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Queen of Wands

Alice shuffled the special deck and then cut it. She drew the top card. She heard Madeline talking to a tarot client. So, the young elf turned and left the tarot reading room. She walked upstairs and into her room. She sat down at her desk and quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks.

She set the cards side by side as she looked each one. She blinked at the Queen of Wands knowing some found her quite attractive and vain. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She took her notes while listening to the music Eliot was playing in the greenhouse.

She was unaware of the time as she was lost in her studies. Then she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice blinked and set down her pen. She stood up and walked out of her room and down the stairs. She didn’t stop walking until she was inside the kitchen. The music stopped and Eliot walked in moments later. He set the table and stood by.

Madeline didn’t turn around or even turn her head. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “Queen of Wands.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is an honest and homey woman, able to cure ills of the mind. She can be a dark woman who is very secretive, but sincere and charming. She is capable of love and affection. The card can also represent virtue, devotion, foresight, and rural pleasures. It can be a feisty person full of confidence and self assurance.”

Madeline nodded. “And what of the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is jealousy and overly emotional. An unstable, fickle and mean liar. Someone who is vain and the opposition.”

Madeline nodded. “You can get another card tomorrow.”

Eliot asked, “So, what will tomorrow’s card be? A king perhaps?”

Alice laughed. “I suppose so. The kings are the only court cards left.” She grabbed drinks for everyone.

Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down together. They ate in silence because they had nothing to say. When they were done, Madeline left to give more readings to clients. Alice and Eliot cleared the table, washed the dishes and cleaned the kitchen. Then they went to the greenhouse.

He pulled up orders on the big screen and turned on some music. They got right to work crafting their specialty items. He set up boxes and printed out labels. He labeled the boxes and added his items to each order. She added her part and soon the orders were complete.

The delivery person stopped by to take the boxes. “Wow, still going. I’m impressed.”

Alice and Eliot beamed at the delivery person, who then loaded the boxes onto their vehicle and left.

They checked the remaining orders and crafted those items as well. He could see they were running low on certain plant supplies. He made notes of which ones, grabbed his tools and went to find the plants. She kept crafting the smaller orders until she was done with those.

He was preparing the plant material for their stock when clients started stopping by for their orders. Alice tended to the clients and soon they were gone. Madeline had taken a few items for her tarot clients too.

Eliot and Alice completed their stock and relaxed. They cleaned up the greenhouse and checked the time.

She said, “I suppose Madeline is still napping about now.”

He said, “Probably.”

“So, what do we do now? I’m wondering if now would be a good time for a practice reading.”

He smiled. “Before we do that, I’d like to mention that I can see your mother as the reversed Queen of Wands. She acts unstable and lies too much. She seems to be overly emotional in a bad way.”

She nodded. “That sounds like my mother. She is also vain to some extent.”

“Yikes.” He paused. “I can see you as the upright Queen of Wands.”

She raised an eyebrow.

He continued, “You are honest and can cure ills of the mind as you’ve been doing for yourself since you’ve been here. You are sincere and charming. I know you can still be secretive, but that doesn’t bother me. I know you are capable of love and affection as you have shown me once you got used to me.” He smiled. “And you are most definitely feisty.”

She laughed. “You like me feisty.”

“I do.”

Madeline laughed.

Alice turned to her aunt. “I didn’t know you were there.”

Madeline said, “I just got up. I have receives messages of what good work you two have been doing even though there’s flirting going on between you.”

Alice and Eliot laughed.

Madeline continued, “I don’t have a problem with your relationship and I don’t think the clients do either. If anything, they tend to remark how happy they are when they see you two together working. So, I’m not the only one who thinks you are a good team.”

They smiled and beamed.

Madeline said, “Eliot, I’ve always known Alice was feisty. If you didn’t like that about her, you wouldn’t still be with her now.”

Eliot and Alice laughed.

Madeline smiled. “Alice does act with confidence as she knows herself quite well. She’s not afraid to try new things, which was one of the reasons I wanted her here. It was just a matter of would she be able to leave her mother.”

Alice smiled. “I’m glad you understand that part about my mother. I was stuck and unsure of what to do. All I knew for sure was what my mother taught me wasn’t going to work for me and it was just time to stop doing things that way. When you offered me a chance at something different, I leaped.”

Madeline smiled. “I know you did. I just didn’t see that you and Eliot would become what you are to each other now. I guess I was blind to Eliot’s feelings for you. He knew about you because I had told him about you and how much I worried about you.”

Eliot nodded. “It’s true. She told me quite a bit about you. I don’t know what happened to me after that.”

Madeline nodded. “Yes, you do. When I finally realized how you felt about my niece, I never worried because I knew you well enough at that point to know you would treat her well. So, I stayed out of it and I’m still staying out of it.” She turned to leave for the kitchen where she cooked.

Eliot said, “She knows you quite well.”

Alice said, “I know. She’s known me better than my mother has. It’s actually a relief when people know me as I truly am.”

“That’s good that doesn’t scare you.”

“I would hope it wouldn’t bother me when others know the real me. I think it means I do know who I am and I don’t have a problem with who I really am.”

He smiled. “Even better.”

They embraced and danced to the music until it was time for dinner. Time was meaningless as they held on to each other. They didn’t need anything else in that moment. The neighborhood cats meowed and swayed to the music as they made their rounds around the neighborhood.

Eventually, they could hear by the noise Madeline was making, that they had to stop. They let go of each other and he turned off the music. They held hands as they walked into the kitchen. They let go of each other soon after. Eliot set the table and Alice grabbed drinks. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone.

They sat down together. They were quiet for different reasons. Madeline smiled knowing the young elves had just had a moment together. She remained quiet knowing they probably wouldn’t hear her even if she did say something.

Madeline was happy too. She could still cook and the orders were fine. They were slowly building a nest egg which would help the young elves after the elder elf was gone. Madeline relaxed and finished eating. She left the kitchen to grab some incense in the tarot reading room. Then she went to the attic to spend time with the ghosts.

Eliot and Alice finished eating. They cleared the table, washed the dishes and cleaned the kitchen. Then they took a walk around the neighborhood hand in hand. They were quiet and the cats saw them.

The young elves seemed to spread happiness wherever they walked. They were unaware of the effect they were having on themselves and others. If they had known, they would have laughed together at giving their neighborhood more happiness that was sorely needed by many.

Alice and Eliot were unaware of the trio in the attic who watched them and talked about them. The young elves were unaware of how proud the ghosts were of them. The young couple just enjoyed their walk together and seemed unaware of the setting sun. The moon shone brightly and still they walked.

Eventually, they walked back home and went in through the front door. By then, Madeline was in bed asleep dreaming away without a care in the world. Not even the daily aches and pains fazed her. She was too happy to care what was happening to her body anymore.

Alice and Eliot did a little meditation before going to their separate beds. It was good way to end the day.
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