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Section One:


In the Beginning


Genesis 1:1


“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
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Chapter One:


The Fall of Man


Finding Faith, Hope And Love In A Broken World


We live in a broken, sin-filled world that desperately needs to know Christ. Our faith, hope, and love of Christ can be a beacon shining in the darkness that guides others safely to shore. So, in the pages that follow, I hope to show us how the world around us still needs and craves these in their lives, even if they don’t know that they need them. Hence, they desperately search in all the wrong places to fill this unfulfilled need. As Christians, we have what they seek. Let’s share our confidence with them and change our communities for the better. 1 Corinthians 13:13 “Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love.” – This verse will be our roadmap. I pray this book will help you reach out to people around you with faith, hope, and love. First, in each section, we will look at examples from the perspective of the Old Testament and the New Testament to gain an understanding of the basics. Then, we will look at failures, difficulties, and successes. Next, we will look at modern-day examples. And finally, we will read a summary of faith, hope, and love. We hope to gain an understanding of why these elements are so crucial to our faith.


First, let’s look at how we got here. It took humanity a few chapters of one book of the Bible to destroy God’s handiwork. In contrast, it took another sixty-five books to show us how to repent of our sins. Let’s start at the beginning of the story to help us understand the significance of I Corinthians 13:13. “In the Beginning, God created the heavens and the earth,” Genesis 1:1. God created a perfect world in the beginning. The Bible goes on to tell us how God formed everything out of nothing. Before creation, nothing existed other than the heavenly realms. The light became the first item to appear in His masterpiece. After He established the earth and populated it with plants and animals, He decided that humans would complete the process. The final act was the creation of the first humans, Adam and Eve. God made us in His image. He created us to enjoy His love and for us to delight in Him. The perfection continued as the Garden of Eden took shape, a paradise for the people of God. He walked among His creation daily: no sin, no diseases or death, and no hatred between Creator and creation. Shame did not exist within the garden. Also, I believe we get an early glimpse of our heavenly home in the description of the Garden of Eden from Genesis.
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But soon, the tempter entered the tranquil scene and changed everything. Sin shattered God’s perfection. In Genesis chapter three, we find Satan, a fallen angel, making his home among the beauty of the garden. And, his influence caused Adam and Eve to sacrifice the grandeur of the garden for a lie. Satan promised them complete knowledge of good and evil in his offer of the forbidden fruit from the tree of life. But, instead of being satisfied with living in a world created by God, they strived to become gods themselves. Even today, the devil’s lies still pretend to offer us the opportunity to see and understand everything hidden. Just like Adam and Eve, we believe him. At that moment, as they took the first bite, life changed forever. Their eyes became open to see the evil of sin in creation. Once they knew sin, they could no longer remain in the perfect world God had created for them. Finally, God banished Adam and Eve from the garden and sealed the entryway from their return.


The fall of man from the garden removed us from the daily walks with God. But, it did more damage than just separating us from our Creator. Namely, death and disease came into the world. Also, shame entered the scene as Adam and Eve discovered their nakedness and hid from God. Sin caused us to toil hard to scrape out a living.


Things like the weather conditions, something beyond our control, now affected the fields that needed tilling. Backs bent under oppression became commonplace. Sin broke every relationship God created. Soon, the rapport between husband and wives suffered because of this original sin. Humans destroyed the natural environment to build houses, make fires, and eat. Waste and abuse of God’s creation began. The shame of our sins made us try to hide our true selves from God and each other. We started to think that no one would ever love the real us.


The first humans were born without sin. No other generation can make that claim. Now, we are born with sin in our DNA. For example, no one has to teach a toddler to sin; they are born with the ability. My eldest granddaughter understands that telling a lie will fool me long enough to get what she wants. I remember one such situation. “Bebe, Mommy said I could play on the computer today if I wanted to, so can I?” my granddaughter asked.
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“Really? Okay. Here is the laptop for you to use. You can play until your mom gets home.”


