
Table of Contents

Thoughtful Devotions: Ezra - Nehemiah - Esther

Thoughtful Devotions Series

Thoughtful Devotions Series

Thoughtful Devotions:

Table of Contents

Preface

Introduction to Ezra

Ezra 1

Ezra 2

Ezra 3

Ezra 4

Ezra 5

Ezra 6

Ezra 7

Ezra 8

Ezra 9

Ezra 10

Introduction to Nehemiah

Nehemiah 1

Nehemiah 2

Nehemiah 3

Nehemiah 4

Nehemiah 5

Nehemiah 6

Nehemiah 7

Nehemiah 8

Nehemiah 9

Nehemiah 10

Nehemiah 11

Nehemiah 12

Nehemiah 13

Introduction to Esther

Esther 1

Esther 2

Esther 3

Esther 4

Esther 5

Esther 6

Esther 7

Esther 8

Esther 9

Esther 10

Final Thoughts

About the Author


The following sources were instrumental in providing the necessary information to complete this devotional:
Chronological Life Application Study Bible (KJV). Tyndale House Publishers, 2007.
Apostolic Study Bible (KJV). Word Aflame Press, 2014.

Cover design: Dave Fleisher, Google Flow

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Thoughtful Devotions Series


[image: ]


Old Testament

The Law

Genesis

Exodus

Leviticus

Numbers

Deuteronomy

History

Joshua/Judges/Ruth

I & II Samuel

I & II Kings

I & II Chronicles

Ezra/Nehemiah/Esther

Wisdom Literature

Job

Psalms

Writings of Solomon (Prov - Ecc - Song

of Sol.)

Prophecy

Isaiah

Jeremiah/Lamentations

Ezekiel/Daniel

Minor Prophets (Hos - Joel - Amos - 
Obad - Jon - Mic - Nah - Hab - Zeph - 
Hag - Zech - Mal)
	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Thoughtful Devotions Series


[image: ]


New Testament

Gospels/History

Matthew

Mark

Luke

John

Acts

Pauline Epistles (Rom - I & II Cor - Gal - Eph - 

Phil - Col - I & II Thess. - I & II Tim. - Titus - 

Philem)

General Epistles (Heb - Jam - I, II, & III John -

Jude)

Prophecy

Revelation

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Thoughtful Devotions:


[image: ]


Ezra-Nehemiah- Esther

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Table of Contents


[image: ]


Preface        12

Introduction - Ezra        15

Ezra 1        20

Ezra 2        23

Ezra 3        26

Ezra 4        29

Ezra 5        32

Ezra 6        35

Ezra 7        38

Ezra 8        41

Ezra 9        44

Ezra 10       47

Introduction - Nehemiah     51

Nehemiah 1       56

Nehemiah 2       59

Nehemiah 3       62

Nehemiah 4       65

Nehemiah 5       68

Nehemiah 6       71

Nehemiah 7       74

Nehemiah 8       77

Nehemiah 9       80

Nehemiah 10       83

Nehemiah 11       87

Nehemiah 12       90

Nehemiah 13       93

Introduction - Esther      97

Esther 1      101

Esther 2      104

Esther 3       107

Esther 4     110

Esther 5       113

Esther 6      116

Esther 7       119

Esther 8       122

Esther 9      125

Esther 10      128

Final Thoughts      131

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Preface


[image: ]


The following will be included in each devotional. If this is your first devotional in this series, please read. If you have other devotionals in this series, you may skip ahead to the introduction.

A devotional is a tool that aids one in their time spent in religious duties. It derives its name from the word devotion, which is love, loyalty, and enthusiasm for a person, activity, or cause. In this case, one devotes time to drawing closer to God. James 4:8 (KJV) states: “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. I write these devotionals to honor God, the One who has been a constant in my life. I write as well to leave a heritage for my children and for all who would take the time to read them. Thus, in a sense, the two greatest commandments are fulfilled as found in Matthew 22:36-40. By sharing the knowledge and wisdom God has graciously given me, I hope to encourage and impart to you something beneficial. Each devotion is thoughtful, meaning I have taken great care to show consideration for what God would have me write. Simply put, each devotion is intentional.

Throughout each devotion, I will attempt to encapsulate the meaning of the chapter and provide an application to our daily lives. I am not a theologian, nor do I have a degree in any area of the Bible. The knowledge and understanding of the Bible that I have comes from God, many individuals who have imparted their knowledge and wisdom unto me, and through much self-study. I do not take the Bible lightly. It is a treasure to be held dear and is much needed in the times that we live in.

On a final note, some devotionals cover one book, and others multiple. A devotional covering the book of Obadiah would be ten to twelve pages. That is hardly productive, nor does it make sense. I have carefully constructed the series to contain twenty-four books. Some books will be difficult to cover, but I know God will aid me in my endeavors to provide meaningful content that helps you draw closer to Him. I thank you tremendously for your investment in my work. I am even more thankful that you are taking time to spend with God and to know Him more intimately. There is no greater friend than Jesus. Enjoy each devotional, and may they be as Solomon wrote in Proverbs 15:23: “...a word spoken in due season - how good is it!”
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The book of Ezra focuses on rebuilding the Temple and restoring worship. The events span from the time of Cyrus’s proclamation at the end of Chronicles to the reign of Artaxerxes I. Some scholars believe that the Chronicler also wrote this book, as well as Nehemiah. Additionally, Ezra and Nehemiah are companion books, volumes one and two of the post-exilic story.

The book begins with the proclamation of Cyrus that the exiles could return to Jerusalem.  The rest of the chapter focuses on preparations to return, as well as an inventory of Temple goods. These goods were sanctified, set apart for a holy purpose. Thus, it was important to consider these items.

In the second chapter, a genealogy of returnees is the focus. This long list of lineage legitimized identity and secured rights for the returning exiles.

The next four chapters focus on rebuilding the Temple. The returning exiles restored worship and began to celebrate the feasts again in chapter three. The foundation for the Temple is laid, leading some to weep and others to rejoice.

With almost any pursuit of God comes opposition. Such was the case in chapter four. The Samaritans opposed the rebuilding, leading to difficulties. They wrote a letter to Artaxerxes and, upon receiving it, he halted the rebuilding.

At the end of chapter four, Darius begins to reign. The temple rebuilding is resumed at the beginning of chapter five. Again, opposition comes, this time from the Syrians. The Syrians write a letter to Darius explaining the manner. Within that letter is the claim that Cyrus gave permission, so a search of the records commences. Darius finds it to be true and permits the rebuilding at the beginning of chapter six.

The rest of chapter six describes the Temple being rebuilt and dedicated. The year was 516 BC, seventy years after the destruction of the First Temple. Restoration had come, and there was cause for great rejoicing.

In chapter seven, we are introduced to Ezra, who is from the lineage of Aaron. He desired to seek the Law of the LORD, as well as to teach in Israel statutes and judgments. Ezra came to Jerusalem with a letter from Artaxerxes stating that those remaining in Babylon could return to Jerusalem. God previously used a foreign ruler to punish. Now, He was using a foreign ruler to bless the people of Israel.

In chapter eight, we find a second genealogy. Those who did not make the first trip are included here. In the next chapter, Ezra repents. The separation from the foreign influence of Babylon was an urgent need. Idolatry led them to exile, and Ezra was afraid that if all traces of idolatry were not eradicated, they would end up back in captivity.

The final chapter focuses on the restoration of covenant relationship. Ezra’s proclamation was non-negotiable. Anyone who did not comply was banished. As the chapter closes, a final genealogy is given of those who were restored.

Ezra is a beautiful story and a
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