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      The Girl Chameleon Episode One is Free and out now!

      Praise for the serial: "De Havin's tale whisks you through a heart-pounding adventure with twists that won't quit. It's an all night read, and I can't wait for the sequel!"

      Kathrine Zamm

      

      Join Karin’s book club and receive a free short story!
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      To Dave: Thanks for being an awesome cook. Can’t wait to see what snack you bring me.

      

      To Sammy: Get in the house now!

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            Chapter One

          

          
            Not My Time

          

        

      

    

    
      Gasping for air, I wrestle Murdock off of my back as he tries to bleed me dry. Out of the corner of my eye, I watch as Jennifer grabs a large vase and smashes it on top of Murdock’s head. My heart fills with joy. She’s alive! The moment of elation doesn't last as Murdock digs his elbow into my ribcage and pins me to the floor. Jennifer’s attack has no effect.

      At first, she stands over us stunned. Then, in a matter of seconds, Jennifer’s body shakes violently and she transforms into a bat. Thankfully, her survival instinct kicked in. A whooshing sound fills the air as she beats her wings hard and flies straight toward the dining room. She flies full force into the window trying to open it to escape.

      Murdock’s head lurches up when he realizes what Jennifer is doing. With vampire speed, he races over to her. He grabs one of Jennifer’s feet and yells, “Not so fast, shifter girl!”

      A loud screech fills the room as she whips her wings franticly at his face. I shout out, “Save yourself, Jennifer!”

      I have no strength to help her, so I let my own survival instinct rise to the forefront and I slowly creep on my elbows toward the elevator. As quickly as Jennifer finally escapes out the window, Murdock races next to me. He takes a hold of my legs and pins me down once again. Despite my resistance, he pulls me back toward the living room with ease. I wonder how much longer I can fend him off? His powerful body has been refined over the two hundred years he’s been a vampire. Mine is like that of an awkward teenager by comparison. But I have one thing Murdock doesn’t—a quick mind. I know vampires enjoy struggling with their victims. Take that away and they quickly loose interest. I take a trick from the animal playbook—a possum to be exact. I suck in a breath and hold it forcing myself into unconsciousness. Murdock sits confused as my body grows limp. A black void embraces me as I slip away.
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      My eyes blink open and I stare up at Eshe. “What happened? Where’s Murdock?”

      Eshe brushes the hair off my forehead. “He was gone when we got here. The window was wide open. Something must have scared him away.”

      I wonder if the detectives returned? Whoever it was I’m forever grateful.

      She calls out, “Girls, come quickly.”

      Magnus lies next to me licking my left hand. His warm, sticky tongue feels good on my skin. It reminds me I’m still alive.

      Jennifer grabs Magnus’s collar and pulls him away from me. “Hey, boy, everything is going to be okay. I’m here to help your master.”

      I watch as she guides Magnus away from me and pushes him to lie next to the couch. His big brown eyes look at me with concern. He lets out a slight whimper.

      Brooklyn sits cross-legged next to me stroking my arm. She smiles down at me, but it’s forced. I must look even worse than I feel, which is bloody awful.

      Jennifer runs her hand against my cheek and looks over at Eshe. “What can we do?”

      “You can feed him some of your thoughts.” Eshe strokes my forehead. “If you each can give Ainsley a powerful memory, I think we can stabilize him.”

      Jennifer nods. “Okay.” She places one of my hands up to her temple. At first I don’t feel anything, but then a warm sensation floods my mind and an image of a little girl sitting at a schoolroom desk emerges. Jennifer has just passed her first test with flying colors. The elation she feels fills my body with a positive energy I’ve never felt before. Jennifer plays the memory over several times until it slowly becomes my own. There is a distinct pulling sensation when she completely releases it.

      Jennifer leans toward me and then falls back until Brooklyn grabs her arm. She holds onto her waist. “Jen, are you okay?”

