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Introduction

Like a magician's scarf, the glaciers of the last ice age grazed across the face of New York, transforming the land into a myriad of geological shapes and spectacular beauty. Over half the state is blanketed in thick, verdant forests, bejeweled with thousands of sapphire lakes, laced with ribbons of trout-laden streams, and edged in sugar sand beaches. For this edition, the journey begins in the Catskills, home to hemlock cathedrals and legendary folk tales. Travel through the Leatherstocking Country of the Mohawk Valley, the Finger Lakes, and the ancient Adirondacks, homeland of the Haudenosaunee. Further west is the grandeur of Niagara Falls, a spectacle that's lured visitors from all over the world for generations. Each chapter features facets of that region's scenic wonders, rich heritage, and cultural diversity that will appeal to folks of all ages.

Unlike solo travels, where there's a footloose freedom, family travel requires more planning and flexibility. Everyone should be included in the process. As New York is perennially renewing and re-creating itself, things change. Contact the places listed, either by phone or Web site, to get up-to-the-minute information about special events and vacation packages; to confirm hours of operation, admissions, reservations; and to ask about accommodations for special needs your family may have.

At the beginning of each chapter is a quick reference map, and each region is explored is a circular loop, but to open your options and customize your route, you'll want to get a detailed road map. The age recommendations are pretty subjective, but you know your children best. It's a plus if you can tour historical sites relevant to their school studies, especially when festivals and special events are scheduled. Revolutionary War encampments, pioneer days, and powwows can transform a dry history lesson into a virtual-reality time travel trip worthy of Jules Verne and H. G. Wells.

Each chapter has a short list of suggested children's books relevant to that region. While many are fictionalized accounts of the area's history, they add depth and richness to the tapestry of traveling that a mere guidebook cannot. It's tough to top reading "Rip Van Winkle" by a Catskill campfire, or Last of the Mohicans from a path in an ancient forest.


More Family Fun in the Metro New York City Area

If you will be spending time in the Metro New York area—including the five boroughs, the Hudson River Valley region, and Long Island—be sure to pick up a copy of our sister book Fun with the Family Metro New York (GPP Travel).



As you travel through upstate New York, think of yourselves not as tourists, but rather as explorers. As Henry David Thoreau wrote, "The question is not what you look at, but what you see." By sharing the adventure of discovery with your family, you will discover much about each other as well. These are fleeting years, so get out there, have fun with your family, and collect a treasury of memories.

Rates for Attractions



	$
	up to $5



	$$
	$6 to $10



	$$$
	$11 to $20



	$$$$
	more than $20




Rates for Accommodations



	$
	up to $100



	$$
	from $ 100 to $150



	$$$
	from $151 to $200



	$$$$
	more than $200




Rates for Restaurants



	$
	most entrees under $10



	$$
	most $10 to $15



	$$$
	most $16 to $20



	$$$$
	most over $20
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  Attractions Key


  The following is a key to the icons found throughout the text.

[image: Swimming Boating/Boat Tour Historic Site Hiking/Walking Fishing Biking Amusement Park Horseback Riding Skiing/Winter Sports Park Animal Viewing Food Lodging Camping Museum Performing Arts Sports/athletics Picnicking Playground Shopping Plants/Gardens/Nature Trails Farm]




	TheCatskills
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Older than the Adirondacks, the Catskills are a delightful dichotomy. Romantically primeval and mysterious, this ancient plateau was once the hunting grounds of the Lenape, who believed the area to be the abode of the Great Spirit. Since the mid-1800s, the paintings of Thomas Cole and Frederick Church, along with the literature of Washington Irving and John Burroughs, have attracted tourists to the region, and resorts sprang up in response. Along with the wilderness and wildlife, there's a wild life of a different nature that exists today. From flume zooming at water parks to fly-fishing on the Willowemoc, there are train trips, petting zoos, putt-putt palaces, and more, all planned to please everyone in the family.

DRIVING TIPS

From the west bank of the Hudson River in Kingston, NY 28 cuts through Ulster County and the Catskill Forest Preserve and Park, a 700,000-acre reserve of public and private land. Continue through the rolling hills of Delaware County or head north near Arkville on NY 30 to intersect with NY 23A. Follow NY 23A through the heart of Greene County and the higher peaks region, all the way to the west bank of the Hudson River in Catskill. NY 30 also follows the east branch of the Delaware River south and connects with NY 17 through the center of Sullivan County and to the scenic NY 98, which winds along the Delaware River. The region is reachable from I-87 on the eastern border and by I-88 on the far western edge.

Kingston

On US 9W, on the eastern edge of the Catskills, along the Hudson River.

