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All scripture quoted in this book is from the King James Bible (also known as the Authorized Version).  I believe that this is the only English translation which is the word of God.  I have chosen not to outline the reasons for this belief here, however some are identified on my website:

www.now-is-the-day.com/which-bible-version-should-i-use-2/ 

If the reader has further interest in this, authors such as G.A. Riplinger, Peter S. Ruckman and David W. Daniels have expounded greatly on the evidence of this translation being a work of God.  I have found that using this translation exclusively has strengthened my relationship with God.
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There are many things that could be said when talking about the power of the Bible.  It is very likely to be the best-selling book in the history of the world.  People have given their lives for translations of the Bible to be made and for copies to be possessed.  It has been, and continues to be, prohibited in some countries.  My view is that it is the most underestimated book by those who choose not to read it.  

The purpose of this writing however, relates to my personal experience of the Bible, as a Christian.  When beginning to approach the Bible, there can be many parts that appear difficult to understand.  However, by choosing to deny resistance from one’s flesh to reading it, and by asking God for understanding, a journey is embarked on by the born-again believer.  

The closeness of the resulting walk with God can be summed up by an inscription that I have seen on a gravestone: 

Oh! the sweet joy, that scripture giveth,

I know that my Redeemer liveth.

Central to my walk with God is my reading of the Bible.  I would like, in my testimony to the Bible’s working in my life, to draw attention to my simple reasons for enjoying this holy book; the word of God.  

I rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great spoil.  Psalm 119:162
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The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.  Isaiah 40:8

What reassurance it is to know that the Bible is the record God has given to us.  We have a written record that we can refer to and depend on.  The words in the Bible are everlasting.  Jesus said ...my words shall not pass away (Luke 21:33).  These aren’t the words of ‘great’, wise philosophers which can be forgotten about, or destroyed.  They are heavenly words, from God himself.

The words of the Bible are legally-binding and it is against this standard, that God passes judgment.  Jesus said: 

He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.  John 12:48

If the word of God is that important, no wonder so many things in this life work to distract us and take us away from it.  There really is a spiritual war when choosing to read or avoid the words of this book.

For me, it is a great joy that God has given us these words which we can learn and meditate upon.  They are precious and contain God’s life.  It is on the basis of God’s words that Christians can have assurance of their salvation.

John wrote: 

These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.  1 John 5:13

Although there are many places in the Bible that I do not understand, I trust that every word is there for a reason.  God does not make mistakes.  If a word in a verse seems strange, I’ve come to learn that it seems that way because I am the one who has not yet understood it.  In fact, those passages that seem unusual often contain great revelation, when God opens them to us.  This leads me onto the next reason of why I enjoy reading the Bible...  
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...[T]he testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.  Revelation 19:10

The Bible does not just refer to events that have been and gone.  It talks of things to come.  The understanding that the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, shows that God is not just concerned with the here and now.  The Bible points to what is to come, such as Jesus’ Second Coming to earth and his reign in Jerusalem for 1000 years afterwards.  It then reveals the way things will be in eternity.  I find it exciting to read what is going to happen to the world beyond the day I am living in.  I like to know what God’s plans are.  Through reading the Bible, I get revelation about them.  

There is a phenomenon in the King James Bible which has been described as ‘advanced revelation’.  This is when the Bible reveals details that could not have been known by the men God wrote it through, or translated it by, but which can be perceived today.  An example is in Psalm 42.  Verse 6 says: 

O my God, my soul is cast down within me: therefore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan...

Elsewhere in the Bible, Jordan is only referred to as the river or its plains, but not as the land of Jordan.  Today there is a land called Jordan, however this was not the case at the time of the Psalmist or of the translators.  I believe God was pointing to the future when this was mentioned.  As the Bible indicates that in the future, Jews will be in Edom, waiting for their Messiah to return (Isaiah 63:1), it is interesting that the land of Jordan today includes what used to be known as Edom.  I therefore believe this verse has a prophetic application, which indicates that Jews who are enduring to the end in Edom/Jordan, will console themselves by remembering God. 

As well as wider prophecies concerning peoples and nations, the Bible also shows me my future as a Christian.  It tells me what to be careful of in this life, where I’m going when I die, what heaven will be like and how I can gain rewards eternally by the way I live my life now.  As someone once said: “Christians’ lives are in front of them”.   

...[F]orgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 3:13-14

I find that encouraging.  No matter how many disappointments, embarrassments and failures of the past, I’m shown that through God, I have a future.  As well as the promises for the future, there is an ongoing reality of walking with God, where you can have fellowship with him now.  

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.  1 John 1:7

The Bible is such a vast guide that if you don’t like bad surprises, reading it will prepare you well for uncertain times.  That brings me onto another reason for my enjoyment of it....
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