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Description

Indiana has a lot to offer from wonderful parks, amazing museums and fascinating historic sites. Short Indiana Road Trips will help you cross off most of the items on your Indiana travel bucket list. This tourism guide will show you the top places in Indiana for you to visit. From train rides to canal boat rides and visiting a pioneer village, Short Indiana Road Trips takes you there.
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Howard Steamboat Museum - Jeffersonv​ille, IN

Jeffersonville, Indiana lies along the banks of the Ohio River in southern Indiana. The spot, first occupied by white settlers who constructed Fort Finney near the current location of the Kennedy Bridge in 1786, quickly grew into a settlement. Fort Finney protected the area from American Indian attacks. They renamed the fort in 1791 to Fort Steuben in honor of Baron von Steuben, a Prussian general who served at Inspector General during the Revolutionary War, whom most military historians consider one of the fathers of the Continental Army. By 1793, there was no further need for the fort and the military abandoned it, but the city grew on.

22 Room Romanesque Revival Mansion

The old Howard family residence, a 22-room Romanesque Revival mansion, serves as the home of the Howard Steamboat Museum. James Howard began his career of building boats in 1834 in Jeffersonville, Indiana on the Ohio River by establishing a boatyard and constructing his first boat, the Hyperion. His company would occupy three generations of his family and last 107 years. He had his home constructed next to the shipyard and used the craftsmen that worked on his boats to build his home in 1894. The work of these master craftsmen is evident throughout the home.

Examples of Master Woodworking Craftsmanship

There are several examples of these exquisitely crafted wooden fireplaces, as well as other finely built wooden features throughout the home as it exhibits grand staircases, carved window moldings and period furniture.

Extensive Riverboat Artifacts Collection

Delta Queen Paddlewheel

The museum includes many old steamboat artifacts, including items from Robert E. Lee, the Natchez, the Howard-built J. M. White and the pictured original paddlewheel from the Delta Queen.

Thousands of photographs, shipbuilding tools and implements, and many paintings complement the collection, affording the visitor a sense of the scale and importance of these successful enterprises.

Extensive Model Boat Collection

Steamboats, Flatboats and Barges

The model boat collection comprises dozens of steamboats but includes many other types of historic watercraft that plied the waters of the Ohio, Mississippi and other of the rivers of the American interior. Water transportation was essential in the early years of the country, and the Ohio was one of the major arteries, carrying passengers and freight along its course. Many of our immigrant ancestors rode boats like these to their new homes.

End of an Era

U.S. Navy Purchase for LST Construction

The Howard Steamboat Museum represents an important cog in our nation's history. The Howard family's control of the shipyard ended in 1941 when the U.S. Navy purchased the yard in 1941 to construct LST's for use during World War II. The Howard legacy and their contributions to Indiana's rich history continue today.

Howard Steamboat Museum

1101 East Market Street

Jeffersonville, IN 47130

(812) 283-3728

http://www.howardsteamboatmuseum.org/

Life on the Ohio River Historical Museum - Vevay, Indiana

Located in the quaint river town of Vevay, Indiana, the Life on the Ohio River, Life on the Ohio River Historical Museum will provide visitors with an insightful glimpse into the river life of the steamboat era, and before, of the folks that lived along this vital river. This small museum is packed with memorabilia from that bygone era. Visitors will find riverboat models, clothing, weapons and many other artifacts that depict life along the river. 

Switzerland County Historical Museum

The Switzerland County Historical Museum is in southeastern Indiana near the Ohio River. The Switzerland County Historical Museum operates the Life on the Ohio River Historical Museum next door. The Switzerland County Historical Museum is in a converted Presbyterian Church; the Ohio River Historical Museum is in the parsonage of the church.

Switzerland County Historical Museum

210 E Market St 

Vevay IN 47043

Vevay

Swiss immigrants founded the town of Vevay in 1802, naming it after the Swiss city of Vevay from which they were native. Switzerland County was established in 1814 and Vevay was designated the county seat.

Early Settlement

The first settlers consisted of a man named John James Dufour who migrated to the United States in 1796. He settled in Kentucky and tried his hand at making wine. The venture failed and he searched for a better spot. He found one in the then Indiana Territory on the north side of the Ohio River. He obtained a tract of land from Congress and planted grapes near the current site of Vevay. The first wine was produced in 1806 or 1807. It was served to President Jefferson in the White House. Mr. Dufour's was the first successful commercial winery in the United States.

Swiss Wine Festival

http://www.swisswinefestival.org/

The town celebrates this heritage each year during the last weekend in August with the Swiss Wine Festival.