This quiet town was originally named “Wiltwyck” (Wild Place) by the Dutch, who founded a settlement here in 1652, making it the third-oldest city in the state. Later controlled by the British and renamed Kingston, the village was briefly the colonists' state capital during the Revolutionary War. Stop by the Kingston Urban Cultural Park Visitor Center at 308 Clinton Ave. in the historic Stockade District (845-339-0720) for a guided or self-guided walking tour of the area. Of special interest are the Old Dutch Church, the Senate House, and the Ulster County Courthouse (where Sojourner Truth won a lawsuit that rescued her son from slavery). Afterward, head down to the Rondout Visitor Center at 20 Broadway for a stroll around the revitalized river port. On summer Saturdays, the Catskill Mountain Railroad operates a new 2-mile round-trip train tour, the Kingston Shuttle, occasionally offering special “Teddy Bear Rides,” complete with milk and cookies (BYOB … Bring Your Own Bear). Seasonal events throughout the town include an art fair, the Tall Tales Festivals, holiday lighting celebrations, band concerts on the riverfront, and the ever-popular “Reenactment of the Burning of Kingston.” For more information contact (800) 331-1518, (845) 331-0080, or (845) 338-7534; www.kingston-ny.gov or www.nps.gov.
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   	Hudson River Maritime Museum (all ages)
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50 Rondout Landing; (845) 338-0071; www.hrmm.org. Open daily May through Oct, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., by chance or appointment. Museum and Lighthouse Tour, adults $, children 6 to 12 $, under 6 free.

This small museum is dedicated to preserving the maritime heritage of the Hudson River and has changing indoor exhibits, as well as several vintage vessels docked outside. Watch craftspeople restoring and rigging wooden ships next door, then hop aboard a boat to tour the biggest beacon on the Hudson, the nearby Rondout Lighthouse.

	Rondout Lighthouse Tours (all ages)
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50 Rondout Landing; (800) 378-8145 or (845) 336-8145; www.ulster.net. Public tours operate every Sat, Sun, and holiday Mondays, from Memorial Day weekend to Labor Day, at 12:15 and 2 p.m. $$$; discount if you present your ticket from the Hudson River Maritime Museum. New tours are being added to the smaller Rondout II lighthouse.

Exhibitions and period furnishings illustrate the history of the lighthouse and lives of its keepers. Enjoy the view of the area from the tower.

	Trolley Museum and Tour (all ages)
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89 East Strand, Rondout Landing; (845) 331-3399; www.tmny.org. Open weekends and holidays Memorial Day to Columbus Day, noon to 5 p.m. $.

Check out subway and rapid transit cars past and present, then ride the trolley 1.5 miles along the riverfront on original tracks to Kingston Point for a picnic.


   
   
	Forsyth Nature Center (all ages)
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467 Broadway; (845) 331-1682 ext. 117; www.forsythnaturecenter.org. Open year-round. Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day, Mon through Fri 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sat and Sun 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Oct through May, Mon through Fri 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat and Sun 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free. Some programs have fees.

The Forsyth Zoo and educational facility combined to create this new center, which has fifteen animal exhibits and five themed gardens, including demonstration pens showing honey making, composting, maple syruping, and more. Kids will enjoy the Kingston Kinderland playground, and there are picnic areas and tennis courts. Special interactive and educational programs are offered throughout the year.

	Volunteer Fireman’s Hall and Museum (ages 4 and up)
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265 Fair St.; (845) 331-0866; www.kingston-ny.gov; Open Apr through Oct, Fri 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sat 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; June through Aug, Wed through Fri 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sat 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.

Housed in an 1857 fire station, this small museum has several ornate antique fire engines, artifacts, and other interesting firefighting memorabilia.

   
   
	Slabsides (all ages)
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Burroughs Drive, West Park; (845) 473-4208; www.amnh.org. House open two days a year, so call for dates. Sanctuary is open year-round dawn to dusk. Free.

Located within the 170-acre John Burroughs Sanctuary, this was one of three homes belonging to the legendary literary naturalist, and the one where he spent his last years. A roughsided rustic cabin, hence the name, is furnished just as he left it, and it's open to visitors only twice a year. Still, you can take a peek inside the windows and pretend Mr. Burroughs will be right back, or take a hike on the very trails that inspired the Grand Old Man of Nature.

Where to Eat

Deising’s Bakery and Coffee Shop. 111 N. Front St.; (845) 338-1327; www.deisings.com. Fresh-baked goods, soups, sandwiches, and a children's menu. $

Hoffman House. 94 N. Front St.; (845) 338-2626; www.hoffmanhousetavern.com. Housed in a 1711 National Historic Landmark with fireplaces and a lovely patio, this restaurant offers a menus including steaks, seafood,homemade pasta, apple cobbler, and cheesecake. $$$

Jane’s Homemade Ice Cream and Restaurant. 305 Wall St.; (845) 338-8315; www.janesicecream.com. Fresh homemade ice cream (more than sixty flavors!), soups, sandwich hes, and daily specials. $

Where to Stay

Courtyard by Marriott, Kingston. 500 Frank Sottile Blvd.; (845) 382-2300; www.marriott.com. Babysitting, barbecue, picnic area, indoor pool. $$

Hampton Inn Kingston. 1307 Ulster Ave.; (845) 382-2600; www.kingston.hamptoninn.com. Eighty-one rooms, complimentary hot breakfast, refrigerator and microwave in every room, Internet, indoor pool, fitness center, guest laundry, flat-screen TV ($). $$$$

Holiday Inn. 503 Washington Ave.; (845) 338-0400. Two hundred and twelve rooms, indoor pool, recreation center, and restaurant. $$$$


Hudson River Rides (all ages)

North River Cruises, West Strand Park, Broadway, Kingston; (845) 679-8205; www.northrivercruises.com. $$$

Hudson River Cruises, Rondout Landing; (845) 340-4700 or (800) 843-7472; www.hudsonrivercruises.com. $$$



Woodstock, Bethel, and Phoenicia

West on NY 28.

