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  Introduction

Welcome to Genealogy Simplified, a crash course in mapping your family tree from a practical perspective.

Genealogy is the study of your unique family history. It is a personal record of your heritage and ancestors. Such study uncovers where and when your ancestors were born, where they lived, who their children were, who they married and where they belong in relationship to you within your family tree. In case you are wondering just what a family tree is, it’s a hierarchy or traceable path through time back to your ancestors, where you originated from.

This book is designed to be utilized as a guide to getting you well under way to tracing your heritage and to help you discover family roots you may not know you had. You will learn the basics of how to begin gathering information, where to look, how to assemble a family tree as well as the do’s and do not’s about genealogy in a non-invasive understandable way.

When most people hear the term genealogy, they jump to conclusions telling themselves “it’s too difficult and complex.” But it does not have to be a daunting chore. Tracing your genealogy begins with you. It can be as easy or as difficult as you wish to make it and as brief or as detailed as you desire.

The more information you collect the better the success you will have in discovering your real ancestors. Sometimes ancestors are easily discovered while others may take you long periods of time to discover or for you to decide if you have the correct ancestor or not. The beauty in tracing family lineage is there are no deadlines. You can collect lots of information and take rest periods or collect tidbits continually throughout your lifetime.

Genealogy can be such a fun, exciting and rewarding experience. And sharing the information you gather with friends and family members will give you a feeling like no other. As you make new discoveries, the drive to discover more becomes very intense like adding fuel to a fire, at least this has been my experience.

In the midst of new discoveries comes times of frustration as well. Sometimes it is difficult to uncover new information and often pieces of the puzzle just do not fit together. This can prove frustrating but pressing on and persisting will inevitably lead to new historical information being uncovered and will eventually lead you down the correct path.

It is important to keep in mind as you are venturing into genealogy, that when learning how to go about uncovering members contained within your family, there is no concrete or set way to do so. The tools and principles you will learn in this book can be tailored and utilized in unique ways to meet your own individual needs.

Combining personal flair with your critical thinking skills will help in your genealogic process. It allows you to not only evaluate the viability and reliability of the information you will uncover but will also help to get you thinking outside the box which will ultimately yield more and better information.

This book will walk you step by step in thinking about genealogy, where to begin your searches, building your very own family tree, devising a plan, keeping proper records, analyzing data quality, what to do when you get stuck and most importantly how to have fun learning about where you came from.

Ready to get started? Let's begin!


  Chapter 1: Why Searching For Ancestors

You may or may not have asked yourself yet why ancestry is important to you. Perhaps you are merely interested in knowing who make up the members of your distant and ancient family. 

Some people use genealogy as a hobby or as a profession. It is fun to learn about family, gather information and uncover mysteries sealed deep in the past. For others genealogy has significant sentimental meaning, maybe there are heirloom possessions that have been passed down through your family that make your history important. 

The truth is, ancestry plays a much more important role than meets the eye. While it is comforting to know where you originated from, knowing heritage alone can be powerful and even financially lucrative if lineage can be proven. 

There are a multitude of underling reasons exactly why individuals might seek their genealogy. Below are some examples you may be able to relate to. While this list is not a complete comprehensive collection, hopefully it will help to get you thinking about the vast scope of genealogy itself and spark your interest in lifelong learning about your family history.


    	
      Family Legacy – Perhaps you have a desire to fulfill or pass on your legacy to future generations.

    


    	
      Tracing Medical Aliments – Maybe you wish to assess your level of risk in certain medical conditions that thrive in families.

    


    	
      Historical Studies – Providing or seeking information about history through studying famous families.

    


    	
      Family Traditions – Preserving knowledge about your ancestors who founded or contributed to traditions contained within your family.

    


    	
      Establishing Paternity – Determining your biological father.

    


    	
      Famous People – You might wish to find out if you are related to any celebrities.

    


    	
      Heritage Societies – Providing documented proof of lineage so you can join a heritage society.

    


    	
      Solidifying Family Stories – Determining whether family stories about your ancestors are true or not.

    


    	
      Mapping Family Inheritance - Determining a genealogical connection for your heirs.

    


    	
      Community History – Determining history of your community by understanding the founders and families who most influenced it.

    


    	
      Historical Significance – Establishing an understanding of your ancestor’s involvement in historical and community events.

    


    	
      Preserving Family Culture – Allowing families who have migrated or immigrated to another country the chance to preserve and realize some culture from your original country or origin.

    


    	
      Searching For Birth Parents – Determining your birth parents if you are adopted or attempting to find children whom you have given up for adoption.

    


    	
      Religious Reasons – Satisfying your religious tenets. Mormonism is most well-known for this practice.

    


    	
      Reconnecting With Family – Finding and reconnecting with your living relatives.
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