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Chapter One: The Crimson Thread of Redemption
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From the very beginning, there has been a scarlet thread weaving through the pages of Scripture—a lifeline drenched in power, speaking of deliverance, covering, and protection. This is the power of the blood. It is not a mere theological symbol. No, this is divine ammunition. This is spiritual reality. When you grasp this truth, you don’t just attend church; you become the Church. You don’t just read the Word; you become a living testimony of it.

Adam and Eve fell. Sin entered. Shame covered them. But God, in His mercy, clothed them with skins. That first spill of blood on the ground wasn't just a footnote in history—it was a divine signpost. The blood was always God's answer to sin. Even in the garden. Even when we ran. Even when we hid. God responded with blood. Because without the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sins (Hebrews 9:22).

And so began the pattern. Blood would become the bridge between a holy God and a fallen people. Blood was the language of reconciliation. From Genesis, we see that the blood was never optional—it was essential.

When Cain and Abel brought their offerings to the Lord, Cain brought the fruit of the ground, while Abel brought the firstborn of his flock. And Scripture says, "The Lord respected Abel and his offering, but He did not respect Cain and his offering" (Genesis 4:4-5). Why? Because Cain brought what he worked for, while Abel brought what was slain. Blood speaks. Blood is the foundation of acceptable worship.

Even after Abel’s death, his blood cried out from the ground. It was a witness. It demanded justice. The earth heard it. Heaven heard it. And so did God. Blood is not silent.

Fast forward to Noah. After the flood, the very first thing Noah did was build an altar and offer burnt offerings. And the Lord smelled a soothing aroma (Genesis 8:20-21). Why? Because sacrifice brings peace. It releases covenant.

God then declared, "I will never again curse the ground for man’s sake." That promise was sealed by blood. Do you see the pattern? God honors blood. He responds to blood.

Abraham. The friend of God. The father of faith. His story is marked by obedience and covenant. But even Abraham could not step into the fullness of his promise without blood. In Genesis 15, God instructs Abraham to bring a heifer, a goat, a ram, a turtledove, and a pigeon. Abraham cuts them in two and lays them out. As the sun sets, a deep sleep falls upon him, and a smoking oven and burning torch pass between the pieces. That was God walking through the blood, sealing the covenant.

In Genesis 22, Abraham is tested. God tells him to sacrifice Isaac, his only son. Abraham obeys. But just before he lifts the knife, God provides a ram caught in the thicket. Again, blood. Substitution. Prophetic imagery. A shadow of the cross.

And this is where we learn the name: Jehovah Jireh. The Lord will provide.

The provision was blood. The substitute was blood. The miracle was blood.

We move to Jacob. He’s running from his brother. He lays his head on a stone and dreams of a ladder reaching into heaven. When he wakes up, he pours oil on that stone and declares, "Surely the Lord is in this place." But what we miss is that Jacob came from a bloodline of sacrifice. He was born into covenant. The God of Abraham and Isaac had made a blood oath. So even in a wilderness, Jacob encountered the divine. Not because of geography. But because of bloodline.

Later, when Jacob's sons betrayed Joseph and dipped his coat in blood, presenting it to their father as proof of death, it became a twisted echo of the truth. Blood tells stories. Blood carries testimony. Even when used deceptively, it evokes emotion, memory, judgment.

Enter Job. A man blameless and upright. He feared God and shunned evil. But here’s what we often overlook: Job regularly offered burnt sacrifices for his children, saying, "It may be that my sons have sinned and cursed God in their hearts" (Job 1:5). Job understood something many in our generation have forgotten. You can intercede with blood. You can protect your family with sacrifice.

The enemy could not touch Job without divine permission. And even then, the hedge was only lifted because there was a deeper revelation God wanted to bring forth. But make no mistake—Job was a man covered by blood.

Blood brings access. Blood secures favor. Blood builds altars.

Every altar in the Old Testament was consecrated with blood. Every visitation was preceded by sacrifice. Blood was the invitation. God responds to blood.

Even when Israel found themselves in Egypt, enslaved and afflicted, God did not initiate deliverance until blood was applied. The final plague was not broken by Moses’ staff or Aaron’s rod, but by the blood of the lamb. Every household that obeyed the instruction to kill a lamb and apply its blood on the doorpost was spared. Not because they were perfect. Not because they were without sin. But because they were under the blood.

The angel of death could not touch what the blood covered. The principle remains. The destroyer must pass over when the blood is present. This wasn’t just a rescue from Pharaoh. It was a divine revelation: salvation comes through blood.

And so, with blood-stained doorposts, they walked out of bondage. Not limping. Not begging. But with silver, gold, and divine favor.

Their journey had just begun, but it was sealed by blood.

Even in the wilderness, when they sinned and rebelled, Moses would intercede, and sacrifices would be made. The blood became a continual reminder of mercy. When the people grumbled and serpents bit them, healing came when they looked upon the bronze serpent—a foreshadowing of Christ—but don't forget, this was in the context of a covenant already established by blood.
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