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Preface

​It all began when I finally got a job after a long
stretch of time. Being eager to get a job, my search for employment
was not confined to the area where I was living. I sought jobs far
and wide. I got a job at a place I had never been before.

To relocate to the
place of work, the journey would take eight hours’ drive. In the
mountainous country of Norway, I knew that driving to my new place
of work would be challenging. This was not only because of the long
journey and the mountains, it was more so because I hadn’t been to
the place before. I didn’t know how to get there by road.

“Thanks to God,
there must be someone in the church who has been there before,” I
assured myself.

This book is
inspired by the experience I had as I started by seeking the
roadmap and as I drove, relocating to the new place. At the end of
the journey, as I reflected on the experience, God opened my
understanding to discover that there are lots of things to learn
from the road. The road lessons make it easy to understand and
relate the ways of God to our daily life. The experience was rich
enough to teach and motivate commitment in our journey with Christ.
I decided not to keep to myself this wealth of insight that was
graciously given to me, hence the birth of this book.

When it began, I
thought that “lesson from the road” was just about being keen on
checking the road signs, signboards and holding on to the “right”
road. It, however, turned out that there is a wealth of lessons in
the daily traffic experience that can help us understand the ways
of God in a more practical way. I later learnt that it was not only
the experience on that particular day but that traffic experience
has always had a lot to teach us in our Christian life and
journey.

******

About The Book

A guest speaker in
an interdenominational gathering shared his testimony and told
stories. He related his experience and the stories to the general
principles of the Bible. He finished without reading even a verse
from the Bible.

His testimony and
the way he related it to the things of God touched many lives. One
person wasn’t amused though: “How can he just tell stories and
finish without reading from the Word of God—not even one verse?” He
questioned.

The man’s
complaint missed one point: different people use different styles
and God uses them that way. Relating his experiences and the
stories he told to the Bible was one of the ways the Bible can be
made to apply in our lives in a practical way. A big part of what
comprises the Word of God itself are stories of people, experiences
and how they did or didn’t relate with God in their
circumstances—and the subsequent consequences.

This book is not
about the preacher I mentioned above and his style. It is about
seeing and hearing God in everyday experiences. One
group of people yearn to hear from God but are not willing to
listen, yet, we can’t hear God if we can’t listen to Him. Another
group desire to hear from God and they are willing to listen but
are unwilling to trust the Lord at His word. The voice of
God is louder and clearer to those that are not only yearning to
hear from Him but are also eager to be practically guided by His
voice.

This book is about
the voice of God in the traffic. It tells stories from the
road and relates them to what they teach in our spiritual journey.
And how I pray that these lessons will have a practical influence
in someone’s life!

It is written with
the knowledge that it was from the daily common experiences that
Jesus Himself drew lots of teachings. Just as it was then, so it is
today—our surroundings are rich with insights into spiritual
matters. The problem is that we often miss chances both to see and
hear.

The book amplifies
what God has been saying through the traffic and by so doing, it
gives a “second chance” to those of us who might not have listened
when “God spoke in the traffic”, on the one hand and on the other,
rouse our sensitivity and expectation so that next time we are in
the traffic, we may tell and listen when God is speaking.

I have quoted or
paraphrased Bible verses or stories as far as possible to help the
reader remember the case in the Bible. This is especially important
if one is reading at a place where one might not have a Bible.
Being a reader myself, I know that sometimes one may be reading as
one travels and one might not have a Bible readily available to
check how the story goes. In many occasions, I have wished that a
scriptural reference was followed by a quotation or paraphrase
especially when I couldn’t remember the Biblical case being
referred to. Nevertheless, some Biblical references are given
without corresponding quotations or paraphrase. This is to
encourage readers to countercheck and study the Bible for
themselves.

I hope that the
lessons highlighted in this book will not only challenge but also
help us reflect on and make a meaning out of the road-life to help
us in the journey of life and, not least, that we may choose to
follow the One who would take us to our final destination.