Situated on the banks of Esopus Creek, Phoenicia is the tubing capital of the Catskills, if you are twelve or older. For those under the age limit recommended by the tube-rental shops, the rails are the way to ride. Woodstock is known for its famous 1969 music festival (although the actual concert took place in Bethel, about 70 miles away on Max Yas-gur's dairy farm) and its legendary Byrdcliffe Arts and Crafts Colony.

	Catskill Mountain Railroad (all ages)
	 


P.O. Box 46, NY 28, Shokan, about 28 miles west of the New York State Thruway exit 19; (845) 688-7400; www.catskillmtrailroad.com. Two different stations for boarding. Weekends and holidays, late May through late Sept; fall foliage trips in Oct. $$$ adults, $$ children, under 4 free.

Travel by train 12 miles round-trip between the Empire State Railway Museum in Phoenicia and Mount Pleasant, a route that takes you along the scenic banks of Esopus Creek. Special events are scheduled, and the fall foliage rides are spectacular.

	Empire State Railway Museum (all ages)
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NY 28, off High Street, Phoenicia Station 12464; (845) 688-7501; www.esrm.com. Open Sat, Sun, and holidays, Memorial Day through Columbus Day 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Donation.

Several vintage steam locomotives, a 1913 Pullman dining car, and other exhibits highlighting the history of railroading in the region are displayed in and around the restored 1899 Delaware & Ulster Railroad station. In Dec, Santa trades his sleigh for a train and rides into town with the RR String Band.

	Emerson Kaleidoscope (ages 4 and up)
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Emerson Place, 5340 NY 28, Mount Tremper; (877) 688-2828; www.emersonresort.com/theshow. Open daily 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Adults $, children under 12 free.

At 60 feet tall, this is the world's largest kaleidoscope. Step into the viewing chamber (actually the silo of an 1841 barn) and experience a magical multimedia seasonal sound and light show the ‘scopes of your childhood could only dream about.

	Woodstock Farm Animal Sanctuary (all ages)
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35 Van Wagner Rd., Willow (8 miles past Woodstock); (845) 679-5955; www.woodstockfas.org. Visiting days are weekends Apr through Oct, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Adults $$, children 12 and under $, free 3 and under.

The WFAS is a shelter providing care for neglected and abused animals. It promotes farm-animal welfare and educates the public about how animals are treated.

	Bethel Woods Center for the Arts (all ages)
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200 Hurd Rd., Bethel; (866)781-2922 information; (845) 583-2079 museum; (845) 295-2448 Harvest Festival; www.bethelwoodscenter.org. Adults $$$, children $$, under 2 free.

Reclaim the spirit of the '60s at this vast 100-million-dollar outdoor performing arts center and museum, located on 2,000 pastoral acres that once were the site of the original Woodstock Festival. The museum explores the experience of the festival, and the legacies of that era, with multimedia exhibits, programs, and educational events. Concerts are offered June through Sept at three venues: the Pavilion Stage that accommodates 15,000 folks, the 1000-seat outdoor Terrace Stage, and the original Woodstock site, with a 30,000-people permit. On Sunday, from the end of Aug through Columbus Day weekend, the annual Harvest Festival occurs, with corn and hay mazes, pony rides, a craft village, a farmers market, arts and crafts workshops, live music, festival food, a children's area, and a “Gathering of the Scarecrows."

   
   
	Lake Superior State Park (all ages)
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342 Dr. Dugan Rd., Bethel; (845) 583-7908; http://nysparks.state.ny.us/parks/87/details.aspx. Beach open Memorial Day through Labor Day; park is open year-round dawn to dusk. $.

Swim at the beach, rent a rowboat or paddleboat, go fishing or hiking, play at the playground, or have a picnic at the pavilion or a snack at the concession stand.

   
   
	Belleayre Mountain (all ages)
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181 Galli Curci Rd., off NY 28, Highmount; (845) 254-5600 or (800) 942-6904; www.belleayre.com. Ski resort open the day after Thanksgiving through Mar; lifts run 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Beach open Memorial Day through mid-June, weekends only, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; mid-June to Sept, Mon through Fri 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat, Sun, and holidays 10 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. $$$$.

In winter this resort offers forty-seven trails, glades, and parks, plus eight lifts, a vertical drop of 1,400 feet, ski lessons, and Kids Camp. Child care is available for children ages one to six. In summer, swim at the Belleayre Beach on Pine Lake Hill; rent a rowboat, kayak, or pedal boat; plan a picnic; or go fishing. Eco-Adventures are offered to families on weekends, a Junior Naturalist Program is just for kids, and breathtaking views from the Belleayre Sky Ride are a blast. Concerts are scheduled July to Sept at the Belleayre Music Festival, so check the Web site for current shows.


