
		
			Essential Travel Resources

			Airbnb Experiences

			Beyond using Airbnb to book accommodations, you can book anything from cooking classes to walking tours to private concerts via their Experiences portal. This is a great way to connect with locals and learn about the culture.

			Airfordable

			Airfordable is a service that allows you to book a flight and pay for it over monthly installments leading up to your departure. Once paid off, you’ll receive your boarding pass.

			EatWith

			Download EatWith, an app that lets you enjoy dining experiences with locals and other travelers. From arepa parties in a Brooklyn apartment to a Mediterranean-style brunch in Israel, check out the options available in cities around the world.

			HappyCow

			Find vegan and vegetarian options around the world with HappyCow. The app features more than a hundred thousand coffee shops and restaurants globally with vegan and veggie-friendly options.

			Hopper

			Hopper is a useful mobile app that tracks airfare price fluctuations. Download the app and add in your destination and travel dates, and Hopper will alert you when it is the best possible time to book.

			PackPoint

			Drop the stress of packing with PackPoint, an app that checks the weather in advance for you. Input your travel destination and length of trip, and the app will automatically create a packing list for you.

			Skiplagged

			Skiplagged is another airfare search engine, which specializes in showing you “hidden city” routes to help you find a cheap airfare.

			Skyscanner

			Search for flight deals with Skyscanner’s app. If unsure of where to travel next, their “anywhere” search option brings up destinations in order of airfare costs from your location.

			Tourlina

			Tourlina is an app that allows female travelers to meet one another while on the road. Plan your tour, plug in your dates, and you’ll see a network of women travelers who have an interest in going to the same place at the same time. Users are verified by logging in via their Facebook account.

			TripIt

			Keep track of all of your travel details with TripIt, an app that helps organize your documents in one place. Track your hotel reservations, flight details, and frequent flier miles without ever leaving the app—and send them to whoever might need to know your travel plans too.

			Triposo

			Download city guides to your phone with Triposo, which aims to replace the need for traditional guidebooks. One of the best features of this app is their offline maps, which don’t require a Wi-Fi connection to use. Use Triposo to book hotels, restaurants, and tours as well.

			TripWhistle Global SOS

			TripWhistle helps to ensure your safety by logging your coordinates and calling for help at the push of a button. Using your location information to track where you are, the app shows you the emergency response numbers in the country you’re visiting and can dial them too.

			Withlocals

			Withlocals allows travelers to add in their trip dates and destinations and see a list of experiences offered by locals. The experiences range from medina tours in Marrakech to walking trips through Munich.

			Women-only Tour Operators

			Intrepid Travel

			Intrepid Travel is a tour company offering a variety of group trips. They offer a line of women-only, female-led tours to countries like Iran, Jordan, and Morocco.

			Journeys Discovering Africa

			Of the many safaris and tours they offer throughout Africa, Journeys Discovering Africa also offers women-only tours in Uganda and South Africa.

			Origin Travels

			A woman-founded tour company that specializes in women-only adventure retreats to countries like Costa Rica and Kenya.

			Purposeful Nomad

			This female-founded tour company specializes in small group tours designed exclusively for women or families. Purposeful Nomad offers trips to countries like India, Guatemala, and Mongolia with an emphasis on responsible travel.

			Women’s Adventure NZ

			This female-founded tour group offers women-only activities and multi-day trips throughout New Zealand.

			DAMESLY

			A woman-owned boutique tour company offering women-only trips with a focus on self-discovery and adventure.

			Resources for Connecting with Local Women

			Facebook groups for solo female travelers:

			
					
					Girls Gone Global

				

					
					Girls LOVE Travel

				

					
					The Solo Female Traveler Network

				

					
					Wanderful

				

					
					Women’s Travel Community

				

			

			Bumble BFF

			Get online and find new female friends on Bumble BFF, the dating website’s platonic friend-finding sister site. You could also choose to switch your profile to finding a date, but that’s totally up to you. Either way, it’s a great way to chat with someone who is local to where you’re traveling, and to potentially make a new friend.

