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Introduction



Now that we have ventured to the past with the help of my last three books, we will conclude our journey by covering two of the most widely collected and popular toy lines that existed in the 1970s. As well as, of course, just about everything in-between.

Star Wars and Mego's World's Greatest Super-Hero lines didn't just help to define toys from that era. They also made such a lasting impression that they have some of the most numerous fan bases that exist in the collecting community today.

It stands to reason because these pop culture phenomena are still very much on the publics radar. However, it wasnt always that way for both of them. Mego, yes, but Star Wars, no. A few years after the release of Star Wars Episodes 1-3 in the late 90s to the early 2000s, Star Wars collecting actually became somewhat stagnant. In turn, prices were more reasonable for carded and boxed toys, and unless a loose item was minty fresh and complete or rare, you could hardly give it away.

All of that changed when Disney took over the helm by purchasing Lucasfilm for four billion dollars in 2012. Now, with new movies that are on the horizon, a cartoon series, comic books, and an endless series of new merchandising, vintage Star Wars toys of any kind are once again in demand.

Due to that factor, Star Wars collectors are popping out of the woodwork, both new and old. Because of that it would seem like they are once again the king in the 70s toy collecting world, wouldnt it? In reality, they share that title because superhero themed Mego action figures are actually giving Star Wars toys a run for their money.

Its easy to see why. To begin, in the last decade the interest in vintage 40s-60s comic books has skyrocketed. Secondly, an ever-escalating amount of superhero movies have been released on the big screen in the last couple of decades. The latest big screen Disney/Marvel release of The Avengers 2, as an example, has made a ridiculously uncanny sum of 1.3 BILLION dollars worldwide as of the time of this writing. Therefore, when you put both of these factors together (Comic collecting and movie releases) its no wonder that the elevated interest in vintage superhero collectibles shows no signs of stopping.

Overall, as you may have guessed, although it's great to be nostalgic for toys that are no longer produced and/or those that only certain people grew up with, staying in the public eye is how some toys manage to stay popular and increase in value.

However, for people like myself, who don't have a money tree in their back yard, it's not about how much something is worth or what is in demand that causes me to smile. I'm just as likely to have happy memories seeing a low-priced Weebles set as I am an old and rare Mego Spider-Man circle-suit action figure.

Whatever the case, whether you buy to add to a collection, buy to sell, or just like to look at pictures in order to recall childhood memories like I do, hopefully this book, as well as the others in the series, will help lead you in the right direction.


Star Wars


Star Wars



Where do I begin? One of the most widely-collected, pop-culture important toys of all time would have to be that of the Star Wars line of toys by Kenner. Their popularity was a given, because when Star Wars first hit the mainstream movie theaters in 1977 it was an instant hit. In addition to the storyline being fantastic, the characters were lovable and the effects were extremely groundbreaking. Quite frankly, nothing like it had really ever been seen before.

When I first saw the movie, it was as a six-year old sitting in the back seat of a car at one of the two remaining drive-in movie theaters in our small, Midwestern town. I sat there with my eyes glued to the screen the entire time. Sure, the storyline was a little complex for me, but the effects and the creatures made everything worthwhile.

After that point, I was hooked. Especially once I saw a revolving rack of Star Wars figures. By the time I was done conning my mom into buying an assortment of toys over a period of a year, I had all of the figures and was only missing two of the playsets.

Actually, at the time even rarities werent beyond my grasp. Since I was one of the first generation of kids to have a shot at the first wave of figures, I even had the elusive vinyl caped Jawa. Today, if professionally graded and deemed authentic, a loose one can command many hundreds of dollars, and sometimes upwards of a thousand. Sadly, like many others of the day experienced, once the capes armholes ripped in mine the cape was quickly discarded. It was a valuable mistake for a future I was quite unaware of, especially once Star Wars collecting started to take a drastic turn. More so in this decade than any other.

You see, for a while a lot of collectors were only willing to shell out adequate money if the items were still on their original cards or in their original boxes. Even then, they wanted the packaging to be as pristine as possible. In addition, the only loose figures people were willing to spring any decent amount of money for were the rarer small figures, such as the taller Snaggletooth and the Vinyl caped Jawa.

Today, times have changed. Since the announcement of new Star Wars movies being released in the future via Disney, loose complete figures have escalated in price even though they were made in the millions. Also, as expected, carded figures have increased so much, especially those that have been AFA graded, that theyre on par money wise with many higher end professionally graded silver age comic books.

As awesome as that sounds to collectors already maintaining a collection, for new collectors it often represents financial hurdles that they simply cannot overcome. Therefore, for some, including myself, all we can do is look at pictures, connect them with our own joyous memories, and smile.

To begin our happy journey in that wonderful galaxy far, far away, lets take a look at some great early photographs and catalog shots. As expected, these will probably make all of us wish we had a time machine.
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Addendum



In previous revisions of this book, I only listed Star Wars items that were released in the 1970s in the United States. However, considering the large amount of Star Wars collectors in todays world warrants more information, I have included listings for some items that were also released in other parts of the world during the 70s. That is…if they were somehow new or at least different than what was released in the states.

Also please note that, for the most part, this listing constitutes loose items only except for the specialized 3-packs. Including every single box and card variation for each figure, playset, and vehicle produced around the world would be a book in itself and has already been covered on numerous web sites and reference guides.

