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PREFACE

 The
tigers of Asia have proved that with commitment, the economy of a
nation can be changed within a short period of time. What is needed
are enterprising and patriotic minds!

We all know that the bottom of the ladder is
crowded and everyone is thinking of how to climb up the ladder.
Look around, millions are holding a sheaf of papers in their hands,
they are looking for employment. Only the enterprising mind will
walk out of this crowd and be given access to climb the ladder
without question. Remember that success is not an option, it is a
universal decree from the power of the cosmos. Are you that
thinker?

Listen; a young indigenous African salesman
in late 1950’s rented an office in one of the major four storied
buildings in an African capital in the pre-colonial days. All the
money he was making went to paying rent and other utilities for his
rented space with a few shillings to spare. Then the time came for
the landlords who were of French origin to return to their home
country once the country attained independence. These landlords did
not immediately sell off their property, instead they looked for a
Manager, someone to manage the property, collect the rent and send
it to them. Without thinking twice the young salesman seized the
opportunity. He did not procrastinate with the imagination that
probably he was unqualified for the prestigious post of manager.
Regardless of whether he was qualified to take up the job or not,
he knew he had an upper hand because of his previous cordial
relations with the owners of the building. Without hesitation, he
offered to be their manager. In the ensuing period between the
offer to manage and the actual departure of the building owners, he
was evaluated and eventually made the manager on a full time
basis.

“Look for three things in a person,
intelligence, energy and integrity. If they don’t have the last
one, don’t bother about the other two.” W. Buffet

Well, the salesman, now the manager, did not
become complacent, it was not like he had reached cloud nine. He
moved to the next plane of life and started viewing the opportunity
as the breakthrough he so much needed, a money maker, a game
changer, so he worked as though his life depended on it and a few
years down the line, he purchased the building from his employers.
Today, that young man is in his seventies and is luxuriantly
wealthy. He shops around the globe, has sweet, sweet holidays. He
looks back with a shiver and wonders how he managed living from
hand to mouth in those early years of his life.

Thus, because of intelligence, energy and
most of all, integrity, the ‘small’ opportunity turned his life
around. Passion, with it, increase your dreams because you have
untapped greatness in you. When going for your dreams, remember
that GREATNESS is a choice you have to undertake, no one is born
great, greatness is not your automatic destiny until you create
that automation through habit. This rich grandfather says that it
amazes him today to see a person die in mediocrity because of
complacency not to up their goals in search of better. His motto is
“hunt with others, be in a company of same minded compatriots
like the wild dogs, because many in turns will wear-off the
prey!”

Isn’t it a criminal catastrophe not to have
dreams nor stars to reach to?


A CONCEPT,
DREAM, ILLUSION OR REALITY?

“The heaviness of being successful has to
be replaced with the lightness of being a beginner each day”
Nescafe(K) Advert Quote

The greatest risk-venture ever undertaken was
by God when He created man!

“And God said, Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth.” Ge:1:26.

God was not seeking profit when He created
man, He wanted to share His success with man! The essence of any
entrepreneur is the success of what they create and how it is
shared out. Face-book other social media thrive on the share handle
or button. You can never be an entrepreneur if you are self
centered and selfish! Just SHARE!

Many people view success in terms of money.
Should a person who won a bet of one million dollars be considered
as successful? Then the question of riches and wealth comes to the
fore! If one wins a million dollars in a bet, that sounds like “to
be rich,” that is rich enough to buy a few items of choice and to
pay a few bills here and there . On the other hand, a wealthy
person is rich but the opposite is false. A rich person is not
necessarily wealthy just because they are rich!

But is money an item held by the government
awaiting release to business people and employees? It is true that
a few of the people in the world may view money in that
perspective, yet nearly everyone wants to be part of it, part of
the big deal, to own money which is a government guarantee for
transactions of all sorts of business. To others, money seem to be
only attainable to those who have academic excellence and
qualifications. Yet, it is remarkable and at the same time very sad
how many, especially the deprived people, ignore the obvious trends
concerning money and its acquisition.

I have always seen money as a government
legal tender which ends at the point where it guarantees the value
of assets that the citizenry hold. The government has the power to
strengthen or weaken the value of money thus affecting the
purchasing power of its citizens. This is from a lay man’s point of
view.

“A feast is made for laughter, and wine
maketh merry: but money answereth all things.” Ec:10:19

But does money really answer everything
proverbially?

The idea of working hard and at the same time
smart cannot be over emphasized. Working hard and smart are the
nuts and bolts that secure the achievements of a successful
business. There is an adage that ‘you have to work hard to get rich
enough not to have to work hard.’ Well, but one has to work hard
until smart overtakes hard to achieve that end.