Tube Rentals

Town Tinker Tube. 10 Bridge St., Route 28, Phoenicia; (845) 688-5553; www.towntinker.com.

FS Tube and Raft. 4 Church St., Phoenicia; (845) 688-7633 or (866) 4FS-TUBE; www.fstuberental.com.




Panther Mountain Meteor Impact Site

About 400 million years ago, a huge meteor crashed into what is now the Catskill Mountains. At the time, the area was covered by a shallow sea, and the 6-mile crater was gradually filled in with sediment. Over eons, the layers of rock were pushed upwards, forming Panther Mountain, and the Esopus and Woodland Creeks encircled the site. To explore this scenic geologic formation, head south on CR 47, about 7 miles past Oliverea, to the NYSDEC Giant Ledge trailhead. For more information, check out the Panther Mountain Web site at www.catskillcenter.org/panther.



Where to Eat

The Bear Cafe. 295 Tinker St., Woodstock; (845) 679-5555; www.bearcafe.com. New American cuisine from steaks and salmon to half-pound cheeseburgers served streamside or fireside, with seasonal cobbler and homemade ice cream. $$$-$$$$

Garden Cafe. 6 Old Forge Rd., Woodstock; (845) 679-3600; Eclectic vegetarian cuisine serving organic, fresh, local whole foods.Everything is homemade and nothing is microwaved, and they have a children's menu. $$-$$$

Peekamoose Restaurant and Tap Room. 8373 NY 28, Big Indian; (845) 2546500; www.peekamooserestaurant.com. Gourmet New American cuisine, using seasonal local produce, with casual fare served in the tavern, a creative kids' menu, and an extensive beer and wine list. $$.

Sweet Sue's. 49 Main St., Phoenicia; (845) 688-7852. A pancake paradise with great sandwiches. $


Also in the area

Tibetan Buddhist Monastery. Karma Triyana Dharmachakra, 352 Meads Mountain Rd., Woodstock; (845) 679-5906; www.kagyu.org.



Where to Stay

Emerson Resort & Spa.5340 NY 28, Mount Tremper; (877) 688-2828; http://www.emersonresort.com.; Families stay at the log Lodge, with twenty-seven rooms and suites, including free Wi-Fi, flat-screen TVs, access to the spa, Country Store, conference center, and Phoenix Restaurant. $$$$

Full Moon Resort. Valley View Road (CR 47), Oliverea; (845) 254-5117; www.fullmoonresort.com. Located on one hundred beautiful acres, Full Moon offers rooms at the Valley View House with private bath or shared hall bath, plus seven other guesthouses and four smaller cottages, most with kitchen, living room, and bath. Full Moon is dedicated to the celebration of music, art, and nature, and has frequent concerts and festivals, as well as a spring-fed swimming pool and a rustic cafe serving breakfast, barbecue, and chocolate-dipped strawberries. $$$

Woodland Valley Campground. 1319 Woodland Valley Rd., off NY 28, Phoenicia; (845) 688-7647. Open mid-May to Columbus Day. Seventy-two tent and trailer sites, picnic area, hot showers, fishing, and hiking trails to the Panther Mountain Meteor Impact Site. $

Arkville, Delhi, East Meredith, and Roxbury

Continue west on NY 28.

Native Americans called this area Pakatakan, and at the turn of the twentieth century the town supported a successful artists' colony. Stop by the unusual Round Barn (NY 30, in nearby Halcottsville) to stock the larder at the Pakatakan Farmers Market every Saturday, May through October, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The largest town in Delaware County, Delhi is centered around historic Courthouse Square, where on Wednesday, June through September, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., you can purchase produce from local farms and orchards. Nearby Walton is the home of the Delaware County Fair, as well as the site of the annual Memorial Day Civil War reenactment of the Battle of Honey Hill. Roxbury also offers time-travel trips on four days each summer, with horse-drawn coach rides and games played by the nineteenth-century baseball team, the Roxbury Nine.

	Delaware & Ulster Railroad (all ages)
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43510 NY 28, D&U Depot, Arkville; (845) 586-3877 or (800) 225-4132; www.durr.org. Open weekends and holidays Memorial Day through Oct; Wed through Sun, July through Labor Day. Departure times vary by date (board fifteen minutes before). Adults $$, children 3 to 12 $, under 3 free. Rip Van Winkle Flyer $$$$.

Ride the DURR, nicknamed the “Up and Down” because of the hilly terrain, from Arkville to Roxbury and back again, aboard old “Doodlebug,” a vintage steam train. Special rides are scheduled throughout the season, ranging from mock railroad robberies to Twilight on the Rails, a little night music in the mountains. To experience the Golden Age of Railroading, hop aboard the Rip Van Winkle Flyer, a newly refurbished streamliner, for a two-hour-and-fifteen-minute lunch trip through the Catskills.

   
   
	Bear Spring Mountain State Park (all ages)
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512 E. Trout Brook Rd., Downsville; (607) 865-6989; www.nysparks.com. $.

