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JEREMY STRONG once worked in a bakery, putting the jam into three thousand doughnuts every night. Now he puts the jam in stories instead, which he finds much more exciting. At the age of three, he fell out of a first-floor bedroom window and landed on his head. His mother says that this damaged him for the rest of his life and refuses to take any responsibility. He loves writing stories because he says it is ‘the only time you alone have complete control and can make anything happen’. His ambition is to make you laugh (or at least snuffle). Jeremy Strong lives near Bath with his wife, Gillie, four cats and a flying cow.
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This is for all the 
amazing superheroes you 
can find in every class of 
every school
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Go, Dad, Go!

[image: image]

That’s the noise our teacher makes when we do something brilliant, like a perfect cartwheel.

‘He’s doing his nut,’ said Mia, who sits at our table.

‘No,’ grinned Big Feet Pete, ‘he’s doing his butternut!’

We fell about laughing because that’s our teacher’s name – Mr Butternut. (Except when he’s cross with us and then we call him Horrible Hairy Face because of his beard.)
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In case you are wondering who Big Feet Pete is, I will tell you. He is my best friend ever. He lives next door to me and he’s got feet as big as surfboards AND, guess what? He’s in love with Mia. Ha ha! I bet they get married. (And they’re only nine!)

[image: image]

And now I will tell you why Mr Butternut was so excited. It was because our friend Cameron had just jumped from – which is a very long way indeed.
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I bet Cameron could jump as far as Saturn if he wanted to. He is very good at jumping because he’s as tall and lanky as … um … er … a tall lanky thing.

Anyhow, long legs must be very useful if you are doing the long jump. I bet if you had short legs you could only do the short jump. There should be a competition for who can do the shortest jump. I bet I could do a millimetre, which is about as wide as the full stop at the end of this line. This is a drawing of me jumping a millimetre.
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See? I jumped such a short way you didn’t even see me move, did you? I’m pretty good at drawing. The other kids in class call me Cartoon Kid because I draw all the time. (Even when I’m not supposed to – hee hee!) I like drawing my friends, especially my biggest best friend ever, Pete. He has a humongous nose, as well as those mega-sized feet! I’ve got lots of friends and they are ALL superheroes because that’s what our teacher, Mr Butternut, told us when we joined his class. He jumped on to his desk and yelled –


[image: image]

That Mr Butternut is pretty cool, I think.

Anyhow, Pete and I invented superhero names for most of the class. That’s why I’m Cartoon Kid and my friend Pete is Big Feet Pete. Mia is Curly-Wurly-Girly because she has THE MOST curly hair.
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She looks as if a giant plate of spaghetti has fallen on her head. And Cameron – the tall boy with the long legs who had just jumped from
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– is called Big Friendly Cameron or the BFC, because he’s big and friendly, like the Big Friendly Giant, only he’s Cameron. Obviously. Cameron is friendly to everything. He even hugs trees. And lamp posts. He hugged one of the dinner ladies once. She was so astonished she screamed and almost fainted from the shock. She had to go home early to recover.
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Mr Butternut was mightily pleased when Cameron jumped all that way. That is because we have Sports Day coming up and everyone is practising like crazy. There are people jumping all over the place and running everywhere. It’s like the school has been taken over by hundreds of giant rabbits. Jump jumpity jump. Hop hippity hop. Run bunnity run.

[image: image]

I’m in the obstacle race. We do it in teams and I’m with Pete, Mia and Lucy. Lucy has ginormous braces on her teeth that make her lisp. We call her The Mighty Munch and she’s amazing at gym. She can do backflips without getting dizzy. The last time I tried to do a backflip I crashed into Pete and gave him a nosebleed. He wasn’t very pleased.

Anyhow, at breaktimes we’ve been practising doing obstacle races in the playground. You have to clamber up to the top of the climbing frame and down the other side, scrabble under the bench nearby, race round the teacher on playground duty, leap across the school pond and scoot back to the start as quickly as you can. Then the next person goes.
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It’s good fun – or at least it was good fun until Masher McNee caught sight of us. Masher’s got a gang called the Monster Mob and he looks like a bulldozer on legs. He behaves like one too. He even makes bulldozery noises.
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‘What are you doing?’ Masher demanded.

‘Playing,’ I said.

‘Playing what?’

‘Playing playing,’ I said.

Masher drilled me with his dull eyes. ‘That’s stupid,’ he told me.

‘Yeah,’ I nodded, because you never argue with Masher unless you want to be mashed into the messiest mash ever by him and his Monster Mob.
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Bingo! He’d finally managed to work out the obvious. Then he began chuckling to himself. It wasn’t a nice chuckle. It was a sort of hurr-hurr-hurrr laugh, a sneaky laugh, a THREATENING laugh.

‘Hurr-hurr! Practising won’t do you any good cos you’re all a bunch of wimps. We’re going to win everything.’

Mia stepped forward. ‘You can’t win the parents’ and teachers’ race because that’s only for parents and teachers,’ she pointed out.