My granddaughter smiles big and bats her beautiful eyes at me before heading off to her room. That should’ve been my first clue, but instead, it was not until my daughter arrived home that I realized she deceived me as she lied to my face.


As her mom asks her about the lie, I see shame spread across her little face. She immediately tries to cover up the situation with more lies. Her parents teach her right from wrong, but sin is the first option to make sure she gets things her way. And my grandchildren are not unique in their propensity to sin.


Then, as we read further into Genesis, life did not improve for our ancestors. In chapter four of Genesis, we discover the story of Cain and Abel, children of Adam and Eve. The sin of envy caused Cain to murder his brother Abel. But, Cain worsened the situation further when God asked him about his brother. Cain responded in Genesis 4:9, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” even though he knew what happened. God banished Cain from his home and told him, “When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.” Genesis 4:12. Sin continued to destroy creation. Also, I wonder if Adam and Eve ever longed for days back in the garden. Did the weight of their decision to eat the fruit weigh on them daily? Did they blame each other for their losses?


Next, as we dig deeper into Genesis, we see that wickedness continued to spread. Chapter six introduces us to Noah and his family. Sin ran rampant, and the Lord decided He needed to start His plans over again. In Genesis 6:11, the writer tells us, “Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence.” Then, God destroyed the world with a great flood. He saved Noah and his family so life could begin again. Also, God promised to never destroy the earth again with floods. But, as Noah settled into the dried-out land, sin remained.
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Chapter One – The Fall of Man:



What part of the Garden of Eden appeals to you the most?





Do you think Satan still temps us today and if so how?





What is the biggest impact sin had on your life to date?





Can you do anything today to lessen the weight of sin in your life?





Key Verse:


1 Corinthians 13:13, “Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love.”
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Chapter Two:


A Beacon in Darkness
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Before we dig into this study, we need to come to a common understanding of the definitions of faith, hope, and love in the Christian context and why they are necessary for our lives today. Through Bible stories and real-stories, we will look at the impact each of these elements can make for us and those around us.


First of all, the fall of man occurs in the first book of the Bible. This fall causes a separation from our Heavenly Father. God uses the rest of the Bible to teach us how to reestablish a relationship with Him. The Bible tells stories of those who sin and how they changed their ways. Also, the Bible shows us how the people of God figured out their relationship with our creator. Next, we see and learn from their struggles in the Old and New Testament. God demanded a multitude of rituals to cleanse the Israelites from the sins that started in the garden. In the New Testament, Jesus’ birth and death on the cross for our sins released us from the rituals, but evil still dominated our hearts.


When we feel like all hope for the people of the world is lost due to our continued sins and failures, God assures us there is a way. “Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the light,” as told in John 14:6. Then, when we ask God to forgive us and we believe in Him, the Bible tells us we will spend eternity together in heaven. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” affirms this Christian belief in John 3:16. However, even when we accept Christ, we continue to sin because it is in our DNA. But, God’s grace forgives us repeatedly, even when we feel overwhelmed by our sins. How does God want us to live our lives if He knows we will continue to fail daily?


Finally, I found an answer that spoke to my heart in 1 Corinthians 13:13 “Three things will last forever-faith, hope, and love-and the greatest of these is love.” Yes, God wants us to confess and repent of our sins daily, in addition He wants us to focus our lives on faith, hope, and love, and everything else will fall into place. So, faith helps us develop our relationship with the Almighty God and Creator. Then, hope assures us of the better things to come as we spend eternity with our Heavenly Father. Finally, love offers us ways to share everything we have and everything we know with those around us so they can In The Begining




learn about our Savior, Christ. But, we cannot do all of these on our own, and God knew that we would need help. God will send us a helper in Acts 1:8; “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you.” Working with the Holy Spirit, we can accomplish all that Christ wants us to do.


So, what does a life with a focus on 1 Corinthians 13:13 look like for Christ’s followers? We will explore each of these characteristics throughout the remainder of this book. But first, I think it might be helpful to look at the secular and Biblical definitions of each of them.