Created in 1885 to protect the region's water resources, this rustic park has forty-one tent and trailer sites, a sandy beach, a picnic pavilion, showers and restrooms, horse stalls, and 24 miles of multiuse trails to explore.

	Delaware County Historical Association Museum (ages 8 and up)
	[image: image]


46549 NY 10, Delhi; (607) 746-3849; www.dcha-ny.org. Open Memorial Day through Oct 15, Tues through Sun 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Oct 16 through late May, Mon through Fri 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. $.

This museum has a complex of restored historical buildings and a gallery with changing regional exhibits. On-site is the Frisbee house (no, not that Frisbee) with rooms decorated in different period styles and a children's room with antique toys. Outside explore the Husted Hollow Schoolhouse, a tollhouse, a blacksmith shop, a gun shop, and an easy nature trail.

	Hanford Mills (all ages)
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Corner of NY 10 and CR 12, East Meredith; (607) 278-5744 or (800) 295-4992; www.hanfordmills.org. Open Tues through Sun, mid-May through mid-Oct, and on Memorial Day, Labor Day, and Columbus Day, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Adults $$, children 12 and younger free.

Experience the past at this fully restored water-powered rural industrial complex. This was nineteenth-century one-stop shopping at its best, for farmers had grain ground, builders had lumber cut, creameries had containers made, and homemakers could buy flour here. Sixteen historic structures are spread out on seventy acres, but the heart of the complex is the huge whirring and creaking waterwheel. Seasonal events such as the Independence Day celebration include sampling freshly made ice cream and competing in a fishing derby, tug-of-war, sack races, and frog-jumping contests (BYOF).

	Stone & Thistle Farm (all ages)
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1211 Kelso Rd., East Meredith; (607) 278-5800; www.stoneandthistlefarm.com. Farm store open year-round 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; farm tours Sun at 11 a.m., Memorial Day to Columbus Day, $, under 3 free; tour with brunch $$.

Tour a working sustainable organic farm and creamery, with naturally raised goat, pigs, rabbits, Scottish Highland cattle, chickens and turkeys. Watch border collies at work, or be a “Farmer for a Day” by milking goats, herding sheep, collecting eggs, or harvesting and preparing food from the kitchen gardens. Feast at their fabulous Fable Restaurant housed in an 1860 Greek Revival farmhouse.

[image: image]

   
   
	Woodchuck Lodge and Burroughs Memorial Field (all ages)
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Hardscrabble Road, Roxbury; (607) 326-7641 or (607) 326-3722; www.roxburyny.com. Free.

This was the naturalist John Burroughs's boyhood home. It was sold out of the family, then later bought back by Henry Ford and returned to Burroughs as a gift. He was buried on his eighty-fourth birthday at the foot of his favorite “Boyhood Rock,” on which he played as a child. Programs for families include farming, gardening, and nature experiences that teach folks how to “listen to the land."

   
   
	Plattekill Mountain (all ages)
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NY 30 South (Plattekill Mountain Road), Roxbury; information (607) 326-3500; snow conditions (800) NEED-2-SKI; www.plattekill.com. $$.

Family-friendly, all-season resort, with skiing, snowboarding, and snow tubing in winter. Thirty-five trails, with three lifts, and a vertical drop of 1,100 feet. Child care is available for kids six months and up. Kids under seventeen ski free with paying adult. In summer, mountain bike and hike along more than 60 miles of trails, or get a panoramic view from the Plattekill Skyride, available on weekends.

Where to Eat

The Cheese Barrel. 798 Main St., Marga-retville; (845) 586-4666. Homemade soups and sandwiches, plus gourmet coffee and cheeses. $

Delhi Diner. 95 Main St., Delhi; (607) 7462207. Delicious Delhi deli. $

Miller's Bar-B-Q. 29735 NY 10, Walton; (607) 865-4721. Great barbecued chicken. $$

Where to Stay

Andes Hotel. 110 Main St., Andes; (845) 676-4408; www.andeshotel.com. Ten rooms in a historic 1850 inn, cable TV, Wi-Fi, restaurant, tavern with six TVs, live music, and barbecues. $-$$

Buena Vista Motel. 18718 NY 28, Andes Road, Delhi; (607) 746-2135; www.buenavistamotel.com. Thirty-three rooms and studio apartments, Wi-Fi, cable TV, free breakfast, picnic area. $


Catskills Farm Fun

Widmark Honey Farms. US 44/NY 55, Gardiner; (845) 255-6400.

Arrowhead Maple Syrup Farm Tour. 5941 US 209, Kerhonkson; (845) 6267293. Open Feb through Mar.

Lyonsville Sugarhouse and Farm. 591 CR 2, Kripplebush-Krumville Road, Accord; (845) 687-2518.

Armstrong's Elk Farm. 936 Hervey Sunside Rd., Cornwallville; (518) 622-8452.




Delaware County Agritainment

Maple Shade Farm. 2066 CR 18, Delhi; (607) 746-8866; www.mapleshadefarmny.com. Open late Sept to Nov. $.

