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            WELCOME TO THE WARDENS OF TERRA, AN ELITE GROUP OF SHIFTERS DESTINED TO SAVE HUMANKIND!
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      The Hounds of God have been disbanded by the Catholic Church, leaving a terrible void in the fight to save humankind. As a result, a much older organization returns to power and takes up the reins to fight to save the Earth from the evil that stalks it.

      They are the Wardens of Terra, an elite force of Shifters each with a defining power to aid them in the never-ending battle against the forces of darkness.

      Alone they are fierce warriors. Once they’ve found their true mates, they become an unstoppable force. These are their stories.
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      When a curvy human stumbles into the supernatural world, this Grizzly Warden has no choice but to make her his!

      

      Station Master Rex Bastian is a Grizzly Bear Shifter and a retainer of Taurus. Running the Virginia Station for the Wardens of Terra has been his ultimate dream since he’d been recruited as an orphaned cub off the streets of Washington D.C.

      He now has everything he ever dreamed of. Power and position. Everything except the one thing he never wanted, a mate.

      When all the Wardens under his care are away with other assignments, Rex finds himself designated to attend the annual Council of Shifters Halloween Ball.

      The problem is he doesn’t have a date or a costume. A trip to a magical pop-up Halloween store called Hazel’s Halloween Happenings proves to have everything the Bear Shifter could ever hope for!
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      The group of large Shifters convened around one of the several desks that sat separated by partitions across the floor of the large workspace of the Wardens of Terra Virginia Station.

      They had something serious to discuss. It wasn’t a new danger or evil that had cropped up in their midst. No monster to fight or do battle with. Oh no. This serious matter was closer to home.

      Huffing and puffing, they were all splattered with various shades of paint from the fierce training battle they’d just endured. As they slowly got their breaths back, several of them frowned, checking the hall every few minutes. All of them were on needles and pins watching out for him.

      It had been another long session, a simulated battle necessary to keep their skills sharp. None of them did well enough for him though. Oh no. Their leader had ripped them all new ones for not being attentive and alert enough.

      He’d run twenty-six scenarios and they’d passed each and every one except the last. And that was simply not good enough for the grouchy grizzly.

      Those paint balls hurt too! What did he do? Put BBs in them or something? The group of Shifters shared similar thoughts as they rolled their shoulders and stretched their sore bodies.

      

      It was hard enough when your job was saving the world every other fucking minute and no one acknowledged it, but when you’re a-hole of a boss was constantly riding your ass, man, it was enough to make anyone just up and quit! Only, being a Warden of Terra wasn’t something you could just walk away from.

      Fucking honor and duty.

      “So, what do we do with this stubborn ass fucking Bear?” Luis Fernandez tipped back his bottle of cold water and looked over the partition that separated his desk from the next one.

      Who knew supernatural warriors who fought evil on a regular basis had to have desks too? The South American native shrugged as he took another swallow of fresh spring water.

      “Well, he’s never gonna mellow the fuck out if he doesn’t find the one. And he’s never gonna do that if he stays cooped up in here all the damn time,” Troy Waman, Thunderbird Shifter and retainer of Aquarius, replied.

      “Oy, I don’t know what the big deal is. He doesn’t want a mate, no skin off my nose is it?” Cecil shrugged. The blonde giant was adverse to wedded bliss just as their fearless leader.

      “That’s because you’re too busy trying to dip your stick in everything that moves, Cecil, but Rex isn’t like that. The guy’s been alone a long time, and I’m thinking he needs a little lovin’ to help him get off our asses,” Luis retorted.

      “And if he doesn’t want to be tied to one female for the rest of his life, what then, eh? He’s got a right to choose freedom. If the job is too hard for you mated pansies, you know what to do,” Cecil taunted.

      Cecil had been a bit of a fucking dick lately. Both Troy and Luis thought so. As if they’d read each other’s minds they both rolled their eyes. The fact they had mates of their own might have had something to do with their difference of opinions, but who cared. They all needed Rex to back off.

      “You only think that way because you’ve never held your fated mate in your arms, Cecil. Let me tell you from experience, there is nothing like it in the entire world. It’s as if you are whole for the first time in your life,” Luis stated.