What is Faith?


Merriam-Webster dictionary defines faith as follows: allegiance to duty or a person; Or someone who acted in good faith. The dictionary also adds, “Christian faith is a firm belief in God or the doctrines of a religion, based on spiritual apprehension rather than proof.” The best definition I found was on the Billy Graham website (BillyGraham. org). He defined it as “Faith simply means believing that something is true and then committing our lives to it. In the Bible, “faith” means believing in God, and in what Christ has done for us to make our salvation possible–and then committing ourselves to Him.” So, depending on the version of the Bible, faith gets mentioned about 250 times. Interestingly, over 95% of the mentions are in the New Testament. For this book, we will look at how faith in God and what He has done for us allows us to continue onward in the darkness of this world.


What is Hope?


Again, we look to Merriam-Webster, and they define hope as to desire with expectation of obtainment or fulfillment or to expect with confidence. For the Christian definition, I found my favorite on the Patheos website (Patheos.com). “A Christian’s definition of hope is far superior to that of the world. For example, instead of wishing or hoping for something to happen, a believer knows that their hope is solid, concrete evidence because it is grounded in the Word of God.” Hope is mentioned in the Bible about 130 times. Thus, faith and hope are closely related to a Christian view of the Finding Faith, Hope And Love In A Broken World


world. Our faith gives us hope for what is to come in the afterlife. We will also look at how our belief in Christ allows a Christian to continue living even in the most challenging circumstances.


What is Love?


Now, let’s look at love. Several types of love exist in our world, such as romantic love, platonic love, or divine love. But, the one we will define here is agape love. Merriam-Webster lumps them together for the following definition: “strong affection for another arising out of kinship or personal ties.” Next, I pulled a description from Patheos’ website (Patheos.com) “Agape love is not like a brotherly love or a love between a husband and a wife. It is the most generous love that there is. This type of love is the love that God has for His children. Also, this type of love is what was displayed on the cross by Jesus Christ.” Again, depending on the version of the Bible, love gets mentioned over 500 times. Just like the song says, “They will know we are Christians by our love.” We will look outward in this section of the book and how our sacrificial love will draw others to Christ and help to change the world.


1 Corinthians 13:13 “Three things will last forever-faith, hope, and love-and the greatest of these is love.” Let’s begin our journey to understand how to share these to help a broken world.
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Chapter Two – A Beacon in the Darkness:


How do you define faith and what are some examples of it from your life?





How do you define hope and what are some examples of it from your life?





How do you define Agape love and what are some examples of it from your life?





Which of these attributes do you struggle with most (Faith, Hope or Love)?





Key Verse:


John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life,”
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Section Two:


Faith Makes All Things Possible


John 6:35


“Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”
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Chapter Three:


Faith Gives us Courage
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Let’s begin by looking at examples of faith found in the Old Testament. Let us revisit the definition of faith, as described in the first section. Faith is a firm belief in God or the doctrines of a religion, based on spiritual apprehension rather than proof. With confidence, we believe in Jesus Christ in our hearts, even when others doubt His existence. A mind sees the evidence of Christ in our lives and the lives of those around us. Therefore, our hearts will follow our thoughts.


First, we will look at the story of David. David realizes that all creation declares the Glory of God. King David shared his thoughts on God in nature with Psalm 19:1 (NIV), “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.” David, considered as a man, after God’s heart, offers a glimpse into a life of sincere faith. Throughout the Old Testament, David stands as a giant of the gospel. He was not perfect; in fact, his many sins are also well documented. Also, David’s sins caused him to fail miserably many times, but God still had plans for his life. For now, we will look at his incredible faith in the face of overwhelming trials.