Sunflower Farm. 834 Crescent Valley Rd., Bovina; (607) 832-4418; Open Labor Day through Halloween. $.



Harmony hill Retreat. 694 McKee Hill Rd., East Meredith; (877) 278-6609; www.harmonyhillretreat.com. Sleep in a tree house, yurt, or mountain chalet on seventy acres of woods and meadows, take a Wild Plant Walk and learn about edible and medicinal plants, then spiral around a fieldstone labyrinth at this peaceful spiritual retreat. $$$$. Child care is available for kids six months and up. Kids under seventeen ski free with paying adult. $$$$

The Roxbury Motel. 2258 CR 41, Roxbury; (607) 326-7200; www.roxburymotel.com. This is a very cool place. There will be no doilies here, thank you! Decorated with wild colors and bold patterns, the themed rooms and suites are inspired by Fred Flintstone, George Jetson, Austin Powers, Bewitched, I Dream of Jeannie, and The Partridge Family. Kitchenettes and studios, equally dramatically decorated, are also available. All rooms have TVs with DVD and MP3 players, access to a DVD library of over 400 movies, Internet, refrigerators, microwaves, coffee machines, plus a coed mini-spa with a sauna, fireplace, and hot tub. Ask about special offers and packages that combine area activities with room stays. $–$$$$

Hunter and Tannersville

Originally named Greenland Mountain, Hunter today offers a wealth of activities, including skiing, cycling, picnicking, hiking, and mountain biking, along with seasonal festivals ranging from Celtic celebrations to a raucous Oktoberfest.

During the mid-1800s, the bark from the once abundant hemlock forests of the Catskills provided the necessary tannin for tanning leather, the industry that gave Tannersville its name.

	St. John the Baptist Ukrainian church and Grazhda
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NY 23A, Jewett; (518) 263-3862; www.brama.com/stjohn and www.grazhdamusicandart.org. Open daily year-round except Mon; Sun 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Tues, Wed, Thurs, and Fri noon to 4 p.m.; Sat 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m.

In the early '60s, as a tangible expression of their skill and heritage, Ukrainian folk artists and local residents conceived and constructed this incredible complex without any nails, and adorned the inside with intricate icons and folk symbols carved from sugar pine. Buffet lunch is offered on Sun, and concerts at Grazhda are scheduled on Sat.

	Hunter Mountain (all ages)
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NY 23A, Hunter, 2 miles west of Tannersville; (800) HUNTERMTN; (800) FOR-SNOW (snow conditions); www.huntermtn.com and www.ridehunter.com; fly-fishing (800) 486-8376. Ski season runs daily from the end of Nov through Apr, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.; summer sky ride weekends July through Oct, 11 a.m. to 4:40 p.m. Ask about family package rates and free ski times for kids. $$$$.

Renowned as the Snowmaking Capital of the World (they can make forty tons of snow a minute), Hunter offers fifty-eight trails and twelve lifts covering three mountains, with a vertical drop of 1,600 feet. The Snowtubing Park has nine chutes and two tube tows. Programs for children include Playcare (ages six months to six years), Explorers (skiers ages four to six), Mountainers (ages seven to twelve), snow tubing for folks over 42 inches tall, and weekend intensive workshops for kids ages four through seventeen, with lessons and equipment rentals available. In summer, Skyride to the summit of Hunter Mountain in a four-passenger chairlift, or hike and bike numerous trails lacing the area, including the difficult Devil's Path. For fish fans, half-and full-day fly-fishing excursions are offered, with lessons and rod and reel included.

	Dancing Bear Theater (all ages)
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Main Street, Hunter; (518) 263-4233. $-$$.

Musicals, revues, comedies, dramas, and children's theater workshops throughout the year.

   
   
	North-South Lakes (all ages)
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CR 18, Haines Falls (a few miles east of Tannersville); (518) 589-5058 or (518) 357-2289; campground reservations (800) 456-CAMP or www.reserveamerica.com; www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/24487.html. $$. Open May through late Oct, daily 9 a.m. to dusk. Beaches Open when lifeguard available, Memorial Day through Labor Day. Free.

Early Native Americans believed the two lakes were the eyes of a fallen giant, and the nearby escarpment was a sacred ground known as “The Great Wall of Manitou.” On a clear day you can see five states from that sacred space. Today this popular area has 219 tent and trailer campsites with hot showers; two lakes; two beaches; picnic pavilions and areas; a playground; canoe, kayak, paddleboat, and rowboat rentals; fishing (bass, bullhead, and pickerel); and some spectacular hiking trails. Organized recreational activities are offered daily from the end of June to Labor Day, and may include nature hikes, crafts, games, and live entertainment. For an easy and safe hike, head 1 mile east of Haines Falls on NY 23. Leave your car at the parking area and walk carefully along the road to the trailhead on the other side. From there it is a short, easy walk to the base of Kaaterskill Falls, which, at 260 feet, are higher than Niagara Falls.


Also in the Area

Dolan’s Lake. 7955 Main St., Hunter; (518) 263-4020.

Five State Lookout. Mohican Trail, Route 23.