Ogweno Daniel

Skien, Norway

July, 2005 (2011).
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​Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

The way “home” is not
a highway.


Seeking the Way
to Heaven

​I once
listened to a preacher who was speaking about the difference
between religion generally and knowing Christ personally. He told a
story of a man who wanted to go to heaven but didn’t know how to
get there.

This man started
looking and searching for the way. He asked a number of people to
show him how to get to heaven. There were many people who claimed
to know the way but each time he tried to follow their directions,
he would realise that he was heading the wrong way. He would start
all over again but would still find out, sooner or later, that he
was heading “nowhere”.

At the end of it
all, he got disconcerted. Some of the directions were as hard to
remember as others were confusing. No one seemed to give him a
sure way to get to his destination. It was futile.

Look at it this
way: Let’s say you wanted to get to a place but you didn’t know
how. At the beginning you were so naive. You took the first person
that showed you the way at his word—you trusted the
directions he gave you. You didn’t give a careful thought about
it—you just took it face-valued. You, however, realised that the
person who gave you the direction didn’t direct you well. But this
was after some time. You had already wasted a lot of time and
energy. You decided to find out with others.

It didn’t get
better. One thing that you quickly became aware of was that there
were conflicting instructions from most of the people. When you
pointed out that there must be someone misleading you, some of them
insisted that it didn’t matter which way you took, you would still
end up where you were going—kind of alluding to “All roads lead to
Rome”.

Since you really
wanted to get to your destination, you didn’t lose hope and because
you didn’t want to make any mistakes again, you listened carefully
to each person who tried to show you the direction.

To guard against
being hoodwinked, you became judicious and analysed every bit of
information you were given. Some people told you that you could
only reach your destination if you drove along a highway.
These people told you that in the highway were many other people
and you only needed to follow them. You quickly realised that you
might not get to your destination by following the majority—they
might not be headed to where you are going.

As you thought
through the directions you were shown, you realised that though
some people insisted that you just have to drive along the
highway, by virtue of it giving a pleasant and unhindered
driving might not necessarily lead to your destination. In fact,
people who insist on driving along the highway without branching
always drive “past” home.

Let’s take a look
at two examples of the many directions you were given:

Drive straight
along this road. When you come to a
crossing, turn left. About 2 km from that junction, you will see
a red house on your right. Drive straight
ahead until you come to a big tree on
your left. The tree is unique—you can’t miss it. After the tree,
drive past three crossings on your right
then turn to the next one. After a short while, you will come to
a big farm. There is a turning to the
left just after the farm. If you see a yellow
house on your left then you must turn back. It would be a
sign that you missed the turning.

You decided that
you wouldn’t allow anyone to trick you. You asked the person who
gave you this direction if he had been to the place. He owned up
and told you that he had never been there. He just told you what he
was also told by someone else who claimed to know the way. You
looked for the person the man was talking about. When you got him,
he also confessed that he had not personally been there but
insisted that the direction they described would take you to your
destination. He told you that the description you had been given
was handed over to them by a “trusted” guide some years back.
According to him, the guide couldn’t lie, whatsoever.

You tried to find
out if they verified and scrutinised whatever the guide told them.
They never did. You quickly realised that these people were either
following blindly or possibly indoctrinated. You began to find out
with people who were adherents to other competing “directions”.
Each group also solemnly claimed to be following behind an
“infallible” guide.

You decided to do
some research about these “trusted” and “infallible” personalities.
Your findings revealed that some of the so-called “trusted” and
“infallible” personalities were able to convince people out of
rhetoric and a sense of conviction. Many people mistook this for
truth. When one looked like he knew what he was talking about and
backed it with charisma and oratorical skills, people would fall
for whatever he was championing and take him to be trustworthy.

Because you were
no longer naive, you sat down and looked at the description of the
way. You found out that it wouldn’t be difficult even for a
casual inquiry to find loopholes in most of the “descriptions of
the way”—unless of course one took things for granted. These were
the reasons:

There can be a
possibility that a new family bought the red house. They might not
have liked the red paint a result of which they might have painted
it yellow, for example. If you were looking for the direction using
a red house, chances of missing the way would be high. The point of
reference you were given was not constant.


