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      Rebecca Tremont lay in her bed on the fifteenth floor of her downtown Houston condo.

      “Drink some water, Ms. Rebecca.” Kristie bent a straw and held a glass near Rebecca’s lips. Rebecca drank dutifully, then closed her eyes.

      So tired.

      “Look. Ms. Rebecca,” Kristie said. “The fireworks have started.”

      Rebecca had seen the Houston Astros Friday night fireworks a hundred times. She and her husband, Mani, would sit outside on their balcony, with a bottle of wine and watch the fireworks. They considered it their private fireworks show.

      Sometimes they even walked down to the stadium to watch the game in person.

      Rebecca listened to the distant pop of the fireworks, letting the memories wash over her.

      Memories were all she had left of her life with Mani. Mani had passed away eleven years ago and she still missed him with every fiber of her being.

      At ninety-four years old—nearly one hundred—Rebecca had lots of memories.

      With failing eyesight, she often thought memories were all she had left.

      Kristie adjusted the warm wool blanket around her and clicked up the heat on the electric controller. Rebecca hadn’t realized she had been shivering.

      Kristie chatted, mostly about how pretty the fireworks were, as she moved about the room, folding towels, straightening the items on Rebecca’s dresser, refilling her water pitcher with water and ice from an ice maker on the counter in the kitchen.

      Since Rebecca could no longer stand up and leave her bed, she counted on caregivers like Kristie to take care of things.

      It was hard, being reliant on others, but she was just so tired.

      Humming to herself, Kristie went to stand at the window. The apartments in the building across the street usually had their shades open. It was almost impossible not to watch when there were neighbors moving around over there, going about their lives.

      Rebecca remembered when they had built the apartments. She and Mani had watched the cranes. An engineer, Mani had explained how it all worked. Rebecca knew more about building high rises than she ever needed to know.

      “There’s a girl over there,” Kristie said. “She’s dancing like a ballerina.”

      Rebecca opened her eyes, but she couldn’t see anything other than darkness.

      Of course it was dark, she had asked Kristie to keep the lights off. Light hurt Rebecca’s eyes.

      Rebecca licked her lips and cleared her throat.

      “What does she look like?”

      Kristie glanced over her shoulder.

      “She’s tall and slim. She’s twirling in a circle on one foot with her hands over her head.”

      A pirouette.

      Rebecca remembered the first time she had tried to do a pirouette. It had been a most unnatural movement, but she had quickly gotten the hang of it until it was second nature.

      She closed her eyes again and imagined herself pirouetting around her own apartment. She’d felt free, like a bird, as she’d floated around her living room, her little sofa and coffee table shoved against the wall.

      She hadn’t had much at the time, but there had been better days to come.

      Much better days.

      “She’s so pretty,” Kristie said. “Long blonde hair pulled up into a ponytail. A pink ribbon tied into a bow falling down her back.”

      She sounds familiar, but the words didn’t actually come out.

      That happened sometimes. It was such an effort to speak. When she was tired like this, she reserved her words for things like “thirsty” and “hungry.” Most of the time, though, she simply had nothing to say.

      She must have drifted off to sleep.

      “It’s time for me to go now,” Kristie said. “I’ll see you tomorrow Ms. Rebecca.”

      “Good night,” Rebecca said, opening one eye just a crack. It was morning now.

      It didn’t matter. She couldn’t get up anyway. She couldn’t read with her eyes being like they were and it was too much trouble to watch television. So she relied upon her caregivers to entertain her, such as it was.

      Then she remembered. She did have something to look forward to. Tomorrow. Tomorrow her daughter was coming to visit. She hadn’t seen her since her birthday two months ago. Or was it three? She had trouble remembering. The days and weeks ran together until they were simply a blur.

      It didn’t matter. She moved her feet, standing on her toes, doing a pirouette in her head.

      “Take this, Ms. Rebecca. It will help settle your nerves. Keep your legs from being so restless.”

      My legs aren’t restless. But the words weren’t out loud and she took the medication someone handed her.
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