Official U.S. Navy photograph. Photographer unknown. 
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1971. A group of crewmen visit the USS John F. Kennedy Navy Exchange. Official U.S. Navy photograph. Photographer unknown. 
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1973. The USS John F. Kennedy passes near the Queen Elizabeth II. Official U.S. Navy photograph. Photographer unknown. 
[image: A group of people watching a fighter jet landing

Description automatically generated]

February 27, 1975. A Fighter Squadron 14 (VF-14) F-14 Tomcat aircraft clears the flight deck after a wave-off during flight operations aboard the aircraft carrier USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV 67). Photo by An Ackerman.
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1978. Members of the USS John F. Kennedy's Operations Department. Official U.S. Navy photograph. Photographer unknown. 
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November 23, 1975. Ionian Sea. Crew members prepare to remove the Fresnel lens optical landing system from the aircraft carrier USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV 67). The system was damaged when the carrier collided with the guided missile cruiser USS BELKNAP (CG 26).
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1976. Deck department personnel. Official U.S. Navy photograph. Photographer unknown.
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1976. Weapons department personnel. Official U.S. Navy photograph. Photographer unknown. 
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1976. Aviation personnel pose with an aircraft. Official U.S. Navy photograph. Photographer unknown.  
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1977. Two members of the USS John F. Kennedy Marine Detachment pose between training
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