      “Not to mention the power rush. The Parcae bless us with increased abilities and strength upon our matings, you know. And who doesn’t want to be stronger?” Troy asked.

      “I don’t know, maybe you two are right. All I know is my fucking shoulder is killing me after he got me with that blue round. Rex is a tough nut to crack. How would we get him out of here anyway?”

      “That’s the million-dollar question,” Luis said.

      Movement to the right made the men quickly pretend to grab their tablets. Luis stepped up and held his as if presenting them with something. He just got his maps app to work when the big as fuck Grizzly Bear Shifter in question stopped in front of the trip.

      “The fuck are you three assholes doin’ standing around? Training session is over. Didn’t you get your assignments?” Rex demanded.

      “Yes sir, boss, Luis and I are just waiting on our mates, and Cecil here is just a dick,” Troy smirked and ducked before the lumbering blonde could catch him with his fist.

      “Alright,” Rex grunted, “Knock it off and get the fuck out of here.”

      He was never one to mince words. As Station Master of the Wardens of Terra Virginia Station he had more responsibility than the rest of them.

      Fuck modesty, he was in charge of the whole damn team. Sure they’d sent him help in the form of a Junior Station Master, but that was a little complicated these days.

      With Phoebe Bright mated and expecting her first child with her SeaDragon husband, Nathan Silvertongue, a Warden whose job was to now train young Shifters recently accepted into the program, Rex was pretty much back to running things all alone.

      As Junior Station Master and a powerful Witch, Phoebe was able to handle things just fine, but her overprotective and twice as strong since they mated husband refused to have her do anything that could put her or their child in danger.

      Rex wholeheartedly agreed with him. If not for any other reason than the fact that when he’d tried to point out Phoebe was perfectly capable of taking care of herself, the fucking SeaDragon flooded his brand-new fully-loaded Cadillac Escapade with enough briny seawater to kill the engine and transmission.

      Asshole.

      How the fucker managed to get that much liquid into his vehicle and nowhere else baffled the mind, but Rex was smart enough to stop arguing with the guy. Actually, he kind of liked Nathan Silvertongue. Not that he would tell the Shifter that.

      As the leader of their crew, he couldn’t afford to be too close to anyone in his Station. Maintaining his authority was of the utmost importance. Especially when he had to answer to that group of self-important old farts, the fucking Heralds of Terra.

      Those ancient bastards whose job it was to call the Wardens to action were more than just a meddlesome bunch. They were a damn nuisance. The old timers hated every new idea him and the other Station Masters presented as options for increasing their efforts. They vehemently distrusted the advances that had been made in both normal and supernatural technology over the past hundred years and, therefore, made it virtually impossible for the Wardens to come into the twenty-first century.

      In fact, he’d just come from a meeting with the fuckers and could not believe what they’d told him. They’d given him assignments to send every single one of his Wardens out on the busiest holiday in the supernatural world. Halloween.

      Of course, he’d sent them over text to each of his Wardens as soon as he’d gotten them. Which was why he was surprised when those three idiot Shifters were still fucking around after their session. Shouldn’t they be following orders? What the fuck?

      “Hey,” Phoebe Bright-Silvertongue waddled towards him from her desk almost catching him off-guard, but he was not so lost in thought he couldn’t hear her approach.

      Rex paused long enough so she could catch up with him. The smart little Witch was entering her third trimester and the little bundle she was carrying was proving to be quite active. The idea of children made his tongue go dry and his hands itch. He couldn’t imagine bringing cubs into this world. He’d seen too much darkness for that.

      “Can I help you Mrs. Silvertongue?”

      “Rex, you can still call me Phoebe,” she smiled.

      “Oh really? Have you met your mate?” He grunted.

      “Oh, yes. Well, I am sorry about Nathan. He’s just being protective of me,” she practically glowed as she said those words and he wanted to roll his eyes. But he didn’t. Always respectful.

      “Was there something you wanted?”

      “Yes, would it be okay if I left a little early tonight? Nathan is going to surprise me with a spooky movie and a foot rub,” she said with a hopeful expression on her face, and he sighed. Normally he’d say fuck no, but how could he refuse?

      “Fine. See you on Monday then,” he nodded and tried to walk away but she thrust an envelope out towards
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