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Welcome to The Auroras & Blossoms NaPoWriMo Anthology: 2020 Edition, containing inspirational poetry written by some incredibly talented authors throughout the month of April 2020.

Cendrine and I have been active participants in NaPoWriMo (National Poetry Month) for several years in a row now. We are always extremely excited to read all of the stunning poetry that is produced over this energetic period of creative endeavour. To write a poem every single day is no easy task, yet many poets manage to do it with wit, charm, integrity, style, and beautiful wordplay time and time again.

What happens after the month is finished, though? After April comes a time of deep reflection and appreciation for what has been previously written. We can finally take a step back to enjoy our poems as readers and marvel at the writers we have become.

I’m sure within this collection you will find many new unique poems that will instantly become your favourites. We have been very careful to pick only the most inspirational and positive pieces that we could find.

The results are nothing less than breathtaking and speak for themselves.

Join us on our epic uplifting journey. We look forward to celebrating future National Poetry Months in the same way that we have done with this one – giving them a place in both our hearts and our minds for many years to come!

Kent, UK, May 20, 2020

David Ellis – Co-founder / Co-editor of Auroras & Blossoms Poetry Journal
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When David Ellis and I announced our call for submissions for The Auroras & Blossoms NaPoWriMo Anthology: 2020 Edition in April 2020, we did not know what to expect. After all, with the Coronavirus pandemic in full flight and people in many countries having to stop working and stay home, sometimes in complete isolation, it was hard to predict what would happen.

From the first day of our call for submissions to its last, we received an incredible number of diverse poems. Some mentioned the Coronavirus, while others went in completely different directions altogether. But more importantly, the works we received provided a heartwarming outlook on the world. I cherish the wisdom that all these poems contain. 

The Auroras & Blossoms NaPoWriMo Anthology: 2020 Edition features the work of 38 talented poets who understand how poetry can be used to uplift the mind. Each piece gives us an opportunity to see life as greater than the sum of its parts. 

Life is an exciting journey, no matter what it throws at us. 

I hope you will enjoy reading the poetry in this book as much as I have.

Winnipeg, Canada, May 20, 2020

Cendrine Marrouat - Co-founder / Co-editor of Auroras & Blossoms Poetry Journal
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we are family - Donna Allard
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the plate of food has been sitting on the table so long flies 

are buzzing about it, the pot of flowers are pale against the 

evening sun’d nightgown of orange and red, you let the dog out 

leaned against the doorway scraping your sandal against the 

blackened footpath to your street. 
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it is your birth anniversary and you are alone all alone at 70

children took flight around the planet, your wife passed years ago

and here you lean into life and out of it. 
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there is a noise at the street, police & others gather at your gate,

the backyard dog barks, you decide to see what the fuss was about.

out behind their covid masks a choir of sorts shout Happy Birthday!

puzzled & curious you slowly approach with the little bit of light within you. 
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six strangers hold up a candled cake, you walk away saying I don’t understand

and explain to the strangers about his wife & children as he takes out a kerchief for 

his tear-filled eyes he hears...
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“we are your family

son daughter

brother uncle

aunt old friends
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we are family

son daughter

brother uncle

aunt old friends”
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they hand him a knife to cut the birthday cake as his tears put out the candled flames
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Sunny Side Up - Chandni Asnani


[image: ]


Make the most of each day,

Smile at the birds chirping by.

Be grateful for all you have got,

Let love and hope decorate your life.
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Help those who are in need,

And a million blessings, you will find!

Keep spreading smiles all along,

Hold no grudges, be gentle and kind.

Strive to excel and reach the top, but,

Also relax and doze off like a pup.

Remember to live life, sunny side up!
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The world might be a ruddy red rose,

With thorns piercing from every pore,

Just keep your eyes on the roses, friend,

And the thorns won’t prick so badly anymore.
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Memories stay when people go,

Years hop along, and time flies,

Some days are vibrant rainbows,

Some days are charcoal skies.

All brewed together into life’s cup,

Form a brilliant concoction,

Let’s live each day, sunny side up!
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A Review of Wonderment - Maria L. Berg
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At first glance, it can be confusing

a little bit scary

the rush of heightened perception

opening the senses to floods of emotion

when facing the tremendous unknown
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The impressive beauty of discovery

sparking the creative mind to

sort through the behemoth array

of memories and form

new associations

each texture astronomical

each smell pythonic
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In moments of wonderment

it becomes easy to sit peacefully

without imposing hurry

and enjoy each herculean sight
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I applaud wonderment

its mighty perseverance

its elephantine stubbornness

and ability to always stay in front

of the latest trends and fads

––––––––
[image: ]


If I must find fault

it would be that sometimes

a sense of wonder can be too massive

overwhelming, even exhausting

but that is a warbly criticism

for sleep brings recovery

So bring on the wonderment

gigantic and colossal
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Highly recommended
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You Carry the Sun on Your Back - Jamie Brian
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You carry the sun on your back.

Even on the darkest of nights,

you set the room awash with light.
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In the bitter winds of winter,

we warm our hands by your fire

and melt in your laughter.

––––––––
[image: ]


When hope leaves us empty-handed,

we look to your glow to remember

the passion burning in our hearts.

––––––––
[image: ]


The greatest tragedy of all is that

you have helped us in so many ways,

yet you will never see your own light.
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We will show you: you are glorious.

You are backlit in amber, rising

above the fog.
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