Transportation

Vevay Indiana is located on the banks of the Ohio River. Indiana State Road 56 crosses the city on a north/south axis, connecting Vevay with Rising Sun to the northeast and Madison to the west. Indiana State Road 129 creates a link with Versailles to the north and Indiana State Road 156 hugs the Ohio River from Patriot to Rising Sun. Vevay is located on the Ohio River Scenic Byway Auto Tour. 

http://ohioriverbyway.com/

Scenic Byway – Southern Indiana Drive

Drive the 302 miles of scenic beauty along the Ohio River in Southern Indiana. The Ohio River Scenic Byway goes through historic communities, national forests and quaint villages. This wonderful drive through southern Indiana is a wonderful experience and allows you to visit all the wonderful places in southern Indiana.

On its way across the state, it crosses Clark County, Dearborn County, Floyd County, Harrison County, Jefferson County, Ohio County, Perry County, Posey County, South Central Indiana, Spencer County, Switzerland County, Vanderburgh County, and Warrick County.

Food, Lodging and Shopping

Vevay is loaded with small town charm. Visitors will find several dining spots ranging from ice cream parlors, pizza spots, homey bars and restaurants. Those wishing to try their luck at the casino can visit nearby Belterra Resort. Stay at one of Vevay's bed and breakfasts or hotels. Visitors can also browse in any of the fine shops and art galleries located in the downtown area. For more information about Vevay, contact:

Switzerland County Tourism

128 W Main St

Vevay, IN 47043

812-427-3237

http://www.switzcomuseums.org/files/River-History.html

Calli Nature Preserve 

To visit the Violet and Louis Calli Nature Preserve you will need to find County Road 40E. This road is about a mile east of downtown North Vernon, Indiana on US 50. The gravel road begins just east of the bridge across the Vernon Fork of the Muscatatuck River. After turning south on the gravel road, you will travel about a quarter mile to the parking lot, which is on the left. The road comes to a dead end at this point. 

Dr. Louis and Violet Calli

Dr. Louis Calli and his wife Violet owned the land for the Violet and Louis Calli Nature Preserve. Dr. Calli was a physician who practiced for over fifty years in North Vernon. His wife Violet established the first Youth Center in North Vernon. She was awarded the Governor's Award for Community Service. The Jennings County Community Foundation owns the Nature Preserve. The Foundation manages the place in cooperation with the Indiana Department of Natural Resources. 

The Nature Trailhead

The Violet and Louis Calli Nature Preserve consists of 180 acres just east of North Vernon, Ind. The trailhead for the self-guiding trail is adjacent to the parking lot on the same side of the road. The trail is just a bit over two miles long. There is a brochure available in a box at the trailhead that describes 18 stations along the course of the trail. There is also a notepad for you to register, just for fun. 

The Trail

The trail begins with a pleasant stroll in the forest. It then follows the course of a spring fed stream. The best part of this hike is the extensive section that follows the course of the Vernon Fork of the Muscatatuck River. Some of the hike is along high bluffs overlooking the river. However, there are spots that allow access to sand bars extending out into the river. In early to mid-April this portion of the trail is emblazoned with thousands of Virginia bluebells in full bloom. These flowers line the riverbank, the trail sometimes passing through vast beds of them. There are also some old hemlock stands along the river on these limestone bluffs.

The trail finishes up by passing through some open fields before finally exiting at the parking lot on the opposite side of the road. The Violet and Louis Calli Nature Preserve Nature Trail is a fun and pretty place to visit for a hike.

For more information, contact:

Jennings County Visitors & Recreation Commission

Box 215

Vernon, IN 47282

812-592-8087

http://www.jenningscounty.net/#!

Muscatatuck National Wildlife Refuge

Wildlife lovers should think about making a trip to Muscatatuck National Wildlife Area. The Refuge is on US 50 just east of Seymour, Indiana. The diversity of wildlife visible to even casual visitors to the Refuge is a delightful thing to see. The Refuge consists of 7,724 acres of which forestland covers about seventy percent. The remainder is wetlands managed by National Park Service personnel. 

Muscatatuck River

The refuge takes its name from the Muscatatuck River that flows through the Refuge. The low, swampy area adjacent to the river forms the wetlands that make up the Refuge. The name Muscatatuck derives from an Amerindian word meaning “the land of the winding waters,” an apt name for this rambling river. The river winds and rambles through the southern Indian countryside on its way to its mouth in the East Fork of the White River. 