People who insist on
driving along a highway without branching always drive “past”
home.


About the big
tree, you realised that this was a relative phrase. You might come
to a tree thinking that it was the biggest around there yet there
might still be an even bigger one ahead. And this wasn’t enough.
However big a tree is, it can be got rid of either by being cut
down or uprooted by wind or burnt down by lightning, etc.
Therefore, anyone depending on trees for directions stands a high
risk of missing the way.

There might be a
new road constructed amongst the initial three junctions. This
means that you could turn into the third crossing when you were
supposed to turn into the forth one. Again there was no guarantee
that you would get the right turning if you were to depend on
directions given by someone who hadn’t been there before, leave
alone being there recently to know the “latest geographical and
infrastructural developments”.

Just like the big
tree, a big farm was also relative. Moreover, there could be human
settlements eating into the portions of the once a “big farm”. And
finally, the yellow house might not remain yellow forever. If the
farm size changed or if your estimation of the farm didn’t qualify
it to be a big one, and it also happened that the house was no
longer yellow, you could miss your way and drive wide and wild.

The conclusion is
that the above direction is faulty and may not take you to where
you intended to go. Good direction needs “constant points of
reference”. This is very important.


“I Am Going
There, Would You Like to Come With Me?”

​Let’s look at the second
direction: You walk to a man and ask him for direction. The man
tells you that he knows a person who has personally been where you
want to go. He points you to the person. You go to this person and
ask him how to get to the place you wanted to go to. Instead of
telling you about red houses and big trees; about big farms,
highways, left and right turns, etc., he tells you that the
way to your destination is so complicated you have no chance of
getting there simply by the directions people give you.

Contrary to the
popular thought, the road is not a highway—it is not obvious. You
will be forced to branch off the highway and turn into a path that
doesn’t look like it is leading to a city.

Just after he has
discouraged you enough to lose hope, you begin to wonder if this
man is really of any help and you feel like giving up.

You bury your head
in your hands in despair but just before you think of what next, he
tells you, “I am from there and I am going back there, would you
like to come with me?” If this is the case would you still go your
way to find out how to get to where you wanted to go? Wouldn’t you
breathe a deep sigh of relief? You have finally got the person who
is from there. Now you wouldn’t struggle alone. He will lead and
guide you.

I remember one
time I was on my way to visit a brother who was living in another
city. He had directed me on how to get to a church where we would
attend a Sunday Service together before proceeding to his house. It
sounded simple and manageable. But this was until I faced the
practicals of the direction he gave me.

I reached the city
in good time to attend the church service but I kept on missing the
way and wasted about two hours in the process, driving in and out
of the city. There was just one “hidden” branching that I kept on
missing. If I had got it, it was hardly five minutes’ drive to the
church.

The problem was
that one of the points of reference I was given was a round-about
“near” a gas-station. There were many round-abouts “near”
gas-stations around there. Because this was not only a busy road
but also a highway, each time I missed the right turn, I would have
to drive a good stretch to get where to turn. Most of the time I
would turn after going out of the city a result of which I made
multiple entries into the city, each time paying road tolls afresh.
It was becoming too expensive both in terms of time and money.

Finally, I had had
enough of “turn lefts”, “turn rights”, “round-abouts”,
“gas-stations”, etc. I had paid more than enough tolls and
wasted more than enough fuel for the day. I stopped at a point and
rung my brother—thanks to mobile phones. We agreed that he would
come and get me. The distance from where I was and the church was
so short my brother just walked over to where I was waiting. When
he came, getting to the church was no longer “impossible”.
Unfortunately though, the Service was just ending.

Many people are
very close to the way that would lead them to God but they are
allowing themselves to be confused by the swarms of runny and
malleable points of references and seducing dogmas. Meanwhile they
waste lots of resources, time and energy but never come to the
realisation of a “destination”—inward fulfilment, satisfaction and
peace that results when one finds the way (John 14:1, 27; Philipp.
4:7).