			CouchSurfing

			CouchSurfing is a website that allows you to stay for free at a host’s home (often in their spare room or on their couch). This is a great way of getting to know friendly locals and traveling on a budget. Just do your due diligence and check the reviews before you go. If you feel uncomfortable staying with a male host, request only female hosts or couples.

			Meetup

			Check out Meetup to see a host of local events. From surf clubs to poetry performances, this is a great resource for travelers looking to connect with locals.

			Servas International

			Servas is a worldwide community of hosts and travelers with a common goal of peace, goodwill, and understanding. Register to be a host, or register as a guest and you’ll be connected to a group of like-minded travelers who will host you in their homes. The community currently has over fifteen thousand families and individuals in more than one hundred countries.

			ToursByLocals

			Getting into a busy city and just want a little help getting oriented? Hiring a tour guide for the day is a great way to do that. ToursByLocals has a host of tour guides around the world, available for half- and full-day tours.

			World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms (WWOOF)

			Volunteer to work on a farm at WWOOF—World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms—where you’ll get free room and board in exchange for labor.

			Resources for Travelers of Color

			Black & Abroad

			A travel and lifestyle company with a focus on redefining the experiences of travelers of color. Black & Abroad is an excellent resource and offers trips that can be booked via their website.

			Latinas Who Travel

			This bilingual community was created to empower Latina women to travel more. The group connects Latina travelers via events, meet-ups, and group trips.

			Muslim Travel Girl

			This website is a great online community for millennial Muslim women looking to travel the world on a budget.

			NOMADNESS Travel Tribe

			This award-winning lifestyle brand provides resources for urban millennial travelers and encompasses a Facebook community, digital series, and a 	wide array of group trips.

			Tastemakers Africa

			Tastemakers Africa is a company offering day tours, group trips, and events focused on connecting travelers of color to Africa.

			Travel Noire

			This digital media company provides products and services for millennials from the African diaspora. They offer group trips and online courses designed to empower and educate Black travelers.

			Resources For LGBTQIA+ Travelers

			Diva Destinations

			Diva Destinations is a UK-based lesbian tour operator that hosts lesbian group holidays around Europe. They offer an annual group trip to the Eressos International Women’s Festival in Greece, as well as river cruises around Europe. There are trips that cater to couples as well as trips for solo travelers, and the Diva Destinations tours are not limited to travelers from the UK.

			International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, and Intersex Association

			Both the ILGA (International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, and Intersex Association) and the IGLTA (International LGBTQIA+ Travel Association) have comprehensive resources for queer travelers on their websites. The ILGA offers a detailed overview of sexual orientation laws around the world, while the ILGTA has good trip-planning tools for LGBTQIA+ travelers.

			Olivia travel

			Olivia is the largest lesbian travel company offering all-lesbian vacations ranging from cruises and adventure trips to resorts. Olivia always buys out a whole resort or charters the entire ship to make sure the trip is a safe space for lesbian women.

			Purple Roofs

			Purple Roofs is the largest travel directory for LGBTQIA+ friendly accommodations. Purple Roofs is a great resource for lesbian-owned and lesbian-friendly hotels, B&Bs, and vacation rentals, listing over 4,800 properties around the world. TAG Approved hotels, which are hotels that are not only LGBTQIA+ friendly but also support the LGBTQIA+ community in their employment policies and services, are also recommended. There are around 2,000 TAG Approved hotels.

			R Family Vacations

			R Family Vacations was founded by Rosie O’Donnell, and what was once limited to LGBTQIA+ family cruises has now grown into other kinds of LGBTQIA+ family vacations. R Family Vacations has also launched an “adult vacation” line for kid-free getaways.

			Volunteer Resources

			Angkor Hospital for Children

			Founded in 1999 with the goal of becoming a world-class hospital for Cambodians, this hospital accepts medical volunteers trained in pediatric medicine or pediatric subspecialties.

			Animal Experience International

			A certified B Corp offering animal-related volunteer opportunities at sanctuaries, hospitals, and animal-focused research projects.

			Anjali House

			This locally run organization in Cambodia supports one hundred and twenty youths, ages five to
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