‘That’s what you think, spaghetti-head, hurr-hurr-hurrr. We’ve got plans.’ And he went sloping off and the Monster Mob sloped off after him, with their shoulders all hunched up like vultures waiting to pounce on something. That Masher McNee is BAD NEWS.

We looked at each other. What did he mean? What sort of plans did he have? Then the bell went for the end of break. We went back to class and soon forgot all about it because Mr Butternut asked us if we had ever heard of someone called Jesse Owens.
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Well, we all sat there looking completely dumb because of course we hadn’t heard a peep – except for Sarah Sitterbout. She knows EVERYTHING. I don’t understand how Sarah Sitterbout’s brain fits inside her head. Maybe she spreads bits of her enormous brain round her body.
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So Sarah shoved her hand in the air and told us all about Jesse Owens, and Mr Butternut grinned and said that was just how it was and that Jesse Owens was one of his heroes. And then Pete stuck up his hand and asked if that meant Jesse Owens was a superhero like us, and Mr Butternut did that mad thing he does sometimes and he made ALL of us jump on to our desks and shout out –
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After school Pete and I went home together. We have to go home together because we live next door to each other. Also, it’s because Pete spends more time in our house than his own. That’s because he’s trying to avoid Uncle Boring.

Uncle Boring is not Pete’s uncle at all – he’s Pete’s mum’s boyfriend. His name is Derek and I have to tell you he is the most boring person in the WHOLE WIDE WORLD. He is always telling Pete what to do, or talking about buses he’s been on, or hats he likes.
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So Pete came to my house and we went upstairs to my room. I got my pet chameleon out of his tank and we all stared at each other. Chameleons are very good at staring because they’ve got bulgy eyes and they can look in TWO different directions at
















































































































PUFFIN BOOKS

Published by the Penguin Group

Penguin Books Ltd, 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL, England

Penguin Group (USA) Inc., 375 Hudson Street, New York, New York 10014, USA

Penguin Group (Canada), 90 Eglinton Avenue East, Suite 700, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4P 2Y3 
(a division of Pearson Penguin Canada Inc.)

Penguin Ireland, 25 St Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2, Ireland (a division of Penguin Books Ltd)

Penguin Group (Australia), 250 Camberwell Road, Camberwell, Victoria 3124, Australia 
(a division of Pearson Australia Group Pty Ltd)

Penguin Books India Pvt Ltd, 11 Community Centre, Panchsheel Park, New Delhi – 110 017, India

Penguin Group (NZ), 67 Apollo Drive, Rosedale, Auckland 0632, New Zealand 
(a division of Pearson New Zealand Ltd)

Penguin Books (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd, 24 Sturdee Avenue, Rosebank, Johannesburg 2196, South Africa

Penguin Books Ltd, Registered Offices: 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL, England

puffinbooks.com

First published 2012

Text copyright © Jeremy Strong, 2012

Illustrations copyright © Steve May, 2012

Cover Illustration by Steve May

All rights reserved

The moral right of the author and illustrator has been asserted

Except in the United States of America, this book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent, re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher’s prior consent in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser

ISBN: 978-0-14-197141-4

OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_012_IMGX.png





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_026_IMGX.png
RED BUSES ARE BETTER
THAN BLUE BUSES. ALWAYS
WEAR A HAT IN CASE A BIRD
PODS ON YOU. BLAH BLAH
BORING BLAH





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_018_IMGX.png
ﬁj‘iﬁﬁw
7





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_023_IMGX.png
SARAH SITTERBOUT'S
BIT ABOUT JESSE OWENS

Jesse Owens was an
American athlete.
He went to the 1936
Olywpic Games in
Germany. Germany's
leader, Hitler,
expected his athletes to
win everything, bot Jesse Owens won FOUR
3eld medals at roming and the |on3 Jomp and
that made Hitler so cross he probably went
cross-eyed and exploded
/2 becavse Hitler was a
Mr Stopido and didn’t
like black people.

M Srofivo






OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_015_IMGX.png





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_007_IMGX.png





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_009_IMGX.png





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_020_IMGX.png





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_003_IMGX.png





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_006_IMGX.jpg
M AFRAID IT°5 A
SECRET, BUT - SHAHH -
1T GOT SOMETHING T0 DO

WITH SUPERHEROESI"






OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_011_IMGX.png





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_014_IMGX.png





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_009a_IMGX.png
Y583863[





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_008_IMGX.png





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_020a_IMGX.png
BRRRRR-GRRRRR-
SKRRRKKK-YRRRGGG-

MEEYAAAH!





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_002_IMGX.png





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_002a_IMGX.png





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_019_IMGX.png





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_025_IMGX.png





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_022_IMGX.png
ION
S1;OK 4 REC“IPES

e
s

| mES. g

MATHS
CALCOLATOR





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_017_IMGX.png





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_021_IMGX.png





OPS/images/brand.jpg
)

PUFFIN





OPS/images/cover.jpg
IANYCNEICANIEENAYS UPER HER QI





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_010_IMGX.png





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_016_IMGX.png





OPS/images/9780141339948_CartoonKidStrikesBack_013_IMGX.png





