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3 of Cups

Alone in the tarot reading room, Alice shuffled the special deck. She cut it and set it down. She drew the top card as she heard her aunt leading a client to the room. Alice turned and left the room. She was on the stairs when they entered the tarot reading room.

She walked upstairs and into her room. She sat down at her desk. She set the 3 of Cups card down and quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She could see the special deck was getting bigger on her desk. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She took notes while listening to the music Eliot was playing in the greenhouse.

She smiled and lost track of time until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice blinked and set down her pen. She stood up and walked downstairs. She walked into the kitchen and waited. The music stopped and Eliot entered the kitchen. He set the table and stood by.

He took her hand and she accepted.

Without turning her head, Madeline asked, “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “3 of Cups.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is a happy solution to a problem, joy and dancing and healing of the soul. It can be victory, solace, or a partial fulfillment or a compromise. It has everything to do with well being, relief, recovery, improvement, refinement, advantage, luck, union, friendship, celebrations and a circle of support.”

Madeline nodded. “And what is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is burning out on pleasure. It’s an excess in recreation and an inability to find new diversions. It can be decadence, loss of respect, or inadvertent or malicious exploitation.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card today.”

Alice smiled as she let go of Eliot’s hand to get drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down together and started eating.

Eliot asked, “So, what’s the card going to be tomorrow?”

Alice shrugged. “I never know until I go to the tarot reading room in the morning.”

He smiled. “I see. So, the orders look as if they have stabilized. I’m sure we can handle them today.”

Alice said, “Good.”

When they finished eating, Madeline left to deal with more clients. Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen. Then they went to the greenhouse to take care of the orders for the day. He pulled them up on the big screen and turned on music.

They got right to work. He had finished the herbs for the day and so he set up boxes and printed labels for each order. He attached the labels and packed his part of the orders. Then he checked to see what she would have to craft to complete the orders. He made notes of which plants she would need to complete her orders for the day and also for their back stock.

He grabbed his tools and went in search of the plants. Klio and Klia walked into the greenhouse to see what Alice was doing. They checked out everything. Some neighborhood cats were just outside. Klio and Klia talked to the cats outside. The outside cats answered them. She laughed at their antics.

She soon finished crafting for the big orders. She packed up the items and sealed the boxes just as the delivery person arrive.

The delivery person accepted each box and put them on their vehicle. “I didn’t know you had cats.”

Alice said, “We just got them and they are taking over the house.”

The delivery person laughed. “They are adorable.” They left.

Eliot came back into the greenhouse with the plant material he needed. He wasted no time processing them, labeling them and placing them on the shelf. Alice crafted more for their back stock. A few clients came and went. Even Madeline came in a few times for her clients.

It wasn’t long before the young elves were cleaning up the greenhouse. They sang off key and the cats watched them and also the coming and goings of those outside of the windows. Soon, Alice and Eliot were dancing in the greenhouse. Klio and Klia purred loudly.

He said, “We still have cake left that your aunt baked us.”

She said, “We should have some then.”

They danced out of the greenhouse and into the kitchen. Madeline saw them in the hallway and shook her head with a smile on her face. She was on her way to her room for a nap. The young elves let go of each other and got out the cake. They cut big slices and sat down at the table to eat it.

They had their cake and ate it too. When they were done, they put the dishes in the sink. They rinsed them and went to clean other rooms in the house. They didn’t worry about making much noise. They played music and cleaned the living room and the entryway. Then they went to clean their rooms. Finally, they cleaned the attic.

The cats roamed all over the house and knew what the young elves were up to. They had no worries living in this house. Both Klio and Klia agreed it was much better than living on the street and in the shelter. They had found a home they could feel safe in.

They weren’t sure of who they were to deter from the house, but figured whoever it was would show up sooner or later. They celebrated their new home by playing and wrestling with each other. They knew where to find their litter boxes and their food. They also knew to just use their cat tree for clawing.

They walked into their room and discovered something new. The room hadn’t changed. But there were some little things in it that weren’t there before. Klio and Klia checked out the new little things and discovered something wonderful. They were toys they could destroy and no one would mind.

Alice said, “Eliot, Klio and Klia like their toys.”

Eliot looked into the room. “Good. I guess we knew what they wanted.”

She laughed. “I guess they just needed some little things they could destroy without driving my aunt nuts.”

He laughed. “I’m glad they like them. We can afford to get them more once they are done with those.”

Klio and Klia meowed their approval. The young elves walked in and petted the cats who purred loudly. Then Eliot cleaned their litter boxes and Alice gave them more food and water.

The elves danced around the room and the cats jumped around and attacked their toys and cat tree. No one worried about anything. They just celebrated their success and each other.

Madeline got up and opened her door. She heard the music and some noise coming from the cats’ room. She walked to the doorway and looked inside. She laughed at the cats and the young elves. She was greeted with smiles and gentle meowing.

The elder elf blinked. “This is quite the sight to be greeted by after my nap. At first I wondered what the noise was. I now see it was just the cats jumping on their cat tree.”

The cats meowed some more.

Madeline smiled. “Alright, Klio and Klia, you are charming me. I wonder why I wouldn’t let cats into my house before.”

Alice and Eliot laughed.

Alice said, “You like your order so well.”

Madeline nodded. “I know. Yet, this room seems fine to me with its chaos.”

The cats rubbed their heads around the elder elf’s legs. She petted them.

Madeline looked back to her niece and Eliot. “Alright, I’m cooking dinner.” She turned and walked downstairs.

Alice and Eliot smiled and kept dancing a little bit longer. They kissed and the cats rubbed against their legs. The elves laughed and petted the cats. Then they all walked downstairs and into the kitchen. Eliot set the table and Alice got drinks. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone.

She even gave a little treat to the cats in their own bowls on the floor. Klio and Klia happily ate the little treats. The elves sat down and ate together.

Madeline asked, “So, Alice and Eliot, were you two celebrating today?”

The young elves laughed and nodded their heads.

Madeline smiled. “Well, I know the orders are good and plenty of people are happy with what you two craft. So, you have every right to celebrate.”

Alice said, “It’s not just the orders. It’s Klio and Klia too.”

“Meow!”

Eliot smiled. “Yes, we’re happy they are here too.”

Madeline smiled. “I am happy they are here too. I didn’t expect to say that about any cat.”

“Meow!”

The cats jumped on the table and wagged their tails. The elves laughed.

Madeline shook her head. “Well, this isn’t surprising. As long as you don’t steal our food, I’ll be okay with this.”

“Meow!”

Eliot wondered what more would be happening in this home he had found. He wondered if he should ask Alice to be his wife. He smiled and just thought about it for now. He was quite happy with her, but wanted more from her, if she was willing.

Alice was happy and wondered what was next for her and her housemates. She smiled and finished eating. Madeline finished eating and went to the tarot reading room with two cats following her. She got incense and went to the attic. The cats went with her.

Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen. Then they were back in each other’s arms.
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