The person who
would lead us in the road of faith is Jesus Christ, the Son of the
Living God. He was from heaven (John 1:1-4) and He came to show the
way (John 14:2-6). Though He left physically, He is also a
spiritual Personality—not limited in any way. He lives in us by His
Spirit and He directs us from within. Well before His return to
heaven, Jesus prepared His disciples about His imminent departure.
One of the things He said was, “And I will ask the Father, and he
will give you another Counsellor to be with you forever—the Spirit
of truth… I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you”
(John 14:16-18).

In the Old
Testament, this is how prophet Isaiah put it: “Whether you turn to
the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind
you, saying, ‘This is the way; walk in it’” (Is.
30:21—italics for emphasis). Thank God that this voice that we
could hear from behind us is now from within us.

Those who are
guided by the Spirit of Christ can be led to turn into narrow paths
that don’t seem to lead “anywhere” but they would follow. The road
of life is not a highway and it is very easy to miss it
repeatedly.

A friend of mine,
originally from one of the “underdeveloped” parts of the world,
told me how he got disappointed one time he was driving to a
capital city of a certain “developed” country. He had thought that
all roads in the Developed World were wide and smooth. That a road
to the capital city in a developed country might be as narrow as
the one he experienced was a big surprise. At some points, two
vehicles couldn’t bypass each other. One vehicle had to wait at or
reverse to a slightly widened part of the road to allow the passage
of an oncoming vehicle. I asked him how the narrow road compared to
the city. In other words, was he also disappointed when he finally
reached the city? He said that the city was such a magnificent one.
He would have made a mistake to prejudge the city based on his
experience of the road—nearly a hundred kilometres away from the
city.

On a long journey
headed for a great city, the road may not always be smooth. Some
parts may be so narrow and bumpy, you might think that it is not
the road to lead to a great city. In the same way, the road to
eternal life may not be as gleaming as the eternal city of God will
turn out to be. When we finally get there, we would be “surprised”
that the rough road we travelled was actually destined to such a
magnificent city. The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 4:17, “For our
light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory
that far outweighs them all”.


The person who would
lead us in the road of faith is Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living
God. He was from heaven… and He came to show the way …


Our route may be
rough and narrow; we may meet discouraging difficulties and at
times, we may even be forced to wait or even retreat along the way
because we cannot figure out how to advance. But when we finally
get to the city, we will not be disappointed. We will be glad we
travelled the rough road (see 1 Corinthians 2:9).


Scrutinising
the Road of Faith

​
Many people take it for granted when it comes to the road of faith.
Failing to scrutinise one’s faith is like one finding himself on a
road and just drives along it without establishing if it would take
him to his desired destination. Or, they would genuinely seek the
way of faith but fail to “test” the instructions given to them by
the person they happened to meet first.

Just like the case
of finding out the physical direction to a geographical location,
it wouldn’t be wise to begin with a notion that it doesn’t matter
which road one takes. “All roads lead to Rome” is extremely faulty
in our attempts to get to a particular place. It is even faultier
in matters of faith (see John 14:6).

Say for example
that you have come to the realisation of the religious confusion in
our times. Like a person who would first verify the directions he
is given before he hits the road, you decide to verify the
religious directions. As you go researching, you get some of the
convictions below from different people:

I believe what
I believe because it is the faith of my parents, says one of
the people you talked with as he strongly implies that his parents
can’t be wrong.

You ask the person
if he has taken the pain to ever verify the faith of his parents
against the other faiths on offer. The person tells you that he
hasn’t because there is no need. Really!

Our faith is
based on the revelations that God Himself gave directly to a
prophet who wrote them down and passed them over to us—this can’t
be wrong, says another person.