The story of David appears in 1 Samuel and 2 Samuel in the Old Testament. From an early age, David had a deep faith in God. As a youth, he delivered food to his older brothers on the battlefield. There David witnessed the giant Goliath, taunting the army of the Lord. David decided he needed to defeat the giant. The future king of Israel gathered five stones and his slingshot and walked out to meet Goliath. David’s faith in God allowed him to defeat the giant on the first throw. David gathered the additional stones, not because of a lack of confidence but so that he could use them on Goliath’s four brothers if they appeared on the battlefield. Maybe David’s youth gave him the courage to face Goliath, but the Bible tells us otherwise: 45 David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.” 46 This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or Faith Makes All Things Possible


spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.” (1 Samuel 17:45-47 NIV) David understood the victory belonged to the Lord and not to his abilities. David’s faith in God gave him the courage to step forward and win the battle over the Philistine. One of the critical verses in David’s story tells us, “The LORD does not look at the things people look at to determine their value. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart” 1 Samuel 16:7 (NIV). God looked at David’s heart, saw his faith, and then used him to accomplish His will. David’s faith shines like a beacon for us to follow as we face trials in our lives. David’s deep faith came from a heart that sought God.


To illustrate more, we will look at Elijah. He offers us another example of relying on his deep faith in the middle of severe trials. We find the historical records of Elijah in 1 and 2 Kings in the Old Testament. Ahab ruled over Israel during the time of Elijah. We hear the story of how Ahab provoked the anger of the Lord because they worshipped Baal. Ahab’s wife, Jezebel, convinced him to build an altar to Baal. In a showdown between Elijah and the prophet of Baal on Mount Carmel, Elijah’s faith allowed him to go big. He called down fire from heaven to light his altar after he doused it with water several times. Let’s look at the details of what happened in 1 Kings 18:36-38. “At the usual time for offering the evening sacrifice, Elijah, the prophet, walked up to the altar and prayed, “O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, prove today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant. Prove that I have done all this at your command.” Immediately the fire of the Lord flashed down from heaven and burned up the young bull, the wood, the stones, and the dust. It even licked up all the water in the trench!”


Elijah was bold in his faith and saw how God repeatedly provided. Then, Elijah gained his deep-seated belief from relying entirely on God for all food, all provisions, and God met him in that place of need. Also, God’s faithfulness gave Elijah the boldness to go all out in faith for God. A key verse demonstrating the bold faith in Elijah’s story is 1 King 18:37; “O Lord, answer me! Answer me, so these people will know that you, O Lord, are God and that you have brought them back to yourself.”
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Could any of us rely only on God for ALL of our provisions? Is my faith strong enough to trust












“There once was a man named Job who lived in the land of Uz. He was blameless-a man of complete integrity. He feared God and stayed away from evil.” (Job 1:1)













































True Faith Changes the Heart










“You must worship no other gods, for the LORD, whose very name is Jealous, is a God who is jealous about his relationship with you.” (Exodus 34:14)











































































Faith to Understand the Whys
















































































Faith Conquers Fear

























































• Romans 8:18, “The pain that you’ve been feeling, can’t compare to the joy that’s coming.”



• Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.



• Isaiah 66:9, “I will not cause pain without allowing something new to be born, says the Lord.”



• Psalm 62:1-2, “My soul finds rest in God alone, my salvation comes from Him, He alone is my rock and my salvation.”



• Psalm 91:4, “He will cover you with His feathers, and under His wings, you will find refuge; His faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.”



• Isaiah 43:2, “When you go through deep waters, I will be with you.”



• Proverbs 31:25, “She is clothed in strength and dignity, and she laughs without fear of the future.”



• Joshua 1:9, “Be bold. Be brave. Be courageous.”



• Isaiah 41:10, “Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up with my victorious right hand.”



• Ecclesiastes 3:1, “There is a time for everything and a reason for every activity under the heavens.”



• Philippians 4:13, “I can do everything through Christ who gives me strength.”














































“19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)






“The name of the Lord is a fortified tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.” (Proverbs 18:10)










“Because they have no regard for the deeds of the Lord and what His hands have done, He will tear them down and never build them up again.” (Psalm 28:5)
















“I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.” (Philippians 4:12)







































Hope Makes All Things Work
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