Wildlife at Muscatatuck National Wildlife Refuge

The best time to visit is in spring or fall because that is when the wildlife is most active. This is true especially of the waterfowl. These include a stunning variety of ducks, geese, grebes, great heron and other birds. Visitors can also, if lucky, watch the otters frolic in the waters and white-tailed deer graze on the forest's edge. The Refuge manages a wide variety of habitats in Muscatatuck National Wildlife Refuge. There are grasslands, wetlands and hardwood forests. Refuge personnel adjust the wetland waters seasonally to manage the plant species. They plant grain crops like corn to provide food for the animals and conduct periodic burns to control trees in the grasslands. Over 280 species of birds live or pass through in the Refuge, including a nesting pair of eagles that with luck a visitor might see.

Hiking

Hikers will enjoy hiking the eight trails, most of which are less than a mile in length. The two trails on the south end of the Refuge, the East and West River Trails, are longer but close from time to time due to flooding. These two trails are not maintained as well as the others and hikers may find snakes along the marsh on the West River Trail. These trails travel along the Muscatatuck River for a portion of their lengths and will afford sightings of a nice variety of wildflowers. Visitors may also hike the maintenance roads that traverse between the marshes. Indeed, the hiker will find the greatest numbers of waterfowl and otters along these roads, as well as river otters cavorting in the placid waters. Morning and evening are the best times to visit, as during those times the birds and animals are most active. 

Roads and Auto Tour

An auto tour along the marshy areas can yield a surprising number of herons, hawks and waterfowl, as well as white tailed deer. There are several pull-off points for travelers to stop and view or photograph the wildlife. 

Activities

Hiking, hunting, photography and fishing are the most popular activities at Muscatatuck National Wildlife Area. Small boats are permitted on some of the lakes; an Indiana State Fishing License is required for fishing. Hunters will need an Indiana State Hunting License and the appropriate stamps and tags. Boats can be either rowed or powered by an electric trolling motor. 

Visitor Center

Before entering the Refuge, it is best to visit the Visitor Center. The center features a fabulous bookstore and a bird viewing area at the rear. There is also a new auditorium in which naturalists conduct wildlife programs. There are also clean restrooms at the Visitor Center. National Park personnel also hold special events and field trips throughout the year. For more information, call the phone number listed below or visit the web site. This is an excellent place to visit to purchase books or pick up the self-guided auto tour and hiking trail map. Make sure you bring a picnic lunch, as there are many places suitable for a picnic. Nearby Seymour has a large variety of restaurants and grocery stores for supplies, as well.

Muscatatuck National Wildlife Refuge

12985 E. U.S. Hwyl 50

Seymour, IN 47274

812-522-4352

http://www.fws.gov/refuge/muscatatuck/

Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge

Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge began life as a test site for weapons during the opening days of World War 2. It has evolved into a unique wildlife haven in Southeastern Indiana. The Refuge, located near Madison, Indiana on US 421 is one of four National Wildlife Refuges found in Indiana. It served as a weapons testing site until the end of the Cold War in the 1980's. Only a very small portion of Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge is currently open to the public. This is because large tracts of land contain unexploded ordinance. This ordinance is, of course, quite hazardous.

Military Weapons Testing

The 50,000-acre Nature Preserve occupies corners of three Indiana counties, Ripley, Jefferson and Jennings. Big Oaks is the largest of Indiana's three National Wildlife Preserves. The United States military opened the facility in 1940 for use as a weapons testing area. It saw extensive use during World War II, the Korean War and the Vietnam War. After the 1980's the facility's use began to wane and the military closed it in 1995. The Indiana Air National Guard still uses a 1000-acre parcel as a training range near the center of the property. Large areas of the preserve are off limits to the public due to the presence of unexploded ordinance. The cost to remove this ordinance is prohibitive, so it will remain. It is important when visiting Big Oaks to stay in public approved areas. 

History of Big Oaks

After Indiana became a state in 1816, the Amerindian tribes that had occupied the land for hundreds of years had left. Small towns and farmsteads grew up in the rolling ground. It was a peaceful, rural area with no large cities close. During the middle years of the Civil War General John Hunt Morgan invaded the state. He crossed the Ohio River near Corydon, Indiana. He crossed the southern Indiana landscape with his 2000 troops. Part of his route lay across the northern portion of Big Oaks. Two Union officers’ home on leave managed to capture two of his men within the confines of the Refuge. A monument marks the spot where they performed this deed. Hostilities in Europe and Asia in the late 1930's alerted the Army to the need to test more of its munitions. On December 6, 1940, the military announced its intentions to acquire land in southeastern Indiana. They chose this area because it was lightly populated and had nearby roads and rail lines. The military relocated over 400 families and began using it, now known as Jefferson Proving Ground, by the end of the year. 