You ask her if she
is aware that there are other groups whose faiths are based on
doctrines exactly the opposite of the “revelations” that was handed
to their prophet. The interesting thing is that these other groups
also claim that they have prophets whom God spoke to directly and
gave another body of revelations which can be trusted. She answers
that the prophet is trustworthy—there is completely no room to
doubt the prophet. Really! At this point, though things seem to
settle on philosophical concerns of truth, which in the final
analysis may not help the faith, you realise that the questions are
practical and thought-provoking enough to challenge and probably
change your religious affiliation.

In your research,
you came to find out that many people mistook what looked familiar
and the tradition of their beliefs to guarantee the truth—the
“right way”. Another thing that stood out clearly is that most of
the so-called “trusted religious guides” or leaders were able to
sway people with their charisma yet they would fail the test of
scriptural steadfastness. Their life didn’t practically reflect the
teachings of the Bible (Matt. 7:16-20). It turned out that many
people fall for charismatic “hypnotism” instead of character
assessment to establish consistency with God’s Word and His
attributes.

You may come to a
conclusion that all other religious leaders and those who through
time have posed to point people to the ultimate “road” leading them
to God have been using pliant and malleable reference points.

I noted earlier,
regarding the physical roads, that a good direction needs
“constant, fixed points of reference”. It is the same story when it
comes to matters of faith. The Bible says, “Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday and today and forever” (Heb. 13:8—Italics for
emphasis). In other words, Jesus is the “constant point of
reference”. And in 2 Timothy 2:19a, the Bible says, “Nevertheless,
God’s solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription:
‘The Lord knows those who are his’ …”


It turned out that many
people fall for charismatic “hypnotism” instead of character
assessment to establish consistency with God’s Word and His
attributes.


Anybody who gives
you direction on how to get to God must refer you to Jesus. At this
point, people from other faiths may want to contend. What I have
discussed above about people’s unscrutinised adherence to different
faiths attests to an insecure foundation of faith. The point is
that just like a big tree can be got rid of despite its size, so it
is with any other religious leader—a human being. When someone
dies, all that he can do comes to an end. People may cling to the
doctrines he taught but the truth is that their death in itself is
a sign that they are not only “movable” but also “removable” points
of reference. Jesus, on the other hand, is neither movable
nor removable. He is the constant point of reference that
will never be got rid of. When He was cut down and His
enemies thought He was done with, He rose back to life and proved
that He is constant. People have tried to paint different images
about Him but He remains Who He Is.


Left to Find
Their Own Way

​The Bible
records many cases of people who found the way but later left to
find their “own way”. They had come to the One who would guide them
along the road of life to a far much higher life but they left.

There was a man
who went and asked Christ about the road to eternal life. He had
come to the Right Person (Matt. 19:16-26). The story shows that
coming to the right person is not the end of the story. We must
remain with Him regardless of the difficulties.

The conversation
that ensued between the rich man and Jesus shows what looked like a
real discouragement to the man. There was an altar in his heart for
material riches. Jesus saw it and wanted to revolutionise his life,
taking away the false security of wealth and replacing it with a
sure security that results from reconciliation with the Living
God.

The end was that
the man walked away. Jesus commented about his departure that it is
easier for a camel to go through an eye of a needle than a rich man
to enter the kingdom of God. This comment greatly alarmed the
disciples. They noted the difficulty involved in travelling the
road of salvation. They asked Jesus, “Who then can be saved?”
(v.25). They were right to ask this. Salvation is impossible
without Jesus. He assured them that all things were possible with
God.

In another story,
the Bible records about some disciples who stopped following Jesus
because He had taught something unpalatable (John 6:47-66). The
bottom line wasn’t because what Jesus talked about was unpalatable,
it was, however, because they never understood what He was talking
about and they never hanged around long enough to find out. But to
those who stuck with Him, He later said, “… But take heart! I have
overcome the world” (John 16:33).

There is a lot to
learn from the traffic and road experience in relation to Christian
living. The introduction I have given is just but a starting
point.


Just like the case of
finding out the physical direction to a geographical location, it
wouldn’t be wise to begin with a notion that it doesn’t matter
which road one takes.


Reflections and
Questions to
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