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Beautiful light can really make a photograph stand out, and the late day sunset brought these mountain peaks alive with color and luminosity.


  Mountains


  You would be hard-pressed to find someone who does not appreciate the beauty of mountains. Of course, there is a wide variation of mountain terrain around the world, and here in the United States you can find the steep rugged peaks of the Rockies or the gentle rolling hills of the Ozarks. In the Eastern United States there are the Appalachians, an iconic string of mountains that run from Alabama all the way to Maine. By all accounts they are old. Very, very old. So old that many scientists believe they once stood as high as the Himalayas, but millions of years of erosion has worn them down to a much gentler and inviting elevation that allow the peaks to be accessed by much of the general population.


  The Georgia mountains are a thing of beauty, and they encompass the vast majority of the northern border of the state. While there are higher elevations that can be found in the Appalachians, Georgia still has many peaks that reach well over 4,000 feet, and literally hundreds of marked and unmarked waterfalls cascade from these higher elevations, creating a symphony of sound and a remarkable habitat for a large variety of flora and fauna. I love to spend my time here. You will find a wide range of photos from my extensive travels through one of the most beautiful regions of this state.
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  The Richard B. Russell Scenic Highway is a leaf-lovers paradise during October and November.
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The Milky Way rises high above a lone pine tree on the tallest mountain in Georgia.
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 Cows graze peacefully as the late day sun creates a stunning scene.
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Blue Hole Falls is an idyllic spot for a swim during the heat of summer.
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  A colorful rainbow punctuates the end of a passing storm near Blairsville.
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 Fog is a common occurrence in the southern Appalachians, and the sun sets the landscape alive as it rises above the distant peaks.


[image: chpt_fig_008]


Tunnels of mountain laurel and rhododendron are a common sight along the trails of the Georgia mountains.
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 Parts of the north Georgia mountains are considered a temperate rain-forest due to the abundant moisture and vibrant ecosystem. Storms can be an almost daily occurrence throughout the summer.
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 Brasstown Bald is the highest point in the state of Georgia and offers a museum, visitor’s center, and unparalleled views of the Georgia mountains.
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Pink Trillium can be found all over the mountains during the spring.
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 The leaves were just beginning to change at Dick’s Creek Falls, a beautiful location not too far from Cleveland.


 [image: chpt_fig_013]


 Freezing fog washes over the mountains of North Georgia during a cold December morning.
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Like a ribbon through the wilderness, snaking mountain roads are part of the fabric of the north Georgia mountains.
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 Life springs from almost everywhere when a source of water is nearby.
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 Colorful trees reach for the sky in a valley filled with fog. The ever-changing conditions of the Georgia mountains are a photographer’s delight.
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Panther Creek Falls is worth the moderate hike, rewarding visitors with a large and thunderous cascade of water into a perfect swimming hole.
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Five leafless trees reach for the sky on this foggy hillside in the North Georgia mountains.
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A supermoon makes its appearance over a distant mountain ridge, with cabins casting a little bit of their own light below.
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The Sautee Nacoochee Indian Mound welcomes visitors to the vibrant town of Helen.


 [image: chpt_fig_021]


 A foggy, colorful fall morning at Vogel State Park.
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The morning sun illuminates the observation tower of Brasstown Bald standing high above the surrounding valleys filled with fog.
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Two horses grace peacefully as the sun falls below the horizon in the north Georgia mountains.
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  Panther Creek cascades over rocks and boulders on its way to a massive waterfall.
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  A stream stretches to the distant horizon under a pink and colorful sunrise.
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 Two barns sit in an idyllic scene of fog, light, color, and a stunning sunset.
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  Fog-filled valleys and colorful trees fill the landscape as the sun begins to rise on a crisp fall morning.
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A leafless tree waits for spring to arrive as pastel skies fill the scene.
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A full panorama of the Milky Way complements the Brasstown Bald tower on a July evening.
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The peak of Chimney Top Mountain is just visible above a layer of clouds on a beautiful fall morning.
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 Rays of light spill down over the mountains and into the valley to create a dramatic and beautiful beginning to the day.
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 The Appalachian Trail is a special place to get lost, get found, and enjoy the peace and tranquility that only nature can provide. Winter brings its own beauty to the trail, where you might have it all to yourself.
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 The mountains of North Georgia are a popular escape for travelers throughout the southeast. Here you can find peace, relaxation, and isolation.
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A brilliant sunset lights up the sky over the North Georgia mountains.
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The Milky Way arcs high above two old barns in the Georgia mountains.
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  All roads lead to beauty if you are in the mountains of Georgia, especially if the sun is about to set.
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A peaceful stream cuts through pastureland on its way to the distant mountains.
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 Two horses graze peacefully on a distant ridge as massive clouds reflect the beautiful hues of the morning sun.
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 A cold and foggy day might not be the ideal conditions to visit waterfalls, but they showcase a certain kind of beauty even when the conditions become harsh.
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A cabin sits high atop a mountain under a storm-filled sky.
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This popular bridge at Vogel State Park sets the scene for a beautiful fall day in late October.
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 Comet NEOWISE (Near-Earth Object Wide-field Infrared Survey Explorer) can be seen over nearby Brasstown Bald during the early morning hours of June.
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 Heavy rains created a tremendous scene at High Shoals Falls in the Georgia mountains.
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 This solitary tree has an enchanting shape, which is on full display on a foggy morning near Blairsville.
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A massive thunderstorm is lit by the setting sun, creating a dramatic scene that is complemented by this simple tree.