Wildlife Returns

Over the course of the military's use of the area, they surrounded it with a tall chain link fence topped by razor wire. Several military personnel and officers served at the base, which also employed many civilians in the area. Thus, cut off, the land slowly reverted to forest and grassland and wildlife thrived. By the time the facility closed in 1995 huge tracts had reverted to the forest it had originally been. Deer, wild turkey and other wildlife thrived. After closing, debate over what to do with it occurred over the next few years. At length the government decided to turn it into a National Wildlife Refuge. Though the military still owns the land, the National Park Service manages the parcels within the Refuge. 200 species of birds, 46 species of mammals, 24 species of amphibians, and 17 species of reptiles are found on the refuge.

Visiting Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge

The area around Old Timbers Lake in the northwest portion of the Refuge is the only area currently open to the public. It is a seventeen-mile drive from the Visitor Center. The Center is about seven miles from Madison, Indiana on US 421. There are several miles of roadway around the lake, great for an afternoon drive or a day hike. Picnic areas are scattered around through Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge. Hours are Monday and Friday from 7:00 AM to 4:30 PM and the second and fourth Saturdays of each month. An admission charge is paid to enter the park. All visitors must view a safety video and sign an acknowledgement of danger form prior to entering the refuge. 

Things to Do

Visitors may participate in several activities in the Refuge. Deer hunting and turkey hunting is permitted in designated areas during designated times. Anglers may fish in the 165-acre Old Timbers Lake. Bank fishing, only as boats are not permitted on the lake. Hikers can hike on the designated trails or on the many roads in the public area. Photographers will find many subjects for their camera, as the wild scenery in the Refuge is beautiful. Waterfowl and other wildlife will provide willing subjects. Refuge staff provide guided tours with advance reservation. There are several popular events scheduled throughout the year. See the website for informational brochures, event schedules and current hours of operation.

Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge

1661 W. JPG Niblo Rd

Madison, IN 47250

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Big_Oaks/about.html

Muscatatuck Park 

Visitors will find Muscatatuck Park south of North Vernon on Indiana State Road 7 a wonderful place to visit. The picnic area at the Vinegar Mill Shelter offers a superb view of the Muscatatuck River below. In mid-April to late May Trail 1 is a great place to find wildflowers along the river. It is also a superb hike during the cooler fall temperatures when the fall foliage in on the bluffs above the river is stunning. 

The park offers seven miles of hiking trails on four trails. Many of the trails double as biking trails. 

During warm days, many people enjoy frolicking and swimming in the Muscatatuck River. The park also has some shelters available for rent or on a first come, first serve basis. There are also playgrounds and basketball courts in the park. The public pool is only two miles away. 

Muscatatuck Park History

Muscatatuck Park has an interesting history. Indiana purchased the property and established the fourth State Park there in 1921 as Vinegar Mills State Park. They named it for the stone cutting mill that existed there during pioneer times on the banks of the Muscatatuck River. The State changed the name in 1922 to Muscatatuck State Park. They drew the name from the winding river that wends its way through the Indiana countryside. During the 1930's, the Civilian Conservation Corps built many of the structures in the park. These include the road leading into the park, bridges, fire tower and the stone steps at the river overlook area at the Vinegar Mill. 

Too small to serve as a State Park, the State decommissioned it and used the grounds to use it for quail and pheasant raising operations. This continued for a few years until 1962. The State then used it for its new Youth Camp program. In 1967, the State offered to give the property to Jennings County to use as a park. After much discussion, the County took it. After the park deteriorated for several years, they began upgrading in the 1990's. The County moved the Walnut Grove One-room School there in 1991. They moved the Jennings County Visitors Center to the William Read Home in 1998. 

William Read Home

William Read, the owner of the Vinegar Mill, built this home in 1850. Locally cut timbers make up the wooden frame. The stone foundation comes from stone cut from his stone cutting mill along the river. The bricks were also made and kiln dried on the property. The State of Indiana used this home as a bed and breakfast inn during the time the park operated as a state Park. The Jennings County Visitors Center used the home for several years. The Jennings County Parks and Recreation Department uses it for offices now. The Visitors Bureau keeps maps and other information there. 

The Walnut Grove School

This school served students as a one-room schoolhouse in Sand Creek Township from the time of its construction in 1912. The Jennings County Preservation Association took up the monumental task of moving and renovating the school in 1990. They cut it into three pieces and moved it to the site it now occupies in Muscatatuck Park. It reopened in 1995 as
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