Captivating Catskill Children’s Hikes

These are easy hikes for little tykes, and fun for grown-ups, too.

Huckleberry Point. CR 16, Platte Clove; (845) 256-3026. Hike 3½ miles round-trip, with very nice vistas of the Hudson River Valley and Hunter Mountain.

Boulder Rock. CR 18 to North and South Lake State Campground, Haines Falls; (518) 357-2289. This easy 1½-mile trail visits the site of the magnificent Catskill Mountain House, long since gone, but the breathtaking view remains.

Colgate Lake. CR 78, East Jewett; (inside Catskill Park Forest Preserve); (518) 357-2441. This 4-mile round-trip is a moderate hike that takes you past wilderness ponds and streams, filled with wildlife from frogs and fish to deer and salamanders.

Diamond Notch Falls. CR 6, Spruceton; (inside Catskill Forest Preserve); (518) 402-8013. An easy 3-mile round trip hike to a waterfall and a brook and back.

Dry Brook. CR 49A at Stuart’s Turn, Mapledale; (518) 473-9518. There’s nothing dry about this 4-mile round-trip trail, as it follows a riverbank where otter, raccoon, mink, coyote, and bobcat roam.

Long Pond. CR 84 to Flugertown Road, Willowemoc; (518) 473-9518. Trek this easy 2-mile round-trip trail to a pond teeming with tadpoles, water striders and whirligig beetles.

Alder Lake. CR 54, Turnwood; (845) 256-3082. A level, 2-mile loop around the lake.

Little Spring Brook. NY 206 to Little Spring Brook Road, Roscoe. This easy 3-mile hike takes you past a frog pond and a babbling brook.



   
   
	The Mountain Top Arboretum (all ages)
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CR 23C, Maude Adams Road, Tannersville; (518) 589-3903; www.mtarbor.org. $.

Open year-round, this public preserve and garden is located in the high peaks region of the Catskills and functions as both a living museum and an ongoing research project. All flora is labeled, allowing you to self-guide yourself through wildflowers and fifty species of conifers. Seasonal programs are offered and include lessons on pine tree pruning and growing local ginseng.

Where to Eat

Bear Creek Restaurant. Corner of NY 214 and NY 23A, Hunter; (518) 263-3839; www.bearcreekrestaurant.com. Fun family restaurant serving pasta, ribs, steaks, and a peanut butter and white-chocolate mousse, plus an arcade. Outside, there's a mini-golf course and a driving range, as well as horse and pony rides. $$

Last Chance Antiques and Cheese Café. 602 Main St., Tannersville; (518) 589-6424; www.lastchanceonline.com. Gourmet cafe and takeout featuring soups, sandwiches, salads, steaks, burgers, pastas, homemade pastries, chocolate fondue, 100 imported cheeses, 300 imported beers, a children's menu, and campfire s'mores toasted at your table. $$

Where to Stay

Catskill Mountain Lodge. 334 NY 32A, Palenville; (518) 678-3101 or (800) MTNLODGE; www.catskillmtlodge.com. Deluxe rooms with balconies and fireplaces, double and single rooms, cabins and rustic cottages, free wireless Internet, playground, outdoor heated pool, kiddie pool, game room, gym, and the Kindred Spirits Steak-house & Pub on the premises. $$$

Kaatskill Mountain Club. 62 Liftside Dr., Hunter; from Ethel Court Road, follow signs to the club; (800) 486-8376; www.kaatskillmtnclub.com. Rooms, suites, and condos (one has six bedrooms), year-round outdoor heated pool, two outdoor hot tubs, spa, health club, steam and sauna, video-game room, high-speed Internet, in-room movies, and food offerings from Van Winkles (a full-service restaurant), Sabatini's Pizza, Jerry's Deli, a weekend sushi bar, and the Plaza Cafe on-site. $$$

[image: image]

Prattsville

Take NY 10 to NY 23.

Zadock Pratt wanted to build the largest tannery in the world in Schoharie Kill. Having accomplished that, he set out to rebuild the entire town. Creating one of the first planned communities in the state (renamed in his honor), Pratt's people planted hundreds of trees along widened streets trimmed with slate sidewalks and constructed dozens of beautiful Greek Revival homes. Textile factories, gristmills, churches, hotels, and schools were built, along with a bank that dispensed currency with Pratt's picture on it.

	Zadock Pratt Museum (all ages)
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West end of Main Street (NY 23); (518) 299-3395; www.prattmuseum.com. Open weekends Memorial Day through Columbus Day, 1 to 5 p.m., or by appointment. $.

For all of his civic-minded projects, Zadock Pratt was quite a character. He had a penchant for practical jokes, staged elaborate battle reenactments, and challenged folks to games of skill and strength. His remarkable life is documented inside his former home, in pictures and artifacts, and outside in the symbolic bas-relief cliffside carvings known as Pratt Rock.

Windham

Continue on NY 23 into Windham.

Nicknamed the “Gem of the Catskills,” this region was settled by New England colonists in the late eighteenth century.