 [image: chpt_fig_046]


 The Milky Way rises high above Helton Creek Falls in the early hours of a spring morning.
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 A rainbow punctuates the end of a passing storm during early summer in the mountains.
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 Cows slowly cross a field of vibrant green as the rising sun fills the passing clouds with color.
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Serene, tranquil, and oh so still. This swimming platform in the middle of Lake Winfield Scott is waiting for summer to return.
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Layers and layers of blue contrast wonderfully with the pink and orange hues of a mountain sunrise.
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 Two old barns sit peacefully under fog-covered Blood Mountain.
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 A field of corn sways peacefully in the morning breeze as fog fills the landscape.
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 The Appalachian Trail is alive with color during the peak of fall in north Georgia.
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 An old Baptist church is flooded with rays of light from the clouds at the end of a hot summer day.
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 Helton Creek Falls is an iconic location in the Georgia mountains, and if you have visited it before you might remember this unique rock shelf that can be found along the bottom of the fall.
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The Appalachian Trail winds up and over Blood Mountain, which is the highest point of the trail in Georgia.


[image: chpt_fig_057]


An old barn peeks out from the trees under the warm glow of late afternoon light.
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  Two simple and elegant leaves complement a small stream of water that was part of a much larger nearby waterfall.
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 Fog and colorful mountains offer dynamic light and plenty of color for visitors to the Appalachians in the fall.
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A magical morning in the Appalachians sets the scene for grazing cows, an old home, and beautiful pink clouds floating high in the sky above.
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Anna Ruby Falls is one of the more famous waterfalls in Georgia, and for good reason. It was particularly stunning after heavy rains and some cool temps that brought some color to the leaves.
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  Fog, fall colors, and an old structure come together to create a mesmerizing scene on an October morning.
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 Like something out of a fairy tale, this hidden waterfall flows peacefully under a high canopy of trees during early fall.
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Trees and a tucked away home help complement this foggy setting.
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There is plenty to see on the top of Blood Mountain, and while most visitors are there to soak in the view, there are also tucked away locations filled with lush foliage and beautiful flowers.
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Mountain laurel provides a pop of color on a chilly spring morning.
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 Rays of light stream out of a moody sky to illuminate the layers of mountains below.
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A cold, howling wind has the trees swaying violently as the last colors of fallen leaves slowly melt away.
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Pastel skies linger after the sun drops below the horizon, signaling an end to a beautiful spring day in the Appalachian Mountains.
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 Horse Trough Falls is thunderous and beautiful, especially under the canopy of fall colors. Heavy rains made it particularly impressive on this cool October morning.
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 The stark simplicity of a snow-covered landscape, a single oak tree, and a shivering photographer out to capture an image.
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Cows and barns are always a source of beauty, especially on a morning filled with fog.
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  Secret waterfalls are always a treasure to find, and this particular one is located deep in the recesses of the Chattahoochee National Forest.
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 An Appalachian Spring is filled with simple beauty and wonder, like this tiny flower that has emerged from the dark green understory of the forest.
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 Brasstown Bald observatory is shrouded in fog on this early spring morning in the Georgia mountains.
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Stately trees rise out of a swirling field of fog.
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 The interplay of fog and light creates a magical scene on a cool summer morning in the Georgia mountains.
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A wave of fog flows up and over Hogpen Gap on a beautiful and colorful morning in the highest elevations of Georgia mountains.
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 Whenever you have the chance, hop on a backroad to appreciate the simple beauty that can be found throughout the state of Georgia.
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Hints of fall color abound in the Georgia mountains, including these colorful leaves that have sunk to the bottom of a rushing creek.
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 Late at night, hikers can walk the Appalachian Trail under an immense sky filled with stars.
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  Among a sea of leafless trees, these pines stand tall in the morning fog on a cold January in North Georgia.
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Even in the middle of winter, the untouched wilderness of the Georgia mountains is a sight to behold.
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 Stunning light illuminates some plants growing in a field in the north Georgia mountains, while a lone bird circles the tree.
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An unusual perspective of an old silo that is showing the effects of time and decay


    Heartland


  For the purposes of this book, the Heartland will consist primarily of the Piedmont region that makes up the vast majority of central Georgia. This is where the mountains end and the transition towards the coast begins. It is rolling hills and a topography that creates interest, intrigue, and visual splendor. The sunsets and sunrises can be particularly stunning, as the sun is not blocked by the mountains when it flirts with the horizon at the beginning and end of every day. There are beautiful old hardwoods scattered throughout the region, including stately oak trees that can often be found sitting alone in a field somewhere. Old barns and homesteads abound, with plenty of history mixed in. The intrigue of these buildings, juxtaposed with the rich and colorful surroundings of the landscape, creates tremendous opportunities for photography.


  Most of Georgia’s population resides in the Heartland, including major cities like Atlanta, Augusta, Macon, and Columbus. Yes, you will find a lot of people in this part of the state, but rest assured there are numerous ways to get away from it all, to explore the gravel road and see where it goes, and to pull off at an old historic church to capture a beautiful photo on a quiet afternoon. The Heartland of Georgia has plenty of beauty, and while the mountains and the coast are typically thought of as the most photogenic locations
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About the Author
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  Chris Greer, also the author of Georgia Discovered: Exploring the Best of the Peach State (Globe Pequot), is an award-winning photographer, television host, and professor. He has photographed picturesque locations around the world but has a soft spot for the unique and dynamic beauty in the state of Georgia. He hosts and produces the TV show View Finders which chronicles the adventures of two photographers in search of incredible locations. His photographs have been featured in a variety of exhibits and publications, and he has taught photography courses in exotic locations such as Australia and Italy. Chris is a Professor of Instructional Technology at Georgia College and his many projects within the realm of creative multimedia led to his selection as an Apple Distinguished Educator in 2015. When he’s not traveling, teaching, or trying not to get lost in the woods, he resides in Athens with his family. See more of his work at chrisgreerphotography.com.
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