“I returned, and saw under the sun, that
the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither
yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor
yet favour to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them
all.” Ec:9:11:

“Be an optimist without being a fool” so the
Harvard Business Review says. The article in the review makes lots
of sense because a majority of those who are unenthusiastic end up
being fools because of lack of prudence. For those who have tried
and are enjoying the fruits of their labor will bear witness that
achieving anything doesn’t come easy. Whatever the case, success
comes through considerable effort to most of us. In every step and
milestone, we can speak of the sweat we shed, yet we must never
forget that donkeys and horses work hard too, but with a tinge of
smartness from man, success is achieved.

In every business platform, we often
encourage each other to believe in ourselves, our ideas, our
visions, our goals in order to accomplish our desires in life.
Those who have made to the top are bound to say, “If you believe
you will succeed then you will”, which is a common phrase to
those who have sought success, but is it really realistic? It is
better to die trying than to be said “he died with his ideas and
visions unborn.” Why should the grave yard be the richest place
on earth?

It is a nice thing to be optimistic and
ecstatic particularly when one is venturing into something new a
dream to be achieved. The drivers for such a feat must be pegged on
optimism, determination, confidence and a positive attitude. To see
success, we need to learn realism, optimism but there must be a
difference between realistic and unrealistic optimism. The road to
success is not paved to offer an easy ride, and believing that one
will succeed without mind draining effort is a ‘fallacy’ and that
is living in an unrealistic optimism.

Wrong footing is made when we perceive or
think that something is easy thus rarely putting the required
amount of effort to accomplish it while thinking that we will
achieve it nonetheless. When we know that the road to success is
not easy, we are apt to put extra effort to get where we want to
reach. Armed with the knowledge that the road to success is bound
to be rocky, one who desires to succeed will effectively plan and
give serious thought to the drive required to endure tough times
ahead and other eventualities.

Therefore, in the great quest for riches and
wealth, it would be prudent to be often optimistic and realistic at
the same, this stance will train your mind to search and work for
that which you do not have. The greatest killer for the quest would
be distraction from your vision. To achieve what you desire, if it
is your heart, think it and believe in it, then get down to do it
and let yourself be in it! The resultant success is a child of a
hard-won project which forced you to put in the necessary effort.
However, nothing valuable comes easy so it is unworthy to spend too
much time visualizing the end result. Instead, envision the steps
you will take to get there while sidestepping the desire for huge
profits and in place holding true to the satisfaction of an
achievement of passion. The business mind policy and principle to
succeed must be ‘Think it, believe it, do it and be it.’

We can learn a few tricks from Walter
D.Wintle who says;

“If you think you are beaten, you
are

If you think you dare not, you don’t,

If you like to win, but you think you
can’t

It is almost certain you won’t.

If you think you’ll lose, you’re lost

For out of the world we find,

Success begins with a fellow’s will

It’s all in the state of mind.

If you think you are outclassed, you are

You’ve got to think high to rise,

You’ve got to be sure of yourself before

You can ever win a prize.

Life’s battles don’t always go

To the stronger or faster man,

But soon or late the man who wins

Is the man WHO THINKS HE CAN!”

Many people moan a lot about not possessing
enough money, not getting the right or well paying job and make
excuses why they are not doing well or achieving their set goals.
But do we ever question if at all we worked hard enough, worked
smart or even used the opportunities we had to get ahead? Most of
the time we sit and moan hoping our problems will simply fly
away.

Well, for sure that they will not. Self-pity
and whining will not change a situation but doing something about
it will. If one is struggling to make ends meet and wondering how
to make some extra money or move to the next step, then what they
need to do is to take positive action. Get out there and do
something positive that will guarantee a change in the current
situation. If it means offering free services through volunteer so
that you get the right work experience or for others to recognize
your skills and strengths, then get down to it.

It is shameful beyond words to discover in
your death bed that you never actually lived as no testimony of you
will be laid bare by those you ought to have helped. If worse come
to the worst, it is better to leave a scrapping on the surface of
your potential that will leave a testimony that says that though
you died too soon, you did try.

The journey to wealth begins with possession
of that which the government guarantees as a value of your asset,
money. The last frontier where one is declared as poor is total
lack of money, in other words, lack of assets. When one has not
invested in people, there is no way to be thought of as wealthy.
People will help your dreams to spread and in the process create
wealth.

“Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou
shalt find it after many days.” Ec:11:1

Literally, casting bread in water will render
it soggy, unpalatable. The sea in this sense is people. Invest in
people and you are sure to find it after many days and the catch
word is ‘after many days.’ If you cast the results of your dreams
far and wide, your courts will expand without limitations. Look at
the low and the mighty equally as potential customers or

Chose to make poverty a motivating factor and
the art of making money the goal. Think of money as the guarantee
from people of what you have in knowledge and real assets. Look for
every opportunity you can get to make yourself credible and known
for any future work responsibilities.

There are lots of opportunities out there
that enter your space through the ‘window in rugs’ and vacate your
space through the door in suits with someone else just because you
ignored.

An African story called ‘Bahati ya Mtende’ is
told illustrating how opportunities can play you around. The word
‘Bahati’ is luck. Now Mtende was a young man who went to look for a
job and the only job he found
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