	Windom Mountain Resort (all ages)
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33 Clarence D. Lane Rd.; (518) 734-4300; (800) 754-9463 for lodging information; (518) 7346974 skating area; www.windhammountain.com. Open in season Mon through Fri 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., weekends and holidays 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. $$$$. Skating area open Fri 4 to 9 p.m., Sat and holidays 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sun 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. $.

More intimate than Hunter, Windham ski resort offers forty-six trails for all levels, ten lifts, and snowboard and ski lessons for ages 4 and up. The Children's Learning Center offers organized activities for nonskiers ages two to seven, private lessons for three-year-olds, group Mini-Mogul lessons (age four to seven) and Mountain Master Skier & Rider lessons (ages eight to twelve). For totally skill-less shrieking fun, however, try snow tubing at Windham's Adventure Park, as you slide flat on your back down a 650-foot snow-covered slope. Even three-year-olds can do it! There are three restaurants, a sushi bar, and a Starbucks on-site. A new addition is the 120-foot-by-60-foot ice-skating area, located at the Windham Mountain Adventure Park on South Street, where in summer you can play paintball, climb a wall, skate or bike the Skateboard Park, or bounce on a bungee trampoline.

Where to Eat

Bistro Brie & Bordeaux. 5386 NY 23 (Main Street); (518)738-4911; www.bistroandbordeaux.com. Housed in the former nineteenth-century home of the Windham Journal newspaper, this charming classic French bistro in the Catskills serves steak frites, scallops, shrimp, snails, salmon, bouillabaisse, crème brûlée, and a “les enfants” menu. $$–$$$

Chalet Fondue. 55 NY 296; (518) 734-4650; www.chaletfondue.com. German Alpine cuisine, with fireplaces, fondue, and hot apple strudel. $$

Where to Stay

Point Lookout Mountain Inn. 7604 NY 23, (518) 734-3381; www.pointlookoutinn.com. Rooms with mountain and valley views, 150 movies (many Disney classics), free Wi-Fi, game room, bocci ball, live entertainment, and in-house dining at the Victorian Rose Restaurant or outside in season at the Cliffside, both with kids' menus and on a clear day the vista of five states. $$

The Winwood Inn. NY 23, in center of Windham; (518) 734-3000; www.winwoodinn.com. Rooms, suites, and one-and two-bedroom condos next to Windham Mountain, with a movie theater, tennis court, outdoor pool, recreation center, fitness center, nature trail, and dining at the Trail's End Tavern & Grill. Children under seventeen free anytime, with adult in same room. $$$–$$$$

East Durham

Take NY 23 east to NY 145 north.

Dubbed the Irish Alps, the town of East Durham has been attracting immigrants from the Emerald Isle since the 1880s. Wear green and be seen here Memorial Day weekend for the East Durham Irish Festival, complete with bagpipes, fresh-baked soda bread, and river dancing in the streets.

	Zoom Flume (all ages)
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91 Shady Glen Rd., East Durham; (518) 239-4559 or (800) 888-3586; www.zoomflume.com. Open June through Labor Day, weekdays 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., weekends to 7 p.m. $$$-$$$$.

The largest water park in the Catskills, Zoom Flume offers a full day of family fun in the sun. Slip-slide down a 600-foot water chute as you raft the rapids on the “Wild River Ride,” plunge in total darkness down into the “Black Vortex,” float around the Lazy River, or wrestle the “Mighty Anaconda.” The Lagoon Activity Pool offers pint-size thrills, and there are easy nature trails and a playground to explore.

	Durham Center Museum (all ages)
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NY 145, 2 miles west of East Durham; (518) 239-8461. Open mid-May through Columbus Day, Thurs through Sun 1 to 4 p.m. Winter hours by appointment. $.

This volunteer-run museum in an 1825 schoolhouse began as a collection of unusual, historical, or just downright interesting objects amassed by town resident Vernon Haskins. Fossils and minerals, Native American artifacts, pioneer tools, genealogical records, military relics, sculptures, typewriters, toys, and more can be seen here.

	Irish American Heritage Museum (all ages)
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2267 NY 145, East Durham; museum (518) 634-7497; www.irishamericanheritagemuseum.org. Open Memorial Day through Labor Day, Wed through Sun noon to 4 p.m. $.

Special cultural programs and educational exhibits highlighting the history of the Irish in America are offered at this excellent museum.


Cinema under the Stars

Greene County is the home of a memorable but vanishing breed of entertainment: the drive-in movie. Catch a flick at one of the open-air retro movie arenas below for a family-style fifties flashback.

Hi-Way Drive-In. US 9W, Coxsackie; (518) 731-8672; www.hiwaydrivein.com.

Greenville Drive-In. 10700 NY 32, Greenville; (518) 966-8500; www.greenvilledrivein.com.




Horsing around Greene County

K&K Equestrian Center. CR 67, East Durham; (518) 966-5272.

Bailiwick Ranch and Catskill Equestrian Center. 118 Castle Rd., Catskill; (518) 678-5665.

Tanglewood Ranch. 438 Cornwallville Rd., Cornwallville; (518) 622-9531.

Rough Riders Ranch. CR 23C, East Jewett; (518) 589-9159.
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