As a side note, the prices of carded figures and boxed vehicles and playsets from the original series are now off the map due new Star Wars movies coming out in 2015 and beyond. With that said, as is sadly the case with most collectibles, the more something is in demand, the more fakes will pop up in the marketplace. Not just reproduction weapons or capes either, but full fledged highly professional and original looking cards and plastic bubbles and even figures! Even AFA has been fooled on occasion in the past according to my research so, as always, let the buyer beware.

Actually, in my opinion, if you want carded figures, buy those that are non-perfect and show signs of actual wear and age. Most fraudulent sellers arent going to fake a card unless they get a major return on their money, so damaging a reproduced piece simply to make it look authentic probably isnt going to happen. Mainly because if they did that then they know that the bidding prices will drop…tremendously.




3 3/4th inch figures



Early-Bird Certificate: See Vehicles/Playsets/Misc. for 3 3/4" Figures


Early-Bird Figure Set



(R2-D2, Chewbacca, Princess Leia, and the rare double telescoping lightsaber-toting Luke Skywalker. In most cases. However, I just learned that not all of these kits had the DT Luke)
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3 ¾ Action Figure Sets



(Carded-All EXTREMELY rare to find packaged. These are not to be confused with individual department store special catalog order multi-pack sets, which usually came in basic, graphic-lacking mailer boxes and are, in turn, not listed within the pages of this book.)



(1978)

-Android Set (C3PO, R2-D2, Chewbacca)

-Hero Set (Small Headed Han Solo, Princess Leia, Ben Kenobi)

-Villain Set (Stormtrooper, Darth Vader, Death Squad Commander)



(1979)

-Creature Set (Hammerhead, Walrusman, Greedo)

-Droid Set (R5-D4, Death Star Droid, Power Droid)

-Hero Set (Luke X-Wing Pilot, Ben Kenobi, Large Headed Han Solo)

-Villain Set (Sand People, Boba Fett, Snaggletooth)




1978 Android Set
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1978 Hero Set
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1978 Villain Set
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1979 Creature Set
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1979 Droid Set



[image: img15.jpg]




1979 Hero Set
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1979 Villain Set
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3 ¾ Individually Carded Figures



-Ben (Obi-Wan) Kenobi (Hair shade variations exist--gray or white)

-Ben (Obi-Wan) Kenobi w/double telescoping lightsaber

-Boba Fett (Carded)

-Boba Fett (Mailer boxsame figure)

-Chewbacca (With black bowcaster)

-Chewbacca (With green bowcaster)

-C-3PO

-C-3PO (Alternate Head Sculpt by Takara of Japan)

-Darth Vader

-Darth Vader (Different sculpt from Takara of Japan)

-Darth Vader w/double telescoping lightsaber

-Death Star Droid

-Death Squad Commander

-Greedo

-Hammerhead

-Han Solo (Small Head-earlier version)

-Han Solo (Large Head)

-Jawa (Standard cloth outfit)

-Jawa (Lily Ledy) (Removable Hood)

-Jawa (Vinyl cape--Highly reproduced, so be careful!)

-Jawa (Vinyl cape Toltoys version from Australia/New Zealandvinyl cape color is similar to Ben Kenobis, which is completely different than the US vinyl caped Jawas cape)

-Luke Skywalker (Hair shade variations exist--from brown to blonde)

-Luke Skywalker w/double telescoping lightsaber

-Luke Skywalker X-Wing Pilot

-Power Droid

-Princess Leia Organa

-R2-D2

-R5-D4

-Sand People (Variants exist with the facial tubeshollow or filled)

-Snaggletooth

-Snaggletooth (Blue/taller, exclusive figure packaged in the Cantina Adventure Set)

-Stormtrooper

-Stormtrooper (Different sculpt from Takara of Japan)

-Walrus Man


Boba Fett
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Ben (Obi-Wan) Kenobi (Carded)
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Chewbacca (Carded)



[image: img20.jpg]


C-3PO (Kenner Version)
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C-3PO Alternate Sculpt from Takara of Japan
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Darth Vader
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Darth Vader (Takara of Japan)

(Hard to tell the differences)
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Death Star Droid
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Death Squad Commander
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Greedo



[image: img27.jpg]


Hammerhead
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Han Solo

(Small-headed version-carded)
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Han Solo (Large Head)
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Jawas (Standard Cloth Capes)
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Jawa  Removable Hood (Lily Ledy)

(Highly Faked) (Also, notice that this came with a different blaster than the Kenner version)
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Jawa Vinyl Cape (Kenner)

(Professionally Graded is pretty much the only way to ensure the authenticity of the cape, but even then its iffy.)
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Close-up of the cross-hatch pattern on a genuine Vinyl Cape Jawa
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Jawa Vinyl Cape (Toltoys Version)

(Notice how it is similar in color to Ben Kenobis cape. Also highly faked)
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Luke Skywalker
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Luke Skywalker (X-Wing) (Carded)
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Power Droid
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Princess Leia Organa (Carded)
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R2-D2
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R5-D4 (Carded)
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Sand People (Carded)
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Snaggletooth (Regular Version)
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Snaggletooth

(Blue version, sold with the Cantina Adventure Set)
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Stormtrooper (On Damaged Card)
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