      Eshe gently places my head on a pillow and joins her daughter. “Brooklyn, get her to the doctor now!”

      I place my hands on either side of my hips and push hard to try and stand up. Eshe waves at me to stop. “Stay put. Brooklyn will get Jennifer the help she needs.”

      I crane my neck and watch helplessly as Brooklyn and Eshe each take one of Jennifer’s arms lead her to the elevator. She staggers at first, but then gains her footing. Jennifer flashes me a quick smile as Eshe pushes the button and the elevator doors close. Eshe races back to me and takes my hand.

      “I hope Jennifer hasn’t done any damage to her mind. She just had the concussion.”

      Eshe squeezes my hand. “Don’t worry, my friend, she’s going to get the best care. Doctor Pearson has unique abilities.”

      “Is she a witch or a wizard?”

      “Doctor Pearson is neither. She’s a natural homeopath.”

      Giving her the best smile I can muster when I’m in so much pain, I say, “You have quite the roster of interesting friends.”

      “That I do. With Murdock creating havoc they’ve come in very handy.”

      Guilt floods my soul. “I’m truly sorry I brought that miserable man into your life. So many people have suffered from knowing me.”

      She pushes my hair off my forehead and gives me a kiss. “From the moment I met you, I knew you were a special talent—one that deserves a life free of evil. I made a pledge to do whatever I could to protect you. The beauty you paint deserves to be in this world.”

      A tear grazes my cheek. In my over hundred years of existence I’ve never met anyone graced with such kindness and friendship. We share a deep bond that transcends romantic love. “How can I ever repay you?”

      “It’s very simple—stay alive and kill Murdock.”
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      The struggle back to health has not been easy, but the aid of a few healing spells the coven cast, and a strong memory from Eshe, I’m getting there. There is nobody more thrilled at my progress than Magnus. He bobs his head by my side, thrilled to be on his first walk in weeks. By the shocked look on my neighbors’ faces, I still must have a zombielike appearance. If only they knew what I truly am. Magnus couldn’t care less that his master resembles a ghoul, he’s out in the fresh air and smelling everything in sight. He stops by one of the birds of paradise near the front of the apartment building. His muzzle snorts when the long orange flower pricks him. He lets out a huge sneeze as the pollen from the flower scatters everywhere.

      I let out a laugh at his expense. “See what happens when you stop and enjoy nature?”

      “I’m glad to see you walking Magnus again. I heard you were very ill.”

      I turn to discover my neighbor Greg carrying a bag of groceries. I feel terrible I haven’t felt up to stopping by and giving him my condolences. But I was also grateful for the excuse. After all, Hayden died because of me.

      “Thank you. I’m feeling much better. Had no idea someone my age could get pneumonia.”

      “That is unusual.” He looks down at the ground. “I’ve had my share of bad news myself.”

      “I’m so sorry about Hayden. What a dreadful thing to have happen.”

      “Yes. I told him not to try paddle boarding. Haden has no sense of balance. He’d only had a few lessons but I still can’t believe he was almost decapitated. ”

      Whoever took care of the body sure covered their tracks. “Such a horrible accident.”

      A tear streaks down his cheek. “We were going to get married in the fall.”

      Magnus trots over and nuzzles his hand. How does he know Greg needs comforting? He puts down his grocery bag and pets Magnus’s side. “Maybe I should get a dog.”

      Magnus jumps up and licks Greg’s face. “I think Magnus agrees with you. My life has completely been transformed since I rescued this big lug.” I pat Magnus’s bum. “I don’t know what I would have done without his companionship since I’ve been ill.”

      Greg picks up his grocery bag. “That’s it. I’m going to the SPCA tomorrow.”

      He walks with a newfound purpose toward the apartment and I couldn't be happier. I may have caused his partner’s death, but I know a dog will help fill the void Hayden left behind.

      “Good job, boy. It’s astonishing how well you can read people.” Magnus ignores me and stands his ground. Something at the apartment
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